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Friday, June 19, 1959 was by no means a regular day for the fishermen of
Baie Ste-Anne and Escuminac, N.B.

Tt was late afternoon when fishermen set out for what was expected to be a
very good fishing day. The salmon catches had been above normal all week due to
easterly winds. No one expected that these same winds would create havoc for all
fishermen who set out that evening.

Bernard and Cyril Jenkins left the wharf Friday around 5 or 6 p.m. What
started out as good fishing soon became disastrous. The winds got increasingly
worse from the northeast as of 9 p.m. By midnight, there were northeasterly gales.

Our brave fishermen fought off what mother nature threw their way all night.

Saturday momning, the Jenkins found a capsized boat. It was the Doucets,
Jack and his two sons, Alphonse and Eve. They had spent 20 minutes in the chilled
waters before being rescued by Bernard and Cyril.

Their rescue was not the end of their ordeal. Their engine then broke down,
They were unable to start it again until 9 p.m. that evening.

Bernard and Cyril, along with the Doucet crew, made it back to the safety of
the Escuminac wharf around 7.30 a.m. Sunday, June 21. By this time they were the
only boat afloat, counting the 2 occupants and 3 survivors.

In the following pages, you will find the stories as reported by the medias in

the days following the disaster as well as the years to follow.
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GROUP ANXIOUSLY AWAITS WORD — The hardy, weather-4
|beaten men of Escuminac clustered around a shed Saturday as

rSaturdaar morning. (Abbass Studlo Photo)

* *

Of Long Ordeal,
How Rescue Came

! Editor's note: Jack Doucet,
4j-year-old father of 12 chil-
dren, was one of five Escu-
minac, N.B,, fishermen to re-
turn home Sunday after surviv-

i ing the worst Northumberland

Strait storm in memory, Here

he tells the gtory of the 38-hour

iFisherman Tells
|

ordeal he underwent with his |

teen-aged sons.

Written for The Canadian Press
By JACK DOUCET

ESCUMINAC, NB. (CP) — 1
was 2% hours (apout 25 miles)
from Escuminze Point Friday
night when the storm came, It
came up by degrees. It was blow-
ing awiul diriy.

At twe o'clock in the night our

sail blew off, We didn't bother
with 1, The boat was meking out
fine and the salmon nets wsare
igood.

We got up at 5:30 Saturday

wmorning and we knew it was tool

rough to haul in our nets so we
went back to bed. When we goi
up we had some trouble with our
nets and finally we couldnt find
them,

. other and finally another with its

x * * *

We had to come In because|

our nets were gone, We came
in to about five fathoms (30 fezt)
of water but couldn't see the
shore on acepunt of fog.

We went to another boat and
he said he knew where the lizht
was, We sald we'd walt for him
and after he got his hets hauled
in we started toward shore. An-
other boat joined us and then an-

engines not golng.
SWEPT UNDER BOAT

I hooked on to him to bring;
him in. The breakers came too
quick, They lifted the beat rizhi
up and it fell right down on the
trough and me and my boys and
William Manuel were under it.
{Manuel was later found dead in

the Doucet's washed - ashore
boat).

We wound up about 10 yards
‘from the boat, We swam to the
boat. The boys climed up on the
wheelhouse and I was on the bow|
hanging on to the anchor.

We were in the water about 20
minutes. I ecouldn't swim but
somehow I managed to stay up
land get to the boat with one of
my boys, (Veteran fishermen|
ihere estimated Saturday tha: aj
minute or more in the iey strait
waters were certain death.)

Bernie Jenking saw us upsat.
He ran over and picked us up.
About two mingtes after Bernie
picked us up the sea fliled his
jboat and put his engine oput of
icommission.

they awaited word of the fate of 22 of their fishing comrades
caught in a savage storm which slashed down the Northumberland
Strait coast of New Brunswick without warning Friday night and

x

We fixed the engine Saturday:
night, Sunday'muming we ca.mz-
in under our gwn power, The
other hoats we saw out thare

came in earlier and the man
were alive, -

A
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CONSTANT VIGIL: Residents
of Baie Ste. Anne, Baie du
Vin and Escuminac crowded
the breakwater at Escuminac
yesterday, kesping an eye on
Miramichi Bay as search eraft

carried out an intense search
for missing fishermen and their
boats. Two of those who re-
mained on the breakwater dur-
ing the day are shown in the
above phato, perched on lobster

traps for a betler view. More
than -30 fishermen are believed
to have lost their lives when &
fieree storm swept the bay
early Saturday morning. °
(Gileanar Staf? Photo)

Worse than N.S. Mine
On Percentage Basis

ESCUMINAC (CP) — Salmon
Iisherman Walter Bransfleld
thinks the loss of life in Friday
night's Northuinberland Strait
storm will be “worse than
Springhill” considering the per-
centages,

Seventy-five men .died last
October in the Nova Scotia coal
mining tewn of 7,000. Twelve
men were known dead and 30
still unaceounted for Sunday in
Escumingc, and-its surrounding
communities, They have a com-
bined total population of about
2,000, .

Mr. Bransfield, who 15 65, has
been fishing for salmon since
1915,

He reflected other fishermen's
opinion, The fishing last week

had been the best in 10 years.
Some fishermen were making
as much as $200 s night on the
salmon catch, i

Said 46-year-old Albany Mar-
tin of Bale Ste. Anne: “If we
had gone out Friday night all
the men in the family would
have been wiped out.”

As It was, Albany made the
comment after his return from
a shoreline search Sunday
motning. He carried with him
t wo symbols of death — the
side of a wheelhouse and a lob-
ster crate, )

He ldentified them positively
a5 fr'om a boat owned by his :
3l-year-old brother Andrew. [

Albany's 22-year-old som Al |
onzo was with Andrew in the |
hoat,

6S61 ‘TT 2unp



June 22, 1959

amovs maimw F;shmg zamiues from the Bals du Vin-Bate
S e-Escuminac area llne the breakwater. af

word of ‘survivors:or the dead from
aturm which wrackasd Mira.mlahx Bay Baturday: “"Shown abaove
; are several boats which .mot ‘been out salmon Jishing
‘during the night and survlved the anger of the sea inside
the sheltered hm'lmur of the breskws.ler

l'Gimgulrf phff Pheto)
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| the wharf at Escuminac awaiting some word of missing fishermen |
caught In a sudden and vicious Northumberland Strait g:;I:m'm early
Saturday morning. Some of the boatz which returned 'safely to
B aiI:I of ;ne etag:rtnaﬁtaiin 50&?&0 élnst of salmon-fishing craft, are tied up
. a ) agedy may soar to 40
feared, (Abbass Studios photo)dy % e s b

§f Known
cd:And
Mlssmg

ESCUMINAC (CP) — Here|

is an unofficial list of known dead

and missing in the Northumbez-

land Strait fishing boa! disaster:
' DEAD

Edgar Daigle, Bale Ste, Anne,

-

EI!-lugi-l Kelly, Kouchibouguac,

N.B.
g e S, S JRNSUE N' éiector Kelly, Kouchibouguac, A v Martin, 31, Baie Ste.
Dgci:lil.a %.Blj[muel' Apmely R c;f"_ras;rm F""k 80, Heward's An?:mﬂ-ghnpman Bay du Vin,
N.%?mi MR S Sohe SR 'wgilﬁ? Williston, Bay du Vin, '%dxien Chiasson, Bale Ste.
Arg':;“;s; RIKRES:, PRE Ste.:‘ Total —12 . Arfi;h;fe Chiasson, 18, Baie Ste.
An.rI:c:,mN I_]-3 Richard, Baie Ste.| ?mﬁuﬂf‘istggmwd Anﬁ:hg'ta' Chissson, Bale Ete.
e Ty, S & Vin, JAlbert Crlasson, Eaie Ste A am Chissson, Balé Ste.
% R LS ' C“‘I‘.""& Kingston, Bay ou Vin, 2:3:?11&:;&1::;? Kingston, Bay du Vin
RAC = .

Alonzo Martin, 22, Baie Ste.|

* AWAITING WORD — Anxious relatives and friends gather 31.0—'-'

Bay {lu

"'Alfred McLenoghar,
Vin, N.B,
" Georg'e McLeod, Bay du Vin,

B.
Allen Mills, Black River, N.B.
Andrew Mills, Black River,

N.B, '
Oman Morrisey, Bale Ste, Anne, !

N.B

Llonel Richard, Baie’ Ste. Anne,
N.B.

Paphael Robicha.ud Ma.nue]s‘
Post Office, N.B,

Victor Robichaud, Manuels Post
Office, N.B,

Leo Roy. 8t. Margaret, N.B,

‘Eric Williston, Bay du Vin
Beach, N.B.

Haynes Williston, Bay du Vin
Beach, N.B,

Ozzle Williston, Bay du Vin,
N.B.

Total — 22,




DISASTER

STRIKES AT

MIRAMICHI

The Miramichi Bay area of

" New Brunswick bore the

brunt of a sudden savage
storm Friday night and early
Saturday morning which may
have taken more than 40
lives, As darkness fell last
night 12 bodies had been re-
coversd and 22 other men
were known missing and
feared drownped.

#Tn addition. otfier ~boats

may alsp have jbeen caught
by the storm’s fury, ‘Yaising
the toll still higher. Wreck-

age of 22 boats was spotted| readying for a trip. {Also see
by RCAF planes Sunday,| pages 3, 5, 10) '(Abbass -Stu-
most of them on the wes.t' St

B e

BAY AREA -

shore of Northumberlan d
Strait between Escuminac
Point and’ Richibucto, .

Saturday's wait for news, of
those, missing is shown
graphically in some of these
pictures. At .top left: iz dne
of the craft the storm tosse
| up on shore. Top right 'ghqws'_,
an unidentified mother . and | §
her children scanning ¢ eturs b
bulent, -skidit - waters for fan
overdue fhusbaind 1apd _fatf oL

The lower. picture shows
one of many searchparti

dios photos)

oo
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Four Other Boats
Unaccounted For

. } BY DON HOXT
ESCUMINAC — Twelve men are known dead and 22 missing ‘i a weekend
storm that lashed the Gulf of St. Lawrence into turmoil of 50-foot waves.
Anxious relatives clung to a thin thread of hope that the missing fishermen
would return alive. But os darkness fell Sunday night, so did their hopes. "
F. B. Fowlie, Red Cross relief chairman, said four.of the more than 50 salmon-
boats caught in the howling nartheaster early Saturday were still missing. They

jcort duty in the SeptTles, Que.

more than 40,

RCMP at nearby Richibueto,
gaid Sunday night the bodies of]
{wo men were found washed up
on the shore.

A spokesman for RCAF Search
and Reacue headquarters in Hali- !
fax said planes earching the area
Sunday had spotted 22 derelicts
along # 30-mile stretch of coast-
line between Point Escuminae
and ' Richibueto.

Some of the hulks had been:
washed ashore, others lay aunken
in shallow inshore water, and
some driffed upside down off-
ghore. There was no sign of life.
The weather was good BSunday,
visibility unlimited and sea calm.

The fisheries department vessel

Lamna, the RCMP cutter Wood
and scores of small fishing boats

planned to - begin dragging the
watera of the search area today.

One of the RCAF planes was
en route back {o the Greenwood,
N.8, base after Royal Tour es-

aren when it was diverted o the

scens.. It was'ndt’ kifown, ‘Whether
th_ej' planes  would . resunie. ; the
siiveh todayd ohi. ol
 New Brunaw'ick it
Glwernor J. Léonard ('Brien vis-
‘jted here and nesrby Bay:<du Vin
and Bale Ste. 'Afne. Sunday.
“Men who go down to the sea
are a hardy race,” he said, '‘But
not in recent history has.such a
gerious blow o life been . exper-’
ienced. ’ .

Great THsaster I
30 great is the disaster in 10351
of life and equipment, one could
not grasp its true significance ex-|
cept by coming. in contact with
survi’vo'ra ‘and  bereaved fami-
lieg,” " '

equipped with radio or radar. The
storm  intensified rapidly with
gales to 75-miles-anhour. The!
boats were tossed and smashéd
about like toys. i

The Red Cross who set up a;
relief centre here Saturday took
down their tents Sunday nighti.

Dioars on, homes of victims at!
Bale Ste, Anne were draped iﬂi
purpie crepe Sunday night. The,

rosary was heing said in every
house. !

were believed to carry af least eight men—ma

aided in the search. Officials|

Funeral Riles :
One funeral service for the five

| |known dead from the little village
wili bé held at the Baie Ste. Anne’

Roman Catholle Church with re-
quiem mass Tuesday.. -

. In Bay da Vin funerais for the
two men whose bodies were

p-m. in the Protestant ehurch.

the absence of a clear warning
of the storm combined to produee:
the terrible toll. .
Fishermen here sald Sunddy
night they were not prepared for
the gale that swept down on the
fleet Friday nfght and early Sat-

¥ 2
Jack Doucet, one of five mean
who - arrived here Sunday after
being picked up from the chill
waters by another boat, blamed
the weather office, saying “‘they’

Friday night and light winds for
Saturday.’” "ol

Tvon Durelle, British Empire
light-heavyweight boxing champ-
fon who owns four boats at Bale
3t. Anue, said: 7

“1 came here Friday to go out
my3zelf ‘but the weather was too

“4'had, -It was blowing hard, The
angnt-l marine weathér forecast for Fri-;

day night sald winds of 30 or 35°
miles an hour. They are nothing
around here.” None of Durells's
boats was out: 3 ! .
_ Xssue Gale Warnings

Rube Hornstein, chief of the
|H&1ifa.x Weather Office, said gale
twarnings ‘were igsued Friday
nigtht. But by then the fleet was
ouL, ; SE
| ""These storms can davelop
very rapidly indeed off the coast.
We zet it & Iot/in the winter, It's
not a§ common this time of the
year.

None of the littla craft was|| Marine forecasts at 4 p.m. Fri-|

day predicted light winds, shifi-
ing to -northeast 25, < Six hours
later the forecast was changed to
northeast gales 35 shifting at
dawn to northwest 35 and dimin-
ishing Saturday afternoon to
goutheast 25. -~

| At 4 a.m. Summerside, P.E.L,
reported to the westher office
that winds were 45 M.F.H. with
gusts up to €5.

found will be held Tuesday at 2

king the toll of dead and missing

Some fishermen admitted they
realized a storm was brewing be-
fore they set out. But they didn’t
realize it would be &8 severe as
it was. Weather conditions for
geveral dayd before had not been:
good, But they decided to take
their chances, lured by the rich
run of salmon,

Material Losses

An excellent run of salmon and;

gave us easterly winda 15 for.

Besides the losa of life it was
likely to take days to assess the
damage to hoats and fishing
gear, expected to run into hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars.
Haggard fishermen straggled
into various ports all day Satur-
day with tales of courage and
terror, Some survivors had
lashed themselves to masts, Some
had seen relatives swept over-
board by mounfainous waves,

Here and In neighboring Bale
Ste. Anne they begaen :
graves in the cemeteries for the!
funerals that were to come. At
church services Bunday some
faces showed the strain of walt-
ing, Crowds attended fo pray for
the dead and missing.

Wivea and children elustered
around the wharves waiting for
word of loved ones. .

Lured by the heaviest salmon
run in-10 years, about 50 boats
put out day night into North-
umbarland Strait, where they
were smashed end . scatiersd by
the howling northeaster. i

Never Before

“There never Was no loss of

life on boats in storms since I
gtarted fishing for. salmon
1915,* said Walter Bransfield, 65-|
year-old retired fisherman, whose
house became & flood-lit reacue
centre Saturday and Sunday. .
"t was blowing awful dirty,”
said 43-year-old Jack Doucet.
Bernle Jenkins, who took Doucet
and his two scns aboard his boat’
after the Doucet craft capsized,
said, “it was the worst atorm I,
have ever meen, Waves rose up
like mountaing all around us.”
" Saturdsy glant waves 50 to 80
feet high still lashed the horse-
shoe shaped hreakwater here that
forms a quiet hsven for fishing
boats from such adjsécent com-
munities as Bale Ste. Amnne, Bay
du Vin, Hardwicke and Escum-
inaec, ;

The tishing wes good. ‘‘That's
how S0 many boats got-caught,”
sald Mr. Bransfield. "'I{ was a




retty rosy pleture. If it had
geenypoor "ilshing a IOE rut boats
wouldn't have goene out.,” :
Some got back all righi- after
taking shelter or riding out the
storm, Others were still unre:
ported Sunday night, Bifs and
pieces of wreckage had been
weshed ashore or towed in by
gearching fishermen, many of
whom had missed drovwning by
a fluke of nature.
o Stories 'Of Courage - .
Stories of raw courage Wwere
told around boiling pots of ‘coffee|
in the rescue co-ordination. cen-
tre,: They talked of Fraser Cook
of Howard's Cdve, FP.EI, who
lashed his son to the mast of his
boat and then was swept over-
board himselt, The son was later
rescued and admitied to hospital.
Hig father was still missing. - |.
They wondered too at the seem-|.
ingly superhuman displays by
men like Jack Doucet, who
stayed alive for 20 minutes in
the chill water and supported h!'s
teen-age son although he can’t
swim, Both were rescued.
They mourned for men like |,
Albert Chiasson, father of 14 chil-
dren, the youngest six months
old, He had a brother missing

There was little optimism, But
the men — and there were few
women in evidence — clung to

(] hope,
wngm E.;iaundny masses at the
two Roman Catholic churches in
this predominantly French-speak-
ing area, fishermen donned rub-
ber coveralls and jumped into
thelr boats with lunch cans to
gearch for missing men, ;

They were jolned in the search
by an RCAF crash bpat and heli-
copter, government planes, fish-
eries patrcl boats and RCMP-led
foot patrols who combed the
coastline inch by inch,

“T seen some fishing neis up on
‘the- shore down mear the point,”
gaid one old-timer, referring io
Point Escuminac, four miles from
here. ; : :

every mnet,’" . he added, “There
could be 2 body wrapped up in
it and that's the only way to find
it.lI .

Two bodies recovered Sunday

were found at the point.

They were brought here by am-
pulance and 1de:}hﬁed by rela-
tives. . :

Crowds of ecurious poured into
HEscuminac Sunday  along with
‘soores of relatives from all parts
of eastern Canada. - i

Along - the route were parked
two hearses, ong bearing & Tough
wooden box, the other a coffin,

In nearby Baie Ste, Anne there
were mounds of dirt in the cem-
etery where graves had been dug
for the dead. Inside the Catholic
church men had shed their rough
fishermen's clothes and donmed
their Sunday best for & brief hour
of prayer before returning to the
gearch, But there was less hope
as the hours pasged. '‘Whatever
come in mow will be dead,™ said
Yvon Durelle, the Bale Ste. Anne
boxer-fisherman,

Searchers, alarmed by the
atorm, began gcouring the shore-
line at dawn Saturday for wreck-

age and bodies,

Survivors Join Hunt
Fishermen who survived the
storm took their boats out Sun-
day to search for their missing
cemrades, RCAF search planes
were hampered by the difficulty
of distinguishing the searching

The freakish sterm weered into
the district Friday might with
winds gusting to 75 miles an hour.
The gale piled the sea .into 50-
foot waves. A weather forecast
issued in Halifax at 10 p.m, ADT
Friday had predicted winds of 35
miles an hour for the district. |

The weather had been had all
week and fishermen knew an-
other storm. was on the way.
They didn’t expect it to be sa
severe. Besided, the salmon were

and sfaying ashote
meant passing Up a chance for &
blg payday. '
ring the last two weeks sal-
mon ' cafches offshore had been

the best in 10 years, Boats were|

taking an average of 30 salmon
apiece daily, The salmon  were
selling for about $5 aich, -

Officials had difficulty deter-
mining exactly how many boals
were out when the storm broke.. ,,
Most of the fleet operates out of
this village of 600, 50 milea north

others go to the fishing grounds
from other ports along the coast.

Along with the loss of - life,
damage to fishing gear wag ex-
pected to be heavy. The hoats
are ‘worth about $2,200 each, a
salinon ns; costs about $1,500,
Most fishermen who were caught
by the storm loat thelr nets.

More than 12,000 lohster traps
had been set in this area Thurs-
day. They are valusd. at 35
apiece and damage was axpected
o he extensive .

- Moat of the boats are between
35 and 50 feel Yong and are
usually manned by two or three
men, Many are family affnirg—
joperated by brothers or & father-
| sor team, The vessels are open
,€Xcept for a small eabin or
.wheelhouse, and some use & gail
in addition to the engine. °
. Disrupted ecommunications de-
|layed damage reports from some
iareas, At Point du Chene, a sum-|
,mer resor{ area near Moncton,
jthe storm smashed cottages and
pleasure boats. Piles of lobater
traps on wharves were wrecked.

In Shediae, N.B. town man-
ager J, A, Arsensult sald he had
“never seen anything like it in
June.” In the 24 - hour peried
ended -early Saturday 11 inches
of rein fell, - )

In Prince Edward Island across
the strait, lebster fisherman de-
scribed the storm as the worst in
30 years. Heavy losses to lob-
ster traps, boats and nets were|.
reported. ‘

Four boats were tossed ashore
and wrecked -af Sea Cow Pond,
18 miles from Alberton, PE.I
Fisherman in the Alberton . Tig-|.
nish srea wrote off all traps
anchoréd in less than five fath-
oms (30 feet) of water. .

Coupled with the gale, the high-
est tide since 1940 was reported
here Friday night. Thers was a
full moon, ¢

In 1940 record high tides inun-
dated the nearby town of New-
castle on the Miramichi River:
Water ran down the streets and

bundreds were forced 1o evac-

boatz from the lost ones [

of Moncton, N.B., hut many|

vate, :

=
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Never Swam But

| Had To This Time % June 22, 1959

By HARRIS SULLIVAN A
ESCUMINAC (Staff Special) — "I never swam before but thid
was one time I had to, so 1 did,” said 43-year-nid Jack Doucet Suns
day, as he told of his perilous survival and resoue from the storme«
churned waters of Miramichi Bay. ; - o
“\fe and my two sons owe our Hves o the J enkins,” the Man-
uel Post Office fisherman declared, He was referring to Bernard
and Cyril Jenkins, who pulled the Douceis frorh a scowling sea
afuter their boat capsized at the height of Friday night's disastrous

storm. . :
A fourth member of the ‘Doucet crew, William Manuel, 70,
was not so fortunate. His bedy was found in the cabin of the
;]oudc;t’s battered boat by searchers In the Miramichi Bay ares

nnday. b 2 -

At his home yesterday, Her-
nard Jeakins was pointing to the
Doucets s beliig Fésponsible for
liim being safe st home after be-
ling ;gjv:’:j' : qi_‘_.-!%st gh_e‘p—-&élg
4 pot.- tunﬁd - by Sufréay
iglafght';;nf""!‘fi'g\i‘e Liddn't aavef.'?!thgm{ caught. Bernard and Cyril pul-
we'd ‘HEver huwé-Ainde Lt ours led him to their boat through the
‘dalvey,” Fifty-twa year pld Ber- water. When they threw the
ward, This -21-year-old nephew rope the second time it missed
C:\iril_.‘"t'g‘gether_with Mr. Doucet us and I got scared but Alphonse
‘and ‘his 'sgns, Alphonse, 17, and caught it on the next try and,
Eve, 14, were the last survivors gave it to me. He was steady, Al-
of the: Escuminac fishing fleet phonse, very steady. He made
disaster. : sure Eve and I were on the boat _and built a fire in the cabin to
'fI‘heﬁ"s -was a miraculous £s- first before he came himself. them out and got the motor
cape. John ‘Doucet tells it this , “They were all & coonl bunch, going again, We put out to deep
e ' ! |just about the coolest you could water, put out our nets and went

way: <
- “We left about four o'clock |run  eross”, Bernard Jenkins to bed. .
Friday afternoon. It was windy commented later, referring to wiWe cooked a few salmon

and one-half hours. I figured it
was hopeless; 1 really _thought
we were all goners. We never
gave up and got glmost all the
water out so that she was float-
Ing free again.
#That's why I say that if we
hadn't saved the Doucets, I
don't think we'd have made it,
We couldn't have bailed ber out.
wThe englne was wet and
wouldn’t start but thank God
we were hali-way machines, We
took off the wet wires and plugs

Hung On 25 Minuates
“We must have hung onto that
half-sunk boat for 25 minutes.
Then we saw Jenkins boat not
far from us and he saw, us. He
threw us a tope which Eve

then but it got worse. When she
really started to blow about nine
o'clock we were getting worrled.
. “We had our nets out .and
1qu_::e' drifting, but the nets gave
way and we were in trouble. 1t
i.w,as terrible. One breaker. sent
,us . high' in the alr ‘and sent ug
back intp the water, face down.

wWe were underneath the boat
in the -water. Another wave
‘turned the boat back up again,
{put she was flgoded and a good
10 to 15 yards away from me and
the boys.

ar pever saw Manuel at all
The boys were all with me and
we began making for the boat.
I never swam before but I did
then, 1 hung onto a piece of
board and finally got hold of &
piece of rope tied to the boat and
I pulled myself to the bow.| .

“[t was awful, awful. Waves
kept pouring over me and I kept
going under. Every time I came
up I prayed. As s matier of fact
I prayed all the time.

«Eve and Alphonse made it to
the boat and they hung on near
the cabin. They wanted me to
join them but I was afrald to let
go of the bow, because I knew
T'd be a goner if I got loose in
thit sea again, We all prayed,
here was nothing else to do.

the Doucets. “It's a good thing
ihey were because we Were in
trouble, bad trouble, !

“We didn't have the Doucels
aut of the water any more than
10 minutes when a breaker sent
my boat snapping up into the
air a good 25 or 30 feet. It was
2 wave that never broke so bad
before and never will agaln, The
boat didn’t turn over although
she wag hali-full of water.

“Bail We Did™

“The top of her was only six
inches from the water and the
waves wers pounding over her,
We could <o nothing but batl,.
and bail we did, and I used a
hand pump which helped quite
a bit. ; e
“We must have bailed for one

which were in the nets-and they
tasted goog. ' '

“It was § p.m. Saturday by this
time,” sald Mr. Jenkins, “The
storm had pretty well died down
snd we knew we would make

it™
Aroused Hopes-

News of the Jenkins’ boat ar-
rival at about seven a.m. Sunday’
sent waves of hope flashing
through this saddened village,
for the Jenkins and Doucets had
been given up for lost. .

One. of the storm survlvors,

‘Raymond Thibeau of Escurminac,

was posltive the Doucets’ had
perished. - :

#I gaw them turn over but I
was helpless to do anything”
Thibeau told listeners. The me-
tor of his boat had conked out,
He added, “I cried and- cried
when I saw that boat tip. I

“couldn’t stop crying.”

Both Mr. Doucet and the Jen-

kins said they would fish again

when they got the boats repalr-

ed. ,
“We're fishermen and we've
got 1o mpeet these things.”




COLD GALE

AND R AlN June 22, 1959

et

CAUSEOF N.B.TRAGEDY

ESCUMINAC (Steff Spech
al)—A cold northeasterly  gale
accompanied by ‘heavy ran
caused the Escuminac fishing
fleet tragedy.

There hadn't been anything
like the storm in 30 Ye&Is
some fishermen sald. Base-
ments in Newcastle, about 40

| miles away, were flooded by the
l high tides. Collages at Oak
| point, about 17 miles from
Newcastie and on the  lefi-
nand side of the Miramichi
! River, had waler nearly to the

doors. _
i The small two and three-
! man draggers looked lke
peanut shells against waves
that averaged 20 and 25 feet

high, and In some cases wWere |,

50 feet high.

Pathers lashed sons to the
mast—typical of ihis was
Brian Lloyd, 13, TEscuminac;
who says he will sall again.
He stayed arcund the emer-
gency Red Cross disaster re-
lief headquarters for & while
waiching operations, waiting
for reports of fellow tishermen.

whig s the worst we've

ever got’” a resident sald of |

the disaster, explaining that

mthepasta.noddboatha.d_

heen lost, a man killed, or
equipment destroved put never
a whole flest in such - dire
peril. '
Nearly all of the bogts
which came back s0 far were
without fishing equipment —
their nets washed overboard.
Lobster traps littered the shore
near the Escuminac bréak-

water. Some fishermen lost .
everything—hoats and equip-
ment, even members of their,

families. .
1wrhe kind. of storm we get

in the fall not in June at the
hLeight of the Lfishing season.”’

-Thet Iz the way ‘Miramichi
Bay people deseribed the gale.

sy et R

Tt way a freak. A surprise
twist of the elements.

The fishermen knew &8
storm was coming. But they
hadn't expected it to he so
bad,

They gambled many a time
__this time many lost,

T e .
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| DEAD AND

-MISSING
IN STORM

ESCUMINAC (Staff Special) |

—Here is an official list, pro-
vided by the Red Cross Disas-
ter Bervice here, of the knownp
dead and missing after Salur-
ddy's tragic storm,

The known dead from the
Escuminae area were: Cunard
Williston, Baie du Vin; Harold
Taylor, Baie du Vin; Edga:
Daigle, Remi Martin, Johw
Louis Richard, and Jeffrey
Richard, alt of Baie Ste. Anno;
Willlam George Manuel, Man-
uel Post Oifice; Fraser Cook,
Howard's Cove, P.EI; and
Haley Willision, Baie du Vin,

The bodies ¢f alt but Mr.~
Cook have been recoveved.

Bodies recovered from the
fishing feet ' from Richibueto'
are:

Charles . Gauvin, 353, La-
meque; Hector Kelly, and Hugh
Kelly, Kouchibouguae, '

Listed as -missing from ¥Es-
cuminac are: Andrew apd Al
onzg Martin, Baie Ste. Anne;

Lionel Richard, Baie Ste, Avme:

Allan and Andrew Mills, Black
River Bridge; Ozzie Williston.
Baie du ¥in; Leo Roy, St. Mar-
garet's; Haynes Williston, Eric
Williston and Windsor Kings-
ton, Baie du Yin Beach; Al-
bert and Alphonse Chaissen
and Amun Morrissy, all of Bawe
Sf{e, Anne; William, Adrian and
Robert Chaisson, Baie Sie.
Anne; Raphael and Victor
Robichaud, Manuel FPost Of
fice; Clifford Kingsten and Al-
bert MeLenaghan, Baie dn
Yin; George MeLeod and Joln
Chapman, Baie du Vin,

13



TRAGEDY STRIKES FISHERMEN: Search boats Sunday scoured
the seas off the southern shore of Miramichi Bay in hope
of finding survivors of a iremendcus storm which blew
up Saturday morning and swamped - many fishing boats
during the early hours, Prominent in search end rescue op-
erations was Canadian and British Empire light-heavyweight

champlon Yvon Durelle of Baie Ste. Anne who s shown at
left conferring with Corporal H. A. Trann of the Chatham

I detachment, RCMP.

6561 ‘7z dung
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Réunited ar. right, are
Brian Llloyd and his mother, Mrs. Roy Lloyd. following

e
——

Byian's harrowing experience of a night and day in the
storm with his father. The Lloyds’ boat was one of those
which safely beat back to harbour, Early fhis morning
dragging operations began in Miramichi Bay for bodies of
missing men. Desth toll figures are expected 1o be in
excess

lined the. breakwater and beaches during ihe weekénd,

scanning the horizon for sight of sail or mast which might

. mean a loved one returning; or the dark paitern of a hulk

awach in the ssa, which would mean fathers,: sons and
loved ones who would never again come home,
{Gleaner Staff Photost

of 30 fishermen — men and boys. Silent people

6561 ‘Tz aunp
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Disaster Arm
 Badges Used
By Red Cross

i i
P EECUMINAC R
;“F'g-:' 1?2 syeavs we've lad hese
}Red Cross disasier ‘ari badess!
iwnd never used them. We aiways:
ithought it couwld neve: bhappen)
here.” : i
\ These wers lhe tlisughis Sun-
day of F, B. Fowlie. an insur-
jance ageni from MNewcasie. 38
miles AWay, |
. A5 cp-chairinan ol the Novibe
‘wmberland County Disaster Re
liel Commilies ke was pencilling
i slgm saying Red Cross Regls-

{Continued on Page 2 Col. I

Disaster
(Continued From Page 1)

ir&bion and Informhation Centre.
He had gone without sleep move
than 24 hours.

With thres other Red Cross
mempers Mr. Fowlie set up a
rescue co-ordination cenire as the
long, weary search began for
fishermen missing from north-
east New Brunswick communities
in & violent WNorthumberlabd
Strait storm. !

With the help of 5. John's Am-|
bulance personnel and members
of the RCAF, navy and militia,;
the Red Cross volunteers with
their red and white arm bands|
¥apt rescuers . fed and rested. ‘

s e e

AL

Fishing Boxer’s First Love:

DURELLE PITCHES IN
TO HELP COMRADES

TESCUMINAC
--8Bitark tragedy has
proof of the true love in the 1ile
of ¥vou Durélle, Conadian and
British  Empire light - heavy- ‘
weight ehampion. | wriday aflerngon for hix up

The Bale E‘L?{; Mf;‘;ﬁ;&; | corning title Dout.with  wold

oL E elfigl : L E o
:;:&‘géﬁndat;mhere. s:.;arching ihe | LN heavyweiaht

¢3taff Specinly  crafl from  Lls area  &uill

of thr early  Saturday

worning.

ERRE

chi Bay for traces Gf_wrec.icad |
fishing boals losy o the wWOraL®
fragedy ever to hif the ares. |

Durelie proved to ome and al AR il
that fishing is his love and ius The fighting fshermad

o VAR L | said he bad set eut with  iils
iIli:\:?e W]t}%*-igg b}l}ﬁ_¢thl${£t 3?‘ { boatls Friday but saw how Lie

seaveh yesterday for ke six ;:;? h?: 1;‘:;} b;&pégi u;; t;i
o] evening. When he saw sea con-
ditions Saturday and learned of
the disaster he aided in 5&:-
vage work and assisted fhe
fed Cross disaster velief ser-
yige In transporting nodies o
the eniporary mOrgue — 4 ient
(Continucd on Page I Col. §)

fleet, lefs Baie Ste. Anne today
jo return to iraimng camp at
Moncion.

brougits | mussisg foflowing an upheaval |
Durelle, who bioke trailipg i

chainpion |

= 1 Archie Moars to come home for ]
waters and isiands of Mirami | U ooiing of fishing with

6S61 ‘zzAung

i)

-

Durelle l
(Continued From Page 1)

set up by the RCAF Search and
Rescue team out of Chatharg
RCAT Station.

Durelle said, while gazing
the horizon: “Ii's too bad this
had to happen. The Ioss is oot
worthwhile, It is bad in thal j
i| affects the children of the
{ large families.” He said gl
i| tragedy was & personal one for |
he was weil - acquainted wit

hreak the champ and three :
nis bosts were off into the
watery reaches of Miramick
Bay to explore islands in ho
thag some of the missing m

| may have reached them, and

] tow back wrecked fishing craft
i to the Escuminae brea-]rwa.terl
|
3

Durelle worked tireless
through the day, assisiing |
any way possibla and offering
eneoliragement to sober - faced
men, women sad children i

] Ing the decks looking for sal
| or some.zign that the miss

| fishermen would return. .




La foule 3 Baie-Ste-Anme -

6S61 ‘Tz dung

&£

partie de la foule de 8,000 per-

Une petite

qui fouillent dans les épaves i la recherchs
sofines qui était A Escuminac-Baie-Ssinte-Anne -de leurs compagnons qui manquent encere &
hier aprés-midi. lei, on surveille les pécheurs I'appel. . !

'
i n 5

e —

j“

T . |
Sinous pouvions
‘au moins les
trouver...”

ESCUMINAC, N.-B. (CP) —
i"‘Si nous étions sortis vendredi
|soir, tous les membres de la fa.
mille auraient:éts noyés”, de dé-
clarer le court Albanie Martin,
46  ans, de Baie-Ste-Anne, N.-B.,,
alors gu'il regardait, avee un peu
d'angoise, la tente d'urgence de
la Croix-Rouge aménagé pris dg
peort.

il revenait de faire une tour-
née le long des chtes de ce vil-
lage éprouvé du nard de 1a pro-
‘vince, rapportant deux symboles
de la mort, le cdta d*une cabine
de bateau et une cage 3 homard.

Il les a identifiss positivement
comme faisant partie d'un ba-
jteat appartenant a son frére
André, 31 ans, porté disparu ay
cours de la pire tempéte depuis |
35 ans, sur le détroit de Nor-!
thumiand.

Le fils d’Albanie, Alonzo, 22
ans, accompagnait André,

“'81 nous pouvions au moing les
trouver, méme s’ils sont ‘Torts,
c’est & peu prés fout ce que nous
pouvons espérer”, e-t-il déclaré.

“Oui, de dire son beau-frére,
Roméo Martin, “Si nous pou-
vions au moins les trouver”,

‘Albénie et Roméo se prépa-
ralent alors a organiser -d'autres
'recherches  pour retrouver les
corps des victimes de la tempé-
te, . ;

Albanie a déclaré que c’&tait 1a
pire tempéte depuit 35 ans. Lui.
méme avait déja été Surpris par
une tempéte sur I'[le Tabusintae,
& environ 20 milles au nord d'iei
dans la baie Miramichi. Avant
| datterrlr il avait &t& 4 la dérive
-pendant deux jours, X

Que pensetd]l de Tavenir?
“Nous devons faire la péche ou
| mourir de faim. Cest le seul |
métier que nous connaissons, La
plus part de nous-autres ont pé-
che toute leur vis™ i

Albénie avait prété 450 cages
13 homard et des filets & un autrs
I pécheur, vendredi soir. Sa perte
jest estimé a environ 52,000, Lui
et Romto avaienl décidé de res.
iter dans le port cette nuit 1.

17



,'-‘.-‘j(-,‘:rerta,inemeq;__f je retournerai 3
St men métieroe o”

la péche o
' "ESCUMINAC, ‘N.-B. (CP) —
Les pécheurs attristés faisaientle
compte de leurs pertes de vie et
‘de propriétés,ihier, & la suite de
la pire fempéte .2 s'abattre -sur
lus cBtes de I'est du N.-B. debuis
30 ans. .ot e
o Seulement Cgielques-uns - des
quelgue 50 bateaux-qui sont sor
tis vendredi soir sont revemis au
port, sans porter' de marque de
la 'temnpéta. Vo el B
. Des vents atteignant une Toren
de 75 milles 2 I'heure ont soulend
des vagues d'une. hauteur, d& 50.
pieds. Ceux qui. sort revenus . dé-
‘tlarérent que leur équipemant sie
priche avait été partiellement jou
totalement emporté, * .« .
Endurcis par les années de yg-
vail  laborieux . de  la . péche, les

v

'pécheur, lisent q'ue_'Io:;}s;&ue_ie
Saumoy rom il ‘est Aershs.
de' i o i‘

“Ja péche edf' Je
gagne-pain de ce petit hameau et
de ses localités voisines. Les jeu-
nes yonit sur la mer trés tét pour
ader leur’ pére ou'leurs .grands
TOreE® o Ty, awe R gt

Leurs “demeures “sont: confor:
tables .mais ‘modestes. Les™ fa-
milles vivent, travaillent et jouent
&l .apprennent i aimer 'la ‘mer, |
Plusieurs demeures possédentan
‘appareil de télévision, su'rtd'q: de.

ESCUMINAC, N.B. ' (CP)
PNous sommes sortis en mer plus
Lot que d'habitude, vendredi, a
diclaré le pécheur de saumion,
Tornie Jenkins, 52 ans, qui aver
son neveu Cyril, 21 ans, sont en-
tive au port dimanche aprés avoir
raosé €0 heures dans la tempite
LY soumon  voyazeait  miews
. 'gn anenne autra occasion cetle
Eontas 14 et nous voulions en

: n‘avons méme pas pris
e t=iaps dz souper, juste avalé
G5k houehés et avee quel
6 25 sandwiches, nous avons parti
vers quatre ‘heures., -

* ‘lout alla bien jusqu'a vers 11
ks -du seir, lorsque le vent-
¢ 'eva, Claurait été une honne
civse d'avolr. de la- pluie, eay
c'airait ‘calmé la mer.

Ial

Euis que Ie boxeur Yvon Durelle,
de village voisin, Baje-Ste-Anne
gst devenu eélébre, Durelle, qui
est champion mi-lourd du Cana-
da el de I'Empire Britannique a
déclaré  “j'aime mieux faire 1a
péche que faire de 1a boxe™. 11
epire une flotte de trois bateaux
m.:a.is aucun n'ét_ait sorti vendredi
soir, ! . i

" Un jeune adolescent, Brian
Lloyd, d:LEscummae a4 déclarg 3
sa mére en larmes gu'il irait de
Nouveau pécher. Lui et son nére,
Koy arrivérent ay port plusieurs
heures en retard. M. Lioyd a
Silencieusement commenca A deé.
barduer sa prise de la nuit. Brian,
13 ans, était attaché au mit du
bateau de son pére pendant le
Plus fort de Ia tempéte. .
. Les fernmes, aux visages atiris-
°f, cominencérent a se rassem.

| niarcher le moteur. Nous aurions

bler le long du briselame dés
gamedi- Matin. C'gsl une tontume!
pour ‘elles de :
8prés une tempéte sur 'eau Leg
'jeuhe_; femmes sont consolées par
les plis sgées qui ont déja véeu

ﬁes-jours d’'angoise ‘semblables,

* Plusieurs se rendirent 3 I'exlice
Stella-Maris, hier” matin  offrir
leur messe pour les disparus, Ces
Eens  continueront - d’aller sur
l'eau parce que plusieurs n-nnt
Pas d'autre métier. Un survivant
de  dire: “Certainement, le re
tournerai pécher, Je n'af
ans mais il est trop tard pour
apprendre un.autre métier”,

————

———

S¢ rendre au quaj|

que 37 (°

C'est la pire tempéte que j'ai
vue. Je ne puis pas vous la de
crire. Les vagues montaient com.
e des montagnes tout autoyr
de nous autres,

Vous ne pouvez pas vous Faire
fidée comme e'était effrayant.

Noud nous sommes demandé ce
Jue faisaient les autres mais il
Iy avait pas grond chose que
nous pouvions faire, Lorsquw la
tempéte 2 empiré, nous avons
haissé 1a voile et nous nous 'som-
mes refugiés dans la eabine.
Nous étions 3 12 milles au large.

Il ‘était 2 peu prés 11 heures
samedi matin lorsque nous avens
apergt un- bateau renverss et
trols personnes s’y tenant cram:
ponées. C'était Jack Doucst of
ses deux fils. On Jes a ramussés
-5 uns aprés les auires 4 Vcide
d'un edble. La premiere fuis que
1ous avons tiré le edbla, un des
fils I'a passé a son frére qui a
son tour l'a passé a zon pére On
A eu un peu de misére avant de

“"Une tempéte quel'on
ne peut décrire”

réussir i “lancer le eable une
irojsiéme fois. [
.. -INous n’avions plus d'huile pcurI
le’ podle de-la ecabine et nous |
avons déchiré les, pneus de sau. |
ivelaze pour nous réchauffer, sur- |
Itout les trois roscapés.

Nous avons vidé nos boites 3
lusiich & la mer pour se servir des
boites pour 'vider l'eau du ba-
téau. La rourriture était gitée
et nbus avons du nous en passer.
On avait plus d'eau & hoire, Peu
de temps aprés avoir rescips les
Ocuect, notre bateau est venu
prés de chavirer, Une vagde a
sulilevé le bateau ot le motenr a
‘4 projeté sur le plancher du
Uateau. T'ai eu peur. de trouver
an trou dans le fond, |
. "Il devait &tre six heures du
soir, lorsgu'on a2 réussi & taire

Bu entrer samedi soir. Je voyais
lcs lumiéres d'Escuminlaq, mais
nous ne’voulions pas risquer et
sommes restés dans l'eau bro-
fonde jusqu'au lever du jour, On |
est arrivé dimanche matin,

—_—
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Ls Jdleuteniant-gouverneur Lecnard O'Brien a jeter sur le ‘rivage., Alors qu'on le croyait
visité Baie-Sainte-Anne hier aprés-midi. On le disparu, il est arrivé au port, sain et sauf, et :
volt lel s‘entretenant avec le pécheur Charles s'est immédiatement mis & l'esuvre A [a re-
Banenfant, qui avait d'abord éFé porté dis- cherche de ceux qui manguaient encere &
pary. M. Bonenfant a savté dans un bateau I'appel. Av centre, le Ifcel. Currie,
_/nqui passait, et son propre bateu est venu se’ : T g
Deux personnes ont perdu la vie sur ce bateav. que l'on voit vers le derrizre du bateau. Celui 19
Le bateay fut rejeté sur le rivage 3 400 verges de Rémi Martin érait amarré sur le cété gau-
enviren du quai d’Escumingc. Le cadavre d'Ed- che & l'extérieur du bateau.

gar Daigle ful trouvé seus la pile de débris &
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, Charlés Bonenfant, que Pon avait parté -dis.

‘PATU, ‘aprés avoir trouve son bateav et ses
filets, ot qui est arrivé dans un aurrs bateau,
a Jravaill§ fort toute 1a journée d'hier &

recherche de ses compagnons disparus, On le
voit ici fouillant I'épave d'un bateau rempli
de débris et de filets, pour voir s'il na con-
ta tient pas de cadavres, o

3
»
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T# heares; nous pofs Sommies ren:
14us & nos seinesmals avons dé:
iGé que~Ja mep était trop hou-

" Cing membres

dune méme

 famille morts ou disparus  suwezn oo

mille ont tous échappé sains et

famille sont meorts ou portés disparus. .
| Pour M. Jacques Doucet et ses deux fils, Alphonse et Evé ce

Par ERIC GOGUEN ' . _

Un coniraste saizissant entré tragédie et jole s'est déroulé
dans la paroisse de Baie Ste-Anne par suite du désastre qui a
frappé Ies Maritlmes en fin de semaine. Trois membres d'une fa-
saufs. Cing membres d’'une autre

Fut un quasi miracle qu’ils aient revu Ia terrp ferme. Tous trols
ont passé 25 minutes & I'cau avant d'étre sauvés. .
Cing membres de la famille de Camille Chiasson, dont deux

fils William et Albert, et trois

petits-fils, Adrien, Roberi et Al

phonsa oni soit éié trouvés noyés ou manquent 3 I'appel. Adrien
et Robert sonf denx fils de William et Alpho_nse, fils d‘ﬂ.!_bart.

- s

En plus des deux fils qul sont
portés disparus, il ¥ a dix ‘en
fants dans la famille de Willlam
Chiasson et au domicile d'Albert
quatre,

De tous les faits héroiques &
tessortir de ce désastre, le plus
émouvant fut certes celui du jeu-
ne Alphonse Doucet, gé de 17
ans, qui a réussi & sauver son
[pére et son plus jeune frére Evé.

Hier aprés-midi, un représen:
tant de I'EVANGELINE a eu
l'occasion d'interviewer M. DNou-
cet et ses deux fils, réunis en
core une fois avec Ieur famille.

Alphonse Doucet

. Les faits guivants font partle
du drame gui s'est déroulé pen-
dant les 38 heures qu'ils ‘ont
passé en mer. au cours de :la
tempéte. f ]
. Les événements qui ont -pré.
posé le drame ont été racontés
PR M. Jacques Doucet.

~{¥Le ‘vendrédi. aprés-midi, vers

lsise pour retirer nos filets,
- Aprés guelques heures la tem-

‘péte “se fii -tellement forte "gque
tnon bateau se détacha des seines.
Je ne SOup¢onnais pas 'encore gue
la mer se montait tellement jus.
qu'd ‘ce qu'en voulant naviguer
'le bateau vers 14 rive, je m'apper-
cus que je ne faisais aueun pro-
gres. ' 3

nies seines'mais une grosse va-
gue, je dirais bien de 50 pieds
en hauteur a soulevé mon bateau,
et Va renversé”
Emprisonné

On fait remarquer ici que M.
Doucet était emprisonné dessous
son bateau avee soz deux fils et
Willlam Manuel, Les trois der
niera dtaient dans la cabine. On
& retrouvé le corps de Manuel
dans le hatesu qui a été rejetd
sut ie rivage douze heures avant
l'arrivée des Doucet,

Faisant suite & l'entrevue, M.

Je me décidai de rester prés de |

vante les a saisis et “par quelque
sorte de miracle” le bateau s'est
relevé,

réussi & s'échapper et ont saist
des boites de- poisson pour se
tenir & la surface de l'eau.

"Un autre bateau, celui de Ber.
nard et Cyril Jenkins, éiait situe
a-quelques cenfs verges du ba-
teau renversé. Bernard et Cyril
ont voulu repécher les Doucet
mais les vagues se faisalent trop
fortes. Ils ont alors jeté des ca-
bles en direction' du bateau cha-
Viré. 0 5
Une vingtaine de minutes plus
&aisir un. .. - -
.: *I'avais encore un peu de-souf-
fle de .reste mais je voyais fque
mon pére et mon frére -fali-
gaalent. J'ai donné le' cabie a
mon pére , puis ensuite & mon
Irére et les-ai aidés a monter a
bord du bateau? * . . .. .
T Nouvedu rialirene o
“'A bord du bitdatr-de Jenking
un autre malheuy les a frappés

| lorsqu'une énormp vague .ving Je

remplir, arrétant! le moteur
‘ Fratiquement 'morta “gé fath
gue, Bernard Jenkins, Jacques
Doucet, qui avait perdu l'usage
de secs jambeés 3 force d'stre ox.
posé au froid, et le jeune Evé
ont crit que la fin était venue.

courage et avec l'aide des trois
autres ont réussi & vider le ba-
teau. £ ; :
Ils ont réparé le moteur samedi
soir. Dimanche matin ils entraient
au port et M. Douéet rejoignait
ses 10 autres enfants pour célé-
hrer la féte des péres. e
Autre famille éprouvéa
Une autre famille qui a- éié
gérieusement affuctée est cella
de Geoffrey Richard, de BaieSte-
Anne. Ce matin, on a découvert
les cadavres ¢ Geoffrey ot son
{ils, Jean-Louis. Un autre fils-qul
farsait la plche dans le mime
bateau, Lignel, n’a pas encore été

Doucet a relaté que Ia Yague sui-

R R T ——

trouve,

X kY X x X

e - - e sy

M. Doucet: et ‘ses deux tils oni

tard Alphonse - réussissait 4 en -

Cyril et Alphonse ont repris’
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On voit ci-dessus M. Jacques Doucet et
,@aucha qui a réussi 3 e sauver
" dreife. - % o ; '

‘son’ fils Allphnn‘s!, H
avec son avtre fils Evé, i sa

5
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“I Have Tears Buf No Hope
P

MONCTON TO HELP?

gestion that a disaster fund be set up for the fam-

1iies of im ermen who died in Saturday morning’s storm along
Northumberland Strait met wlth hearf.y appreval in finance
cornmittee yesterday.:

Ald, J. P. LeBlane recommended the city do something
-for the stricken families and also perhaps a disaster .fund could
be established. .

The committae dEcided 1:0» :Isk ‘the city solicitor if the city
can legally give money or assistance,

The matter of a disaster fund is al=o to be studied and
report given at next week’s finance 'committee meeting,

Twenty - year - old Marie
Chiasson said here Monday “T
have tears but no hope" for
lier faiher and two brothers,
missing and presumed dead
afier Saturday’'s sterm In
Norihumberland Strait. |

Marie, s pretiy dark-haired
wilitress, was en route hy train
from Halifax to be with her
mother, Mrs. Willilam Chias- |
son, who is in hospital in |

Mitham, N, B,, suffering
from shock. Marie’s 47-year-
old fathier, William, ang broth-
ers, Adriens, 19, and Alphonse,
i6, haven’t been seen since
their small boat left Baie Ste.
Anne Friday.

Marie said in an interview
hat her father had been fish-
ng just two months, :

" “T wish he'd never st.arted I
don’t knew why he did, He had
a good job and was makmg
good money."™

William Camdy left his job
with a Moncton Lumber Com-|
pany to refurn to his native Baze
Ste. Anne, o
! “Don't Know Why” )

*1 don't know why he did it,"”
iMiss Chiasson said. *He gotf the
|idea to go fishing from his brﬁ—
| ther, Albert™.

i Albert Chiasson is also. miss—
ing and presumed dead.

“It's been go long sinee they
| went out. They found their boat.
‘put they didn’t find ‘anybody- in
it. I've got some tearg leff, but
no hope,” Marie said.

Miss Chiasson heard her father
was missing in 2 telephone ecall
early Sunday from -a neighbor.

“I couldn’t believe it. T made
them repeat it-sbout five times.|,
I still! can't believe it. Not my

family.”

She zaid it was a “weird thing”
that 18-year-old Alphonse was
with the others.

“Goes To School”

“He must have just been up
for the weekend, she said. "“He
goes to school in Moncton and
he wants ip be a doctor.”

She 3sald her mother, who

hasn't been well, was taken to
hospital twice Saturday, “T'm go-
ing right to see her.”

Miss Chiasson said she had
been working in Halifax for sev-

#ral months, Shé “hadn't wor-

ried too much” when her father
took up fishing.

“] was never afraid for him.
That’s why it was such a shock.”

6561 ‘gz aunyp
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; Wai"ches?’?Helplessly
As Fal'her' *Iro |

Editnrs Note Edward Conk 28—year-old ﬂsherman from :
Howard’s Cove, about 20 miles Irmn Alherton, P.EI, has been -
ﬂah‘ln since he was 14, He saved himself from the raging

aster that struck the' Northumberland Strait fishing fleet
early Saturday by lashing himself fo the ‘mast. He watched .
helplessly - as his father -Fraser was ‘washed : overboard and °
drowned, The Cook boat wa!: p a3 ooter, built 1ast year. Here

is his story.’ :
Wﬂtteu For The (}a.nsdlan I'ress
EDWAED COOK ¥

ESCUHINAG, N. B. {CP) — We were shout an hour and zl
minutes (10 to 12 miles) northeast of Escumihac. We were fishing
onii efkthere It was blowln: 8 llttle when we we:nt onf. n.h-out five
o'¢cloc

It was Just a lig'ht breua “The wiml kem lncrcmlng ‘and the

torn from the rigging),
* * *

11 voit son pere
emporte par
une vague

CHATHAM, N.-B. (CP) — Un
pécheur igé de 27 ans, de I'lle
du Prince-Edouard a raconté sa-
‘medi soir comment il avait vu
son pere emporté par les lam-
mes au cours de la tempéte qui
a surpris leur petile embarca-
tion de péche, vendredi soir, sur
ile détreit de Northumberland. °
| Edward Cook, de Howard's Co-
ive s'est attaché au mat du ba-
’taau lorsque la tempéte s'est éle-

¢e, Les sauveteurs I'ont trouvé
orsque le bateau s'en est venu &
la dérive sur la cite, a4 40 milleg
d'icl. 11 a été admis 2 I'hopital
lici et on & rapporté hier soir quer
son état était bon.

“Nous étions 4 environ 10 A
12 milles des cétes d’Escuminae.;
11 faisait wune légére brise lors-
|que nous sommes partis. Le vent
continuait d'sugmenter ainsi que
'la mer, Notre voile se brisa et
Toug avons perdu la maitrise du
bateau, Nous n'avons pas fenté
de lever nus ﬂlets avant samedi
matinyd- s cphibgE e T e
"1 Je n'ai ]amazs VU une mer pa:
reille de toute ma vie. On n’a-
vait pas prévu le vent du nord-
est, Aprés le lever du jour, nous
avons attendu pour un accalmie,

Nous étions rendus dans les
egux peu profondes et  nous
avons du couper nos lilets,

4
i

[
|

| mérning,

| népensterly . gal
sk

-other 'sea stopbed ‘the engine —

“again.
| Roy Lloyd's boat .- was on its

sea increased toe, Our sail blew wt 'of the ropes. '{The sail was

*x

3 7 1

We J-ust lost control ‘of it
Around midnight it was bad and
it kept increasing, We didn’t try
to 'haul our nets unttl Satuniay

Iy

-] never saw any sea like thls
betpre_ “We hs,dn’t expecte

bre swalte yyrhi . L
Iull. We figured there would ba
a bredk inthe ‘weather.
“We were backing' ‘ghoal water
(shallow water) and we: had to
eut our nets: loose
. We' started to bail when the
sea filled - the béat — then an-

then azmther ona broke wer the

After .she “camie’ baek ‘on her
feet I tied myself to the mast.
-1 sunig ouf two or three times

workmg at the engine.
A big sea’ came over and

I never saw, h.{m

way in and I was still fastened
to th m.ast when they picked me
up.*

.‘He fhrew ‘e a lite Jacket suld

|a life line, I couldn’t get it the|

first time — I think it was the
third time that I caught it. 1 |

myseu —'T had-to go over the
gide. I was in the water for a

for ‘him’ (his father) to tie him-|
gelf to the “mast. But he kept‘

washed the old man werboard ;

~When I -got the line, I untied|

good few minutes before they
pulll‘.'d me aboard, -

Wi
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B‘Iw Up Quick

™

|ssued Friday
Evening At 10

BESCUMINAG (CP) — F‘iqh
efmen said- here Sunday -they.
were unprepared for the north-
east gale that swept down on,
a E0-boat salmon fleet in Nor-]
thumberland Strait- Fr uiay:
night and early Saturday. They
blamed the weather office.

“They gave Us. easterly
winds 13 for Friday mght and |
light winds for Saturday,” said
Jack Doucet, one of five men
who arrivéd here safe Sunday.
His boal was damaged by the
storm and he was brought
ashore on annther 'rEBa&l after
his capsized.:

The Halifax - weabha' “office
said Saturday afternoon that
Sumanerside, P.EL, reported
45-nille-an-hour gales guaungto
65 at 4 am.’

Yyom Durelle, uwnm- of four
Baie . Ste. Anpe boats and
British Empire. light-heavy-
welght boxing champlion, also

criticized the weather fore-
casts. .

Lieutenant- -Governor
! Visits Stor;

T soUH \15,1,50'\'
Alepant.Go ve-mar

o LIF!.i

T.eonard laeul_ﬁ‘nant-gm arﬁm

~ "I came here Friday to go| aut
myself” _ he’. zaid, CWbut the
weather ‘wis too had Tt was
blowihg - hard. -~ The,, ‘marine
weather forecnﬁt for . Friday
night aid winds / of 20 or 35
miles an hour They are nolhmg
around here.”

Nn-ne nl‘ Durel.le s boats were.

- Rube I{amstem, Ghlef of the'

Halifax Weather ° Oifice, - said
gale warnings were Issued ¥ri-
day night '

éWe're in a rather bad pldca
he =zid. “These storms can de-
' velop very rapidly indeed off
the coast.  We get it a lot in
the w!.nter--tt 5 not as common
thig time of year.

Marine forecasts {ssued at
4 pm. ADT Friday predieted
light winds for- Northumber-
land Strait and Gulf of St, Law-
rence, shifting to. noryheast 25,

Six hours later-at 10 p.m. the
forecast was charged to north-
east gales 35 shifting at danwn
to northwest 35 and diminish-
ing Saturday -afterncon - to
southwest winds 25.

At 6 am. “Saturday necth
gales 45 were forecast and the
weather . office rpredicted they
would diniinish in the evening
to southwest gales 33, iz

[ ——

sxierdins syim]

wh

'O'Brien visited Bau# du- Vin,
| Baie Ste. Arme and Escuminae
Sunday afternoon - to ‘extend
his sympat.ny Lo’ the berédved
communities for himself and
the people of New Brunswick.

“Cominenting aftew.rards he
said, “So great. is the. disaster
in loss of life and eguipment,
one could rot grasp its frue
significance excepl by comlng
in perzona! rontast with sur-
vivors and bereaved hmlheq
Men whao go down (o ihe gea
are i hardy race, but not in
recent hizioly has siich a ser.
[ inus bl-:rw 40 life heen exper
;enu:ed

go. {pr the province, belicving
that tha same. sentlmen' w‘auld :
prevail ~across, Canada ~wher
the true significance: of he dis
aster hecame  kiown. v
He talked with one boat np-
erator, Edgar. Goodehild, “whe
had been at ‘gea . dmng the
storm in his- E‘Bfoot boat.- He
had set his nets-and was deift.
ing woen the storm-.struck.in
full fury about nudrught This,
man, ha ad'jeﬂ, was .able. to’

gave his neis and his lfe. To .

recount. [he sad story of 1685
of life I ite enfiréty. eannot
he dong biiefly,: g0 awful It &,
His Honor saici

i

Says Director

\ngeln Dwnml

day rnlght's Nm
Strait- storm “awill ‘bg :
than Spriaghill” e
the perceniages,

Seventy-five .men

“last”
October ir the Nova Ecoﬂi'a coal’: -

mining town ef 7,000, Twelve
‘men ware Known clead and 3¢
stitl | unaccounted * for. Sundgy
in Eacummac, and its surroungd.
ing tommunities, ‘Chey ha‘»e

combined fotal populatmn of 5

about 2,400

Mr. Bransfield, “who 15, 65, hau-: :
been fishing fm' salmon ﬂincel 4

1915,

“He * 1e[iected oth:r fisher-
| men’s opinions. " The . fishing

last week -had been ‘the best in
10 years.. Some fisherman were
malu:.n.g as much’as $200a mgh B
on the salmon eatch. - °

Said 48-yearold Albany -Ma
tin of Baie Ste. -Anne::“If we .
had -gone out- Fnday night all:
the men "in" the tamily would'
have beer. wiped out.” e

JAs it was; Albany’ ‘fade” thre:-

| commant after his return froma . °

shoreline search Sunday morn:,
ing, He carried 'with him two
symbols of death — the side 6f |
a wheelhouse ﬂlld a lo'b.-_,\er'
crate.: :

his 31 yr—-ar-old hmthpr )\udll BY

‘Albany's 22 - year - old -0
‘Alonzo was wth Andlew 1
the . boat. -~ i

6561 ‘Zgoung
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They’ll Go Back To S’é& Again -

Breakwater Is Escummac s Ll‘r'ei*i

By GEORGE McNEVIN
Canldlu Press Staff Writer

ESCUMINAC NB, (OP) — A
2,000-foot’ breakwater makeg this
little town of 600 the centrg of
the. fishing industiy along a 40-
mile stretch of the rugged north-
eastern New Brunswick coast,

The three-sided breakwater ex-
tends inte Miramichi Bay to form
an enclosure where up to 100 fizh-
ing hoats shelter during the sea-
son, An 80-foot gap in the outer
side pruuldas an entrance and
exii.

The salmion season opens June
1 and runs 1o July 3 when there
is a two-week pause to allow the
salmen time to go up the Mira-
michi River Lo spawn. The sea-
son. then resumes until Aug, ‘135,

The fleet was trying to cash in
on the best salmon rum in 10
!:.rears when it was hit by ihe
devastating northeast gale Fri-
day night, :

Favored Spot

Most favered spot for salmon
lg around the entrance to Mira-
michi-Bay. When the boats reach
the ground they let out their
“$1,300 nets, paying them out until
Ithey are about a mile behind.

Setting the net is Usually com-*

pleted by tightiall and the crew
sleeps while the boat and net
drift with the tide. They sleep in
‘theé cuddy — a small cabin with
which most boats are equipped.

At dawn the netl 'is drawn in
and the eatch taken aboard, The
boats head for the wharf o sell
the catch and make ready for the
next trip. The f.echniq’ue is called
drift fishing, '

Fishermen zaid it was odd that
the greates{ loss ‘was among the
;bigger boals, They thought at
Eimt the bigger craft had ridden

and some ﬁahermen ‘Were mak-
ing $200 a might. i

There were many famen-and-
son groups in the fishing boats,
The industry is the lifeblood of
thiz hamlet and youngsiers go to
sea early in iife to: werk with
their fathers and older brothers.

Hardened by vears.of carving
a meagre living from the sea_ the
fishermen realize that when the
zalmon are ruoning if iz time io
fish

- Those who swvived the sud-
den storm will for the most part
return 1o the salmon grounds
agaln. Even Brian Lloyd, 13; who
was lashed to the mast by his
father, told his weeping- mother
dg lfhey unloaded their catch that
he plans to fish agaln,

It has_been the ,custom. for
womenfo]k to go to hhe

water after a siorm, %

Saturday,
Stellg - Marig

return of loved ones,
. Fred - Aruenault
‘Nicholas, P.E.T.
struck, ‘sald a- "“new bhoat and
Apmand  Richard
Point, \P.E.I but the craft was

port at Summerside Satul'day
“Nets:may have been a reason

why some of ‘the other Boats

were lest,” he said. " :

any of th
older ‘women had ]nred through
the  anxiety '‘of ' waiting  tahy -
times. “They comortéd the youn+ !
ger women wht: gatht!led Early"

A
Early - Sunday  many - wem—. tcrf__‘
Roman  Catholic !
Church here to. gffer. prayerg for:!
the missing ' dnd’ ‘thanks. fnr lhe i

et Sl SR e R T el

8ef. S
who waj drift- !
ing for mackere] ahen the .storm

good equipmem" saved him aznd’
‘of - Els-:.ayne ;

lea.klng when she limped mto:

A sudden storm may . snap “the
rope, causing the boat.to swing -

31deways into the seag and cap-
gize. He said the same situation
might develop if WL"lds or .yeas

tove out the . riding-'sail on the .,

boat's slern " or
mast, oA A

smashed the -

6561 ‘Tz dunp
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out the storm, ‘not fully aware
|of its i.ntau.sity When smaller
‘hoats began coming in Saturday
|morning, they expected the
'larger ones to show up later, But
‘as the hours wors on their hopes
for further arrivalg faded,

Fishing Houprs

. The fishermen usually go out
‘between 4:30 and 7 p.m., expect-
|1ng to return the next mm"n.mg
|They fish at about 13 fathoms
178 feet). The average length of
the boatg is about 35 feet, They
cost about $2,500 and the hand-
knitted .netg are worth at lea.st
$1,500,
; AJLhough the men alse fish for
“macKerel cod and smeliy when
‘the salmon season ig closed, theil
main interest ig salinon, .
Fariler last week boats werr
arriving with an average of &l
galmon aboard. They were =ell-
‘ing for 45 to 55 centzs a pound

[a]
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Mis, Tom Lewis of Escuminac Jn"onaI} 'hu"a her come. Bu d_!pltf hcr own, worries &urmg\,!he dread-.

hushand, returned as if from the dead. "All I couid ful hours of wamng 3 Mrs. Lcma lt&yed n- tht snmlf--
think of was Father's Day,” she said, while he was =
missing in the terrifying storm. When Capt. Tom put

; phone and :‘ne :ta:ycd 50 she couid pun afong wmd to

his beat safely sshore with three others, Mrs. Lewia i
nimed thair turm danehtara meaad ssven and 13 were nver- other families E"’mltmz news. BT 3




rice to nelp at Escuminac-Sunday
n_hopes that: fru&nds an&_ e ntw

i tossed’ it
};nck empt)f four houts later. One body was found.
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List 22 Mzsm
Ezght May Be On
Four Other Boats

By DON HOYT
Canadian Press Staff Writer

_ ESCUMINAC, N.B. (CP) — Twe]ve
men are known dead and 22 are missing in
a weekend storm that lashed the Gulf of
St. Lawrence into a turmoil of 50-foot
waves '

Anxious relatives clung to a thin
thread of hope that the missing fishermen
would return alive. But as darkness fell
Sunday night, so did their hopes. .

- F. B. Fowlie of Newcastle, Red Cross
relief chairman, said four of the more than
50 salmon boats, caught in the howling
northeaster early Saturday were stx]l miss-
ing. They were believed to cdrry at least
eight mpnmhrmgmg the toll of dead and
missing to 42. - !

RCMP at nearbv Rmhibuctﬂ said. Sun-.
day night the bodies of two men-were’
[ound washed up on the shore. =

6S61 ‘Tz 2unp
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Spot 22 Dereliets

A epokesman for RCAF Seaith
and Bescue headouarteis in Hali-

fax ssid planeg searching ihe avea |

Sunday had spoted 32 develicts
alrmg & -mile sirewch ol cogst-
fine  heiween Poiny Hecuminac
and Richihucto,

Some of the hulks had heen
washed ashore, arners lay sunken
in ghaliew inshore waley,
snme Grtfied upside down off-
shore. There was nn sign of e
The weaihir was gook] Sunday.
vigihitity unlimiied ang ses calm

The fisheries cepaltment vessei
Lzmna, the ROMP cugeer Aood
and scores of small Mshiig hoats
aided in the search, Officials
nlzdmed to begin dragging the
‘wa¥ery of (he sealch area today.

One of the RCAF pianes was
en roule back to the Greenwood,
N.5. base after Roval Tour es-
cort duby in the Sepi-lles, Que.
area when it was diverted {o the
scene. "t wag noi known whether
the planes would resume the
sesron (oday.

Naw Brupsw ek Liscianant.
CAgnvernes J. Leonaig YBirien vis-
iteq here and nearhy Fay du Vin
and Bale Sie Anne Sunday

e of the limle oafl wae

eguipped with radie or radar, The

Mopm  iensified  vapidly  wiih
gales 1o Fi-miles-an-hour. The
boatz were ioxsed and smashed
shout like toys: o WE =

The Red Crose: who =et up a
relief centre here Saturday took
dowy their deniz Sunday night.:

Doore on homes of vietims #
Baie 3. Anme were dvaped in
purple crepe Sunday nighi. The
rosary was being said in almost
every house.

Funeral Riieg

Ome fimeral zervice lor the five
known dead from Lhe jitle viilage
will be peld ai the Bais Ste. Appe
Roman (Tatholic Church with re-
guiem masz Tnesday.

In Bax du Vin funevals for the
twn  men  whose  hodigs  were
found wiil be held Tuesday at 2
p.m_ in the Proféstant. church.

An exeellent run of =alman and
the abeence of a clear warning
of the slorm combined to produce
the terrible iob.

T{shermen There zald  Sunday
nlght they were nol prepared for
the gale tha swep: down on the
Tieet Friday night and early Sat-
urtlay,

Jack Doucet, onz of five men
whe avrived here Bunday afler
heing picked up from the chill
walers by another boal blamed
ihe weather ofiice, saying ''they
gave Us easiedly wind: 15 for
Friday nizii and light winds= for
Sarurday.”’

Rube Hornsteln, ehiel of the
Malitax Wentaer Offire -2ld zale
warnings  were eped Friday
night, Bin by roen the flael wag
it

“These  ~orme can deveiop

o

S S

[noy as common thiz time of the {bost and then Wwas swepe aver-
E}_."eaﬂ'." {See-alzo Page 3.) 'hoard himself. The gon was later
Some fighermen admitted they |rescued and admitted ta hospiial.
redlized a slorm was brewing be- i Hig father wae stil missing,
They wondered, too, ai the

rapre they se: oul, ‘But they didmt :|

and |

realize it would be ag severe as
it wzs, Weather conditions for
weversl days before had nol heen
igond, But they decided to take
|their chances, lured by the rich
lrun of salmon. )
: Material Losses
Besides 1he loss of lig it was
Hikely 1n take daxs to assesy the
damasge !n hostz and fishing
gear expectad 1o tun into hume
dreds of thousands of dnllars,
Hapgard Hshsrmen siraggled
into variode ports all day Satur-
dav with tzles of courage and
verror, Some survivorg had
lashed themselves to masls, Hoe
had seen relativeg swept over-
board by mountainols 'Waves,
Hers and in meighboring Bale
Ste. Arne they hegan digging
graves in the cemeteries for the
[unevals that were to come, Al
church  services Sunday some
facmes showved the stvain of wal-
ing. Crowds atiended to pray for
the dead and missing,

run in 10 years, aboul 30 hoats
mii ouy Friday nighl inte North-
umberland Strad where ther
were smashed and scaltered by
the howling noriheastar,

Never Relore

“Thepre, never wag no ioas of
life on boals 'in storme since 1
staried fishing for salmon in
1913, said Walter Bransfield, &-
year-old retired fisherman, ' [}
house became a flood-lit rescue
centre Saturday and Sunday,
| "1t was blowing awful dirty.
said  45-vear-old Jack Doueed.
Bernip Jenkins, who took Doucet
angd, his 1wo sons aboard his boat
afier the Doucei crafl, capsized,
sgid, ‘"t was ihe worst siorm |
have ever seen, Waves rose Up
like mountaing all avound ns.”

Saturday giant waves 3 o 8
feey high =il lashed the horse-
dige chaped hreakwaley here that
‘oims a ouier haven for [ishing
hosts from such adjacen; com-
munities as Baie Ste, Anne Bay
da Vin, Hardwicke and Rrom Esz-
cuminac itsedf.

Taz 1ishing was good, “Thal's
ho'w <o many. boals goi caught,”
said My, Brapsfield. “'lt was a
prelty rose- picture, 1f it had
been poor fishing a lot of boats
wouldn’y iave gone gul.”

Some got back all right after
taking shelter or riding out the
storm. Others were still unre-
ported Sundav night. Bils and

pleces of wreckage had been
waszhed ashare o iowed in by
-earching “fizhermen, many of

whom had missed drowning hy
a fluke of nature.

Siories of raw comage were
wold avound boiling poiz of coflee
in the rescur co-nvdination cen-
s, They ralked of Fraser Cook

lared by lhe bheaviest salmon

very rapidly indead off the cossi. fof Howard's Cove, P.E.A who

i seemingly  supechuman  displavs
‘hy men like Jack Doucel, who
istaved alive for 20 minutes in
i the ehill waler and supporied his
teen-age som although he can’r
swim, Both wera rescued.”

They malrned for men  like
| Albert. Chizzeon [ather of 14 chil-
dran, the voungest six months
old, He had a brother missing
Tamy, o,
There wge little optimism, Bul
|the: mén — and there ‘were few
women in evidence — clung o
ievery hope. ;
Belore Sunday masses at the
two Roman Catholie churches {n
thig predominantly French-speak-
ing area, fishermen donned rub-
ber coveralls and Jumped infe
(their boaiz with lunch cang to
czeaveh for missing men.
¢ They were jolned in the search}
¥ an RCAF' crash boat ‘and heli-
(copter, government planes, fish-
!erie--; patrol boats and ROMP-led
ifout patrels which combed the
cosstiine inch hy inch, .=

| seen <oma fighing nelg up oh
the shore down near lhe poing ™
zail one oid-ilmer  elerring to
Poin Escuminac, foug mileg from

Chprp,
“Thev " wanl. in go through
tevery net,'  he . added. “There

lroul be a bocy wizpped up in

it and that's the only way to find

.

Twp hodiss recovered: Sundsy
morning were found at the point,
They were brought here by am-
{bulance and idestified by Yela
tives,

Crowds of cutious pouved imto
Freuminae Sunday  along  with
scores of relatives from all paris
of eastern Canada,

Along the route were parked
| two hearses, one heating a rough
"wonden hox, the other a ocoffin.

In nearby Baie Sle, Anpe there
were mounds of dirl, in the cem-
eiery where graveg had been dug
lor ihe dead Inside the Catholic
i church men hag shed their rough
| fishermen's ‘clothes and donied
 their Sunday best for a brief howr
i of prayer hefore reiurning to the

search, Bui there wag less hope
ag lhe hours . W er
| come jn now will be dead,” said
Y¥von Durelle, the Bale Ste, Anne
poxer-figherman.

Searchers, alarmed by the
storm, began scouring the shore-
line at dawn Saturday for wreck-
age and bodles,

Fishermen who survived the
storm took Lheir boats out Sup-
day to-search for their missing
comrades, RCAF search planes
were hampered by the difficully
of distinguishing (he .searching
boarts from the lost ones.

I The freakish stoim veered Inio
the cistrier Friday night with

e

We grt i a o iy ihe winger, B's iooched s <an lo the mas: of his |

winds gusting lo 73 mileg an hour.
The gate piled the sea ints 50-
foot waves, A weather forecast
issued in Halifax ap 10 p.on, ADT

Friday had predicted winds of 35 -

milez an hour for the distirict.

The weather hag been bad all
week and fishermen ‘knew an-
other storm 'was on the way.
They didn't expect it lo 'be so
severe, Besides the galinmm were
running sngd staying ashore
meant passing up a chance for a
big pavday.

During the last 4wo weeks sal-
mon catche; offshore had been
the best in 10 vears, Boats were
\aking an sverage of 30 salmon
apiece daily. The salmon were
seliing for abmut $6 each.

Officials had. difficulty deter-
mining exactly how many boats
were oitt when the stormm hioke.
Most of the fleelL operates oufl of
this village of 600. B0 miles north
of Monclon, N.B., bttt many

' others go to the fishing grounds
from other porls along the coast.

Along  with the loss of life,
damage to fishing gear wag ex-
pected to be heavy, The boats

are worth zbow 32.200 each a

zalmop ney costz abow %1.500.
Maosgy fieharmen who were caught
by the storm lost their uets,

Traps Lost Too

More than 12,000 lobster iraps

had been set in thie ares Thure-
day. They are valued at %
apiece and damage was empected

4to be extensive.

Most of the boais are between
35 angd 0 feet long and are
usuzliv manned by two or three
men, Many are family affairs—
operated by brothers or a father-
son team. The vessels ara open
except for a small
wheelhouse, and some use s sail
in addition io the engine,

Distupted conununications de-

laved damage reports from some |

areas. At Poing de Chene, a sum-
mer resor{ area near Moneton,
the storm smashed cotlages and
pleasure hoats, Pies of [obster
iraps on wharves were wrecked.

In Shedlac, N.B., loWwn man-
ager J. A, Arsenaul| szig he had
“never seen anything lLke It In
June.” In the 24 . hour period
ended early Saturday 11& inches
of vain fell.

Coupled with the gale, the high-
est tide since 1940 was reported
here Friday wight. There was 2
full moon,
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Slicker hnoked on gunwale is gnm reminder.

e - e S e



6561 ‘zz2ung

waters behind




e ' ‘_.... - i Lo
" e R i R

Village men bail a torn, salvaged boat,
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An empty boat drifts home to Escuminac.

1
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flg;s___a'nﬂ cudd!rless hulk signifies death.
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Recovered, |

8 Bodies

(Continued From Page 1)
thing, It has touched everw

i man, woman and child. Many
i lost husbands, sons, and other

(nown Missing

Along East Coast

By JiM MORRISON
Gleaner Staff Writer

ESCUMINAC — It was not a3 happy

Supday . . .

Father’s Day here

too many fathers, and sons, were missing at
sea after the worst storm ever to hit the Miramichi Bay |

area. The tragedy wrought a tersible tall on the small fish.
ing villages of Baie Ste. Anne, Baie du Vin and Escuminac,
a foll that may reach as high as 34 dead.

The toll for the province will
e even highey as boats of fshe
ing fleets frot: Shippegar and
Richibuciw alse zob caught in
the storm, Bodies of three
fishermen from the Richibucie
liest have been recoverad.

{Ses Page & jor details of ihe
Shippegan and Richibucls dis-
AstEr
-6 CRAFT

Between 50 and 69 of
here  Friday night. Bsfgo
morning @ flerce siorm swapt
ap Miramicdl Bay. wreckiuyg
boats, ruining nsiz . . taking
ives. It is oot kaown how
many  Roats returned safelw,
how many were Insi

At last report elght
had heen given up by the murky
waters of Miramichi Bay,

other fisherman was kuown to

e comimunities were

nave drowned. Tweniy - two

were known to be missing and

helieved dead.

CHURCHES FILLED
Churches in the small fish-

yesterday, as they are each
Sunday. But the prayers had
special meaning: prayers for
those known to Lave perished:

filled :

L
fishing crafl had gone oul from |

{For other stories and
pictures ses F"g*’? 2.3 8
and ¥, Editorial an Page 4.

bodias §

Cag |

prayers for those .who  havs
not vet returned: prayers ot
lope: and meny pravers  of
thanks.

The tvagedy that has steuek
the Miraumnichi Bay area  ths
past  weekend s a lurking
iCopvinued on Page 2 Col. 4

S

1 friends,

relatives. Many lost only  good
. bui the loss was
every bit as keen,

| REALTZATION

A

It wasn't until Seturday
morning that residents of s

| cuminac realized that the hoals

and their crews were in danger.
Despair hung heavy ag huge
waves crashed against the high
breakwater, throwing spray
high into the alr. This :was
weather fit for neither man nor
bosat. 3 )

Help was needed and  heip
came . fast. The RCMP
from Newcastld, Chatham and
Beathursy arrived on the secens
They were soon followed by tha
Red Cross, RCAF Search and
Rescue, 8t, John Ambulance
Brigade, and later the New.
castie Fire Department.

CENYRE ESTABLISHED

An information centre was
established by the Red Cross
under the supervision of F. B,

! Fowlie of Newcastle, chairman

of the Red Cross disaster com-
mitlee  for Northumberlang
County.

The Search and Rescue uni}
of the RCAF at Chatham 'Sta-
tion guickly erected tents, angd
search parties were readied. No
boats could be sent out Satur-
day becalusze of the siorm. But
a5 the day progressed search
parties walked miles of coast-
Hne looking for wreckage and
bodies; finding both. .

Survivors -— boats and crews
-- started to come into Escu-
mingc, Stories of rescue and
of wreckéd boats soon eireulat-
ed throughout the communities,

Anxiety rose as it became ap-
parent thal many lives would
be lost, many boats wrecked
Anxiety turned to despair by
Saturday evening, at which
time only five bodies had been
recovered. More than 25 men
were still missing, many of

. them young, and one only 12

years old.
LONG VIGIL

A vigll was kept on miles of
shoreline and by midnight a
repor: came in that three maore
boats, or the remains of same,
had been washed up on the
beach betwesn Escuminae and
Escuminac Point,

Two more bodles were ra-
covered early Sundey morning,
and one late Susday night,

But it was on Sunday morn.
ing that Mrs. Bernard Jenkins,
who had given up sll hope for

i her husband, and nephew, Cyr-

il, broke ints tears of hapni-
ness. Mr. Jenkins, a stalwart
seaman, had managed io
weather the storm; had takesn
his eraff out of the stormy
waters of the bay inio the gulf.
He also had réscued three fel-
low fishermen: Jack Doucet
sad his tywo sons, Alphonse ahd
Ewveretr. . - e

HOPE WANES

Thic brought new hope to
others but as the day wore on
no more bosts came in undar
their own power. No more res-
cues were reported,

New ihe search was on in
earnest, a5 the water calmed
and the sun broke through the
overcast. Fishermen wasted no
ilme in getting their boaxs
out of the breakwater and into
the bay. :

Yvon Durelle of Bale Ste.
Anne, Canadian and Britizh
Empire light-heavyweight box-
ing champion, was i the fare.
front of search operations. He

I
|
|

i Tleet of five helping in

| done the same

Was out in one of his boats by
3 a.m. Sunday and before tha
day was out had three pf his
tne
search.

GRIM PARADE

New a slow bul grim parade
took place in Miramichi Bay,
Durelle's boat came back after
five hours, towing the remains
of a fishing vessel, filled with
waler Later another of his
boats was w0 bring in a secong
piece of wreckage,

The beats were g0 badly
wrecked that they tore apari
When a towline was atiached
and pressure applled. Other
wrecks were spotted,

The RCAF, grounded Salur-
day by bad weather, now pul
its search eraft ints the alr,
ineluding a helicopter. Move
and more reports of wrecksd
vessels were given uniil late
Sunday night all had heen ac-
counted for. Bui the searen for
bodies was legs sucoessiul.

ECONOMIC

The trigedy to the cormmn:-

tles of Baie Ste. Anne, Bale Ay |

Verte and Escwminee is not
just a personal one, bui also
economie,

No official estimate of the -
nanclal loss has been made bt
it will be staggering, Many
boats were & complete losg, as
well as valuable nets and other
fishing gepr.

Several fishermen lost, every-
thing they had,

“One grizzied, veteran fishar- '

man sumimed up the feelings of
all. of the fishing communities:
'This storm, this tragedy has
thing to us as
the Springhill disaster did to the
miners. ... it iz terrible."
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Relatives, Friends -
Scan Bleak Horizon
For Storm Survivors

J By ART CARPENTER
¢ Gleaner Statf Writer

ESCUMINAC - Silent and grim, men and women
scanned the horizons at the little fishing village of Es-
cuminac on Miramichi Bay during the weekend as families
and relatives of missing fishermen braved the gale-force
winds and flying spray to line the seashore,

Beiween 30 and 60 of the

sturdy fishing crall from the
3aie du Vin-Bzie Se. A'nne-
Tseumina¢ area ook fo the
pen waters of the bay and
yorthumberland Sirait Friday,
104 suspecting the evils  Iate
wd in store, Early Saturday
norning ihe wind whipped
ighty waves of 50 and 80 fest
lown the bay, sealing the fate
if the Lard - working fisher-
nem,

A total of 23 men and boys
e -believed missing.,  Seven
widies have baen recovered and
me man is knowh to b2 dead
n the worst tragedy ever to
iiviee ihe alea,

On Saturday afternoon,
HIge waves smashed at

a5
the

breakwater of Escuminac and
the wind sent the high tide
plunging over the baach lines,
quict people descended to the
shore, looking to ihe north fov
sails and to the beaches for
debris. which might” mean a
father or son or loved one would
refurn ho mote.

1 talked with many of the
fishermmen who had not wentur-
ed forth for the 'excellent sal-
mon fishing dnd learned one
imreortant thing — to these peo-
pie the sea is a livelihood and a
way of life, oot & constant
threal, ;

The tanned, hovny - handed
men are deeply philosophieal
(Continued on Page 2, Col. 5)

Relatives
(Continued from Page 1)

ing passicn. They know inside
shyatgany day at any time théy
msy di¢ any number of ways
while on the tossing weters, but
. do not seem to admit to them-
Jsalves that this could be so.
| A sombre - faced man in his
mid-fifties quietly informed
me, late Saturday night, that
his voungest son, a boy in his
midteéens, was on the waler
with. his uncle and" probably
. would never return. He sald:
. w1 never expect to see those
' two alive-again, but, God grant-
. jng,” if. they walk across the
breakwater and .shake my
hand, only then will I believe

that they live,”
BEACH LITTERED

Following this, he invited me
to msccompany him down the
darkened beach littered with
broken parts and planks of fish-
ing boats which would.- not re-
turn to the harbour., As he
| passed each bit of wreckage he
' commented on it, told whose
| boat 1t was torn from
. ¥oiced his opinion of the amount
of hope for the occupants,
| Tiny knots of men, silently
smoking and gazing seaward,
occupied various sectors of the
beach walling for a newly-
. spotted piece of wreckage to
"'reach shore on the high tide,
: or watching the battered hulk
j of a fishing boat slowly wash

toward land. During Saturday
- night sllence relgned in Escu-

minge asf the wind rﬁ:mméd

g yfrom the no and ,
| m&%ﬁ ‘;ﬁrhite! - erested?break- -
- ers boonied on the shore; Silent
wateh was kept from windows
by wives and familles await-
ing husbands,

SURVIVORS

Some survived the fateful
storm but there were many
who did not. According to sur-
vivors they remained afloat — -
swemped many times by huge
seas which “broke overhead -—
only” by helding {o their nets
and “Pointin’ ’er head t' sea™
or by dropping the nets - and
making a full throttle run for
the shore.

In pointing head to the sea
the ‘small sail on the craftf is
used to hold the prow of the
boat into the wind while the
engines labor fo pusk Ior the
open water of Northumberland
Straft. The shere run and cli-
matic bheaching at the end is
carried out by simiply dropping
the nets and opening the throt-
tle wide to ride the seas to the
shore and crash into the beach.

and love the sea with an uR-

and -

RUNS FOR SHORE

One fisherman who beached
his craft — the only to do s0
and survive — told me he had
no other course than to make
the run for shore and pray that
he did not capsize before beach-
ing. He lost his nets and his
poat but saved his life to come
home to his family and fish
gnce more. -

Perhaps the finest example
of the Northumberland fisher-
man's outlook on his trade is
Bernard Jenkins who, with his
teen-agé nephew, Cyril, 8
caught in the winds at day-

" preak on Seturday. He tighten-

. ed his nets and headed for the
|'open sea at a pace calculated
to just keep headway. The 48
' foot craft. had no more than
| begun 1o make headway when
 he spled & capsized boat in
. which were a father and two
sons. He hove to in the crash-
ing waves. and took the tric
aboard only to be swalupéd
himself. , A

‘STEADY BAILING

The now five otcupants of
the boat ripped the Tboards
from the floor and bailed steadi-

Saturday night to keep afloat.
Masses of people thronged the
breskwater early Sunday morn-
ing a5 Jenkins brought his boat
and four passengers safely a-
shore. He and his nephew had
breakfast ‘and [mmediately
headed to sea to retrieve their
nets and assist in the mass
search for survivors, wrecks or
bodles,

was

ly all day Saturday and during
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“You_Have No Idea In God’s Almighty

~| vantage of 1.,

World How Terrifying It Was’

EDITORS NOTE: Salmon
Hshermen ‘Bernie JenKins, 52,
and his newphew Cryril, 21,
sailed into harbor here’ Sun-
day after sperding 40 hours
at sez 'ag the result of a vie-
lent storm in Northumberland
Birait, |

By BERNIE JENKINS |

ESQUMINAC, N.B. (CP) -- We
put ouy to sea eallier than usual
Friday: The szlmon were running |
good; better than they had all]

week and wa we. - .3 1ake ad‘l

We just took luiches with us
and sztarted ou; aboup four o’-.
clock. .

Things- seemed to go all vight
until about 11 o'clock that night
when lp stavted te squall, It
would bhave been a good thing if
there had been rain because that

| two. bovs, We took them off one !
|at & time with 'a rope, The first

“You have vio idea in God's al-
mighty world how - terrifying it
wag,' . - L
When i became too bad " we.
reefed our szil and ‘huddled in
the cuddy’ (a cabin on the small’
boat), We were about 18 miles
oL, ' i ¢
We figured it was aboul- 11
o'cleck Satvurday morning wheni
we gaw another hoal overiuined|
with three people hanging oo ir.
Thev were Jack Daucet and his

time we threw them the line, one
of the boyg handed ¥ to his
brother, The next time.the same
youngster caught it and gave it
to his father. -~ - = . i

The geas were still high and 'we
had to circle for awhile before we |
could tosz the rope a thivd time.

I think he thought we wels go-!

‘We'd tun oui of fuel for the!
stove in the cuddy.and ripped off
the tires we use for guards on
the side of the boat. We cut them
up and began using them for fuel
‘to keep warm. B j

We'd dumped our lunches into
the beds earlier to use the pails
for bailing, The food was spoiled
hy ‘tha salt water.and we had te
do withoul. We ran oui of waler
Ibﬂ.:’. o Wt o .
ol wasn'y long afier ‘we got the

Doucetg on when our boat neatly
! Gapﬁlzed Sh-e_ reeled &l’!ﬁ tﬁg ‘en-
ging wag hurled to the - floor.

i It must have been six o'clack
i that evening before we ‘got - the
engine fixed up, We could have
| come in Saturday night, We could

see the lights of Escuminac, but
we Were afraid to risk it and
slayed right in deep water untili

gl il wm

gulels the sea, ; A gl 1
) _ (o 1iue  INg tn leave him (hen and wae davlight.
_lt s lh;- gl SR l“:: ! pretty gcarési. Wa manzged (o ge! We started in as soon as day
BEED SEED | AR n:fi’:ﬂ UP U5 in  position again (hough' and  Proke amd arrived abouy -‘seven
mountaine all arolnd U& . { fnally got him aboard. , | this morning, ;

J

C W
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Offers Financial Aid
FREDERICTON ‘— A mes| ~ The provincial fisheries divi-|
sage of gympathy and an ex-| sion has its officials in the area
prezaion of deep concern for all J';g’g-ﬁ;g: ; i‘?’sm;:%rm%;ﬁat?ég ﬂgg
Lhost_ltc!ughled byt -@g difa;;ter to i every possible way despite d;ifvl
the fishing flgets on Northum-| ficulties in getting messages
berland Stralt has heen issued Lhrough on local teleohone
by Premier Hugh John Flem-l Hnes, - |
S We have zuthorized all hoats

ming on behalf of the the prov- | iy the dragger fieet along the

ince. . Text of the premier's | coast to aid in the rescue work

message follows: #and we stand ready to reim-

1 send this inessage with an ;burse those so assisting for

expression of deepest sympathy | financial outlay while engaged
and concern for the wives and [ in the search. :

for the mothers and families of { | The government of the prov.

the?»men known to be lost | e is ClOS’E_l,}" fnll_owing the

Their tragedy Is the tragedy of | StUation in order to ascertain

the entire province and :he ]l DOW best its officlals and re-
sympathy which is  felt Ffor|-ources can he employed in ~

| them by their iminediate neigh- | Fellef and rescue efforts,

ibors is also fell, I can assuve| 1 close this message ag T .

them, by every man, woman Degan it with expressions of
and child in New Brunswick.|leartfell sympathy for those

May God comfort and strengh. | Pereaved and for those still

en each and very one so af-|.D lNe throes of anxiely and

flicted at this sad time. fear for their loved ones.
Rescue and - assisiance are
heing given now and more are
heing organized as the hours
| of this sad weekend unfold.
i The search and rescue arm of
‘ the Royal Canadiah Air Force
I

and the Royal Canadian Mount-
ed Police are doing everything
poscible in directing the work-
of rescue and assistance. They
are aided in this by officialz
of the federil and provineial
! governments. :

LoY )
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Learn Courage
. At Early Age
§ On Miramichi

ESCUMINAC (Staff Special)
‘—Sons of the stauneh Mirai-
chi Bay fisharmen- learg cour,
age AL &N egarly age. .

Brian Llovd, 13-year-old son
of Mr. and Mrs. Roy Lloxd of’
Escuminac is such a youth, His
eourage was tested to the limit
during the tragic morning and
afternoon hours of Saturday
when many boats were ‘wrecd:
ed and Hves lost duving a stovm
on New Brunswick's-east coasi
He didn't fall the tesl..

ONE OF CREW

Biian was one of a, crew of

set our at abowt 430 p.m. Fri
day 1o fish for mackerel, Oth:r
members of the crew were
Chlorin Jimnig and Les "Lewis
of Blagk River. '
“We were clear of the mouth
of Miramichi Bay. out into lhe
gulf, when the weather startad
getling awiul bad,” Brian sad
“We all climbed into the cud.
dyv for
storm

Iruur. inctuding his father, wan

1045 am. It sure was slaw
work, wiih ihe waves so high
and the wind blowing. It took
us a loag time.
TIED 'TO MAST

“It was about 3.15 naw., we
were approaching the ‘hra:z
wateér-a* Escuminac when we
saw a boat just above tha

shelter and rode out tue |

“We ;u-lled in aur nat-s alrait -

(Conitinued on Page 3 Col. 1)

. ; -

-+ Learn Courage
“(Continued From Fage 1)
wharf, ‘There was s man tizd
‘to the mast. © . @
““ie went up to the boat, bub
had s bard time te get him to
untie himself. Ti was Mr. Conk

Cove, P.EL). :
“We finally got him into our
boet: His was-full of waler
Then we got to the break-
water and took Mr. Cook to our
home, Théy took him to hospital
a little later. ‘ :
Mrs, Lloyd, who had spent &
harrowing day Saturday hoping

‘of her husband end son, is not
"too keen on Brian. going out
again, .

““That was your last trip out
fishing," she told him shortiy
after he had arrived home, safe
and well, -

GOING OUT AGAIN

torted, "I'll be poing out again
soon.” AR

Brian, who has been seasick
before on occaslon, was, of
course, seasick again during the
big storm. :

much this fime,"” Brian said.
“Dad gol seasick too."

The Lloyds all went to church
yesterday morning and offered

ers for the safety of the many
other fathers and song still

| missing, .

“It was the worst stirm ever
to hit this area,” Mr, Lloyd
sadd, Other veteran fishermen
agreed, ke

But Brian Lloyd, just 15
years old, bas proved that
& son of a Miramichi Bay fish.
erman has the courage to ride
out the roughest storm.

(Edward Cook of Howard's'

and praving for the safe return :

“The heck it-is,”” Brian re-

“Buf I didn't-mind it teoo

thanks. They also offered pray- |

Father SHill Missing:

SURVIVOR

HIS ORDEAL IN GALE '

_.-hy Edmd Cook'as -

EDITOR’S NOTE: Edward Cook, 29, of H »
P.E.L, came back from the worsi storm to hit the Miramiesi
the memory of residents. Mr.
amb
June 20, from his hospital bed
_His fath_er, Fraser Cook, 60, fs still

BLy area in’

patlent in u_‘lntel' Dieu, Chath

tragic ‘morning of Saturday,

yesterday aftetnoon.

listed as missing. 2

We started out Friday night
to set our drift nets for sal-
‘mon.' The weather had "been
bad all week -but hothing to
worry about. -
|+ It took us about one ‘and a
"half hours to reach-the point
where we wanted to put out Lhe
nets, about 10 miles from Es-
cwmninag, towards the mouth of
‘Miramicki Bay.

. The weather got inereasingly
worse as'the night were on but
it wasn'y untll the early hours
of the morning that it got real
bad. It:seemed to reach its
Desk ebout dawn, It was the
"worst- I have ever geen,

' There was'just Dad (Fraser
Cook} -and I aboard.' The .boai
Jurned right over once but we
were able to get back {n. I lash-
‘ed myself to the mast and hol-

| member very little,

| was

6S61 ‘Tz aunp
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DESCRIBES |

told 10 Jim Morrison

the Miramichi
Cook now is a
He -told his story of the

lered af Dad to do the same.
e was clinglng te the cuddy
tsmall forward ‘cabin). Just
a5 -1 hollered & huge wave
came over the boat, sweeping
the euddy and Dad overside.
" THereé was nothing I could’
do, I was helpless,
The next few hours ere a
nightmare, of which 1 cap re-

The seas were huge, some
88 ¥ the waves- were 40 to 50
feet high. I'don’t know. I just
can’t remember, )

The boat ‘was filled with
water and I was lashed to  tha
mast. I didn't expeet to come
out of it alive, ;

" Then a boat came ‘slong and I
belped into it by Ray
Lioyd. He had to help me gat
free from the mast; My sense of
feeling was just about gone Ly
then. My boat was mbout two

miles from Escuminze when I
Wag resctied, so they tell me.

‘Roy took me into the break-
water and I was taken to his

hhomn &, Idstt:yed there about an
ur an en they brought me
into hospital, L o, L

I'm feeling pretty good now
hut still weak, This wag a ter-
rible experience,
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Gone - Flsherman

Brother ‘Son Mlssmg Affer
Brutal Storm Strikes Strait

By GEORGE McNEVIN
ESCHRHNAG {CP) — “Hf we had gone out Friday night all the men In the family would have
been Wiped out,” said small Albany Martin, 46-year-old Baie Ste, Anne fisherman leoking sround
the Red Cross tent wearlly.
He had returned from sn early morning search of the shoreline near this disaster-stricken
nozrtheastern New Brunswiok cqnmunit:r with two symbols of death—the side of a wheelhonse

and a lohster crate.

He identified them positively[| . % i +* * * + +r *
us parts of a boat owned by his
brother Andrew, 31, reported
Imissing after the worst storm In
]35 years, which claimed at least
'eight lives and caused huyndreds
.of thousands of dellarg in prop-
-erly damage.

; Albany’s son Alonzo, 22, was
with Ardrew in the boat.

i “If we can only find them,
even if they sre dead, that is
‘about all we can hope for”, he
said,

“Yes”, agreed his brother-in-
lawe, Rcmeo ‘Martin, standing
nearby. “If we can only find

* them”,

Albany and Homeo were pre-
paring to enter a search for their
relatives and others lost in the
storm. An estimated 24 men
were slill unaccounted for.

Worst Storm -

Albany. sald it was the worst
storm he had seen in 55 years.
|He himself had once been storm-
wwrecked on Tabusintac Island
a bout 20 miles straight north of
here in Miramichi Bay. Before
running sground -he spent ftwo
da ys adrift.

Ihat does he think u!ﬁshin;
tor g living?

| **We have to do it or starve.
1t a1l we know. Most of us
hav'e fighed all our lives”. .
Albany had loaned 450 Iob-
ster pots and some nets to an-
otheir fisherman Friday night
His Joss is estimaied at about
$2,000. He and Romeo decided
to stgy in port that night.

Thg salmon fisharmen usually

o oyt between: 4:30 and 7 p.m |
and tﬁ,ring thelr nets. They re-|
turn between 6:30 and 10 in the’
meorning y

Théy fish at about 13 fathoms
in Narthumberland Strait and
Miramichi Bay. Escuminac Is the
gathering "point for &mall hsh-
ing buats averaging 35 feet in| |
length; for about 20 miles along
'the ccusL

6S6T ‘2Z aunf
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LIS

OR MI
Final Tol Might Be

gher, et Lamed

By DON HOYT - 3 n

ESCUMINAC (CP) — ‘I‘hlrty-iwe i:shermen'wero
listed “officially as dead or missing Monday mght dn the
'Nonhumberland Strait flshmg fleet d1saster. S ' :
!- . .As the search for bodies continued and reports
l'in“from isolated coves and hamlets the posslbiht}r ram_m-
-ed that the fmal toll rrught be even higher, = 3

are listed as known dead on the basis nf reports fmm
vivors who saw them washed overboard from. their
salmun fishing boats in a broiling sea early Samrday.

Twenty two men are listed as missing and presumed dr;‘swned.

. . The most devastating gale to hit the New Brunswick ‘coast in--
Vears also wiped out about one-third of the, Miramichi area ‘#almon;
ﬂeet a heavy blow to the distriet's economy.” & i
Mokt of the 66 licensed boats in the Escumjnac area were at
aet: when the gale struck. Twenty-two of them disappeamd th__
storm, - 5]
Four finally mde part battered and ledking. Pglice gald the
uther 18 are derelicts. Some lie wrecked on the shore Othe:rs are
sunk in shallow water, . s
* T don't think there's any hope- for any “of these beuple
said M. A. MacDonald, fisheries protection officer:for th
Brunswick Counties of Northumberland, Wesirnorland and’
cester. - ks

I J:an’t know what will happenl Y T S
now *ip ‘thése people -that ln:ns'.:1 x * * )
men, ey're very, very poor’
and aa far as I know there's no
money “to put them ba.ck in bus:.—
ness. -.

{One ‘mare body was washed
ashore “Monday.

It ‘was found at Rlc!ﬁhucte, ,
mi!es south of here, and identi-
fled * ‘a3. Victor Robichaud, 43, ;
M:a.nue!.s Post Office,

‘- Beour Shoreline

Since early Saturday policemen
on' foﬂt have scoured the mckm
ghore’ tor wreckage, Boats of the
Eacumi:mc fleet, many of them
mam:ed by men who weathered
the “dedth-dealing blow, towed in
the -dereliets.

.Threa’ fisheriss patrol Boals
fmm New Brunswick.ports put to
spg. .agaln  Monday - looking . for
ies, ;al;eyi wb:re“ assisted by an
2 ro &t and-a’number
f{I:Ira.g:f:vens frop Caraguety Theyr

il ‘nata betwden the' hoats in'
“hai of catehlng hodies. il ‘;

Phrpoma
“ Funera( Services “will ‘bé held;
today " at nea.rby ‘BaieiSte, Anne’
and Bay- da’ Vin. ; At Baig: Stel
Anne four.. {fishérmen - vAllE be
buried after a requiem nis
the. Roman Cathelic ‘chur
Bay -du Vin men will be'’ bu.ﬁ.ed[
from the Protestant church. i |

The blow ‘tt - the shak; £econ-i
omy, unstable aver ftha: .years be-
cause .of .a capriciouds fishery,|
may never be repaired. Only a
few fishermen ara believed to
have taken advantage of federal
gevernment insurance  adminis-
tered by the ﬂqhqries depa.rt
ment. g
“It's been rare tha’c a boat ha.s
been lost—maybe two or three a
year,”” sald Mr. MacDonald.. ‘‘So|
insurance hmt been too popu
]a-r 1

For one per cent o! the ap-
praised value of their “boats, -the
fishermen could get back &D per

if it -were loat, - - .
i Expmslve Graﬂ: :

The hoats, ranging in:. length
{rom 32 to 18 feet, cost $2,000 to
$2,500 each, Salmun netz coat af)
least $1,500 aplece. Besides hoats}
and net losses Escuminac fisher-|
mien lost an estimated §12,000 lob-|
ster pots in the storm. They were;
worth $5 aplece, - |

About 45 boats are he:limﬂ to
have been In the strait when the,
blow caught them. ; |
YT never saw mny sea, ]ike this!
before," sald Walter ook, found
Inghed- to the mast in a dru‘ting
boat Saturday by another vessel
poking cautiously towards sanc-
tuary  behind the - ‘breakwater
here.

His father had been. washed
overboard. 3

Many blamed' the weather of-

fice for not: praparing them for
the storm.
" “They gave us easterly winds
15 for Friday night and lght
wirds for -Seturday,’ =aid Jack
‘Doucet, who was pulled with two
‘sons from the freszing waters byi
(another fishing crew., -

Winds gusted as high as 70
miles an hour, said returning
fishermen and sea's pounded
boats and men to :pieces, The
small salmon driffers do not
carry radio or zadar,

One old fisherman said his
son’'s body showed ' he hadn't
drowned,

“His lungs were dry,” said t.he

ioldster, ‘He was broken and|
kﬂled’ by the sea against his
boat.”

—

cent of its worth t’rom lrmmnce_

6561 ‘€z 2unp
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RESULT OF STORM — Above
is all that’s left oi Walter Wil-
liston's fishing boat. Williston, of
|Bay Du Vin, was rescued from
his battered ecraff during the
height of the weekend storm

whicl lashed Northumberland
Strait and eastern and northern
New Brunswick. His boat was
|towed into the Escuminac har-
|bor. New Brunswick Premier
|Hugh John Flemming yesterday
visited Escuminac and other,
centres affected by the ferocious
storm, ‘which practically wiped
'out the Escuminac fishing fleet.
Premier Flemming is shown
|speaking to Donat Turbide of
Manuel Fosl Office, one fisher=-
iman who luclkily did not make
Friday night [ishing trip - d.
Mertin, Northumberiand

; doLiE. acceinpanied

sier. (Abbass Studio Fh




BOME OF THE LUCKY ONES
which survived Friday night's
: salmon fishing boats ca
@ numb
Phota),

2

— Pictured bé

gale in Northumbe
ught off the Northumberl
er of boats. The resultant death toll stands

g

d, Kent and Westmorlan

a‘:ﬂut least 13 with 22 other fisherien unaccounted for.

June 23, 1959

&t the Escuminic breakwater are s group of New Brunswick fishing Boats
land Strait and made port safely, The i

baiterad liftle craft ware among 50

d county coasts by the sudden gale which swamped

{Abbassz . Studia
L T
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LOOK OVER NETS — A small group of Escuminac fishermen probe through nets to determine the
extent of damage they received in the savage force storm that hit northern and eastern New Bruns-
wick over the weekend. Despite the tragedy, in which  lives were lost, fishermen in the area are
making ready to brave the seas again and continue fishing, (Photo by Abbass Studios)
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“NOTHING E
IS GENERAL

disaster that hit this area.’

stunned by the fate of many of
a,gaﬁ
number of men' who wandered

Monday were ready fo resume
tishing, No one was heard to
say he wculd halt his occupa-
tion.

liston for example.

"he 35 - -year - old Bay. du
Vin man was saved from  thel
storm. . But over on the shorel,
lay & hattered hulk of wood.
gphlit in" half, It was ‘all that
rémained of the 40-foot boal
that Willistoh and Harold -Tay-|

[for the fishing gmunds Fnda:,r
night.

“T want to keep fishing. There
is nothing else I.can do. But I've
got to have a new hoat”, said
Mr. Williston.

foot waves during the height of
the lashing storm, It rolled com-
pletely over at one stage, Mr,
Williston revealéed.

“] don't know yet how we
stayed on the boat, She rolled:
right over add then back on her!
feet again and Harcld and
‘stayed right on her”, he said,

.Wag Only 20

He winced as he mentfoned:
the name of ‘hiz fishing partner.|
Taylor, only 20, later died after

liston’s boat in the wild waters.

“He laid guietly on the boat,
He was hurt bad, He died quiet-
ly and I never noticed when. He|;,
was a good - man", Walter Willis-
ton said sadly about young Tay-
lor,

ing out his torn fishing nets
nearby, “What else are the men|
going to do but fish? SomebodyJ
chould help them along though”,
he said.

Fishermen here who survived the erashins bltlw that whlp:led

50 foot waves In the Gulf of St.
ggt:lt a,tfd those who did not brave the flash weekend storm, were

lost their lives in the churning waters, Bui they were not discour-

* The ma;crity ‘of the small
down to the Escuminae- . whari‘

lor, his mate, left the harbor it jveg #1t o  terrible thing.

His boat was slashed by 50| ...

Inot for a’while. My

being rescued b:r Theodore WII--L

His brother Charlie was surt-[e& otply slight dama

LSE T0 DO”I
SENTIMENT

ESCUM]NAG (Sia.ﬂ Spwhl} — A gloomy, guiei nhnosphere
hugged this tiny northern New Brunswick fishing village Monday .
as its residents reeled under the full impaet ur the weekend orm:

Lawrence and Northnmberlun&

their friends and neighbors who

" The Bﬂ-year-old Charlie - Wil-i
liston dido’t, Ineclude himsgelf
with the rest of the men. He
was one of the lucky ones, es-
caping the storm and recovering

the pets he lnst» temporaﬂly on

Sunday.

_W‘hé has heen tlshm)g
£ rg tpolnted ol the
: ocked at ihe wharf
cépt for a brokeh cabin
window. ‘was in good, shape.
“There she is; she pulled me
through sheer hell and I'm go-
ing to giveé her a paint job'every
year uritil I put her up on ﬂ:e
ibeach for good". °
He broke: out in sobs “as. heé

Here T am talking about paini~
ing my baat and there ars all
those men who will never get
in a boat again. It's terrible,
ben'rible“ : '
i "‘I’II Go Baeck” -

A Httle . further - down the
wharf Elmer Maclntyré of Es-
cuminac ‘probed  through = hig
Lishing nets, He too survived
the storm. safely reaching = Es-
leuminac, Saturday morning,
MSure-I'm going back  out. But

_damaged bad, It will probably
" he two ar three weeks before
'l be able to go again®.

s Macintyre estlmated h!s Joss
at $1,200,

Bernard Jenkins ‘was * still
talking: about his ; miraculous
survival in the turbulent waters
atier his boat was flooded dur-
J.ng the storm  Saturday morn-

“We've got to expect these
thmgs a5 fishermen ” he said, e~
ferrmx to the’ tragedy “111 be

golng out again, His boat receiv-
‘and “he
expecis fo recover his nets,

Jack Doucet, Manuel Post Of-
fice, who:together with his two
teen-aged sons, ‘was pulled out

|_ For some though it means a:%;rhe taﬂll thin Ba:,- du Vm-

lback-to-the-wall ﬁght to  geti '
iback on their feet—Walter W;l.. .

'seas. Hig father, Frnm,-was

nets arel

things Hlke this -that ‘make me

of the waters by Jenkins after
his boat capsized, was taken to
Chatham yesf.erday for a check-
up after his ordeal. Bui he is
still willing to resume f:shing as

(Continved 6n page 5, col, 4)

Nol'hmg

‘Elsé To Do
ls-Fe__e_I_lng.;:..

(Cununued !rom p{gge 3)

soon as his’ boat is repa.irad
Twenty - eight - year - old Ed-
ward Cook sald -he thought he'd
be fishing - again.  “There -is
nothing much else T .can do.” He
ieft for his Prince Edward Is-
land home yesterday .after’ be—
ing released irom Hotel Dieu in
Chatham where. he- wm placeﬂ
for observation. T
.. Lashed To Ma.st S
Cook lashed  himself ' to 1he
mast of his father's -boat’ whén
the craft was ‘sinashed by heavy

washed ‘ovérboard. Edward was
gaved by Roy Lloyd who came
upoh the Cook craft as he: wps
bucking ihe sterm foss id - 7
ters. ! i
Lloyd's 4E-foot boa
damaged and he plans on res
ing his fishing aceupntion Hls
13-year-uld gon Brian was' :till
ready to join his father after'a
harrowing expﬂience- rtm:ing the
storm. ., - -

The youn est was lashed tn
the mast-of ' the boat ~hy  his
father 2§ g safety precaution
and was extremely sick during
the storm. Brian wasn't trounr.i
for an interview ‘Sunday.” He
was back on-his’. father’s’ 'boat
giding in the sear;h ‘for bodies,

Armand Daiglé of Hardwlicke
was ‘glad ‘Monday ‘that he stop-
ped fishing three years ago. “It's

glad I'm not ishiug dnymore, It
was no life for 'me,” ‘he stated,
The ' hardy ﬂshennen ‘of this
area just don’t feel those senti-
ments, not ‘evéen aiter ‘the hor-
rible fragedy. - - - s |
= Push led et R
There :were reports Monda:f
of a re!fe?‘i?und ‘béing ofganized
in Fredericton for ‘the <benefit
of the Northumberland Bteait
disaster ‘areal Thu newspaper
is “encouraging . a .provincial “or
federal povernment fund,” .
Until ‘an official national or
provinelal .fundl’ i3 established,
The Times will accept qontn-
buticns -for the .relief the
fishetmen's family and will

acknowledge them in this: Daper. |

6561 ‘€T dung
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OUR FISHERMEN'S TRAGEDY

" Federal and Provincial Governments

Should Aid Stricken Families
(An Editorial) '

' i ovince and the rest of Canada have 'been
stunrrli:‘e}:ilsb?r the tragedy which struck thg {isI'liing com-
munities on New Brunswick’s east coast. Many ?f the
homes in the villages of Escuminac, Bay -du Vin, Baie Ste,
Anne and others feel the loss of loved ones—fathers, sons,

cousins, friends. )
The people of this province and elsewhere—always

noted for their generosity—are wonflering what- they can
do to help. They are looking for guidance and leaders_h_:p.—
Many of the victims of the sea tragedy left large families
who will find life 2 tremendous hardship unless help is
offered. As this is a misfortune of national scope, help
should be forthcoming from all the country.

It is to be hoped that our federal and provincial gov-
ernments will lead the way. They should take the initiative

rather than wait for other agencies to start things rolling !

to meet the emergency. i ;

Such a wholesale tragedy as this imimediately brings
to mind the Springhill mine disasters of 1956 and 1958. On
both those occasions all of Canada, including this province,
sprang to the aid of the Nova Scotia mining town. In 1956
the flood of donations was so great that it was possible
to establish individual annuities for the widows and chil-
dren of the thirty-nine miners wha lost their lives,

Then last October, when the second Springhill disas-
ter occurred, the response from all across Canada was even
more overwhelming. While rescue workers still were strug-
gling to save more victims, Premier Stanfield of Nova
Scatia announced the organization of a national fund cam-
paign. His government led the way with $50,000 and the
premier said that more would be added if necessary, Short-
ly afterward Premier Flemming of New Brunswick stated
that he had recommended to his cabinet a contribution of

June 23, 1959

$25,000. Then the Federal Government donated $100,000
with more to follow if .needed. The fund exceeded the mil-
lion dollar mark in a month, and 'by spring of this year it
had risen to nearly two million dollars, = A
.. We hope that the need for assistance to the families
of the New Brunswick fishermen will bring forth an equaily
generous and iramiediate response, Comparatively speak-
ing, the tragedy-of the fishermen is even greater than that

" which befell Springhill last year when 75 lives were lost,

because the 35 fishermen deaths in New Brunswick were,
exacted from a coastal district. the population of -which |
is only -about two thousand. AEIE a0 Al i

Let the federal and provincial governments set’ an-
example of leadership in this matter and the people’ of

“New Brunswick will .soon follow with that generosity

¥

- government fund is estapliched.”

“'hie' will contribute $3,52 Many ovhers will follow,

which is second nature to them, Already Lord Beavérbrook,

*“whose interest and devotion to_Canada and. his jadopted
-~ province in particular is well known, has anpBunded

ISR E gl
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On a retrouvé 11 corps — Deux sont morls

d’aprés des témoins
Messe pontificale de
.Baie Ste-Anne par 5.

et 22 sont disparus
requiem ce matina - -
E. Mgr N. Robichaud

" ESCUMINAC, N.B. (PC) — Trente-cing pécheurs morts: ou
portés disparus. Tel était hier solr le bilan officiel du qiéaut;a
du détroit de Northumberland @'aprés les renseignements parve-
nant des hameaux du district. II est possible que le nombre det
victimes soit plus élevé, les recherches n'étant pas termindes.

Onze cadavres ont été retrouvés, mais le mombre des mork
certaines est de 13, des survivants ayant déclaré qu'ils avalent v

périr dans la mer en démence
n'ont pas encore été repéchés.

deur hommes dont les cadavies

Vingt-deuzr hommes sont portés officiellement disparus. Ox

crolt qu'ils ont tous péri. Toutes

La tragédie z été causée par|

la pire tempéte de mémoire
d'homme, en fin de semaine, dans
le détroit de Northumberland.
Elle a détruit environ le tiers
de la flotte de péche au saumon
de la région de Miramichi, au
nord-est du Nouveau-Brunswick.

les victimes sont des pécheurs.

" Trois bateaux de patrouille de v rive.lSun pére avait été emporté
eries de ports du Nouveau-| par les vagues.

giihnswick ontprepris la mer lﬁef,l Plusieurs blament le buresu

recherchant des ‘corps. Ils étaient| de la météo de ne les avoir. pas

aidés par un bateau de patrouil-javertl d'une tempété. “Ils nous

le de la Gendarmerie eanadienne|ont annoncé des vents d'est de

et plusieurs chalutiers de la ré-|15 milles a I'néure pour la muit

C’est un trés dur coup pour tou-

ite l'économie de ceite partie de

la provinee. Escuminac est située
sur la baie de Miramichi.

Une cinquantaine des €66 em-
barcations de la région- étaient
dans le gelf Saint-Laurent, non
loin de 13, au moment ol la. tem-
péte a2 frappé. Vingt-deux sont
disparues: dix-huit sont des épa-
ves et quatre ont réussi tant bien
que mal & atteindre le port.

ion de Caraquet. Ils tiraient des| et des vents légers pour samedl.”
%!els suspendus entre les ba-ja dit Jack Doucet qui a é&té.re
|teaux dans l'espoir d'y sccrocher|tiré dcs eaux glacées avec sey
ides corps. . " |deux fils, par un anire bateau.

Ce matin, & Baie Ste-Anne, Son| Le vent a aiteint jusqu'a 70
Excellence Mgr Norbert Robi-[milles a I'heure et Ia mer en
chaud, archevéque de Moncton,|furie a pilonné bateaux et pé
célébrera une messe pontificale|cheurs, réduisant les premiers
de Requiem pour les victimes de|en piéces et emportant les au-
12 tragédie, dans I'église parois-|tres dans des ‘tourbillons d'&
siale. = cume, Les petits bateaux de p&

A Baie-du-Vin, un service sera|che au saumon n'ont ni radio nt
chanté pour les victimes de re-|radar. - g CEE e
ligion protestante. ' Un_vieux pécheur 2 dit. que

Réduits i la mjsére?
Parlant des familles éprou-
vées par la mort, M. M. A, Mac-
Donald, fonctionnaire, préposé i
la protection de la péche com-

merciale - dans trois comtés du

Nouveau-Brlunswick, Northum-
berland, Restizouche et Glouces-
ter, déclare: " P rETLT
! “Je ne sals pas .ce que gera
eur sort. Ce sont des famillc

"La tragédie porte-d.la région|le corps de sonffils prouve qu'il
un coup dont elle pourrait .ne|ne s'est pas noyé. “Ses poumond
plus jamais se relever. On croit| étzient ‘secs.” a dit le vétéran.
que quelques pécheurs sculement|“Il a été tué par la mer lors
avaient de I'assurance du gouv.s-) qu'elle ‘I'a lancé contre’ sou ba-

nement fédéral sur leurs barques{teaw.” o iy Fari
de péche. . o 'Li météo avait émis un com-
“Il est rare qu'on ait-d dé-I_mtr;}iq';;é;_:.t.:ixhgumq,'.s..md;edi
plorer la perte d’un bateau, peut-| aprés-midi, ‘prédisact:-des vents
étre .deux ou treis par année, de .Jézﬁrswﬁ;;t,fh‘ém,.-n_lys;_.tarﬂ.:'_on

fres trés -pauvres. La plupam

des pacheurs qui ont-péri H'é-
taient pas  protégés par Dassu.
rance. Je ne sais pas ou on
pourrait trouver de l'argent.”

M. MacDonald. explique qu'a-
vant ceite tempéie les pécheurs
perdalent - trés rarement leurs
embarcations.

Un auire corps a été rejeté
sur le rivage hier. 1l a été trouvé
4 Richibouctou, & 30 milles au
sud d’ici, et identifié comme
etant celui de Victor' Robichaud,
43 ans. ;

Depuis 1'aube, samedi, des po:
liciers a pied ont arpenté les
rives du goelfe, recherchant de.

bris et cadavres. Les bateaux de |

la flotiille d'Escuminac, beau-
coup montés par des hommes qui

ont survéeu a la tempdte, rame-| jamais vu une mer aussi démon-

naient les épaves.

hleur de leurs bateauxn, its pé-

dire M. MacDonald, ce' qui ex-|dire:des vent nord-est de 33
plique pourquoi 'assurance n'est|modifiait les: tics_pone -pré-

pas. trop populaire. . milles - Vheure totirnant vees.is’

nuant graduellement:"A 4 heyre:
dy.matin, Summerside faisait,
fapport ‘a bureau de la méléo
de-vents_de 45 milles & I'heure

cheurs pourraient. retirer 60
pour-cent de sa valeur en assu-
rance, en cas de perfe. Les bar-
ques, longues de 32 a 48 pieds,
coutent de $2,000 & $2,500 cha-
cune; Les filets 4 saumon cod-
tent au moins $1,500 chacun. En
plus des "bateaux et filets, les
pécheurs ont également perdu
des. agrés de péche au homard
peur environ $12,000 dans la
tempéte. Les cages valent .§5 3 : :
chacine. . . : ¢ long des cdtes, en hiver, mais

On eroit quil y avait 45 ba-|| on ne les rencontre généralement
teaux en mer lorsque la tempéte} pas & ce moment-ci de l'année, a-
s'est ubattue sur eux. “Je n'ai| til dit. i

milles. g i
Rube Hornstein, directeur du
bureau de lg.météo de Halifax, a
dit qu'on avait émis des dvertis-
stments d'ouragan vendredi soir.
Mais la flottillz de péche dtait
alorg en mer. “Ces tompétes peu-

————

‘tée, @ dit Walter Cook, trouvé
lattaché au mat d'un bateau i
k’]a dérive, samedi, par une autrei

barque cherchant & regagner la

June 23, 1959

Pour un pour-cent de la va-j nord-ouest’id -Faube :puis dimi-.

avec bourrasques atteignant 64

vent survenir frés rapidement le’
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Jack Doucet raconte comment

il a survecu

ESCUMINAC, N.-B. (CP) —
Veicl ce que déclaraif M. Jack
Doucet, 43 ans, et pére de-12
enfants, aprés avoir été sorti des
eaux glacées par un autre ha-
tenu. Ici, il raconte les 38 heures
guil a passé en mer au cours
de la tempéte:

“Jétais & environ 20 milles des
cotes d’Escuminae, lorsque la
tempéte g'est élevée, vendredl

soir. La tempéte est.arrivée par

dégrés. I ventait terriblement
fort.

A deux heures du matin, la
voile s'est brisée. On ne s'en est
pas occupé parce que le bateau
¢tait navigable et les filets &
saumon tenaient bous.

Nous nous sommes levés 4 5 h.
30 Je-matin et nous avons docidé
que la mer étzit trop houleuse
pour tetirer nos filets, alors nous
sommes retournés nous coucher.
Lorsque nous nous sommes levés
4 nouveau, nos filets étaient par-
tis.

II nous fallait rentrer car nous
navions plus de filets. Nous
avens navlgue dans I'eau d'envi-
roa 30 pieds de profendeur. On
ne pouvait pas voir les cotes, &
couse de la brume, i

Nous avons rencontréd un sutre
‘bateau qui savait ot était la
lumiére de la ebte. Aprés qulil
eyl levé ses filets, on l'a suivi
vers lz chte, Dewe autres bateaux
se soht joints & nous et enfin, un
cinquieme, dont le moteur ne

miarchait pas, Je L'ai attaché :l

N l Py

a la tempete

ron bateau mais la lame est
venue trop vite et le bateau a
té soulevé et il est tombé cur la
partie basse entre deux vagues.
Moi et mes deux fils, et William
Manuel étaient dessous. (On a
retrouvé le corps de Manuel dans

le bateau de Doucet qui a atteint

la efte, dans la journée.)

Nous sommes tombés a environ
10 verges du bateau. Nous avons
nagé -jusqu'au bateau. Mes deux
gargons sont montés dans le ba-
teau et je me fenais aprés l'an-
ere. On est resté A 'eau pendant
20 minutes. Je ne pouvais pas
nager mais j'al réussi & monter
dans-le bateau avec l'aide de mon
garon. (Des pécheurs’ d'expé-
rience ont déclaré qu'une per-
soane he pouvait pas vivre plus
de guelgues minutes dans l'eau
glacée). Jai avalé beaucoup
d'eau.

Bernie Jenkins, mous z alors
apercus. Il nous -a ramassés, En-
viron deux minutes aprés, les
vagues remplirent le bateau ef le
moteur arréta, ’ i

Nous avons réparé le moteur
samedi soir. ‘Dimanche matin,
nous sommes entrés au port. Les
hzteaux que nous avmns aper¢us
clalent ﬂBJa’ entres T A

*

=ik
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Yvon Durelle demun de de I'mde

pour ses compagnons éprouvés

.S le gouvernement peut g4é-
penser une couple de million de
dollars pour la visite de la reine,
il peut en dépenser un peu pour
algler les familles de pécheur: de

la région d’Escuminac, au NOJ-I

veau-Brunswick” Clest ce qu'a
déclaré le champion poids mi-
lourd canadien de la boxe| Yvon
Durelle, hier soir.

. “Les prises on{ été faibles tou-
ta_ Iannée” a dit Durelle dans
une enfrevue” et'personnellement
j'ai failt jusquici $6,000 de moins
que l'an passé. La plupart des
pécheurs de la regicn eprmwée
ont el une mauvaise année jus-
qu tei et il faudra mainterant
cing ans avant de se rétablir de
ces pertes.”

Dureile, de retour & Moncton
pour continuer son entrainement
en vue d'un combat contre Archie
Moore, 4 Montréal, le mois pro-

¢hain, a passé la fin de semaine
chez lui i Baie Ste-Anne. Ce petit
village est au coeur méme de la
rézion, éprouvée par la perta de
plus de 30 pécheurs au aours
d'une violente tempéte, en fin de
semaine. 4

Durelle lui-méme était part
pour aller 4 la péche au saumon,
vendredi soir, mais il avait re
broussé chemin et rappelé ses
trois autres bateaux & cause du
manvals temps.

11 & également eu quelgues
mots de crxt:qlue 4 lendroit du
service de météo. “Ils nous an-
nencent le ternps qu’il fera quand
nous I'avons™ a-t-dl dit.

Aucun de ceux qui ont &té
&prouvés par la tempéle n'a-
vaient de l'assurance, a-t-il dit
Plusieurs méme étaient dans les
deltes.

“Les deux prnchames semaines

verront les meilleurs jours pour
la péche au saumon. Entre -le
premier et le 15 juillet, les, pé-
cheurs commerciaux doiven. sus-
pendre la péche pour permuttre
an saumon de remonter les rivié:
rcs et donner une chance au pé
cher, sportif. Nous en perdronf
dnne.

Il y avait quelgues sauinons. .ll

gemaine passée et fous étaient .

desireux de faire quelques del:

lers pendant qu'ils en avalent la

chance.

' L'attrait d'une bonne prise au-

rait pu inciter quelques uns dex
vieux pécheurs a rester en mer

méme en sachant qu' une forts

tempéte s'élevait. “Le’ gouverne-
ment -devrait certainement faire
guelque chose pour ces gens. Ils
sont pauvres et il n'y a pas de
compagnie pour lancer une caisse
de secours.'

£
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La reine exprime ses sympathies aux familles June 23, 1959

et auix pécheurs éprouves — Elle demande qu'on

la tienne au courant des événements — Des
demandes de secours faites au parlément

OTTAWA (CP) — La treine Elizabeth et le prince Philippe
ont exprimé hier par lintermédiaire du gouverneur général M.
Massey, leurs conduléalll:_es i cenx qui ont perdu Jes personnes
chéres ou des mavires dans la tempéte de samedi, dans e détroit
de Northumberland.

Dans un message 3 F. B. Fowlie, président dit poste -de se-
cours de la Croix Rouge @ Escuminac, N..B., M. Massey déelare:

“Sa ma;esté la Reine et le duc d'Edimbourg m'ont demandé
de vous exprimer leur détresse en apprenant la nouvelle des pertes
de vie et de biens dans le détroli de Northumberland, tot samedi,
et de faire part de leur sympathie & tows ceux qui ont souffert

et aux parents de ceux qui ont perdu la vie dans ce desastre
Ye télégramme était signé: “Vincent Massey”.

A Chicoutimi, on apprenait que~
la reine a demandé gu'on la tien-
‘me au courant des développe-
ments dans la tragédie de la Mi-
ramichi.

Au cours du voyage & bord
du Britannia dans cette région du
nord du Québec, elle s'est tenue
4 I'écoute de la radio pour fout

ses conséguences. Elle a égale:
|ment demandé au gouverneur gé-
inéral de Ja tenir au courant.

Au parlement, le ministre des
Affaires des Anciens = combat-
tants M. Brooks a déclaré qu'on
Eera tout ce qui est possible pour
aider les pécheurs du Nouveau-
|Brunsmck 4 se ré-équiper aprés
1z violente tempéte de fin de se-
maine.

M. Brooks 2 adressé la parole|PEF
aux Cemmunes alors que tous leal

. partis exprimalent leur syinpa.

‘thie avec la population ‘éprouvée
par.ce .désastre. .

6. Roy McWilliam, deputé liba-

| ral du’ comté qle Nérthumberland-

rM;ramId:i ot vivajent la: . p!um

grahde partie_ des personines &
prouvées, a demandé au premier|
ministre Diefenbaker une aide]
spéciale pour Jes pécheurs qui
ont survéen aprés avoir perdu
leors wgrés et leur éguipement.j
Il a suggéré qu'on pourrait faire
nuelque chose par l'intémédiaire!.
,de la Caisse canadienne de se-
cours en cas de désastre.

M. Diefenbaker, notant que d’a-
prés les derniers rapports, on
comptait 12 pertes de vie, a été

-

lz premier & exprimer ses sympa-{

thies, parlant de la tempéte
lcomme ceile terrible tragédie
‘de la mer.”

apprendre de la tragédie et del .o rronng sy coeur méme de la

Il a déclaré que les recherches|

en vue de recouvrer les 21 person
nes portées disparues se conti-
nueront sous la direction du ser-
vice de recherches et de secours
de 'ARC jusgu'a ce qu'on doive
abandonner tout espoir de leur
survie. o

M, William a dif que la tragé-

baie de Miramichi. Il a2 rendu
hommage aux actes d'héroisme
accomplis par les survivanis en
mer.

H. W. Herridge, ({ CCF-Koote-
nay-Ouest) s'est associé aux ex-
pressions de condoléance et a ap-
puyé la demande de M. MceWwil-
Liam d'une aide spéciale pour al
der les survivants i se réeqmp-

P]us tard, M. H T Rﬂbichaud
(L-Gloucester) a demandé si le

service météorologique du fédé-
ral avait donné un avertissement
de la tempéte de vendredi. Le dé-
pute du N.-B. a aussi demandé’ au
ministre des Transports M. Hees
de commenter la pratigue de .fa:
re des pronostics de la météo 2
‘5 heures de l'aprés-midi chaque
jour pour les pécheurs, ce qui est
un peu tard pour bénéficier aux
pécheurs dans les eaux prés des
' pdtes,

M, Hees a dit qu'il lui répon-
‘drait plus, tard.
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Premier |
Moved By
- Bra'very

FREDERICTON (Speoial) —
Premier Hugh John Flemming
made the following statement
Tuesday on the northeastern
New Brunswick fishing disaster:

“I returned here Monday
evening from Escuminac, Baie

Ste. Anne and Baie du Vin areas, -

where I spent Monday accom-
panied by the Hon Roger
Pichetle, minister of industty
and developmenf, and Robert
Martin, MLA of Chatham, visit-
ing many shocked and grief-
siricken homes, where fathers
and sons have been lost.

“Everywhere, I was moved by
the bravery and fortitude of be-
reaved wives and children. X
again assure all families of my
personal sympathy in their be-
reavement and my desire to do
everything possible to.alleviate
the distress caused by the disas-
ter. This feeling is held by the
government and by all ¢itizens
of our province.

“The stories of individual acts
‘of -heroism and self-sacrifice
. were most impressive, as well as

the concern indicated by friends
-and neighbors. EgEa

Pays Tribute .

“I want to pay tribufe to the
air search and rescie of “the
RCAF, the RCMF, the disaster
relief agency. of the Canadian

ed, Cross, and all devoted of-
ficials of federal, provinéial and
municipal government who have
Leen and are still, working in
the area, . ite &

. _“I have contacted the minister
of health and social services,
‘Hon, Dr. J. F, Mclnerney, -and
have been assured that public
health nurses and social service
workers from the ares are al-

ready available to the cornmuni--

ties to offer comfort and conso-
lation to those afflicted, - - .

“Brigadier J. E. Anderson of :

welfere - services, “was on _the
scene Monday and arrangements
are being made to expedite the
social service henefits which .
will be avallable;. . “. 0 " -

“It i3 my intention to recom-
mend to the government a-con-
tribution for the disaster fund of

| $25,000 to be used in general
‘welfare of those afflicted and

restoration of meéans of liveli-
hood  to the greatést possible
extent, TS R

) 1 oy
"l note, with gladness, con-
tributions made to the disaster |

fund by, Lord " :Beaverbrook,
Lady Duhn-on ‘behilt of the Sir
James Dunn Foundation, K. C.
Irving and others, - = 3
MTo all, I';ex_Eénd my thanks.
I strongly urge. that every one
make as large .1 contribution as
posible to the disaster fund for
the relief and assistance all
the suffering and . bereaved.!

. “1 commerd to our government'

' uncerfainty . &t such s time.” -

.“one has to view the damage and

June 24, 1959

‘S-é'h_c_lgrs
Sympathize -

OTTAWA (CP) — The Semate
Tuesday night sent an

¥easels ‘in ‘Northumberland Stre
last weekend, .-
. Senate Speaker Mark Drout

*by Liberal Senstors C. V. Eme
son and G.'P. Burchill, ho
from New Brunswick, asked
,them '“to éxpress to their conatit.
. Qents our deepest, strengest k:

most 'hearttelt syrapathy.”

thus_ atricken."

any ‘help that is -within their.

power .to give. Financial aasist-
ance ‘could relieve to a degree
the -added biirden of worry and
- 8enator Burchill told of visiting
the 'scene: of the storm 'where'

see how ‘thoss boats were over-
turned, ‘broken and destroyed'top
appreciate the. force of the storm
« <% which struck.” -

-He said it is gratifying to know
that " represéntations " are being
made to the government for aid|
to those who  suffered loss.
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NO ILL-FATED SHIPS

June 24, 1959

,CARR]ED MARINE RADIOS

B I{ALIFAX (CP). — .Ruibe’ Bm:nsteln. ehlet of I.he Halﬂax
weather office, sald Tuesday nizht that an 8:45 p.m. weather warn-
. 'Ing to east coast vessels Friday night was msued to 1rmport lle-

pariment marine radio stitions.

Ships in the Northumberland Sf.raii area with marlne raceivers
would have been able to pick up the gale warnings from Canso,
North Sydney, Grindstone in the Magdalen Islandx or GFH at New-
porl Corners, N.S.,. Hurnstcln mid :

None, of the northeastern P{ewf

Brunswick salmon fishing boals
caught by the storm earried any
kind . of radio,  ‘said Norman
Sehofield, Escuminac area fish-

" erles office ' Tuesday - nlght

There 'is no marine- rel:eivar in
the community. -
Mr, “Schofield sugguted» that
such “warnings should be issued
to, :local i/ radio -stations - and

tghauld - naﬂfy the ﬁahermgn ta

go out and warn .those at_sea
cf the dauger v He said that if
this had béert ‘done Friday night
fishermen: who - had ‘stayed in
port “would have gone”
“The first. warning receiveﬁ by
private radio stations was con-
tained. in & “forecast lssued at 10
pm, . ADT, It said_ in part that
“marina ‘interests are . warned
that gales are fordcast: for all

._areas, ;exdept Bay . of Fundy,
. Solithwestern . Shore, Browns
-.I.ehasre .and River, and small

cr t. are warned’ that winds in

-excess. of 20 miles an hour are

fa for. all- maatal areas.”
rrTegnspart Minlster Hees told
the ‘Commons ‘Tuesday that the

.pam. _weather ‘forecast .from
Ha,lttax did not anticipate the
aetérity ‘of the storm which hit
Northimmberland Strait. He said

wam]ng ‘wag isgued af 8:45
pm. ‘om FHalifax and from
Gnnder 35 minufeg’ later.. The

'.Imhf_rmen had 1Eft port’ by that
: ﬁme

Thirt}'-ﬂve ﬂshérmun died ‘a3
a result oi the storm -

' hﬂﬁ" lm éathe

forecast Jast
“Friday did not anticipate™ the se-
“Verity 'aof ‘the" aturén which struck

i Nﬂl‘tb.umber ! Eﬂﬁ'ﬁe gk

3 \mply

IL-Gleuces-

- Bt 845 ?Fhr?u 5

and from’ Gnn'd .'i'imllla. 15 md;lf
> thin: tng

utes iate;;- i
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Hundreds Attend

Vicftims

" Funerals

By GEORGE MeN EVIN

ESG‘UMINAC {CP) — Hundreds of mourners overtlowed two
churches at nearby Baié Ste. Anne and Bay du Vin Tuesday to pay
their lasi respects to six vlnttms of New' Brunswick's weekend

fishing fleet disaster.

Meanwhile the search by bezch-comblnx ground parties andl

boats drazzing nets eontinued

Thirty-five men dled in the viclous Friday night sto that
‘seuttied a ﬂeet of 45 to 80 salmnn lmais Eleven bp&ies ::'?re e~

Teovered.

When- t?m hawf !ug,,ga.le mbqiﬂ?d 22 bnal« weﬂ;
ounted for from’ nmonx iha number of’ wreckeﬁ

- eventually were a

for 24 bodles still not recovered.

|
&l
|

derelicts that still dot the coasiline. - i

Mutfled sobs and unccntrulled|

'weeping punctuated the two fun-|

eral services.  About 1,200

Jammed luto the 900 - seat Bale!
‘Bte, Anne Romen Catholic church|
‘for the funeral mass of Edgar
Dgigle, Willlam George Manuel
.and Remi Martin, 21l of Bale Ste.

Anne. Hundreds more spilled out
onto the road. The crowd was
eatimated ms high as 5,000,

The three caskets draped in.
black and-gold were carriad into
the small cemetery across from.
the church, At a mearby yard,
Edgar Daigle’s three small chil-

.dren played unconcerned,

Most Rev, Norbert Robichaud,
archbishop of Moneton, urged the
mourners to pray for the

‘hereaved, He encouraged them to

“hold strong” in the face of
tragedy.
200 Fill Church

The 250-seat St. John's Angl-

.| Bay islands Tuesday. They will be

ﬁmpe For Bodies

Ground parties groped along
the rugged coastline in case some
bodies washed ashore. Boats
dragged Miramichi Bay with nets
‘slung between them in the chz.rce
af seooping up other bodies. -

A 18-man force from the New
Brunswick Fore.stry Bervice began
searching the shores of Miramichi

taken from island to island by &
fisheries boat end continue
the search for bodles Indefinitely.

Sympathy was being expressed
by a startled -country over ‘the
howling nor'easter which hrought
New Brunswick its worst fishing
disaster. .

P rim ¢ Minlster Diefenbaker
called it a terrible tragedy of the
sen and offered help. Queen Eliza-
beth, on tour of Canada, wanted
I1.13 be kept in constant touch with
'developments. Speculation was
ishe would visit the disaster area

ican church at Bay du Vin held
funeral services for disaster wvie-
tim Harcld Taylor, Haley Willis-
ton and Cunard -Williston, A
crowd estimated by RCMP at 200
filled the church and outside
lawn. Rt, Rev. A. B. O'Neil,
bishop of Fredericton, delivered
the eulogy. Ten of the still miss-
ing wictims are membem of St
John's Parish,

Mrs. A. H, Jones, wife of the
churgh rector, said the people
have ''stood up well under this
terrible disaster, -It is just un-
belisvahle."’

Funeral services will he held
today at Baie Ste, Anne for Geot-
frey Richard and his sen J, Louls,
while Viector Robichaud will be
buried the following day,

Despite the concentrated

‘| searches, no other bodies have
|80 far been found.

g8 her husband Prince Philip did
in 1958 st Springhill where 75
men died in & mine cave-in :

The New Brunswick Fisher-
men's Disaster Fund reached
$15,100, chiefly on $5,000 donations
from Pritish peer Lord Beaver-
brook, New BErunswick Industrial-
st K. C. Irving and the Lady
Dunn Foundation.

Archbishop Robichaud nald
collection will be taken up in al!
parishes in the .archdioces July
5. Nova Scotia and Newfoundland
gm’ern.menta both offered to help

in any way.

June 24, 1959
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. they are about & mile behind,

“which most boats are eguipped.

Wednesday,

June 24, 1959

'ESCUMINAC
CENTRE OF

INDUS

By GEORGE McNEVIN

ESCUMINAC, N.B. (CP} — A
2,000-foot breakwater makes this
little town of 600 the centre o!
the fishing industry g
mile stretch of the rugge

eastern New Brunswick ouaat.

The three-sided breakwater ex-
tends into Miramichi Bay to form
an enclosure where up to 100 fish-
ing boats shelter during the sea-
son, An 80-foot gap in the outer
side provides an entrance and
exit,

The salmon season opens .Iune
1 and-Tuns to July 8 when there
is & two-week pause to allow the
salmon time to go up the Mira-
michi River to spawn. The sea-
son then resumes until Aug, 15.

The fleet was trying to cash in
on the 'best salmon run in 19
‘years when it-was hit by the
devaata.ung ‘northeast gale Fri

day night.
lﬂa.vorea Spot

Most favored spof for salmon|:

is arcund ‘the entrance to Mira-
michi Bay."When the boats reach
the ground they let out their
$1,500 nets, paying them out until

Setting the net is usually comi-
‘pleted by  nightfail and the crew

sleeps while the boat and net i"“‘ l.ndu:‘h-y, _“mth'.__g{féhw_.“
ithis ‘hamlet and Foumgaters go to

‘drift with the tide. They sleep in
the cuddy — a small cabin with

At 'dawn the net Is drawn in
and the catch taken aboard. The
boats head for the wharf to sell
the catch and make ready for the

drift

pext trip. The technigue is called | #ah.
fishing.

TRY

Fishermen sald it was odd that
the greatest loss was among the
bigger boats, They thought at
'ﬂn!t the bigger craft had ridden
out the storm, not fully aware
of its intensity, ‘When smaller
boats began coming in Saturday
morning, they expected the
larger ones to show up later. But
as the hours wore on their hopes
for turther arrivals faded,

- Fishing Hours

The. ﬂaherman ususlly go out
petween 4:30 and T p.m., expact-
ing ‘to return the next morning.
They fish at about 13 fathoms
(178 feet). The average length of
‘the boats is about 35 feet, They
cost about $2,500 and the hand-
woven nets are worth at least

-§1,500,

Although the men s!ao fish fb!'
‘main. interest is
the salmon season is cloaed thelr
‘mackerel, cod and smelts when
Hirlier last week boats were
‘arriving .with an average of 30
salmon shoard,. They .were  sell-
mgmrdsmsﬁcmuapotmd
‘and -some fisharmen wure ma.k
'int $200 a night,

; Thers were m rnther-and-

“#en aarl Ein!ﬂemwark with
thei.r ra and older brothers.

" Hardened by years of carving
& meagre living from the sea, the
fishermen realize that when the
salmon are running it is time to

June 24, 1959
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i[#RGE"CROWD“PAXS-.EWAL.IR;BUTE"I:O FISHERMEN — Friends and relatives gathered in!
| the Bay du Vin’s'St. John'the Evangelist Anglican church yard Tuesday to pay tribute to three of
lthe community’'s‘fishermen’ who perished in last weékend's Northumberland Strait storm. Burled
|we;'e-Harq_id_ Taylor, Cunnard Williston and Harley Williston. Rt. Rev, A, H. O'Neill, bishop of
f Fredericton, 'pvss-'nlmn'g the officiating elergy. (Abass Studio Photo} =, ; £
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Du désastre maritime de Ia fin de sémaine a
Baie Ste-Anne — Une foule émue assiste aux

cérémonies — On continue de rechercher les

corps des disparus — Des secours pro_mis

Par Eric & oguen

-BAIE-STE-ANNE ' (Spéc.) — Les funeralﬂes d’un
jeune pére de-famille, d’un adolescent de 18 ans et d’un-
ancien pécheur de la paroisse de Bala Ste-Afine, ont eu
lieu hier matin dans 1'église de Bale Ste-Anne. Une foule .
de plus de 1,400 personnes ont assisté & la grand-messe

de réquiem célébrée par Son Excellence Mgr Norbert

Robichaud.

Durant le service, a.uquel c-nt participé les parents
d'un grand nombre de victimes de cette plus grande tra-
gédie a jamalis frapper cette région, Mgr Robichaud a
demandé aux gens éprouvés de ‘“reprendre caurage" el
faire face A ce grand malheur,

Les gens, parents et amis des
victimes, étalent d'un calme
éfrange & ces funérailles. Pas de
scéne, pas de <rises, mais de
temps en temps on entendait des
sanglots a4 demi-étouffés, et les
larmes chaudes et améres baig-
naient les yeux d'un grand nom-
bre alors qu'au bord ‘de la {osse,

SaintesAnne, face a T'église pa-
‘toissiale, e R. P. Paul Arseneault
recitait les derniéres priéres sur
les ecorps qui, dang leur cercueil,
descendaient lentement avee le
petit crissement sec des cables,

re.’ -
Et ce; fut Ta premlére pelletée de
terre, ‘et les geris, un & un éehan-
‘geant ivplx basse des commen-
talres ‘émus, se sont retirés, alors |
&, des groupes de fem-{
snuienant mutuellement
ﬁlﬁﬂ_nii_hord -de-la fogse

£ “:ﬁarmer coip dioeil
l'e.si ',de'a'ra'ientk e'ncij'm
_-aapercevmr le visage ai-
‘pére; d'un frére.

wﬂ _'GUJ
“stgho se. rennuval\',cra. Toi-

m
gnanie, Wéchirante. Celle scéne
d'adieu dehmtu‘ tandis que d’'au-
tres’ attendent, sans espeir, ceux
qui sont"disparus, emportés par
la tner ctuelle, :

.. “Le -sactifice de’ cette messe
sera non seulement offert pour
le repos de ’dme de ces irois
“victimes mals pour fous les au:
tres qui ent perdu la vie,” 2 dé.
|clare ‘Mgr Robichaud.

. Parmi la foule, on apercevait
plusieurs camarades de péche
des victimes Edgar Daigle, Rémi
Martin et William Manuel venus
faire un derpier adieu & leurs
~mniens coéquipiers.

dans le petit cimeliére de Baie|
| “Ainsi nous voulons secourir ces

Les cing enfants d’Edgar Dat-
gle étaient restés & la maison,

tout le drime qui se déroulait
autour d’sux. -

Mgr Robichaud a répéié sa dé-
claration de la veille, soit qu'une
collecte spéciale sera faite le 5
juiliet pour wenir en aide des
familles des morts et disparus.

familles non seulement d'une ma-
niére spirituelle mais aussi d'une
maniére matérielle. !

Une grand-messe de réquiem
sera chantée dans toutes les

jusque dans leur derniére demen-

ourd’ hui et demain, la

églises et chapelles du diocése
pour’ le repos éternel de tous
ceux qui ont perdu la vie.

Hier aprésmidi. 4 Baie-du-Vin, |
viliage woisin, ley obséques de
Cunard Williston, Haley Willis-
ton et Harold Tayler, ont en
‘liew A 1'église anglicane de l'en-
‘droit.

Entre-temps, Ies recherches se
poursuivent en mer ol les pé
‘cheurs de saumon ont disparu.

On continue 3 rechercher 24
cadavres, :

La tragédie, qul s'est produite
vendredi soir, a colté la vie 2
35 pécheurs et détruit une ein-
guantaine de navires de péche

qu'ici 11 cadavres. Un vent d’une

le détroit de Nerthumberland et
une partle du golfe Baint-Lau-
rent

Les cadavres h'Edgar Daigle!,
let de Rémi Martm furent les pre-
miers 4 éire rejetés sur le riva-
ge et celul de William Manuel
le troisiéme.

irop jeunes encore pour réaliger:

au saumon. On a retrouvéd jus.

violence énorme z fait rage dans.

Auj-:::.1r¢l’]11.|1P ‘A Baje-Ste-Anne,;
ent lieu les funérailles de Geol-
frey Richard et de son fils Louis.
Demain gy dérouleront celles de
Victor Robichaud.

Les fonds de sepours institués
pour, venir en aide aux familles
éprouvéss ont recueilli & date
plus de®$20.000.

Tous les 18 porteurs des trois
cercueils des pécheurs catholi-
ques hier sont des pécheurs, de
la région de Baie Ste-Anae. Cel

sont, pour le cercusil de wit-
liam Manuel: Aurgle Manuel An-
toine et Albert ‘Manuel, Benoit
Morau, Obé Durelle otiLévi Sa-
vole, pour-celui de Rémi-Martin;
'Ralph Gibbs, Jeéan: MacIntyre. Ro-
 dolphe Martin, Melvin. Martin, '
Albert et Abel Lirette; et pour
celui d'Edgar Daigie: -Léonide, |
Archie et Fernand Daigle, Alphée
Mazerolle, Gabriel Dalgla et Gé
rard Daigle. :

Cutre §. E. Mgr Roblthaud les
officiants de Ia grand-mesze
chantée furent, diacre i¢. B. P.
Frargois Roy vieaire & “Moncton;
et sous-diacre le R. P.:Herbett
Grathan, . vieaire de la  parolsse’
de St-Augustin. " Les RR. PP.
Edouard Cormier, curé de la pa-.
roisse de Pninte-s«apm. et E. Bel:
liveau, officiaient dans. celte mé-
n:,e capaclté A tltra dlmnneur '

Le'R. F, Cm-ml_la JJohnson, de
Monct ik 'JTI?I : éi;g,mo

1.4;;5 : ;B,ml}au de,
Grande-Digue, "C:,rlig' "d'Amoilr,”
de Jacquet Rlver et Acthur Gal-

lien,” de Néguac, élagepﬁ_présents
dans ‘le cheeut. ' . 7" .
On, slgnalalf. fa pre encr de M.
Louis’ “Rohichaud, 1eader du pard
lihéral, dont le’ \nllage natal de
Richibeuetou est situé A guelgue
30 milles de Bale Ste-Anne.

June 24, 1959
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La famille de Camille Chiasson
a perdu cing de ses membres

On n'a trouvé aucune frace jus-
qu'ici des cing membres de la
famille la plus éprouvée par la
tragédie qui a frappé les petits
villages de péche de la munica-
. palité de Hardwick en fin de se-
,maine, :

Deux des fils et {rois des pe-
tits-fils de la famille de Camille
Chiasson, Baie Ste-Anme, sont en-
core au nombre des 22 pécheurs
de saumon qui manqguent i 1’ap-
pel.

Les épaves de deux bateaux
el une canne, qui ont été rejetés
sur le rivage, par la tempéte, té-
moignent du sort probable des
cing sur la mer.

La canne d’Albert Chiasson,
qui est disparue avee son filg
Alphgonse 17 ans, a été retrouvée
dans son bateau, Alhert, victime
de . paralysie infantile, il y a
gquelques années, était infirme
d'une jambe. :

Au foyer, sa femme et ses 13
enfants survivants ont perdu tout
espoir de le retrouver en vie.

Thadée Chiesson de la Marine
canadienne I'ainé des enfants
d'Albert, est arrivé chezlpi hier
matin, I1 était en service avee
I'eseorte & la reine Elisabeth et
du prince Philippe lorsquen l'a
prévenu du désastre. On'a fait
un arrét spéeial au port de Ri-
mouski- pour qu'il puisse rejoin-
dre sa fazmille affligée, le plus

tat possible.

Maintenant que la maison pa-
ternelle n’az plus de chef, *il
faudra bien que je pense 3 quit-
ter la Marine,” a-til dit'” Il faut
que quelqu'un fasse le travail”
Thaddée a 18 ans, et fait partie
de la Marine depuis 15 mois déja.

De l'autre eco6té de la cliture,
la femme de William Chiasson a
également perdu tout espoir. Ses
trois jeunes enfants ne savent
que faire szns la direction de
leurs deux fréres ainés Adrien
et Robert, qui sont aussi portés
disparus.

“Sl seulement un d'eux avalt
été sauvé,” a dit Camll!e Chias-
S011.

Parml les vir:.t:mes membres
d'une méme famille, on note éga-
lement Jean-Louis et Lionel Ri-
chard ¢t leur pére, Geoffrey:
william Chiasson et ses fils
Adrien -et Robert; "Raphael Ro-
bichaud et son ‘frére Victor et
Andrew Martin et son neveu

Alonzo.

PERE EPROUVE — On voit
ci-dessus™ M. Camille Chiasson
80 ans, de Baie Ste-Anne dont
deux fils et trois petifs-fils
sont poriés disparus., |l cause
avec M. Charles D'Ameour, gé-
rant de L'EVANGELINE, éga-
lement de Baie Ste-Anne et qul
compte aussi de la parenté dans
les victimes dé la fempéte. On
voit & Farridre plan, & gauche,
lx maisen d'un fils, Albert, &
droite celle de l’:ﬁfri, Willlam.
Au centre & l‘w:nl--plan, 32,

trovve la maf:on paterne «r.-
_pw’

RITS SR SO ST




FUI’-IEF.AILLES ~ Trols . diu
vietimes da-la fragédie. mariti--
me de fin de semaine onf éFé
recondyites A leur ‘dérnier: re-
pos,. hier, dans |l cimetidre pa-

reissidl de Baje Ste-Anhe. Ci-

dessus, la faule recuciliie et
émue prie, dans ITéglise, ol
trois cercueils se suivent, dans
I‘allés centrale, recouverts de
drap neir et or. A gauche, les
porteurs s¢ mettent en marche,
travensant la rue du village
pour se rendre au cimetiére:
Dans la phots du. bas, le R, P.
Paul Arsenault récite les der-
nigres pridgres au bord d'une
des frois’ fosses fraichement
crausée dans cette terre yui
recouvre et enserrs mainte-
nant les corps de ces péchevrs,

hahitués aux grands aspaces’

libres de la mer,
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MASS FUNERAL HELD - Hundreds of moumers spilled over into the
Evangelist Church, Baie de Vin, Tuesday,
weekend’s tragic storm were held. The

church yard of St. John’s
as the funeral services for three of the victims of last

i ic Church, three
others were mourned - Edgar Daigle, W.G. Manuel and Rémi Martin, all of Baie Ste Anne. Included
among those attending were G. Roy William, MP for Northurnberland County, W.J.

Gallant, MLA,
L.J. Robichaud, NB Liberal party leader and Herve Michaud, MP for Kent County,

L
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ESCUMINAC (CP) - Six

draggers continug d the
1| scooping  of Miramichi. Bay

| Wednesday ‘night _ whilel ..

|

| caught Friday n

beachcombing  ground:  par-i” . -
ties scoured the ‘coastline fork the:
1one of 24 bodies “still -unre- TUTLD - e
signs of 24 bodies still UNTE oryice | Cars
covered in New Brunswick'sjgy até ;s_t:_geto ﬁ"
fishing fleet disaster.” - could see. Only-one.
Méagrwiihile ithe .stricken ‘t;lgit;r i Ef}i{gl}aﬁﬁ,’t 5%
fishing = communities g’[on% AL Lo tHa &iéti‘eééﬁﬂd ?"*""'-“BT: a
_ Northumberland ~Straitineing. sought. :The New Brahs.
féiﬁniia to bury their dead.|wick. .Fitshhprmq;gé% _msg;t_% _Zg‘nqrnd
e B % - o itopped the $50,000 mark Wednes-
It was on the usually peace-|;pRB " ilinutions still pour-
ful strait where the fleet offyng qn " - ° LB
small * salrhon ' ‘boats ~Wete| The eca ami¢ impact on -the

T 1 Hn
ag the oye
-funeral, 0L
: schedulec
: ;E:'-i"l

it “anlarea is indlcated to an extent In
t Friday night Dy 0|05 ot that, 5 of the 66 licensed
unexpecteﬂ ga_le. Do ed - hoats in the area Wetl:‘ﬁ 'lfa.ugl-iil,
Thirty - five - are listed. as|by the storm. Pragtically. &

B [ i i@ were damaged only & few of the
deaci,lbut-oniydu bcdles hav 92 reported missing after the
been 1.-s:::ox.n*.-r~=_c-eEt Iﬁ'“tﬁrbﬁg‘;‘d blow were salvageable. Atlldbo?;s
| el ST ol o fac for. WeT® SVENEKI S erecks tnat
|eight of the victims. [ Geoffrey tned up along the coast, .
llmchard and gaasor:n I-?;;?:;;ﬁl The beats cost !,:2.0?0 to sg,gnﬁg:

| uried , Wednesday ML R o ‘Re.each. Salmon mets run to $1,
cemetéry: aCcross. %m o phy | BDIECe and estimated 12,000 lcb*|
%man'.C&thD!iG Chure e‘."‘:cy_ster_pota at §6, each were swal
“1lowed up by the storm. l

o <Y _—

children’s ' cholr: sang]

Are Related

Many of the 35 salmon fisher-
men lost in ‘a weekend storm inj
Northumberland Strait were re-
Iated. Some of their bodies have
been - recoverad but others are
still missing,

‘Geoffrey Richard was the
father 'of Jean Louls Richard,
Their bodies were recovered, Still
migsing i3 another of Geoffrey’s
gons, Lionel. R .

The greatest loss was that of
the Chiasson family, Albert
Chlasson, father of 14, is misging
withh-his son Alphonase His
brother William, father of seven,
is missing, With him were his
sons Adrien and Robert.

Raphael Robichaud is missing.
The body of his 43 - year . old
brother Victor was recovered.

cAndrew Martn, 381, and . his
nephew Alonzo Martin 22, are
alzo on the missing list.

All were from Baie Ste. Anne,
N.B., or nearby Manuel’'s Post
Otiice. :
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APRES LA TEMPETE — La pire tempéte du
golfe St Laurent en 50 ans s'est abattue sur
le littoral.dv Nouveau-Brunswick causant la
mort de 35 pécheurs du Nouveau-Brunswick.

" euminae, semble so’ “demander quel a été le

June 25, 1959

Cl pitheur, nsis au bord d'un quai 4 Es:

sort de ses tompagnum dans Ja barqus dont
'épave git & ses catés.




' wrecks, which were ‘owriel
hn Chlpmau and,?Chai n 'was

_ presum@d

June 26, 1959
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A DH’ it,l
I | 1 rnam ‘au - jeune Alphunse Chmsson, qui
-nrphle ici.un peu ‘ému b cette ofcasion. Le
i luna Alphons& a ruqué ‘sa vie pour sauver
un pirc ci son_jeune frare.. A c.uié de |a rei-

EIN?. RENCONTRE UN HEROS — Dn i)
ajesté Ia Reine Elisabeth, donnant

June 30, 1959

gy e i Ty, A 1l

; Photo L'EVANGELINE zar Stan Comenu
ne, on éapar;'ait e #remiek‘minislr‘e'fﬂem-
ming. De gauche & drojte sent M. Roy Llayd,

un avtre héros de la fragédie, sa femma ef,

ses- deux enfanfs, dont Brian, 13 ans, qui

. était sur mer au mement ol Fouragan a frappé.

o
(o]
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.QUEEN MEETS WIDOWS —_— 'I'wo widows whose husbands perished on thi mght of June 20
in Northumberland Strait ‘are shown .above meeting Queen Elizabeth Il Wednesday. At left-
is Mrs. Allan Mills of Black River Brtdge and ot right Mrs. Vlctor Robichaud, Baie Ste.

Anne. — (Staff Phatu by Bonrgeols)
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The latter was & erewmember:
of Gauvin's flshing boat whith
capsized “at -the entranée - to
-Bhippesm ‘Gully June ‘20,- diir-
ing the -height .of the viciui.u
_storm that churned up shormous
waves, Charles ‘Gauvin' was
swept off the hoat, -while the

SHIPPEGAN {E'eeill} -_—
raging June 20 Northimberlind S'h'ali storm was found yesterday.
‘Charles Gauvin, 53-year-pld flsherman from Lamedque, was
Suicisll o4 shore Abiont three pitlos from Shippegan Gully, His body
was found by James Hachey and was identified by tlm vtcti.m’l
brother — Romeo — and-Hilaire Ga.uvln, a mphew. SRR |

dy nf the liﬁh vietim o! the

Coroner Dr., J.'D. Gauthi
There will be no ingiest. '
No funeral arrangemenh we

announced, .
Thirty - five. fxshemen

atorm.

16TH VICTIM LOCATED‘_

TABUSINTAC (Speclal) —
The. body of Adrien Chiasson,
21-year-old bachelor drown-
ed during the June 20 storm
which swent Northumberland
. Strait, was found Wednesdad
evening, It was the 16th body
to be recovered from the sea.

Chiasson’s body was found
at Tabusintac Gully by Ben
Russell of Leger Post Office

as he returned from = day’s
fishing,

He is the son of Mrs, Wil-
liam Chizsson of Baie Ste.
Anne. His father and brother
Robert were with Adrien -
daring the storm and are as
yet unaccounted for.

The body is resling at Mah-

er’s Funerzl Home in Chat-
lLiam. Funeral arrangements
have not yet been completed.

other créw members escaped. -
sald death was by drownl.nx
Mr., Gauvin had 13 child.ren

northern and eastern New
Brunswick ;lleﬂ in tha weekend

er

re

‘in

17th BOD' BODY -

FOUND =~

ESCUMINATC (Specia!) o
Royal Canadja:n Mounted ' Po-
lice Thursday . afternoon ' re-
ported - the finding of the body
of .a. 13-yeéar-old boy who lost
his life in Miramichi Bay dur-
irig the storm of June 20.-

. Found on the:shore near, Es-

uminat, - was the body of Fric
Rarmcmd. Williston, of Bay du
Vin, son of Mr. and Mrs. Phin-
eas Williston. His brother, Haley
is also & victim of the storm but
his body has not beenrrecnver.-

*

Chatham ‘viewed the . remains

held. .

'severe stofm . rippe.d “the -bay
and shattered nearly. 40 . boats

;H.CA.F‘ crash

after 12 ‘noon floating in Mira-
michi - Bay off Escuminac. Ths
body -was brought. o Chathaim

be held on ., F‘riday aftemoon
from . the : Chuirch “of
the Fyangelist in Bay

ed. : ;
-Coroner E H. I’reemn “of "
and said no. lnquest wauld be
“The ai.scoverymm"wan the
total of bodies found after.the
_crhthe M.ramichl salmon ﬂs

Chaiham found the body: shortiy .

rand is resting .at - Adams- Fo-.
neral Home, “The funeral. ,wﬂl'

8t " Joha .

June 30, 1959
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'BRAVERY MEDALS
~ URGED ON" OTTAWA

Hen, A, E. Shkaling has advlsenl he has written to
Vetarans Affairs Minister A. J, ‘Broeks, New Brunswick’s
represenfative in the Federal Cabinet, suggesting that
some of the acis of heroism by fishermen during the
storm merit appropriate medals and awards for ‘hravery.
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| and dependent mothers,

Widows, Dependents
Of N.B. Fishermen
Getting Assistance

By GRAHAM GALLOWAY (Gleaner Staff Writer)

Immediate financial aid is to be given widows, child-

ren
the
The

Newcastle last night,

Payments for the next month
— untl a study = commiitee
brings in ils report — will be
on the basis of 8§50 for widows
and
%10 for children. Today the- funﬂ
reached $128,000. -
Contributions were bolstered
since yesterday by $1,000 from
The Globe and Mail, Tovonto,
and $1.000 from George Bul-
chill and Sons Ltd., South Nel-
son, a previously unacknowl-
edged donation.

MEETING QUEEN

Labor Minister A. E. 8kaling,
acting ‘premier gnd chairman
of the meeting, announced that
Queen Elizabeth would meet
the .wldows of the lost fisher-
men at Point du Chene on Wed-
nesday, July 20, before - em:
barking en the roval yacht Bri-
tannia . at the end of Her
Majesty's New Brunswick vislt.

The three Northumberland

{Editorial m.'l, Page 1)

and dependent mothers of the 35 fishermen lost in
Northumberland Strait storm of June
administration committee of the New Brunswick Fish-
ermen’s Disaster Fund made the decision at 'a meefing in

19 and 20.

County MLAS — W. J. (}a.l-'
lant, P. €. Price and w. J.
Martin — were named a com-
mittee to arrange detaﬂs

Mr. Gallant referred to’ the'

necedsity . f or the mothers to’

take the children with them if
they are to go to Point du
Chene. It was agreed that this
was a matier for discussion he-
tween the Northumberland
county MLas and the Pre—
mier's office,
A proposal

by M_asor G.

A. Percy Smith of Newcasile

specified the amounts to  be
paid out Ior the survivors’ im-
mediate maintenance n°eds of
the next month,

G. Roy McwWilllam, MP for
Northumberland - Miramichi,
proposed that a femporary com-

mittee he appointed to investi-

S IR

gate the immediaie welfate .
needs of the siricken families ;

(Continued on Page 2 Col. 4)

WIDOWS, DEPENDENTS

(Cnntinued from Page 1)
and to report te the general

; welfare committee within 20

days.
ON COMMITTEE

Members of this temporary
committee, which will handle
distribution of the immediate
maintenance amounts apnroved
last night, include: Rev. L. M.

Pepperdene, Chatham, con-

vener; Rev. C, M, Jones, Bay
du Vin; Rev. Paul Arsenault
and Rev. J. A Boucher, Baie
Ste. Anne; Roy Lloyd, Escum-
inac, Noble Williston and Ade
Theriault, Bay du Vin parish
counciliors, and Rogetr G. Far-
rer, Newcastle, acting Red
Cross relief officer.

FINANCE GROUP

The permanent finance com-
mittee, also approved by the
meeting, follows closely the
group announced after the fund
wes first established and con-
sists 6f: Premier Hugh Jaoha
Flemming, chairman: B, R.
Howard, commissioner of the
New Brunswick Division of ihe
Cenadian Red Cross Soclety,
Saint John; A, F. Fraser, aci-
ing manager of the Frederic-
ton Branch, Royal Bank of Can-
ada, treasurer; Most Rev, Nor-
bert Robichaud, DD, Archbish-
op of Moncton; Rt. Rev, A H.
0O’Neil, DD, Bishop of Frederic-
ton; J._.E, Anderson, directer
of pensions and acting chief
welfare officer for the prov-

“fishermen before the minds of

| Brunswick Flshermens Disas’ 1

lnce Frrederlcton G Ro:.' Me- |
Willlam, MP, Newcastle; one
MLA to be appointed by Prem-
ler Fleznming. Mzchael war-
dell, Fredericton.
‘A GREAT CRISIS'

Mr. Wardell urged press,
radio and television to keep the
cause of Northumberland Strait

the people across Canada to
“remind the world at large that
there is & great crisis and that
crisls must be met.” Much
more money was required. The
present sum must be more than
doubled, he said, to maintain
the presgnt scale of payments
without any regard for the re-
placement of wrecked boats,
lost nets and fishing eguip-
ment, :

Based on past experience
Mr, Howard, the Red Cross
spokesman, suggested that full
publicity be given to an actual
hreakdqwn of the money raised
and at the end publication of
““a disbhursement of what we
have done.”
PUBLIC ASSURED '

Bishop O'Neil sald i{hat al-
though some of the money
might go into shori-term In-
vestment to raise interest

money for the fund this was
‘a5 good a&s llquid cash,” and f
the public could be  assured
every dollar would be put to
work to *feed and clothe” the
bereaved families,

1o thceae Iu need ami warm the !

hearts of contributors,” sald.
Bishop O'Neil, who also extend-
ed g message of thanks ‘to
newspapers, radio and ‘TV for
their co-operation with the New

ter Fund,
OTTAWA ASKED

As g result of a que,stion h,v
W. J. Gallant, Northumberland
County ML:A* it ‘was learned
that application had already-
been made to the Federal Gov-
ernment for money from the
National Disaster Fund.

Mr. Wardell mentioned that
the federal goveroment

the Springhill tragedy and said
“this disaster is not less th.a.n

' Bpringhill’s.”

C. 8. Menzies, wa.rden of Nor-
thumberland Cm_mty, suggested
that even greater  assistance
needed to be extended by - the
ecomimunications media to bring
the find up to the full amount
required. It was a Job for
publicity, he felt, to adequately
tell the full extent of the plight

had il
given $100,000 to aid vietlms of -

of the fishing villages.
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THESE PEOPLE NEED

. -' a T " : i S
THE ALBERT CHAISSON FAMILY: -Albert Chaisson and his 17-year-old son, Alphonse, were
lost overboard during-the Escuminac disastel. Cione are eight salmon nets and the boat. Above

are: boltom row, left to right; Carol, 8; Maynard, 4: Mrs, Chaisson holding Charlene, six
months; Charles, 2; Gisele, 8; and Elizahéth,” 6. Top row: Albert, 10; Gerald, 12; Keal, 14
Thadde, 18; Velma, 15; Jean Paul, 11; .and" Margarei, 8, _ . _ i . :

: : : | 1, : -. i ; : B, L LinbArey
THE ROBICHAUD FAMILY: Above are the. widow and eight chlldren ' of *Victor:Rebichaud,
who was lost at sea with hiz brother, They are: hottom row, left to right: Jobinal, Brs.

Robichand with Simoune and Nicele, and Dolphine. Back row: Francois, Catherine, Viclor.
and Therese, e : :

ELP

6561 °L Apap
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THE WILLIAM CHAISSON FAMILY: .. Above are the five surciying childven and widow ‘of
William Chaisson, who was lost at se it his two sons Robert and Adrian. The boat, on

which $3,000 i3 still owing, was damaged but ¢an -be repaired.” Members of the family-are,
bottom row, left to right: Patrleu 9 M vina, 17; Mrs. Chaisson. Back row: Sylvia, 14; znel,
12, and Lucien, 10. o 3 ,“ R iR -

THE MARTIN FAMILY: Above are the widow snd'thre: chudren ol.' Andrew Martin, 34 ‘who
was lost with his boat and neis in the Escum inac tragedy. " In 'the photo are: Andrcw ¢y it
Mrs. Martin holding Denise, a.nd. Franc!s.

6561 ‘L Anp
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Recording Machine
(atches Remarkable

T ales Of Courage

Capt, Bernie lenkins, Escuminac fishing beat skippar,

believes Canada should know the story of a

ysuhg man,”
fleet tragedy.

"covrageous

an unsung hero of the Escuminac fishing

| third essting we hauled him :

Eversit Doucet. son of Jack | ghogrd.”

Doucet, Manuels Post  Office,
while clinging ta & capsized
] boat together with hls 14-vear-
jold brother. and his  father,

. tossed rescue craft and 1wice
: passed i ou,

COTHERS CAME FIRRT

"I asked hilm why he didn't
comg fivst, he Lad the first op-
| portunity,’” said Capt. Jenking.
| The wouih replied: T didn't

et behind, I wanted to make
sure that he was saved befpre
I was, and also my Dad.”

. RECORDED INTERVIEW

[ Capt. Jenkins® ascconm of the
i K’l“lﬂ]ﬂ. aciion in a tape recofd-
| interview with W .J, Gal-
|1ann Northumberland MLA -
' “The three men were cling-
Uity 1o ille boai. The iwe boys
were on the wheel house. and
the [sther, Jack Doueced, on the
bow of (O2 boal.
“We couldn't get
On second rastitg, the oldest
brother, Everstr, I think his
nzlne i3, cauebt the rope and
passeg iF along lo hls ki{i

4 years of.

wo close.

?bmthﬂ' Who Wus
| BEE.
| MAGLED ABOARD

i
| % mwy nephew Cyvil pull
2 ed hin Wrogzh che water wiih
the rope and I lefy the wheel-
"house and heipsd o ham him
fboard.

“and (hen there was slrtst'her
space of time gone around ba-
fore [ was asle to wrn and
make the second attemnt.

“When T did the same young
gy passed ihe rgpe alobdp o
His tather and we brought him
apoard. He¢ was in pretty bad
condition. He was grsping and
vomiting — kind of thought he
wasn't going o come i{hrough.

LARGE SEAS

“We Lhen lad six very ire-
mendously large seas aad [ was
unable io turn. 3¢ we lel' him
sehind sgveval hundred yards
! and he was atraid at thas time
| that we had abandoned him al-

together — that we weren't gos
| ing tw 3ave himn
| “When ! had the cpporlunity
i1 turned again aad with ihe
foaContinliad on Page 2 Ool 42

“T think he was a preity
COUrageous young man and
should be highly congratulated

: e L i for his bravery,” said Capt.
! ealghi a lifeline fram a sform- .

Jenkins,

Mr, Galiant asked of Capt.
Jenkins, “‘Did you ever believe
that everything was lost or give

; UD courage?"”

. BOAT FILLED
The reply: “Wsll, probably
! five minufes after we made

| | the rescue our own boat [filled.
wanl Lo go and leave my broth-

The sea camme upen Us.

“Tt was absolutely impossible |
o as absclately impossDle | Lok plugs. and then we i

go over it because the short
sed had built up on side of the
large sea, and i{ took our boat
up probably 20 or 30 feet, and
the top of it went over the boat
and the cenire eame aboard
the boat.

It half filled our boai and
ft threw ouwr engine off . .
There was nothing left to do bnt
bale so Jackie said: ‘Our lunch
pail." He took the cover off
and dumped our food in  the
water, and he got to work, . .
MAKING A SAIL

I passed snother pail to one
of the other boys and Cyril. I
- Baved quick command and Cyz-
il wae very quick to esteh on o
i what ¥you meant to say ., . .

|a.buu1}asaﬂ.,.

“and while T was mking up

(toe safl, I had him run for-
i ward and throw out the neis
- which brought the bost bow to

wind.

; “By that time onr beoat was

s full of water and we were just
iabout to the top of our short
‘rubber boots m the water.
_EVERYONE COOL

: “8o I worked frantically be-

; 8ix inches from ecapsizing, half || &
" hor.

1

. sails and then we used
tires that we used for tenders

B

f
|
]

HEADWAY

"‘Then when we saw thal we
were making headway it gave
us more courage ahd we work-
ed harder, and we worked for
probably about thres bours un-

into ite proper position, But
then we were left withont food,
WRLer,

net in the morning.

tl we had the boat bailed dry . oo Raa

and we had the balance back !

! ad?” asked Mr,
all but a few salmon ;

that we bad saved from the .

. “Our wood was wet and Wt
| ¥ad very Hitle of it Ieft . . 3o

we set down and gof for the
cenire of the wood and made
our

at the piers,

HOT FIRE ON ;
“We cut them up in smal]

pigces and the buoys that were

left and we kept a hot fire on

and I worked on the motor,

“I worked from that time un- |

til six a'cloek in the evening to
take parts of the motor that

contained water and drained the |

water through the pump and I
got all the water out of the
gas.

INTO THE BREAKERS
.“SBoaked off the distributors
and the wires and dried them,-—

got to work, full crew, five of
us, with ropes, and pried the
boards we had taken off the
boet's floor, pried the motor
back into position, got every-
{hing banked up and at eight
o'clock in the evening we were
hack, had drifted back down
the comst, back into dangerous
waters — inlo the breakers.

“Our nets were all rolled in-

. to the ropes. We hooked up af-

|

ter some driffing over spars.
Due fo the faef our nets were
rolled we got caught up in the
spars and bucys and a strong
tide golng southesst was swing-
ing out boat into the nets, and

I saw we were agaln Into trou-

" bie and at that time I bad the

| cause everyone remained very |

‘cool — and thank God we did

“for we'd have perished if we ;

(didn't remain cool. And we
. must have worked half an heur
‘before we gained any hesdway
iat all, because the sea was
‘washing in our boat, as fast as
 we were bailing it oui.

| "“So through hard work and
lgrim determinafion, because
‘we had no ofher cheice, we
imade headway. Seeing that we
jwere gaining on the water, and
|seemg that our beat wasnp’t
isumped, we ripped up the floor
jboards # make sure the
itimber boat wasn't punctured.
although there was timbers
[oroken and the planking of the
| boat was seriously damaged

| land, at lemst, or
i cover south of Escuminac wharf
“orf go to where T thought was

moter going.

“I don't know why the motor
aver made an aftempt {0 go but
it started right off and since

- then I asked the boys what the

ceiling would be.
SAFEST AT BEA

“We tried to enter the har-
We were af that
where it was. We could see the
irying to get

the safest — at sea.

"“8a the oldest Doucet boy,
Everett, he said: ‘Now Bernle,
use vour own judgment but be
sure it's the right gne.’

“Well, I said the safest thing
to do is to go back to sea but
we have no water, we have not
food, but it 15 the safest thing

After conecluding the inter-
view, Mr. Gallent said: “We
certalnly hope that his (Capt.
Jenkins') example will be* an
example (0 many of us to fol-
low and also those boys who
showed extreme bravery and
who ke Cyril Jenkins, who was
at the lines and the Doucet
boys, we know that your brav-

= ul

P mrmiam mmad Tmad  wadl

time

| Lloyd.

not go unheeded by this graie-
ful population.”
RESCUE BREVEALED

Roy Lloyd, Escuminac, whe
was out with his 13-yvear - old
told Mr.  Gallant
about the rescue of & [ellow
fisherman.

“Who was it that you rescu-
Gallant,

“Copk. Young Cook from the
Island,” replied Mr. Lioyd.

“T was coming to thai, We

couldn’t exacily see the break-

waier. We picked up land and
we knew that it was Escuminac
Shore,
SAW THE CHURCH

“Coming along these shorves
you have to be pretty cautious
with sea markers but the first
one we picked up was our little
Catholie Church here from
where we started to sea.
- “And then Chiorn Jimme said
“That's the breakwater where
we see the big breaker in the
air.’

“&g we kept on coming a liftle

6S61 ‘L Agnp

more and the first thing, I said |

to him, ‘I believe there's a sink-
ing boat up there and he said,
‘¥es, and there's a man to the
mast.'
FLOATING TO SHORE

“So we pulled back ofi our
eourse and went up to him and
sure encugh Bd Cook was hold-
ing on to the rigging, was tied
with a rope, and he wes float-

. ing to the shore into the break-

ars, with a white breaker from
rim right to the shore . . . oil
to a rocky ledge.
" “He didn’t see us af all, He
spoke though.

“Wemade three attempts . .7

Mr. /Gallant guestioned, “He
didn'tthear Fou — he was
afraid — he couldn’t belleve
what ‘he gould see?”
FATHER OVERBOARL

“That's right.,” replied Mr.
YHe didn't even kpow
that he was tied. T went o him
and told him thai he was tied
and after T got him .untied 1
asked him to jump but he
wouldn’t. He just couldsn’t do
it, vou know. After all, he saw
his father go overboard.”

Mr. Gallant; “What was his
father’s nume Do you know?2"

Mr. Lloyd: *‘His father's
name was Fraser Cook and he
was a fine gentleman. He's
been drifilng here for years
and everybody lLiked old Fras-
er Cook and young Edward was
a fite boy too and I am proud
that it was I who saved him.™

Mr, Gallant: “"Bui he didn'
know whet was going on af the
time, did he?"

Mr. Lloyd: “No, he was .

Mri, Gallant: “He was just
about. gone?'’
A LONG TIME

Mr. Lloyd: “Yes, he wag just
abont gone. It took him s long
timme after we convinced him
that he was untied — it took

Lil

.

| himi -2 lopg fime to unfasten
himself.”

Mr. Gallapt: ''I understand,
Capt, Lloyd, that you made the
wharf and brought voung Cook
that vou found to your house.”

Mr. Lloyd: “Oh, yes.”
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|QUEEN’S GE‘I‘—New answick Lieutena.nt Govemor I Leonard O'Erle._-

Bank of Canada, The chegue represented Her Majesty and the Duké of Edinburgh's dpnationio
the fund. Mr. (’Brien announced the contribution Tuesday morning, ‘Also on hand for the cere-
mony, which took place  at Government House, South Nelson, was Roger Farrer, left, acﬂng chgh--
man of the Ncsrthumberland County disaster bnmmittee (Photu by Dupuls Studjo}

South Nelson unt:'
ion behalf of Queen Elizabeth and Prince Philip, presents a chegue for the New - Brunsvm:k_‘
Fishermen's Disaster Fund t¢ W, 'G. Macnaughton, manager of the Newcastle branch of the Roral
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.. announced, has reached g sum

Wednesday, July 15, 1959

ROYALTY DONATES TO FISHERMEN'S FUND

The benevolence of Her Ma-
jesty the Queen and Prince
Philip towards the New Bruns-
‘wick Fishermen’s Disaster
Fund lg, as has been so well and
appreciatively expressed by
Lieutanant Governor J, Leonard
O‘Brien, 8 most gracious, Idnd
1y .act.

‘In speaking for the "entire
citizenty of this province, Hls
Honor hasz given expression io
the sentiments of all in fine
terms that reslly require no
further elaboratien to regls-
ter their grateful thanks for
the totally wunexpected gift
from their sovereign and her
Consort to ald the disaster-
giricken familles =along the
_coastllne of Northumberland
and Kent countles who sus-
‘talned great losses In the re-
cent furlous storm which con-
‘yulsed the sea off these areas
and in which 35 hardy tisher-
then perished.

! All New Brumswickers, in-
deed all Canadians will * long
remember with gratitude, and
with pride, the heartfelt solic-
ftude expressed In so tangible a
manner by Queen Elizabeth
and .the Duke of Edinhurgh
tor those upon whom bereave-
ment end distress had so swiftly
descended. -

I

The Fishermen's Disaster
Fund, ts which the royal sub-
scription 1a among the latest

“in excess of $175000. But that
: far short of what will be
required to adequately pro-
vide for the malntepance of
ithe 24 widows and 83 chlildren,
besides the aged parents, young
brothers and sisters of the vie-
tims .who perished and who
had been their soie source of
support.

From ptactically all szour-
ces there have come subscrip-
tions of varying amounts to
the Fishermen's Disaster Fund
originated by the New Bruns-
wick government with a dona-
‘tion of $25,000. The Nova Seo-

seription of $10,000. Mostly all
civic and municipal govern-
ments in New Brunswick have
alsoc made contributions ta-
help the siricken people.

The federal government has
announced material assislance
will be forthcoming for the
fishermen who have sustaiuved
loes of or damage to boats, nels
and other equipment neces-
sury to their ecalling. An ex-
tension of the galmon flshing
period has also been guthoriz-
ed. But essential as these alds
are, more so is that of fihan-
clal help for those whose sour-
ces of livellhood Have been cut
off by the tragle losz of the
breadwinners, Their need — a
truly  bumanitarian need—
transcends all other needs. |

Thus far, though, there has|
been no monetary eontribution
suthorized by the Ottawa ad-
miinistration., And this recent
traglc Northumberland Strait
storm was not a provineial but
a national dlsaster, In Hke cat-
egory to those =at. Spr!nghﬂ.l
mines and towards which fin-
ancial agsistance was extended
from the federal treasury.
There have. been other cases,
too, of disaster through tempe
est, fire and flood; some In-
volving no fatalltles at all,
which recelved munetaty aid
from Ottawa. *

Inasmuch az these bereaveﬁ
and distressed familles In the
hard-hit northeastern N e w
Brunswick ‘fishing communities
face a lengthy crisls as a result
of nature's death - dealing
sweep ‘last month, ‘much more
in the way of :Iluancial asalst-
ance will be needed than is in
ibe fund at the present time.

With the need for money now
more urgent as distribution of
sums from the fund proceeds,
the authorization by the Do-
minion government of a con-
tribution now iz at once de-
served and necessary 1o aid
the striclien families. For this is
not only New Brunswick’s
tregedy, but it 1s all Cmds'

tia g?vemment sent a sub-

tragedy too.

: :.nJ
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FREDERICTON (CF)—Queen
Elizabeth and Prince Philip have
made a donation fo ' the  New
Brunswick Fishermen’s Disaster
Fund, Lt, . Gev, J. -Leonard
O’Brien announced Tuesday, The
amount of the donation was not
disclosed, ol

There was immediate reaction
from the fishing villages.: Rev.
Faul Arsenanlt, parish‘pzlest of
Bale Ste. Anne, N./B., homeé of|
many of the deacl -fishermen,
said “Just knowing the .Queen
has given something will be a
great help®. © -7 et

Walter Bransfield who ' gave
his Escuminac home as a relief
centre during: the disaster, said
“it’s wonderful for the Queen to

this”, - T
The __dons.r.i_-.,on is .a departure
from royal precedent, If .isrthe
first time the Queen has. “made
such a dgnation in Canada, and
poasibly ths: first time for any
cause ouliyide the United King-
dom, . s 5 e e d
Ald For Families =

72 Premier Thanks Wuean

- Premier Flem:?ling,j out of the
rovince on vacation,” sent-a. per-
_Eén_a_l ‘message thanking the

tribution the Queen will meet the
widows. July ' 20, at Poiot du
Chene,: N.B.; where. she "boards
the -yacht Britannia for Charlotte-
town. The 83 ‘children will also be
E -1% feel it's & nice geature,'
said Mr, Pepperdene. “We've ar
ranged for  buses to take them
al,. - ity i 4%

“Some ‘think it will be 'RII.-(]\I'-‘|

|ideal, but I don't think so, The

The domation, along with other
icontributjons to the fund, will be
‘uged to smid families of 35 figher-
‘men lost dn a June 20 Northum-
berland Sirait storm., i

‘The howling nor'easter - that
swept down on the frail craft of|
the Escuminac salmon * fishing

tleet, left 24 'widows and 83 chil-
dren without T.neans ot support.
Fredericton jublisher Michael
Wardell, honoresy -secretary of
the fund, said the \“fund has now
risen to $175,000, “This does not
include the donatiori of Her Maj-
esty and the Duke jof Edinhurgh
ag it is not permissable to publish
jetalls of any such donations.”
%Ari‘: official "of this "fund :_ex-,
plained further that it has always:

" | been the royal prerogative thit on

the rare octasions
glits are mads they
in the total credited 't
mous’’ donors. © '*‘,'_ d i

. “Sphstantial One” .- i

iien

! Thersfore, the amount  can’t

even he deduced by s. check of
individual denations wiith a sub-
traction from the total, The rea-
son for this is that -‘the Royal
Family dowvt not wish to be
placed in a ,Jsition whiere com-

parisons are miade of past and
future donations. However, the of-

ficial said he understood 'the do-|

nation “will be =a substantial
ane." i ik o
| A ‘committes of the disaster
fund has already madg initial
monthly payments of $50 for each
widow and $10 for each child, At
the same time the comraittee iz
nvestigating needs of the
stricken familles and  the pay-
ments will De re:v'iejnrllﬁ next
month. b e .

Rev. L. L Papperdens, Angli-
ean minigter of Chatham; N.B.
and & committee member said
“it will still take a very great
deal of money to prevent hard-
ship for any length of time, They
are & Vvery brave people—we've
had no requests for aid. In fact,
some don't like t? .Eake it even
though they need ‘it.

Aeting Premier and Labor Min-
ister A, B. Skaling sald he joined
with Lt. Gov, O'Brien In express-
ing ‘*heartfelt thanks of the people
of New Brunswick, for the

Queen’s gift.

(Continued on Page 2, Col. 1)

_Queen !sn't that kind of & woman.
I think theéy'll enjoy it—it will

break the tedlum of life, And

these people need something like
that mw.g

The officla]l announcement of
the royal donation follows:

“Hon, J. Leonard O'Brien, lleu-
tenani-governor of New Bruns-
wick, received a message Mon-
day advising him that Her Maj-
esty the Queen and his Royal
Eighness the Duke of Edinburgh
graclously wished to make a con-
tributlon {o the New Brumawlek
- Fishermen’s Disester Fund of
which the leutenant-governor is
pairon. On behalf of the people
of New Brunswick the Heutenant-
governor has sent the following
telegram:

“8ir Michael Adeane, private
Becretary to Her Majesty the
Queen: Flease convey to Her
Majesty the Queen and to his
Rao Highness the " Duke of
Edinburgh my dutiful respects,
and inform them that for the eiti.
zens of the ' province of New
Brunswick and more especially
as the patron of the New Bruns-
wick Fishermen's Disaster Fund,
1 gratefully acknowledge and
thank Her Mejezty and hia
Royal Highness for thelr most
graclously splendid gesture and
generous donetion to the be-
reaved families of the disaster,

which information I shall with
Her Majesty's gracious permis-
sion as referred to, In your
letter, make known to our people
through the press.' 5

“Hon. A. E. Skaling, New
Brunswick’s acting premier and
niinister of Iabor stated that he
would lke to join with Lieuten..
ant-Governor O’Brien in express-!
ing the heartfelt thanks of the
people of New Brunswick, and in
ertlcular the dependents of

ae gallant fishermen. to Her
Majesty the Queen and his Royal
Highness Prince Philip for this
graclous act, |
"Premier . Hugh John Flem-
ming, out of the province -on
holiday when Informed of the
gift, sent the foilowing personal
Inessagal

“Hlg honor the Ilieutsnant-gov-
ernor has been go kind as to in-
form me of the gracioua gener.
osity of Her Majesty the Queen
end of his al Highness the
Prince Phillp, Duke of Edin-
burgh, In making a personal con-
tribution to the New Brunswlck
Fishermen's Disaster Fund. T am
sure that this act of royal kind-
ness is most deeply appreclated
by every citizen of New Bruns-
wick and will bring great com-
fort and encduragement to those
bereft of joved ones by the dia-
aster of geveral weeks ago. It is
likewise an inspiration to preater
effort on behal! of our unfor-
tunate friends and neighbors who
need mpasistance so badly,” i

“Michael Wardell honor-
ary secrefary of the New Bruns-
wick Fishermen's Disaster Fund,
said, “the total has now risen to
$175,000. This doe# not include

‘the donation of Her Majesty the
Queen and the Duke of Wdin.
burfh_s.s it iz not permissible to
publish details of any 'such do-
nations from the Royal Family.

‘'This very generous act, is, I
jbel_iave, a departure’ from prece-
jdent in Canada, It Ia touching
.evidence of the compassion felt
‘by the Queen and Prince Fhilip
.on learning of the plight of the 24
‘widows and 83 children left des-
ititute by the death of the 35 fish.
armen in the slorm off Miramichi
Bay on June 19.

“Most of the familieg are in
|desperate stralts. For example
ione widow with her elght children

living in 2 one-rcom shack of
sbout 14 square feet without
beds, without chairs, witheut re-
sources whatsoever but one rick-
ety table, Yet the children are
clean, intelligent and attractive
end with a falr opportunity they
and all the others can grow into
useful and perhaps very success-

ful citizen.”
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BEING OUTFITTED — Mrs. Wlnsor Kingston, Bay du Vlm 2 w1daw a! the Escummac disaster,
and her eight children ages two te 10, are being flown to Toronto this weekend. The family will
appear on the CBC TV program “Pablofd" Monday evening. Mrs. Kingston and her ‘children are !
ibeing outfitted for the occaslon with new clothes supplied ‘through the generosity of the J, D.:
'Creaghan Co .Ltd. Each of the company’s four stores in Fredericton, Newecastle, Chatham and;
Moncton will sponsor two children. The children are Bliss 9, Jane 8, Joseph 7, Dureth}rﬁ Donna 4, |
Nancy 3, Judy 2 and Stephen 1. Mrs. Kingston will be accompanied to Toronto by her mother, Mrs
Dcrothy Dutcher, and her aunt, Mrs, R. Jardine, Chatham. Stephen, youngest of the family; is
shown belrg outfitted for the trip by Mrs. Mary McDonald of the J. D. Creaghan Co., Ltd, Alsg

in the photo is Stephen’s grandmother, Mrs. Dorothy Dutcher (Photo by Dupuis Studzu}
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CATASTROPHE STRUCK the southernmost point of the Bay
of Miramichi on June 19th. The story of the disaster and
of the plight of the wives and children of the fishermen
who perished is now well known. It is summarized on
page 57 of this issue by two newsmen who reported it for
The Daily Gleaner through that weekend of tempest and
death.

What is not as yet thoroughly realized is the selfless
quality of courage shown by some of the survivors in
rescuing others from certain death at the gravest risk of
their own lives, No awards could be too high for the
recognition of some of these acts and it is good that steps
have been taken by the Government of New Brunswick to
recommend them.

There was Captain Jenkins in his forty-foot boat named
Marie in honour of his wife. He found the Doucets, father
and two sons, clinging to their boat which was capsized in
the mountainous seas. Time and time again Captain
Jenkins tried to get near enough to cast a line. At last
Everstt Doucet caught it, passed it to his younger brother.
He was pulled to safety. When the Marie was able to
approach again, Everett again caught the rope and passed
it to his father, and he was pulled aboard. It was with the
greatest difficulty that Captain Jenkins was able to bring
his boat round a third time to rescue the young Everett
himself. Then the Marie was swamped, A huge sea smashed
over her and half filled her with water so that she was within
a few inches of capsizing. For hours they baled, the sea
washing in as fast as they baled it out. It was many hours
later that Jenkins brought his boat to safety in the harbour.

Then there was Captain Roy Lloyd. He was driving
through the seas in the heavy gale wind with waves forty
to fifty feet high and breakers ahead when he suddenly
saw a sinking boat with a man lashed to the mast. He was
nearly unconscious and unable to move. The rescue was
made, but at heavy risk.

Jim Morrison, Gleaner news editor, and Art Carpenter,
staff reporter and photographer, saw the final stages of the
storm and its aftermath, counted the wreckage, spoke with
the survivors.

The ATLANTIC ADVOCATE

Editorial Pages
Calamity
Courage
and
Challenge

Albert Chaisson and his seventfeen-year-
old son, Alphonse, were lost overboard
during the disaster of the Miramichi Bay
fishermen, At left are the other members
of his family. In the front row, left 1o
right, are: Carol, three; Maynard, four;
Mrs. Chaisson, holding Charlene, six
months; Charles, two; Giséle, eight, and
Elizabeth, six. In the back row are: Albert,
ten; Gerald, rwelve; Réal, fourteen;
Thaddé, eighteen: Velma, fifreen; Jean
Paul, eleven, and Margaret, nine.

The first and urgent necessity was the creation of a
national fund. The Arlantic Advocate with The Daily
Gleaner launched THE NEW BRUNSWICK FISHER-
MEN'S DISASTER FUND, and invited the Red Cross
Society and the newspapers, radio and television stations
of the province to join together as co-sponsors of the
appeal. .

Lieutenant-Governor J. Leonard O’Brien became the
patron of the fund, and the Hon. Hugh John Flemming,
New Brunswick’s Premier, the chairman of the committee
formed to administer it. The list of the committee members
is given on the page opposite.

The first contribution came without being asked for,
from England. Lord Beaverbrook telephoned from London
on hearing of the disaster. His Daily Express covered the
story of the storm as its lead on page one, with a graphic
description of the disaster and the figures of its toll in the
loss of thirty-four lives—the number has since increased
to thirty-five—and the destruction of boats and nets which
are the means of livelihood to that fishing community.
He opened the fund with a gift of 85,000, and with it sent
a simple and heartfelt messags of sympathy, He said:

“In this disaster, without parallel in the Miramichi
Bay that holds for me life-long memories, I send my
deepest sympathy to the bereaved, my sorrow for the
loss of so many splendid lives, and my admiration for
those who faced the dangers of the storm and survived."”

Lord Beaverbrook’s gift was followed immediately by
two others. Lady Dunn sent $5,000 from the Sir James
Dunn Foundation; K. C. Irving, New Brunswick’s leading
industrialist and native of Buctouche, just down the coast
from the disaster area, hastened to send his contribution
of $5,000, and the money started to flow.

The Government of New Brunswick gave $25,000 with
a message from Premier Flemming of sympathy to the
bereaved families of the fishermen. Premier Stanfield sent
$10,000,from the Province of Nova Scotia, with memories
no doubt of their own disasters in 1956 and 1958 at
Springhill. Donations of $5,000 came from T, Eaton Com-

12 JULY, 1959
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pany, Imperial Oil, Miramichi Lumber Company, the
Royal Bank of Canada and the Bank of Nova Scotia. Large -

contributions have also been received from the Fraser
Companies, the Junior Red Cross Society of Ontario,
Moosehead Breweries and the Bathurst Pulp and Paper
Company. Lieutenant-Governor Frank M. Ross of British
Columbia sent $1,000 from the Pacific to the Atlantic.

At the time of going to press the fund totalled $150,000
with subscriptions coming in at the rate of several thousand
dollars a day, including small and large sums from indi-
viduals.

Payments to the bereaved families have begun on a
scale of $10 per month for each child and $50 per month
for each widow or mother who was dependent on a son
who perished in the storm.

The amount subscribed to the present, generous as
it is, is insufficient for the continuance of payments on
that scale and more funds are urgently required.

The disaster has opened the lid on a standard of life
that is a shame to Canada. The sacrifice of the thirty-five
fishermen who perished in the storm will not have been
in vain if the conscience of Canada is aroused, so that not

. only can the destitution of these families be relieved, but

' urgent and imperative measures taken to examine the lot

i of the fishermen not only of New Brunswick but of Nova
Scotia, Prince Edward Island and Newfoundland.

Can it be right that men who are brave and skilful and
risk their lives in carrying out their trade should be re-
compensed at a rate that at best hardly raises them and
their families above the levels of starvation? Consider
the state of the dependents of the thirty-five who died in
this disaster.

They shall be nameless, but we give the details of each
. family with the remarks supplied by the relief officer of
. the Canadian Red Cross Soctety,
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The shores of Miramichi Bay were sirewn with wreckage brought in

ARK, DISMAL, DRIZZLY, windy—

money weather. This was in the

minds of Miramichi Bay fisher-
men, Friday, June 19, as they milled
around the breakwater at Escuminac,
N.B, Cheerfu! preetings were exchanged as
the crews prepared the tiny fishing boats.
Similar weather during the previous two
weeks had meant good catches, good
money.

The clouds were ugly but not ominous
to these rugged fishermen, used to putting
out to sea in bad weather. There were
families to support, livings 10 be made,
bills to be paid. The waters were choppy,
but no more than on other days, as
fathers, sons, brothers readied their nets.

Motors coughed hoarsely, one after
another. Ropes sighed as moorings wers
slipped and the boats left the shelter of the
breakwater, battering the waves with their
bows.

All was serene in the picturesque homes
of fishermen at Escuminac, Baie 5te. Anne
and Baie du Yin. Wives made prepara-
tions for the weekend, secure in the belief
their husbands would be back in the
morning with 2 good caich, meaning ready
cash for 2 Saturday shopping trip. Some,
too, were making elaborate plans to sur-
prise their fishermen-husbands on Sun-
day—Father's Day.

Father’s Day was also in the minds of
some of the fishermen as the waters be-
came more turbulent during the trip into

the Bay. Yvon Durelle of Baie Ste. Anne,
fisherman, and Canadian and British
Empire light heavyweight boxing cham-
pion, was fighting an inner battle. Durelle,
who had taken time off from training for
his title fight with Archie Moore, wanted
to be home for Father's Day weekend. He
wanted to go fishing but the pull of his
home, wife and family was strong.

Now the waters of the Bay were be-
coming heavier. They had reached a stage
that they had about ten days previously;
and that time Durelle had lost $900 worth
of fishing gear.

“I'm turning back,” Durelle told his
crew, The “‘fighting fisherman's” ather
boats followed. Others in the fishing fleet,
admiring Durelle both as a fighter and a
fisherman. followed him back to the
breakwater.

But many, not knowing of Durelle’s
decision, not knowing & violent storm was
already on its way, continued into the bay.

Smashing waves, driven up Miramichi
Bay from Northumberland Strait, power-
ed by a strong north-east wind, tore at the
fishing vessels. Another type of wave,
which could mean life, passed unheard
overhead.

At 8.45 p.m. a weather warning to east
coast vessels was issued to department of
transport marine radio stations. for broad-
cast over their wave lengths, The Mira-
michi Bay boats could have picked up the
gale warnings from several stations, and

by high tides and heavy seas.

beaten back to port. But not one of the
boats had a marine radio.

Private radio stations carried the gale
warnings at 10 p.m. But the boats carried
ne-ordinary radios either.

Fate had cast her die!

By the time the gale warnings had been
broadcast, the fishermen had set their
nets. Crews sought the warmth of their
cuddies®, brewing pots of potent coffee.
This became impossibie as the night wore
on, and the vessels, lightened by the ab-
sence of nets from their decks, tossed and
ralled in the heavy seas, huge waves break-
ing over the decks, smashing down on the
cuddies.

This was a time for fear, but the craggy-
faced Miramichi Bay fishermen do not
know the meaning of the word. Thess men
respect the sea; grasp their living from it.
They do not fear it. This is their way of
life.

The fishermen remained in their beds in
their cuddies. Work, if there were any 1o
do, was impossible. 1t was not until dawn,
about 5.30 a.m., that some of the fisher-
men tried to bring in their nets, Some
succeeded. But by now the storm' was
furious.

Waves forty to fifty feet high towered
over the small boats, then crashed down,
sweeping engines, cuddies, nets—and
men—into the chilly seas.

¢ Small forward cabing
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Above, fishermen identify the siripped

and hattered hulk of a boar. Ar right
another boat washed ashore. No one re-
mained alive aboard either boar.

A few survived to tell of their ordeal.
But many others—thirty-five in all—
ended their lives in the waters that had
given them their sparse and perilous
living.

Some of the fleet, stil! able 10 make
headway, sought shelter from the storm,
some toward shore and some toward the
Open sea.

Roy Lloyd, Bernard Jenkins, and Jack
Doucet, all of Escuminac, were among the
skippers to head for MNorthumberland
Strait.

Residents of the tiny Ashing village of
Escuminac had, by now, realized that
there was trouble in Miramichi Bay.

*It was the warst storm ever to hit this
region,' one grizzled veteran said. Others
were quick to concur, ;

Roy Lloyd would have instantly agreed
as he guided his boat, sluggishly, slowly
into the bay. It was slow work, terribly
slow.

“If it hadn’t been for my nets, we
would never have returned," Mr. Lloyd
told us Saturday evening. He explained
that as long as the engine continues to
function and headway is kept into the
seas, the nets provide an efficient sea
anchor. The nets are abandoned only if
the engine fails and the boat is abeam to
the waves., Mr. Lloyd said that in this
case the chances of survival are very
slight.

Brian, his thirteen-year-old son, later
told us of this nightmare trip.

It had been about 10.45 a.m. when the
Lloyds and their crew, Chlorin Jimmo
and Les Lewis, pulled their nets,

"It was about 3.15 p.m.,"" Brian said.
“We were approaching the breakwater at
Escuminac when we saw a boat just above
the wharf. There was & man tied to the
mast. We went up to the boat, but had

a hard time to get him to untie himself.
it was Mr. Cook."

Edward Cook, a fisherman from Ho-
ward's Cove, P.E.l, later talked to us
about his rescue by the Lloyds. His story
was told at Hétel Dieu, Chatham, where
he was recovering from cuts, exhaustion
and shock.

Mr. Cook said he and his father, Fraser
Cook, who was sixty, had gone out in
their boa.t on Friday mght.

"It seermed to reach its peak about
dawn,” he said in describing the storm.

"It was the worst [ have ever seen.

*“There was just Dad and | aboard. The
boat tarned right over ance but we were
able to get back in. [ lashed myself to the
mast and hollered at Dad to do the same.
He was clinging to the cuddy. Just as |
hollered a huge wave came over the boat,
sweeping the cuddy and Dad overside.

“They say the waves were forty to fifty
feet high. | don't know. | just can't re-
member.

*“Then a boat came along and I was
helped into it by Roy Lloyd, My boat was
about two miles from Escuminac when 1
was rescued, so they tell me.”

Brian told us that Cook had been takcn
to the Lloyd home, after the boat landed
at the breakwater late Saturday afternoon.
He was later moved to hospital.

Mrs. Lloyd, overjoyed at the return of
her husband and son, was, nevertheless,
looking ahead.

“That was your last trip out fishing,"
she told Brian.

“The heck it is!" Brian retorted. 1"l
be going out again soon.™

The return of the Lloyds brought hope
to others awaiting the return of fathers,
sons and brothers. Hope began to wane,
however, as the first sign of wreckage
appeared, brought to shore by high tides
and heavy seas.

Three bodies were found washed up on
the beach by the angry waters.

Mrs. Bernard Jenkins of Escuminac was
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one of the wives who sat at home on that !

fateful Saturday night, never losing hope

that her husband and seventeen-year-old :

nephew Cyril would return.

*I have never lost hope,™ Mrs, Jenkins '
told vs. "I know that my husband and '

nephew will come sailing through the
breakwater, perhaps not today, perhaps
not tomorrow ... but they will come
home.™

One veteran -fisherman of Miramichj
Bay held no such hope for his son and
brother.

*'1 never expect to see those two alive

again," Albany Martin told us, “*but, God
granting if they walk across the break-
water and shake my hand, only then will
I believe that they live.”

Mr. Martin expressed his thoughts as
we walked the beach, late at hight, amid
water-washed wreckage, past tiny knots

Brian Lloyd

of men gazing
silently, smoking, speaking in hushed
tones as they waited for a newly spotted
piece of wreckage to reach the beach, or

watched the battered hulk of a boat wash

to shore,

During Saturday night people were.

gilent in Escuminac. The wind howled
steadily from the north, and mighty white-

crested breakers boomed on the beach.:
Creeting the grey dawn was a sail on-

the horizon—Bernard Jenkins returning
home. Fishermen, still keeping a vigil at

the breakwater, spotted the boat instantly

and identified her.

Before Jenkins had reached the brcak--

water word was received that two more
bodies had been found on the beach:
John Louis Richard and his son Jeffrey.

When Jenkins reached the breakwater
he had with him his crew, as well as Jack
Doucet and his sons, Alphonse and
Everett. A fourth crew member on the
Doucet boat, William Manuel, was killed

The ATLANTIC ADVOCATE

seaward. They stood

[,

Corporal H, A. Trann of the Chatham Detachment of the K.C.M.P. confers with

Yvon Durelle, the fighting fisherman.
when a boat being towed by the Doucets

crushed the stern of their boat. Manuel's '

body was the first to be found.

Mr. Jenking later told a deeply moving
story. “My nephew [Cyril] called: *There's
a boat upset behind ws.”,..1., . turned
and went back . . . three men were clinging
to the boat. The two boys were on the
wheelhouse, and the father, Jack Doucet,
on the bow ... The first casting ... we
missed ., . | turned... and on second
casting, the oldest boy, Everett . , , caught
the rope and passed it along to his kid
brother, who was fourteen . . . my nephew
pulled' him through the water with the
rope, and I... helped.., haul him
aboard ... [On] the second attempt. ..
the same young guy passed the rope along
to his father and we brought him aboard,
He was in pretly bad condition... we
then had . .. large seas and |1 was unable
to turn, so we [eft him behind several
‘hundred yards and he was afraid . . . that
we had abandoned him altogether, that
we weren't going to save him . , . I turned
again and with the third casting we hauled
him aboard... 1 asked him why he
didn't come first; he had the first op-

. portunity. He said: ‘Il didn't want to go

and leave my brother behind. | wanted
to make sure that he was saved before |
was, and also my Dad." "

Jenkins, after returning to his home to
reassure his wife, went back into the bay
with his boat to look for nets he had lost
and to aid other searchers in their hunt
for wreckage and bodies,

Yvon Durelle had three of his fleet out
Sunday, and recovered two derelicts.
R.C.AF. Search and Rescue, out of
Chatham, also was on the job. By night-

fall Sunday, with the aid of search air-
craft, all twenty-two missing vessels had
been located, some broken beyond repair.

MNow the truth was known, Twenty-two
fishing boats swamped and wrecked had
been locatéd; thirty-five fishermen would
not return. There were twenty widows
and mothers dependent on single boys

who had lost their lives, and eighty-three

fatherless children, left unprovided for
and destitute,

- Help was not long in coming for the
stricken fishermen’s families. .

F. B. Fowlie, chairman of the Red Cross
Disaster Relief Committee for North-
umberland County, organized a central
disaster information and aid centre at
Ezcuminac. He and his fellow workers
were on the job night and day, keeping
in touch with every facet of the tragedy.
The R.C.M.P.,, the R.C.A.F. Search and
Rescue team and members of the §t. John
Ambulance Brigade carried out invaluable
services throughout the trying period.

Within a matter of hours, this tragic
event gained international attention and
sympathy.

The New Brunswick Fishermen's Dis-
aster Fund was launched under the joint
sponsorship of The Atlantic Advocate, The
Daily Gleaner and the New Brunswick
Division of the Canadian Red Cross
Society. Within a day all of the news-
papers and radio and television stations
in New Brunswick accepted an invitation
to aid the fund as co-sponsors. ¥

Lord Beaverbrook, favourite son of the
Miramichi, telephoned from his office in
London to Michael Wardell to hear
details of the tragedy, and immediately
gave $5,000 to open the fund,

~J
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Extend Sympathy

Widows, Childre

I

R e :.:.-_If.'
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? |

By HARRIS SULLIVAN & . .. ... (i
POINT DU CHENE (Special) — A sympathetic Queeh an
her inguisitive prir;-_:e gn;lt:eﬂléem toﬁg‘;ﬁiw:'s and sur)
] Northumberlan rait sea disaster, . .. i L i
tHﬂlﬁi 'w:: s touching, sad seeme as Queen Elizabeth and Frince
Philip mingled with the lineup of humble men, women abd child=

mothers and children_of the 35 fishermen who drowned doring
New Brunswick coast. S L
For several ‘minutes the royalé——""—"""
couple, switching from French
10 Tnglith, spoke to the quiet
little econtingent. Twenty-five
widows and . motters and 64
children of the disaster vietims
were present as well as eight
hardened fishermen who  sur-
Yivied the storm that fateful
June night.. '

The charming Queen expres-
sed. conéern in.moest casés with
how many children the widows,
had and how many members of,
their families were lost. '

The prinece, tall and hand-
some, fired several ecurious
questions at the survivors and
expressed intense interest in
their ordeals. =~ .7

Talks With Hero

_His most extensive copversa-
tion was with Bernard Jenkins
of Escuminac. The 52-year-old!
! captain was one of the survivors
and a hero among the couragous
men of the sea, for he’ saved
fellow fisherman Jack Doucet
and ‘his two sons Alphonse and
Everett after their bosl, over-
turned at the height of the lash-
ing gale. N F

“Were you doing :the same
thing they were?”, the prioce:
asked, “Did you get swamped
too . . . what happened to the
others do you suppege?'

The Prince listened Intently
gz Jenkins explained how he
rescued the Doucet fishermen
while bailing his own hoat " to
keep afloat. He alsoc spoke to
Cyril Jenkins, a nephew of Mr.
Jenkins and who was fishing
with -him the night of«the

z L bt
o i =

storm. gt
. The Prince said he pictured
the hoats row boat size. He was
surprised to learn they ~-were|
about 40 feet In lergth 'and
larger, 8
“How many were in the other|
boats? he guestioned. - |
“Four”, answersed Mr. Jen-|
kins. ; S oy
~ Further down the line, nerv-,
ous Mrs, William Chiasson = of
Baie Ste. Anne, told the Queen
(Continued on Page 5, Col. 1)

uryivors of thé

ren on the Point du Chene ‘wharf. They included the wivesy
the vicious June 20 storm that -battsreﬂ-‘northerp and eastern

SPEAKS TO
WIDOWS

(Continued from Page 3)

she lost her husband and two|

sons — Adrian and Robert, 2¢
and -16—in .the disaster. .
The Queen inquired "If she
was being looked after well.
Mrs. Chiasson replied, “Yes",
- Hard Storm: - :

The monarch asked Theodore
Williston of Hardwicke, & sur-
vivor, if “it was a hard storm?”

“Yeg, it was an unusual
storm”, answered Mr. Williston.

The Queen smiled at Mr. Wil-
liston’s young daughter, Joan
who he held in his arms, It was
a gesture she repeated through-
out her brief association “with
the group, - Eooo

The 18 - month - old Willis-
ton child flashed a - winning
smile to the Prince when he
spoke fo Mr Williston and
issued a warm, “Hi” to royalty

‘The congenial Prince smiled:
“Hi thera". ; i

‘Mrs. Burten Chapman of Bay
du Vin-thought it was “so nice
of the Queen to spend the time

~with us.” f : )
. "She was so sympathelic that
1 almost cried. She understood
and then said something - nice
and I felt. a lot better’”. -
. Mrs. Clifford Kingston, alsc
of Bay :j_u_Vin,:dld ery, She
wept quietly when the Queen
spoke in sympsathy as she. held
her two children in-her.arms..

The Queen asked Mrs: Allen

‘Milts of Blatk River Bridge if
she was gelting tired. “A Little”,
wag the reply, -~ °

_ . - Husband, Sen

. She asked -Mrs.' Mills whao
ghe lost in ‘the storm. Mra. Mille
told her her hushand and: one
son drowned., She had four of
her 10 children with  her ‘at
“Point di Chene, b it

Prince Philip paused {o talk
with Mrs. William 'G. Manuél,
whose' husbarid died ‘in- the
_storm. He asked if.her « hus-
band had been fishing very
long, Mrs.’ Manuel told ' ‘him
that ‘he was T0 years old and
had been fishing for many
vears, “He was an old man and
we iried to keep him {rom go-
ing out too often. That night
was his first” night out " this
. seagony”, she siated. ~- e

The sad litfle group jolned
with the remainder-of the large
number ‘of officials, wmembers
‘of the ‘press and “short-garbed
cottage owners in the besch
area who lined the shore and
waved and sang farewell to the
royal couple asthey. proceeded
in a-gmall-craft to - the royal
yacht, HMY Britannla, ancho
in- Shediac- Bay: three ‘miler
north - east of the wharf hers
_within sight of .the very  strait
which became 'a grave for vie-
tims of the disaster, -
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SPEAEKS TO WIDOWS—Queen
Elizabeth took time out to speak |
with widows of 35 fishermen:
lost in a Storm in the Escumi-!
nac-Baie Ste, Anne area in June,
just before she left for Prince
Edward Island last night The
Royal yacht Britannia departed
from Point du Chene early last
evening. She chats with Mrs.
Windsor Kingston, centre, and, "
some of her eight children, while
two other widows of the tragedy
are st the left and right of Mrs.
Kingston. (See pages 2, 3 and §
for other pictures and stories.)




"Phele L'EVAHGEL'INE par Btan Comenu .

fl..A EEIN! ET LE PERE PAUL ARSENAULT — Sur le gual,
4. la’ Peinte-du-Chéne, le R. P, Fpnl Arsenault, vicaire de la
_paroisse de: Baje-Ste-Anne, ‘raconte les faits saillants du d.qsastrn
-maritime qui a frappé la cote nord-du Nouveau-Brunswick le
meis-dernier. Au centre, dans Varriere-plan, on apergoit Mme
Albert Chiasson, tenant dans ses hrn !'un de ses 13 enfanis
survivants. ;
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LA REINE SENTRETIENT AVEC UN GROUPE D
le groupe camprend Mme' Lionel

E VEUVES:

‘Richard, Mme Clifford Kings-

_ton, Mmé’ André-A, Martin,
Haynes’ \I.'H_iiliston. A gauche, le Pé

Mme

' ‘.II.‘E':vun,gIEllin'C- 'r.::a-r Etan Comeau
aphael Robichaud ef.Mme
'P_aui-"Aéscnlulh
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-.dcenes emouvantes quand fa Keine renconire les
. veuves des victimes du désastre maritime

' Une nuage de tristesse vint assembrir le voyage du couple
‘royal tard mercredl aprés-midi lorsque Ia reine Elisabeth et le
‘prince Philippe ont fait un arrét ¥pécial sur le quai de Iz Pointe-
du-Chéne pour renconirer les veuves des victimes du désastre ma.
ritime du détroit de Northumberland qui = fait 35 morts.

Vingt veuves et leurss 63 enfanis longeaient le qual jusqu'a
I'embarcadére oil, gquelques minutes plus fard, le couple royal est
‘monié i herd d'une.vedette pour se rendre au yachit Britannia,

Juste en face du quai, on pouvail remarquer guelques téros
de la tragédie, Bernard Jenkins, son meveu Cyril et Alphonse Dou.
cet, Roy Lloyd, Théodore Williston et Thomas Lewis.

Causant tout bas avee les veu-,
‘ves habiliées en noir, Ia reine fut
"certes émue de voir les enfants,
groupés autour de leurs meres,
parfois cing, parfois trois et mé-
me une meére gui s'est rendue
avee douze de ses enfanis.

L'émotion fut grande et. sans
le vouloir, une larme s'échappait |
de temps & autres, de ce petit
groupe qui faisalt un contrasle
pathétique avec les centaines de |
personnes, habillées pour la plage |

* et qui se souciaiert guére du pe- |

tit drame gui se déroulait & auel-’
ques pas d'eux.

Aprés aveir salué les membres
du clergé, la reine et le prince
Philippe ont rencentré les six
sauveteurs, s’arrétant & plusieuss
‘reprises pour demander des gues-
tion au sujet de la tragédie.

' Le prince s'est particuliérement
intéressé aux différentez métho-
des de la péche. 1l questionna
Berpard Jenkins, qui, avec son
neveu, Cyril, a réussi & sauver |
trois membres d'une famille, lt

“Eiiez-vous sortis:en mer le
solt de la tempéte? i demandé
te Prince. "Qui”, de répondre le
pécheur. Ef il raconi@ comment il |
put réussic a4 sauver les trois.
membres d'un autre équipage.’ |

“Nous avons lenlé a quatre fe.’
prises avant de les rameners 4
‘bord, un par un. U ddtré S &aif,
défd’ poyd T

_ Ruestionnant le jeune Alphonse
Doueet, 17 ans, au sujet du drame
qu'il & véeu sur mer, Alphouse
répondit qu'il était hien un de
coux qui se sont échappés,

C'est le jeune Alphonse qui,
sans souci de soi-méme, a aldé
.4 son pére, puis ensuite 4 son Jeu- |
ne frére de 14 ang & monter & hord
le bateau de M. Jenkins, el ce
dans des vagues de 50 pieds..

Le R.P. Paul Arscnault, wi-
caire de la paroisse de Baie-Sle.
Arnne, qui accompagnait le groupe
s'est déclaré irés reconnaissant
du fait que la reine daigne ren-
contrer ce groupe.

“Je vous remercie au nom de
toutes les famhilles attristées..
C’est un vif moyen de promouveir
les coniributions au fonds du dé-
sastre... Les gens appréclerant ce
fait,” de témoigner le R-P. Arsc
nault & sa majesté la reine Eli-

'Williston; Mme Jean-Louis Ri-

sabeth.

“le moral de ces familles me
gemble bon”, a faif remarquer;
sa majesté la reine, “ontelles’
bien souffert?” -

. Bt de répondre le Pére Arsc-.
nault: “Ils ent cerles soulfert
mais leur esprit de chrétiens lesi
a ' tout fait accepter avee résigna-.
tion.”

. Lg couple royal a rencontré les
veuyes suivantes: Mme William
Chiasson, avec ses trois cnfants;
Mme Windsor Kingston, avec gua-
tre de ses huit enfants; Mme
Clifford Kingston, trois enfanfs;
Mme André Martin, deux de ses
Arols enfants; Mme Raphael Ro-
‘bichaud, un enfant; Mme Haynes

., Toute le groupe s'est dirigé

chard, deux de ses trois enfanis;
Mme Jeffrey Richard, Hme An-
drew Mills: Mme William Manuel,
un enfant; Mme Albany Martin,
quatre enfants; Mme Léo Roy,
un enfant; Mme Edgar Daigle,
qualre de ses cing énfants; Mme
lanley Daigle, cing enfapts; Mme
Allan Mills, quatre de ses cing
enfants; Mme Victor Robichaud
avec ses huit enfants wdont le
bébé, Simone, Agée de quatre
mois; Mme Walthen Williston,
dgée de 74 ans; Mme Burton
Chapman; Mme Arthur Kelley
aver deux des six enfants; Mme
|Hugh Kelley, Miles Adeline Ma-
nuel Marie Manuel et Joyce Tay-
lor et Mme Albert Chiassoh avec
douze de ses treize enfants.
Cette derniére famille parais
sait la plus pathétigue, alors
gu'elle éfait groupée juste au
bout” de * l'embarcadére, faisant
face & la mer, dans laguelle se
sont noyés le pére et un fils.
' Au moment de la tragédie le
tils ainé, Thaddée, faisait escorte
4 1a reine sur le bateau H.M.C.5.
Cayugs, présentement & Dart-
mouth., On avait fsit un arrét
spécial & Rimouski, P.-Q, le 21
juin, la journée suivant la tragé:
die, pour que le jeune.Thaddce
puisse ga gamlle” |

S Dgy s
rt&.ﬁﬂ Mietagd o G AL 3
pe de la région de Baie-ﬁ[gq,&hnqg:
Les. gardes Elizabeth. MatMillan 3
Betty ‘Norris et ‘Marion Johnson,
du minisiére " provinejal de la
sante, garde Velma Weavers, V.-
0.-N., de Chatham'et Mme W.-H.
Galloway, de la Croix-Rouge, les
accompagnaient . pour  s'occuper
des enfants. a .

Le député William J. Gallant,

|accompagné de sa femme, s'occu-
‘pait du. groupe et .veillait au
bien-élre des familles.
. On y distinguait également le
Rév. C-M. Jones de Baie-du-Vin,
et le Rév. L.M. Pepperdene, de
la Société d’aide & l'enfance. de
Chatham. :

‘jusqu'au bord du quai pour falire,
signe d'adieu au couple royal.
Avant de mettre pled A bord

la vedette gui l'attendait, la reine
a déclaré: “Je suis contente d'a-
voir fait cet effort pour ces en-
‘fants. Cette expérience m'a trgs
émue."” ’ g &g
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La Reine Elisabeth s’entretient avec le eaph

taine Bernard Jenkins, un des héros du drame
marltime du 20 juin dernier. A é&té de M.

¥
i

Cyril,

Photo ;.*Iivni:gei:m ‘par Stan Comssu
Jenkins, son épouse, son fils et son’ nevel,

84
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- Mme Vicioire Robichavd, entourée de ses huit

enfants, attend l'arrivée de la Reine, sur le
quaj de F_‘oinis-du_—Chéne. Mme - Robichavd a

perdy son mari lors du-désastre
20 juin derniér.

maritime du
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the June 20 stérm in Northumbetland

s

PRINCE CHATS WITH SURVIVOR — Capt. Bernard Jenkins of Escu

inac, ‘@ survivor ‘of |

Strait, chats with Prince Philip during a visit the .

latter and Her Majesty made with survivors and widows of fishermen on the Point du Chene |

wharf. Her Majesty and Prince Philip spen
wick's worst fishing disaster during their v

Photo by Bourgeois),

t some time with the survivors of New Bruns- |
isit to Point du Chene Wednesday. — (Staff ;

ESCUMINAC (Special) —
Royal Csnadian Mounted Po-
lice ‘Thursday afternoon re-
ported the finding of the bedy
of a 13-year-old boy wha lost
his life in Miramichi Bay dur-
ing the storm of June 20.

Found on the shore near Es-
cuminae, was the body of Eric
Raymond Williston, of Bay du
Vin, son of Mr. and Mrs. Phin-
sas Williston, His brother, Haley

iz also a victim of the storm but
ihis body has not been recover-

hed.

Coroner E. H. Freeman of
Chatham viewed the remains
and sald no inguest would be
held. '

The discovery raised to 17 ihe
total of bodies found afier the
‘severe storm_ripped the bay
‘and shattered nearly 40 boats
of the Miramichi salmon fish-
ing fleet.

An RCAF crash boat . from
Chatham found the body shortly
after 12 noon floating in Mira-
michi Bay off Escuminac. The
body was brought to Chatham
and is resting at Adams Tu-
neral Home. The funeral will
be held on ¥Friday - afternoan

‘the Evangelist in Bay du Vin,

from the Church of St John
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nght Of Terror F OI‘

The boats  were out for the best flshmg run in n 10 years Then

the great gale blew. And in its fury a third of the fleet met disaster
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. 3 ~ru'--'-"f.. - : ) - & " ] . e 4 m:;s wmmiwtﬁﬁ
A suxvivor, Waller Williston (L), examines the remains of his boat te which he clmg for four hours, until rescued by his distant relative Theodore Williston R).
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RIDAY, June 19, will be remembered as
the blackest Friday in history by the 2,000
people who live in villages like Hardwicke, Bay
du Vin, and Baie Ste. Anne, along a 40-mile
stretch of New Brunswick's north shore. There
was nothing in the 5 P.M. weather forecast to
prevent the area’s fishermen putting out across
Miramichi Bay into Northumberland Strait to
take advantage of the best salmon and mackerel

fishing in 10 years, A later forecast, at 845
P.M., warned of an approaching gale. But by
then 45 of the 66 licensed fishing boats in the
area were at sea. None had radar, few radio.
The 100 men in the boats thus had no warning
of the most disastrous storm in Miramichi his-
tory — a sudden, deadly storm that ripped
viciously through the fleet, sinking 22 boats and
taking 35 lives . . . the lives of fathers, hus-
bands, and even bpys. Soon after the iragedy,
a disaster fund was launched to soften the
economic blow to an area that lives by fishing.
But only time can heal the suffering of the rela-
tives of men who died in the great storm whose

fury is described here.

THE EDITORS

Call it a premonition, or merely the sixth sense
many fishermen seem to have when there’s trouble
ahead, but Williston was worried about the weather.
When the three men left port at 6:05 this Friday

“pight a thick fog hung over the bay, the sky was

overcast and the sea fairly moderate. But now,

shortly after 10 P.M., the northeast wind had stiff-

ened and signs pointed to an unheralded storm. -
. None of the men in the 45 boats that put out this
day liked the look of the weather very much. But

foul weather had -been the order of the week, and -

the official afternoon forecast pointed to nothing
much worse than the previous four mights. Most of
the fishermen readily gambled against the elements.

For many .of them, the gamble was to prove dis- .

astrous. : , :
 The first of the Gulf Prowler’s serics of mishaps
hit around midnight when a driving wind, accom-
panied by rain, tore away her sail. Her crew tried
to patch the damage but it broke loose again. The
wind grew stronger and the sea rougher.: The three
men had c:awcl)geinto their bunks _a late lunch
but the pitching motion of their craft in the heaving
waters made sleep virtually imgossible.

By early Saturday morning the wind was blowing

WEEKEND Magazine Vol § No. 34, 1959
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By C:rrll Robinson
WEEKEND Staff Writer

Em ALL, burly Theodore Williston, 28, of
$88 Hardwicke, N.B., who had fished out of
¥8 Miramichi Bay since he was a little boy,
B8 entered the cabin of his 40-foot fishing
&% boat Gulf Prowler and took a seat on the
e cdge of a bunk. Tension showed in his
7 weather-tanned face. '
“Boys”, he said to his two crew members, Aquila
Manuel, 20, and Larry Martin, 24, both of Baie Ste.
Anne, “if it weren't so late and we weren't so far

~ out, do you know what I'd do?”

“No, Theodore. What?”

= “I'd run for shore.”

The younger fishermen looked surprised. Gulf
Prowler had just made a three-hour run from the
breakwater at Escuminac and was now 30 miles out
in Northumberland Strait. Her mackerel nets were
set, her riding sail was up and she was ready to drift
for the night. 'By moming she might well have a
catch worth $75 or more — not the sort of haul a
fisherman would pass up lightly. E

WEEKEND Magazine Vol.. 9 No. 34, 1959

more than 45 miles per hour and the waves had in-
a sledge-hammer blow which catafrultcd Larry Mar-
tin out of his bunk to the cabin floor. He staggered

to his feet, dazed, bruised, but otherwise unhurt. The +"}

blow was so severe that Williston thought his vessel

might have broken leese from her nets and run

aground. But a quick look outside showed they
were still in deep water. Gulf Prowler had been
clobbered by a heavy wave and had shipped a lot of
water. . : =
“We've got to haul in”, Williston decided. As
Martin and Manuel hauled in the nets, which con-
tained a small catch, and stowed away the remnants
of the sail, Williston got the motor started. He took a
westerly course to clear the rockbound Escuminac

the water.

The sea was now a boiling cauldron. The com-
bined action of wind and tide made the action of
the waves unpredictable, Williston pinned a label on
that sea. He called it “hateful.” Gigantic waves
seemed to build up out of nowhere. He took a firm
hold on the wheel and kept his eyes glued to the

tumbling seas. Drifting fog had cut visibility to -

ey
creased in size. At 5 A.M. the little craft reeled under . |

|

" Poiat, while his two companions began pumping out

89




several hundred yards and he wasn’t sure where he
was, Then, to make matters worse, Gulf Prowler’s
engine suddenly spluttered and died. After many
. anxious minutes, during which his craft lay side on
to the heaving sea, Williston got his motor started
again. |
It was now nearing 9 o'clock Saturday morning.
- I Williston's calculations were right, they should be
getting near the Escuminac breakwater. Thus far,
Guif Prowler had sighted only two other vessels
that day, a passing steamer and later a boat qwned
by Roy Lloyd, of Escuminac, who was holding to his

nets because he had decided it was too rough to

haul in. Standing beside Lloyd was his 13-year-old
son, Brian, who had gone along for the trip. Lloyd’s
boat appeared seaworthy, his:-engine was in order
and he reported “No trouble.” MR
But for Gulf Prowler, real trouble lay ahead. Wil-
liston had miscalculated his' position and instead of
approaching the safe haven of the Escuminac break-
water, he was heading toward a treacherous sand bar
which is regarded as ome of the worst hazards in
Miramichi Bay. At five fathoms he saw breakers
ahead and still figured it was the Escuminac shore.
At two fathoms, - (Continued on Next Page)

he realized his error. He was almost on top of the sand

bar. In a sea like that it would have been a certain
death trap, Once aground on that deadly shoal, neither
Gulf Prowler nor her crew would have stood a chance.

Just in time, Williston ran his craft back__ to siX
fathoms: A few minutes later he spotted the line spar
. which marks the salmon boundary north of the Escumi-
." pac breakwater. He now knew his position. He steered
a northeast course which would carry him into deeper
water when suddenly Aquila gave a shout of alarm,
“There’s three boats headed toward the bar!™

_ Williston gunned his engine and swung back to warn ’

the craft of their danger. He recognized the boats as
those of Bernie Jenkins, Placide Maclntyre and Jack
Doucette, all of the Escuminac fishing fleet. The three
vessels heeded the warning and headed away from the
bar in Gulf Prowler's wake.

For Gulf Prowler, more uouble-ﬁhooting'lay ahead.

A short time later she came upon Rayrpot_ld Thibeau's
boat, which had suffered a severe battering and was

drifting helplessly. It had broken clear of its maoring,

its sail was gone and the engide was dead. It was in |

serious danger of capsizing in the raging seas. After a

series of unsuccessful attempts, Gulf Prowler managed '

to get a line aboard the Thibeau craft and took it in
tow, ; . e

At this point, Williston saw an incredible sight. Out
of the corner of his eye he saw a great wall of water

August 22, 1959

5 . = o Cyrli Robinson
Doncetie’s 16-ton boat was tossed completely out
of the water by the wave that overturned if. His
?}year—o]d friend, William Manuel, was drowned.



In Sunday besl, Jack Doucette, of Manu:ls; ‘with

two sons, Alphonse, 17, and Everett, 14, set out for -

church after disaster. All were rescued after their

descending on Jack Doucette’s boat — the 16-ton, 43-
foot Francine D., one of the biggest vessels in the Escu-
minac fleet, “Jack’s boat just seemed to ride up the side
of this huge wave, which flipped it end over end,” Wil
liston recalled later, “It cleared the water by two or+
three feet, turned completely over, and fell .— mouth
down — into the sea. I have uever seen anything like

' the power in that wave. It's an awful sight to see some-

one you know getting killed or drowned, 1 didn’t think

- any of them would have a chance.”

Miraculously, Iack Doucette survived this disaster
and was able to give a first-hand account of what hap-
pened. From his post at the whe of Francine D., the
43-year-old fisherman from Manuels saw - the wave
coming too late to ‘avoid it. In 28 ‘years of fishing he
had ‘never scen anything like it. It looked to him like a

- great big square wall with a foaming, 25-foot crest as it

raced toward his vessel's bow.
“Watch out!” he yelled. “We've got it this time.” The

- warning was intended for his two soms, Alphonse, 17,
.and Everett (“Evy™), 14, and for his close friend and

neighbor, ‘William George Manuel, 72, who had come
along for the trip. Manuel was standing beside him and
Alphonse and Evy were inside the cabin putting some
gas in the tank, ‘

‘boat overturned. Alphonse first puiled his brother
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from the sea, then caught lifeline from the rescue
craft for father and brother before saving himself.

The gigantic wave struck so su&dgnly that none bad a

chance to heed Jack Douceite’'s warning. “My boat -

flew completely out of the water. It was like being hit
by a Tock. I wouldn't have believed it possible,” he
recalled. ] I - '

. The two brothers were trapped inside the cabin whes
‘the boat came down. Their father came (o the surface
abouti 10 yards from where his boat was lossing, bottom

up, in the surging waters. Jack Doucette had never
swum a stroke in his life, but somehow- he managed to

- reach his boat, which by now had turned right side up.
He was half-drowned but by a herculean effort was-

able to crawl on to the Francine D.'s bow. The vessel
was full of water but stitl afloat.

LANCING about him for some sign of the others, -
Jack Doucette was relieved to find that his sons

weré still alive. Somehow, they had managed to escape
from the cabin. Alphonse was hanging onto the forward
rail and Evy was swimming behind. Alphonse grabbed
a mackerel crate and pushed it toward his brother, pull-

 ing him into the water-filled craft. William Manuel had -

apparently ‘been Xilled oufright when the boat over-
turned. His. body floated inside the boat and there was
a.deep gash in the head, '
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‘Many of the stories of the disaster will remain

untold — except by pathetic scraps of debris

e r—— P

By this time, Bernie Jenkins’s boat, nearest vessel to

! | the Francine D. when it flipped over, was coming to
. the rescue. Alphonse recognized Bernie's nephew, Cyril,
"standing in the stern of the rescue boat, He had 2 coil of
rope in his hand. Alphonse got in position to catch the

lifeline. He and Cyril had practised rope-tossing and :
catching on the dock at Escuminac. They made a good

team. In a sea like today’s, manoeuvring close enough
for Cyril to make the throw would require real seaman-
ship. ‘

3N ITS first run, the vessel couldn't get in close
R enough for Cyril to throw the rope. Bernie Jenkins

came around:again in a great sweeping arc and this

-, time got his boat within 25 feet of Doucette’s. Alphonse
“caught. the rope and quickly draped it over his young
brother’s shoulder and under his arm. “Hang on tight.
- Bernie’s going to haul you aboard,” he said.
- Evy obeyed his brother’s instructions and a few min-
. utes later was pulled to safety aboard the Jenkins’s boat.
Alphonse looked anxiously toward his father, who
' had swallowed a great deal of water, “The next one's
. "for you,"-be called. Alphonse wondered if his father
-'” would be strong enough to hold on to the rope long
- enqugh to be pulled to safety. He knew it would take
‘the lasi ounce of his father's strength. He came to a
decision.zIf he loses the rope and doesn’t make i, 1
don’t'want to go either,
“.Again the rescue boat circled and came back.
* Alphonse got set for the most important catch of his
-, life.”Once more Cyril's toss was true to the mark.
‘Alphonse caught the snaking line and passed it quickly
*" to his father, who took a firm gip on the rope and

‘stepped back into the sea. Somehow, Jack Doucette

e

- found the strength to hang on to the lifeline, and before

long he'was safe in the Jenkins's boat, where he fell face
" - down,"gasping and vomiting. .
© ", Alphonse breathed g grateful sigh of relief when he
.3aw that his father had been rescued, He was dismayed,
' however, 0 see the rescue boat head off into the dis-
' :tance, ‘The thought flashed into his mind: They're going
. toleave. me_here. Gigantic waves periodically hid
. kins's ‘craft from view, Apparently the huge seas
" 'were making it difficult for Bernie to turn. Alphonse
-, figured the rescue boat had gone 500 yards away before
. be saw it begin to turn. It seemed like an eternity to him
" before he again felt the lifeline in his hands. Within a
few minutes he was pulled to safety.
“I wouldn’t be afraid to bet that a third of the fisher-
men Were lost in this storm,” Jack Doucette remarked
" to Bernie, o ’
» Fishermen who were lucky enough to reach shore

this Saturday bore out Doucette’s estimate. They told

tragic tales of men being washgd overboard, of others

_ Doucettes, Jenkinss boat was

!
)
L

lashing themselves to the masts of their vessels, of sight-

ing wreckage which gave mute evidence of the disaster,
Within minutes after the dramatic rescue of the
almost submerged by a
huge wave. Cyril Jenkins saw it coming znd shouted,
“Look out, Bern!"” But the warning was- too late. The
force of the blow as the wave hit them broadside sent
the boat reeling over on its side and threw the engine
off its bed. The vessel almost capsized, but came back
on an even Keel. M i1 :
It was almost 6 o’clock that night before they got the

engine back in position and started again, In the mean. '

time all hands had helped to bail and pump the boat
comparatively dry. The weather was still bad and the
scas s0 rough that Bernie Jenkins and his companions
decided it would be safer to stay in deep water until

" daylight Sunday. - _ : .
When Bernie Jenkins turned back to go to the rescue

of the Doucette craft, those aboard Theodore Williston’s
Gulf Prowler had watched from a distance, They could
see that Bernie was doing everything possible to achieve-

the rescue. So Gulf Prowler left, still with the Thibeau -

craft in tow. Eventually Thibeau got his engine started
and was able to proceed on his own, - ' '
Gulf Prowler had gone only 4 short distance when it
came upon the wreckage of fishing boats and equip-
ment. Empty gas cans, crates, spars, bits of cabins,
broken sails and tangled fishing gear all indicated the
havoc the storm had wrought.- Among the floating
debris, Aquila Manuel saw a familiar sight, He recog-
nized the top of a newly-varnished cabin and its black

rail. “That’s the top of William Chiasgpn’s cabin, Wil

liam’s in trouble!” he exclaimed. - . s :

Aquila and William Chiasson were neighbors in Baie
Ste. Anpe. There was no mistaking the cabin. He had
seen William' varnish it. Tt ‘was ‘not unti] later that he
learned that Chiasson, 47, and his two téenaged sons,
Adrien and Robert, had been lost in the storm. William’s
brother; Albert Chiasson, and his son Alphonse, also of
Baie Ste. Anne, were lost too. Albet’s widow was left
with 13 children, ranging from seven-month-old Char-
lene 1o 18-year-old Thaddee, who is in the Royal Cana-
dian- Navy, - I

A few minutes after spotting the wreckage, Aquila
yelled excitedly, “There's a man back there standing up
in the water!" Theodore Williston Jooked where Aquila
was pointing but could see nothing. However, he headed
back to investigate. Sure enough, there was a man cling-
ing to the stern of a badly-battered, water-filled boat.
As Gulf Prowler drew npearer, the man waved fran-
tically. 7

Theodore recognized him as Walter Williston, 35, of
Bay du Vin, a distant relative of his. Beside Williston in ]
the boat ‘was the body of a dead companion, Harold

.\
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(“Hab"}. Taylor, 20, also of Bay du Vin. The pair had
been in the water over four hours and Taylor had died
from exposure. After two unsuccessful attempts to get a
line aboard, Aquila managed the feat. ' Walter Williston
* took the line and tied it around his dead friend. “He
goes first,” he called. The rescue boat got Taylor's body
aboard and headed back to get Walter, - o E
~  Getting Walter Williston into the Gulf Prowler ra-
quired all the strength Aquila and Larry Martin could
muster. He weighed 200 pounds and exposure had so
sapped his strength there was little he could do to help
‘himself. His legs were blue-black from the cold and he
had almost given up hope of ever being rescued. When .
they finally got him into their boat, the Gulf Prowler
crew members carried him into the cabin, got his shoes
off and wrapped him in a blanket. Gradually, the cir-
culation came back into his limbs, bt 4
“Poor Hab Taylor,” the rescued fisherman said later. =
“He knew he was going to die and he was worried -
about what would happen to his body, That's why 1
wanted to make sure he was taken off first. If they
couldn’t have taken us both, I wouldn't have left him."".
_ Walter Williston, who has a wife and three children;
has sinte become known as “the luckiest man in'Bay
du Vin." Fourteen of his companions from that tiny
village never returned. 7 L : -
Among the rescued was Edward Cook, 28, of
Howard's Cove, Prince Edward Island, who had been
cut fishing with his father, Fraser, 60, when the storm
struck, The son lashed himself to the mast and ‘advised
his father o do the same. But Fraser Cook was. trying .
o get the engine started and didn’t take the advice. He

- was washed overboard before his son's eyes, Hours later
_ Roy Lloyd's boat came along and rescued Edward.

sifin o < R an b, '
ANY of the stories of the disaster wiil-remiainun-

told. There are only bits of the wrecked vessels to
indicate what happened. :

- As survivors straggled into port, the story of the
- tragedy slowly unfolded. They told of the havoc

wrought by 75-m.p.h. winds and 50-foot waves. All day
Saturday, wives and children waited anxiously on the
docks. Some waited in vain. Others cried for joy when
they recognized their Joved ones, But there were many
saddened homes. A grim total of 35 fishermen were
listed as dead or missing in the worst fishing disaster '
the area had ever experienced.

The last vessel to. return was Bernie Jenkins's. He
came in to the Escuminac breakwater at 7:30 Sunday..
morning, the Doucettes with him. “Other storms,” said
Bernie, “were just dolls compared to this one.” The
most devastating gale to hit New Brunswick's north
shore in years,-it had, as Jack Doucette had predicted,
wiped out a third of the Miramichi fishing fleet.
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Mrs. Albert Chiasson, of Baie Ste. Anne, lost her
husband and ope son in the storm. She is left with 13
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children, one of whom is in R.C,

N. Also drowned

were her husband’s brother and two teenaged sons.

2



Freshly-dug grave in Baie Ste. Anne churchyard is mute festimony
The sudden storm trapped 45 boats, sank 22 of them and took lives

to disaster,
of 35 men.

A badly-damaged boat is repaired at Escuminac and launched again to face the
dangers of the sea. For these men live by fishing, and life must go on. - p*
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Roy Lloyd, of Escuminac, and son Brian, 13, survived storm without mishap but
rescued Edward Cook, who tied himself to mast of boat in which his father died.

g ".*'1'-."‘- ™
Cyril Robinsan | A 3 : s ' " i
Theodore Williston 28, lives with his wife and two Walte illiston, , is l'etmiIBd with is family.
children at Ha.tﬂwi::ke. He lost his sail, almost ran  He is known now as the luckiest man in Bay du Vin. gg
aground, before rescuing Walter Williston (above).  Fourteen of his neighbors were drowned in storm.
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. I lived through New Br ick’
N 1 1
kl], er ga e by Miramichi fisherman WENDALL WILLISTON
l as told to Byron Fisher §
3 |
ja—
o & |
l One year later, we’re still reeling from the storm that killed 35, yet spared me. & '
I Almost one year ago, on June 19, 1939, out 35 of our fishing friends and rela-
the most deadly storm in New Brunswick tives.
history struck Mirgmichi Bay on the That afterncon, while we prepared for
province's north shore. With listle warn- the night's fishing at the breakwater at
' ing, it cut through the 45-boat fishing Escuminac, everyome was talking about
fleer from villages ilike Hardwicke, Bay the 100-salmon haul that Ian Williston
dre Vin and Baie Ste. Anne, our that night (no relation) had brought in that morn-
to cash in on the best salinon fishing in ing. Tt's worth about $500 and ifs real
' years. By morning, 22 bouats were sunk fishing. But then, with only a 62-day
and 35 of 100 men were drowned—a salmon run. a man has to work every day
linge toll in an area of 2,000 inhabirants. to bring in about $5,000 in one year. And
% A vyear larer, the effects are still being that's pood going: in a bad year, a man
" felt by those who lost their sons, fathers will be lucky to teke in $1,500. Then
: and husbands. One of those to survive the he'll have to eke out a living the rest of
uight of terror was Wendall Williston. the year with a little farming.
skipper of a salmon drifter from Bay dn Our homes are mostly wooden two-
Vin. storey affairs, sirung along the seaside
highway leading to the 7,000-soul town
M NOT the kind who starts yelling to of Chatham, 20 miles away with the only
God whenever he gets inte a jam. I mevie house in the area. But we mostly
can usually figure a way out by myself. make our own amusement, watching TV
But that night one year ago, when I or organizing our own sports, dances and
shipped out on my 3%-foot salmon drifter, parties at our two Anglican and Roman
s I know God wus aboard with myself and Catholic churches.
R ol 3 - Garth Williston, my 19-year-old cousin. This had been the best season in 40
WAITING for gale survivors There just ism't any other way I can ex- years, and everyone was carrying quite
was frial for wives & children. plain how we survived the pale that wiped a chunk of {Coniinnred on page 36)
l + G i iy i SR “
SEARCH PARTY faced grim tasks. Storm lefi WRECKED with 21 others was this craft. My 52,000 boat was
. 28 widows, 83 orphans, wiped out my brother, 40. voharmed. Storm struck during best fishing run in 40 years.
100



N.B.'s Big Gale

continued from page 24

money. You see, during the season, we
Bsh all week, get paid daily at the wharf,
and get home only on the weekends. One
of the bodies found later had more tban
$800 buttoned in its shirt pocket.

HADN'T that much, but I was hoping to

get back a good picce of change on my
boat. It's a $2,000 open craft called the
Shaan. named after a girl 1 once knew in
Holland, when [ was overseas with the
fourth division. Aside from that time, 1've
been fishing all my 38 years off Miramichi
Bay and the Gulf of St Lawrence. Te
help me this summer, I'd hired young
Garth, a strapping, 6-foot-2 student at the
University of New Brunswick,

The weather was hazy and overcast and
the 5 p.m. forecast said there'd be a light
wind becoming nerth-east 20 miles an
hour by morning. North-easters are what
we dread, because they carry out boats
toward the cliffs and reefs of the shore.
But, it's only when a north-eastér geis
around 25 or 30 miles an hour, that you
got to watch out.

I was one of the few with a radio en
board; T would have caught the 8.30 fore-
cast that warned of a north-east gale of
45 miles an hour, with gusts up to hurri-
cane force. But about that time, a steamer
ran across my bow and I ran up to see
if she had done any damage She hadn't,
but I missed the weather report. We were
out about 12 miles; and even then, if you
try to run for it, in the dark, you can ge!
caught up in other boats' nets or lobster
spars. A few boats heard the broadcast
and lit out.

We made sure our nets were set, our
engine shut off, and that we were drifting
with the current. Then we ate cheese and
sardine sapdwiches, and went to bed in
the cuddy about 9.30. But, when you go
to sieep on the Gulf of St. Lawrence,
your ears stay awake.

I wokE UP around 11, with waves pound-
ing the sides of the cuddy. The sail
was flapping hard, and that meant it was
getting rough. 1 went back to tighten the
sail, but I couldnt sleep again, though
Garth kept sleeping.

T was getting nervous. I'd never been in
blows like this one. I started to pray.

About 3.30, a big wave hit and my
40-pound anchor went over the side. It
was held by the anchor fluke, and started
to pound the side. [ was afraid the boat
would hold solid and be smashed to
kindling; or worse, the anchor could stave
a hole in her.

Pm 5-feet-9 and weigh only 135. And
it took all my strength to wrestle that
anchor aboard and tie it. At four o'clock,
1 woke Garth and we made tea, bread and
butter and fried eggs.

“i¥e've got a dirty morning ahead of
us,” I told him.

About five, I saw the light of the
Escuminac Point lighthouse. When you
can see that with the air filled with spray
—vyou're too damned <lose.

A minute later Garth yelled: “Look.

Lobster gear.” Lobster fishermen work
close to shore, and their gear can really
foul up your nets and rudder.

“We're getting out of here,” I snapped.
We pulled in three or four nets. But al-
ready, the lobster gear had roiled them
tight like a big rope.

SDMB say the waves were 70 feet high
out there. I wouldn't guess how high
the next one was—but it was one awfol
big slab of water. With a loud snap, the
28-foot mast and sail broke off and went
aver the side; we prompily swung tail-end
to into our own nets. I slashed the guy
ropes and Garth and I pulied the mast
aboard and stowed it.

“We've got to let go the nets,” I yelled
to him. “Maybe somebody’ll find them
tomorrow.”

I'd just started to set them adrift when
another monster wave hit. It knocked me
back into the boat, flat on my back.

I scrambled up and looked around for
Garth. He was gone — and he couldn’t
swim.

He was thrashing in the water, rubber

Canadian housewives
fight the yellow
margarine war

by Frank Rasky
in next month's

LIBERTY

suit and all, a good 30 feet off the stern,
And every wave was carrying him out
farther.

Braced against the side, I lunged for
the now-free nets.

“Grab the nets, Garth. Grab the nels,”
I was yelling.

Two fingers caught in the mesh, but
the sea pulled them away. Then my hand
caught behind a floater, but 1 could feel
them slipping away again. I braced with
my knees, and leaned far over with my
left hand and tectered there — hoping
these nets woultd come to me.

Little by little they came closer. T was
still yelling for Garth to grab them, and
he clutched them 30-40 feet out — all
200 plus pounds of him. 1 was nearly
jerked overboard.

T HEN, came the most sickening moment
I've ever known. [ realized I could
never hold him. 1 remember thinking: “If
I lose my cousin's only boy, I doo’t want
w0 go back either.”

Then — laugh if you like — I realized
thers was a Third Hand on the Shaan. I
know Somebedy was helping me hold
those nets.

Hand over crawling hand, he came
along the line. He was half strangling: his
head went under every time he grabbed
a handful, until he hauled himself above
again. At last he caught the side. He was
spent and 1 wasn't much better off.

Inch by inch, [ worked him along the
side by his leather belt, to the lower
middle of the boat. If be let go, it was
all over. Where the side was only three

feet high, I tried to pull him in but he
was too far gone to help himself. We
looked at each other, gasping, our eyes
a few inches apart.

Then I croaked: “Here comes a big
one down the side. It's now or never.”

1 wsed the last ounce [ had. As the
wave picked bim up. he plunged in head
foremost and lay thers — vomiting salt
water. 1 was exhausted. Fle'd been in the
water three or four minuies — but it
seemed like an hour.

The nets were fouling us now, and I
slashed them until they floated free.
They're worth $1,300, but theyre not
worth much if you're not around to use
them.

v THIS time, it was six o'clock in the

morning. We saw a boat behind and
headed back to see if he needed help. It
was Harry Williston (again no reiation).
He had two men with him and I muttered:
“Hell, we're in worse trouble than he is.”
Later, we learned Harry went overboard
but his men got him back on.

We headed into the gale to get sea-
room, away from the reef-bound shore.
Our oil was spilled and our matches wet.
We were freezing cold as we started for
the breakwater at Escuminac.

Suddenly Garth gasped: “What're those
two white things?”

They were houses at Escuminac. I knew
where we were at last. But a towering
wave hit us broadside and we flopped
over on our side, We lay there for 30
seconds, with me clinging to the steering-
wheel and Garth dangling from the throft
—the plank the mast sets in. Just a litde
push was all we needed to turn turtle,
But our Third Hand was still there. Our
engine didn't stop, and the wave that
would have hurled us out like rocks out
of a pail didn't come. Slowly, she righted
herself.

W E GOT through the 50-foot gap at the
breakwater, both suffering from ex-
haustion.

Every boat had a similar 1ale of terror.
But the most terrible will never be told.
They are the stories of the 22 boats that
were found smashed along the coast.

The men who'd sailed them were found
over 1,500 square miles of ocean. One was
(Ossie, my 40-year-old brother, who lived
with me. I identified the body, though he
had been six weeks in the water.

Luckily, I didn't have a wife and chil-
dren waiting in agony for me thenm —-
though I've since married a widow with
two children,

For that night of tragedy left 28
widows and 83 orphans. A relief fund was
started, whose contributors included Prince
Philip and Queen Elizaberh, then on the
first leg of their Royal Tour of Canada;
and boxing champion Archie Moore,
who'd recently knocked out challenger
Yvon Durelle, himself a Miramichi fish-
erman.

Bug, for those like the widow with eight
children living in a two-room shack, or
the widow left with 13 children ({the
youngest less than a year old), only time
can hea] the suffering such a disaster has
brought them. 3
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' Newspaperman Visits Escuminac:

N.B. Fishing Disaster
Anniversary Marked

June 20, 1960

By JAMES D. MORRISON — Gleaner News Editor

| .
: ESCUMINAC — The breakwater here was deserted yes. |
I terday as 1 walked along its heavy woaden planking. |
| Not a soul in sight. This was a tremendouz change from I
‘ ‘the last time 1 visited this picturesque fishing village — ;
: just a year ago. :

{ Then the breakwater was crow-jway to Sunday, June 21, 1839,
‘Ged with peeple: cuvioys calook- {hf! “'3321;51'.- IA hgf- 1:“-"":i bsf-‘.ail;
5. wiv nd children af mi- aown on .OJ'E_TUIn EXIano vliLT:f
’:i:;:sg ‘;il‘ii‘ii'l::ﬂ relatives :;ll p g|vesterday Just as it had a yeat
Fisds : previousiy when Capt. Bernard
[ty i . _ |Jenkins and his boat came Into
| Thiny - five men lost thei|.pe pregiwatey here. His boat
i{“? ;ED r‘,l""a; “'“Pf'“f %“’:{;" OBClywas the Yast to return safely.
e mi“ssi\i': Ay, Five bodles arelo pTAIN VISITED
| Yesterday was similar in one| I decidd to pay a call on
- —— iCapi. Jenxins, who received the
British Empire Medal forr his
heroism a year ago. Ip was only
a shott distance from the break-
water bo:thie neat Jepkins home,
1 askead \Fhat‘chanzes had

Contribulions are still coming
| in for the New Brunswick Fish-
; ermen’s Disaster Fund, The
t Royal Bank of Canada, trustee
! for the fund, received a 510
contribution ever the weekend
fromn Edward Cralg, Oshawa,
! Ont.

been mad: in the small fishing
vilinges of Escuminac, Baie. Ste.
Anne and Bay du Vin since the
1859 storm,
“There- 1ave been few chen-
se5," Capl, Jenkins reported, .
“People have adapied them-
selves to the siluation pretoy well
and the fishing fleet is continu-
ng its work." : 3
“That's right,” Cyril G. Jen-
:kins, mephew of tie capiain ag-
]reed.

Crril, a.member of Capl, Jen-
kins' crew on the night of the
storm, alsp received cthe British
Empire Meda! for his heroism.
(AMAZING RESCUE

The two men had been glven
ihe awards for their amazing res.
itue of John Doucet and his suns.
Aiphonse apd BEverett. Alphonze
has received the Queen's Com-
jmendation for his role in the
lreseue, A second Queen's Com-
thendation went to Fraser Cor}k,.l

of Howard's Cove. PEIT Ay |
| fContinued on Page 7 Col. i) |
(Editorial on Page 4 i 102
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Son of V’“ﬁm Takes Parf c

ﬁslyermen

al sea, June 20ih, 1959"

Wwilh these werds. by ‘Rev, C!
‘M. Jones, rectr of St John the
!Bvangelist Church at Bay Du
r5!'1:& yesterday. afternpof & gran-
ite memnriaL was unveiled ~ in
fronf of the church, before & §i-
|ent sudience of abo?r. 400 people

UNVEILING

The unveiling .was carried but
by Mr, Jones and Bliss King-
ston, son of Windsor Kingslon,

ed in the Northumberlahd Strab
storm one year ago foday.

.Names listed on the memor‘a_
are: John. Chapman, Clifford
Kingston, Windsor Kingston, Al
ned McLénaghan, Geotge Moo
Lecd, Allan Mills, Andre®w Mills,
Leo. Roy. Harcold Tarlon Cunard,
Erie Haley, Haynes and Oswala
williston, -

‘The - memerial is .the work- of
lthe people of the Anglicsn Parish
:pf Hardwicke. It was they who
nentn‘nuted the ‘money for its ‘B
ectinn

Two of the “bodies, {hose of
Clifford Kingston, and George Mc-
T.ead. have ne\ sr-hsen reco'.m

ed.
TEARS SHED
The memoual service - was
short and ‘solemn. Tears U2l
dgwn' the cheexs of widows ot
the lost fishertien.. But the tears
were not confmed ta those cout-
aAgeous women "There wis hard-
ly a dry eéye among the audienne_
seated and standing. under © a
(Continued on Page 2 Col k)]

BAY DU VIN (Staff Spe:ia”f
stone, to the glory of Almighty God, and in Iovmg memory.
of the members of the Bay du Vin flshmg fleet whu d!ed

one nE the fishernten who perish-f

Memorial To Dro wned

Un veiled

We dedicate ﬂus

'J;...,.;_,;__:_______________ B,
Memorial * !
{Continued from Page 1! |
bright sun In fmnt of the smali;
chutch.. .

Eight fishing hoa.ts, the Bay Du
Vin fleet, bobbed in the- wz:s']
only a shmh distance away, wait-;
Ing for the fishermen of the wil-*
'lage to take them nu* agam Ll
day #

Tribute to the fishermen anrl-
heir families was paid by Seni
ator G, Percy ‘Burchill; speaker
at the memanalﬁeremony

“We do not need this- memor-
fal ‘to remind us of the tragic
diaa.ster,“ Senator Burchill ssnd
“nor of the' fortiiude and daunic
less , courage of - the men who
Dmisl‘leq ‘on June 20th last year,
not to vecall the vacant places
in the -homes of those who dig
noj refurn,

June 20, 1960
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U;.\i‘.’E]LS MERMORIAL: Bliss

Kingsten, son of Mus, Windsor |
Kingston und the late My, King- ;

ston of Bay du Vin. stands to
the side after unveiling a me-
morial Sunday In memory of

14 Bay du Vin fshermen whp !

lost thelr lives in the Northum- |

perland Swait fishing disaster
cne year ago today, His father
was one of the storm’s vietims,
Bliss i5 well known to TV aud-
ienees, having gone to ‘Toroa-
to and B;rrie, Ont., with Lis
mother.for TV appearances. His
photo has beefk in many news-
papers. Yesterday's ceremony
took place in front of the St
John 'the Evangelist church,
(Gleaner Stafl Piisto)
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THE FISHING FLEET: One
' year ago teday the Escuminac

fishing fleet was caught In a
' Northumberland Strait storm

that claimed 35 lives and wreck- of boats Is shown. inside the
ed many boats. This year the bfeakwater ai Escuminac in
fleet is even larger than that - this photo taken yesterday. The
of last year. Part of the fleet- homes of Escuminac fishermen

June 20, 1960

cah be seen in the backzround.

*{See Also Page 1)

(Gieaner Staff Phote) ai

— B -

—
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The Storm’s Anniversary

A year ago today a howling storm sweph
thirty-five Northumberland Strait fisher-
meq to thelr deaths. It leftf twenty-four
widows and eighty-two dependent children
destitute,

Today New Brunswick remembers. And
although its people could do nothing to
bring back husbands, fathers and sons, the
record of New Erunswickers as geherous
contributors to the New Brunswick Fisher-
men’s Disaster Fund is one of which to be
proud. They opened their hearts and their
purses, pushing the FPund over its $440,000
goal. The people of the Northumberland
Stralt area will never forget _their
humamty : -

Thus it 18 shockmg to read tive account
of the disaster’s anniversary in today's
Telegraph-Journal,. That hewspaper, it
will be recalled, after the tragedy accurred
last year, stood back and attempted to
embarrass the inguguration of the Fund,
Now it is making the anniversary of the
storm the occasion of a public display of

- criticism of the Fund’s administration. A

story today wss mainly concerneg with
stressing the complaints of some people of
the Escuminac ‘area, overlooking the many
dependents of the Hshermein who are
deeply gratefiil for what has been done for
them. It says $144,000 was subscribed. It is
short of the mark by $300,000. The Tele-
graph-Journal’s contribution to the Fund
and all it stands for can be measured by
the quality of its reporting on this the
anniveisaly

June 20, 1960
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The Boats Are

ack Where Disaster Stch

Yvon Durelle (left), former Canadian and British Empire light-heavy-
weight boxing. king, gazes toward the waters of Miramichi Bay and Northumher-
lJand Strait beyond, nearly empty of salmon this year. The Baie Ste. Anne fisher~
man is looking out from the end of the Escuminac breakwater, © Cn the right,
Rager Martin, who also drifts for salmon, stands in the rotting hulk of one of the
boate_which capsized last june 20 when 35 fishermen loat their lives; Several
wrecks litter the beach within the breakwater, a stark contrast with the 100-add
hoats which seek shelter behind the break water's high wharves. )

096T auny
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Sitting on.the ‘deserted Escuminac breakwatey,
Jack Doucet and his two sons talk over the poor salmen
season this year for fishermen in the surrounding vil-
lages. The Doucets were' almost drowned when an At-
lantic gale sivept N_“-ﬂ't_humb'elrland Strait June 20, 1950,

‘What's Ahead For Escuminac Area?

: : < i
Left to vight: Jack Doucet, Alphonse Doiicel and BEvereit Doucel. ) -

Alphonse, |7, received 3 Queen’s Commendatisg for
his part in the rescue of his father and brother. The

second of & series of articles on the disaster area one
year later appears on Page 3,

0961 aunf
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T0 RECEIVE MEDALS: Two.

hercic surviverz of the Nor.

thunihailand Sirait fishing dis-
aster of June 20, 1939, whe
have besn awarded the British
Empire Meda! for gallantry,
will recaive their miedals from
Governor - General Vanier dur-
g Wis wisit to Fredervicton.
Tie prasezntation to Cyril G,
Jenkins. left and Capt. Ber-
pard L, Jenkins, right, wil] be
made. Monday, July 4, in the
Legiglative Chamber, Capt.
Jenkins was the skipper of n

fishing vesczel which saved the i

lives of Jack Decucet and his
jons, Alphonse and  Evereit.
The Doucet hoar was lot in
the stoem, The Jenkins boa!

was the lost Lo return to Eseu-

minae following the tragerr.
iGleaner Staff Fhoto)

i am—— - -

’

. Merited Awards'
Captain Bernard L. Jenkins and his
nephew, Mr, Cyril G. Jenkins of Escuminac
will receive British Empire Medals for gal-

lantry from Governor-General Vanier at

, Fredericton on July 4. .

The medals were awarded fqr feats of
heroismy performed 'in rescuing fellow
fishermen during the disastrous storm in
Northumberland Strait on June 20, 1959.

That storm took 35 lives and caused
Irreparable damage to boats and gear.

As is so often the case in human affairs,
tragedy begot heroism:. Feats of rescue in
the great tradition of the sea and the gal-
lant comradeship of those who sail it were
performed on that fateful night.

Awards to these two men and to others
of the Escuminac fishing fleet are fitting
expressions. of respect and admiration,

“presented from the highest sources.

Equally fitting as a recognition of all
that was involved in the disaster of June
20, 1959 was the New Brunswick Fisher-
men’s Disaster Fund of more than $440,000,
taised by fellow Canadians for the relief of

the widows and orphans of the storm. .

But that cannot be the end. As a final
memorial to those who died and as a merit-
ed tribute to those who survive, new meas-
ures must be devised and enacted to assure -
the fishermen of the Atlantic Province a
decent® and adequate living wage 'and to
safeguard them from disasters such as the
Northumberland Strait storm. .-

0961 ‘ez dunr
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June , 1960

2 Escuminac Fishermen Given

Empire Medals For Gallantry

|
4
]

' “OTTAWA (CP) — Two Escuminac, N. B,, fishermen have been awarded the Bri'c-lf
ish Empire Medal for gallantry for their grave rescue efforts at the height of a sudden

storm last summer that claimed 35 lives in Northumberland Strait, it was announced Fri-

day.

J A similar award went to Fraser
iCook of Howard's Cove, P.E.L,
for attempting to rescue & fish-
erman and therby losing his life.
, The story of the rescue June
i?ﬂ was told in the official Can:
ada Gazelte, :

John Doucet, his sons and an-
other crew .member were caught
about 25 miles off-Escuminac by
a violent storm and heavy seas.
They headed thelr fisning wvessel
for shore and, meeting the Jen-
kins' boat on the way, agreed to
try to reach shore witly them.:

A wave .capsized the - Doucet
hoat, throwing John Doucef into
the seas and pinning his sons and
the third crew member under-
neath the cabin, A.second wave
righted the boat but washed one

The awards were made to Bernard Lawson Jenkins and Cyril Galvin Jenkins of Es-
cuminac for rescuing John Doucet of Baie 8te. Anne, N, B., and his two sons.

|' One of the sons, Alphonse Doucet, who helped rescue his brother and another ship-
Fm.;rce in the same storm, was awarded the Queen's Commendation for brave conduct,

*
boat. ' e

The third crew member who
was  not  identified had died,
meanwhile, of a head injury.

The Jénkins' boat turned hack
to help and ‘‘despite heavy seas
and a high wind  Bernard Jenking
was able to get close enough on
three occasions for Cyril Jenkins
to throw gz lifé line each time to

by one to safety.”

‘ The' Jenkins’ boat then was
swamped but didn't sink. The en-
gine: broke down and the cabin
was washed away. With the 'aid
of & sail and usingtheir nets a3
a sea anchor they prepared to
ride out the storm, R
After bailing the boat for three

of the Doucet sons overhoard, The
citation does not identify him by’
name, )

The other son, Alphonse, shoved
!a lobster crate to his brother a,nd}
hauled him aboard while his
father was climbing back Into tha!’
! ,

hours, they were able to repair
the engine, head out to sea and
using their remaining nets as an
anchor rode out the storm until
the following morning when they
returned {o. Escuminac,

played courage and good seaman-

ship in effecting the rescue of
I John Doucet and his two sop=s dur.
|ing the height of the storm,” the
.citation says. :

-Details of the reseue in which;
Mr. Codk lost his life were not
given, nor did the citation indi-|
cate whether he was the unidenti-

fled crew member aboard the|
the ‘Doucets and pull them ‘one!pgacet boat. i

+"Bernard and Cyri]l Jenking dis-

[y
[
[




Summer, 1960

PRINCE CHATS WITH SURVIVOR — Capt. Bernard Jenkins of Escuminac, ¢
'the June 20 storm ‘in Northumberiand Strait, chats with Prince Philip during o_visit_the
latter and Her Majesty made with survivors and widows of fishermen on the Point du Chene
- wharf. Her Majesty and Prince Philip spent some time with the survivors of. New Bruns--
wick’s worst. fishing disaster during their visit to Point du Chene Wednesday. — (Staff
Photo by Bourgeois). - = . % . ° s B ' i

gc, a survivor of i
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‘Oversight On Someone’s Part’;

. ‘ Brian didn't tell me in full

‘The Jan. 2B issue of . The, the desperate struggle his fath-
Canadian -Gazette anmnunc'étti er bad in making the Cook res-
that Bernard Jerkinz and CYQ; cue. Captain Lloyd had fo
Jenkins, both of ESCumdNACy olimpy gboard the sodden ves-

| had been awarded the B“ﬁﬂ‘d sel-on which Cook was lashed

. of his experiences during the
" fight for survival on the small -

Empire Medal {or gallaulry:lnd to the mast. The fisherman
their rescae efforts during was delirious from exposure

“stormi. The Queen's Cummqrmgf antd the shock of seelng his

dation went to Alphonse Dou-.-
cet of Baie Ste. Anne, ons’ cg.:;
the 1men rescued by the Jenk-:
ins’, and to Fraser Cook o
_Howal‘d’_s Cove, PEI, i
‘lost his lile in the storm

ALL DESERVED

There can be mno
with these awards, All weped N HOSPITAL :
deserved. It is probable thérsd! Mr. Cook told me his story
were many othey heroic fmt ~of the rescue from a losvifal
werthy of awards, but thﬁum' bed in Chatham, He told of the
stories must remain untold.furi intensity of the storm, with
the men who particibated ne;-' waves as high ag 40 and 50
{shed in the iurbuleént £~ fees
thumberland Strait during th
tragic night. g er) and 1 aboard.” Mr. Cook -

There hag been, in my op =T told me.
fon, an oversight on &ameonagé “The boat turned right over
uart in the case of the 48— gncg hiut V;*e lwimdah]e Eﬁ; g::
""" ack in. ashed myself
f::: {:)IF }E;'I;ti:ﬁ Itf}:gd b :leltsl the mast and hollered at J;‘lad
chronicled and {s known fact. to do ihe same, He was cling-
In fact, Captaln Lloyd and his D€ to the cuddy {smali for-

father washed overboard. Cap-
tain Lloyd finally had to Dpush
him overboard and then strus-
gle to zet him aboard the Lloyd
craft. Thiz was finally accom-
plished, bui not. before Captain
Lloyd Bad gone to consider-
aple risk of his own life.

d eabin). Just as I hgller-
rew -- including his son 13- WAT 3
;ear old Brian, Chlerin Jimimo ed a huge wave camea% He, -

d Les Lewls — saved Pras- DOAL, sweeping the cu
‘-211-1 Conlgs son Edward, who had Dad overside. g
|ashed himsslf to the mast of FEW MEMORIES
nis father’s boat.
YOUNG SAILOR
The 13-vear-old sailor
me of that tragic storm and

My, Cock had few miem-
to1d oOries of his rescue. He recalls
seeing the Lloyd boat come
alongside and that Roy Lloyd
had to help free him from the
maat,

fishing boat. ;
Srien fold me how, he and | W. J.'Gallant, MLA for Nor-

thumberlgnd, took an astive In-
Eﬁéaﬂeﬁgrsaggt?e:rﬁv 2;3 terest in the Escuminac Dis-

; ter, and madle it 3 point to
euddy of their small vessel as 38
they rode out the stormi. They talk with the survivors and

their familiss. His investigation
10.15 >
:urgedJﬁgeﬂguazsti:ﬁio:&t back confirmed tnekstory ol Lloyd’s
f Cook.
to Escuminsc, They were ap- T[esfue of Look.
‘proaching the Escuminac Mr. Ga.llant.t in 1;cum?§:.dé
breakwater about 315 pm. ing that Caplain Roey ¥

when they saw 2 boat near the

::,? atf- tt;;eh;ﬁ:sr ) . P s tEloyd tad rescued- Les Lewij

ua.nd Ovila Robichaud .in a s

FEE‘;}; OzegAng the boat, ldlss.st.er four years previuus_

"but had a hard ume to gey Mr. Lewis was a member

him to uniie himsel,” Brlan Dioyd's crew during the Ju
said It was Mr. Cook (Ed- 19 disaster.

ward Cook). We finally g0t him g

. into our boat His was full of tha¥ it should have been E

water: Then we got to the erett Doueet, 19, rather th

breakwater and togk Mr. Cook Nis younger brather Alohons

o our home. They took him to 14, who received the Queer's:

| hospital a little later.” Commendation.

‘“There was just Dad (Fras- |

be given the highest p“'“hle,& ‘highest possible awafd -and re-
award, alse fioted that Capialli cogpition for his herolc action

It would alse seem to me;

GRIPPING STORY

In the gripping story of thej
rescue by Berpard and Cylil-
Jenkins of th: Douscets, CaD-
tain Jenkins went to great’
pains o emphasis the herpic .
action of Everett Doucet. Thigi
was in ap interview with Mry
Gallant shortly after the sformz:

Hers iz how Jenking told his:
story to Mr. Gallant: I

“My nephew (Cyril) called#y
‘There’s a boat upset ehinjl

us, . o, I turned a
went back Im
were clinging o the boat. The

two hoys were on the whael- |
house, and the father, Jack
Doucet, on the bow , . . The
first casting . . . we missed, .
I turmed...and on second |
) casting, the oldest boy, Everetl

. . caught the rope-and pass-
ed it along to his kid bm*her
who was fourteen . .oomy
| nephew pulled him thmugh the
water with the rope, and.1 .
helped . . . haul him aboard

. Qny the seeond attempt

. » - the same Young guy pass-
ed the rope along to his father
and we brought "him aboard.
He was ip preily bad condi-
tion .. .. we then had . 7.
large seas and I was unabie to
turn. so we left him “behind
several hundred yards and he
was afraid . . , that we had
abandoned him altogether, that
we weren't going te save him

. . 1 furned again and with |
the third ~casting we hauled
him abeard . . . I asked him
wh;r, he didl:u;L come first; he

;]
three men 1
|

|

i

|

hmd the fivst uppmtumty He_‘
sald: ‘I didn’t want to go and |
leave my brother behind. 1|
wanted fo make sure that he |
was saved before T was, and l
also my Dad.'"*

RECOMMENDATION

Mr. Gallant also recomm end-
ed -Everett Doucet [or the

during the rescue. But it was
the vounger brother Alphonse
who veceived the award.

Thesze brave New Brunswick |
 fishermen certainly earned the
awards, though they probably
would say it is all part of their
job. Both Lloyd and .Jenkins !
were out fishing again the day
after Jenkins had veturned to
nore,

January 26, 1961
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Too Few Bravery Awards

Sir: Your article by Jim
Morrison on fishermen's
bravery awards which ap-
peared in The Daily
Gleaner on Jaun, 26, I am
sure is much appreciated
—not only by those direct-
ly concerned, but by all
persons who are still
believers in “giving credit
when credif is due’” and
“to render unto Caesar
that which is Caesar's",

Having playved a minor
role in getting the ma-
chinery going whereby
awards would be made for
gallantry and courage dis-
played by these brave,
honest fishermen, I was
certainly alarmed and
disappointed when the an-
nouncement from Ottawa
was made public, throngh
the newspapers, radio and
television.

These men forgat all
about theiir own safety to
rescue other fishermen
caught in that terrible
storm of June 19-20, 1959,

: ® -* °*

The list of names
recommended and known
to have actually . played
paramount réescuero ]l e s
follows:-

Bernard Jenkins and
Cyril Jenkins of Eseumin-
ac: rescued Jack Doucet
and his two sons, Everett
and Alphonse, Al but
Everett recelved awards.
Everett, who was 17 years

01ld, cerfainly displayed

the highest of courage and
admirable principle, by
passing the rescue line to
his younger brother and
father to be safely taken
ahoard the Jenkins' boat
(the award was given to

_Alphonse),

Roy Lloyd of Escumin-
ac: rescued Edward Cook

with a daring display of -

seamanship and courage,

(didJ not receive award
and was not mentioned). '
x - * |
Theodore Williston of |
Bay du Vin: a young fish- '
erman, undet 30, who res-
cued Walter Williston dnd
brought ashore the boﬁy
of Harold Taylor. Walter
Williston refused- to be

" rescued until the body o

Mr. Taylor—kiflled when |

_ smashed against the side |

of their boat by a huge
wave—was first taken !
aboard . by Theodore Wil-
liston. This act of loyalty

and humanity - certainly :

cannot be lgnored (neithey

Theodore nor- Walter re-
ceived awards or men-
tionj.

' Thomas Lewis of Bay du

Vin: after safely makKing

the Escuminaze Wharf, «
went sut again I danger-
ous breakers and took in

tow and rescued Gerald
Goodchild ~ (Bonhenfant) ™
who earlier’ was- reported
lost. . Mr. Goodehild, all |
alone and in a small boat
considered unseaworthy,

managed to ride out the

storm but was in prave-
difficulty when Mr, Lewis

lett the wharf to go out .
and bring him to sheore |
safe and sound (noc award ‘
given and received no

mention). ’

# * * :

Alvin Durelle, formerly
of Pointe Sapin but now
of Bscuminac; displayed
exceptional courage, sea-
manship and fearlessness |
in the face of danger as
he réscued Norman Wilils-
ton, Bay du Vin, and his
crew from certaln death
ag the Williston boat was
out of commission and
taking wafer fast (no
award, no merition).

_ W. J. Gallant, MLA ..
Rogersville, N.B.
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May 1, 1961

S e TR MEDAL'S FOR - HEROES |

Herndrd and’ Cy'ril Jerzkms posa proudiy “with ‘Governor ﬂ-iough ‘their Hoat was damaged The presentatigng were
General Georges' Vanier and the Briiish Empire Medals | niade in Fredericton during the'governor-generalfs 'visit to
_presented’ to them by the. gwernar-genemL The Jenking, - | the capital. Left to right are: General Vanier, Bernard
Jboth of Escuminac, received the medals for saving several Jenkms, Cynl Jenkins and Mrs. Vanier.

-victims n:nrt the. June, 1959 Escuminac fishing dissgter al- ' : ik
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Goveror-General Vaniot invested two Escuminac f:she rmen with the British Empire lmedai for gallantry durmg
1961 visit, Bernard, left, and Cyril Jenkins.

=
g
<
-
]
o
*
e







I et
e
=

ix Years Ago 1 oday:;
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l e Escummac DISOSteI" :
]
By DICK Ma:DbNALD death toll had officially climb-| opened their hearts, larders; the height of the gale; or about
Provincial Editor . ed to 35 and could go higher.| and pocketbooks to hélp the| Edward Cook, who lashed]
The same day, the news-|stricken area 90 miles north himself to a mast after. his|
For the mnight of Triday,| paper announced that readers of Moncton, where a drive re.|vessel overturned. There
Jure 19, the weather office at| whp wished to make an im-|sulted in the collection of more | were many.

l Halifax predicted light winds,| mediate donation to assist the | than $2,000 worth of foodstuffs.| Many of the tishermen hlam-
shlitlng to northeast 25 for tragedy's vietims could do so Not only those who suffered ed -the forecasts of Ft‘ida}f.
the Maritime Proytnces for py contacting the paper: loss of life were helped; those saying they were too vague
the coming -weekend. SiX| And that same day, the prov-| who lost equipment and wages and didn't predict anything
hours later the forecast was|inpe established a disaster re-| pecause of the storm received like that which developed.
changed to northeast gales, 35, | 1jef fund, headed by Premier| pscisiance, too. " But, even as bodies were be-
shifting at dawn to northwest| Hygh John Flemming. T th ’;:l P —— ing pulled from entangled nets
35 and diminishing 4 the| The devastating storm wiped n the days following theland picked up from lomely
afternoon to southeast 25.| gut about a third of the Mira- | storm, tales of valor and hero- beaches, the men who surviv-
Heavy rain was to change to| michi area's salmon fleet, a|ism trickled from the commun- :d weiratrﬂqumg ]Flansr Lo
showers and the sun was exX-| heavy blow to the district’s ities of Escuminac, Bay du Vin u-}:g&{:l ﬂg wm‘d’ow'n to the
pected to, break through the| economy. Most of - the ©66fand Baie Ste. Anne, which qea-;re\: h'uﬁo Tace” were
Elptd: licenced boats in the Escumin-| were hardest hit. the words N eyw Brunswick

“All week, the weather .had|ac area were at sea when the  giories telling about Ber:| Lieutenant-Governor J, Leon-!
been paor, and fishermen along | storm struck, taking advantage | pard and Cyril Jenkins, who |nard-O'Brien, a Miramichi re-
‘the coast knew another storm|of a heavy salmon Tun.| pyjled John Doucet and his| sident himself, used to describe
was on -the way. But they|Twenty-two of them disappear-| two sons from the .scowling | the men who died in the disas-
didn't think it would be too|ed. sea after their boat capsized at | ter, and the men who li'.red
severe. Four lmﬂped back to port, ' i i :

As it turned out, the winds| badly battered;  the others
gusted ‘ta T3 miles an hour|were derelicts.
and whipped the waters of| Boals and equipment lost in
“Northumbertand Strait into|the storm were valued at ap-

' waves 50 and 60 feet hig‘n An | proximately - $750,000.
inch and one-half of rain fel.l Help For Stricken
in ‘a 24-hour-périod.. - Financial assm{:ance mlure.d

Monday fmorning, June 22,|into the pruvince from all
‘the - M npio . Daily .. Times'| corners of .the contment
front-page eu_e;htcniumn, Awosi Condnlemfes came _from  as
lire - bla hafgnel: headljne ‘many places; including word
agad: - e G s UYL from Queen Eljrabeth who wig!

2 KN YWN DEAD — 21| touring ‘Canadaz at’'the.lime: !

I -MISSING IN WAKE OF| TFamilies* lost husbands or
HOWLING  NORTHEASTER s0ns; ‘oflen both. b abirl

That was the Escuminac| Some of the families had as
ﬁshing ‘disaster of 1958, a many as 14 children, left sud-
 tragedy unparalleled in the| denly without their fathers.
annals of the pmvmr:es fish-| - And some of the women left
. ery. to mourn were young, expect-

By the next day, June 23, | ant. mothers.

l The Tlmes repurteﬂ that the Fellow New answickers
i " ; i
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June 19, 1965

June 19; is the sixth anniversary of the Escuminac fishing
fleet dizaster. Some 35 men perished in the starm that
tashed the waters of MNorthumberland Strait into waves
50 and 60 feet high. Gales of up te 75 miles per hour in

ANNIVERSARY OF NORTH SHORE TRAGEDY — Today,

by Dupuis).

were added up, it was the worst tragedy in the history of

\
gusts ripped over the small boats and, 'wh_en tha grim total
Mew Brunswick fishing. Above is the wharf today, {Photo
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l LQBSTER POTS AND A Sﬁl -' Piratruments  her wharF, wher out at sea they strive 1o wrest fromm
the Escuminac ﬁahermcn useyalli a living for ¢ I\ru lnd ihnir familiu‘ 5
EVER PRESENT llu sea'ls ﬂwws in !ho mlﬁds 'a'mf 'rh. -IH(I chlidnn whe wait_at .l'mm- knowing Hui af
I llcalu of the fithtrm-n who ank its riches, and the women the waves. -eeild 'Elai‘m '
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ESCUMINAC (Staff Spe-
cial) — It is a village of sim-
plicity, catching up with the
times, vet standing still

There are horse - drawn
carts and shiny new cars,
autdoor toilets and television
sets, flypaper and pothelly
sioves.

There is poverty and there

ealth. _
Cit s all bere, 125 miles

north: of Moucton at Escom-
inac, ceanire of New Bruns-
wick's largest Gshing fleet, , .
site  of New Brunswick's
worst recorded fishing dis-
aster of this century.

® & 9

It is Wednesday, June 1T,
1959, and Yvom Durelle, a
{isherman from Baie 8t
Anne is saying: “T'm confi-
dent Ul be the new light
heavyweight boxing king of
the world on the night of
July 15 in Montreal."”

Durelle is to fight world
champion Archie Moore of
the United States that night
in a rematch, The New
Brunswicker Iost his first hid
the previous year, after
pressing for most of the con-
test.

Her Majesty Queen Eliza-
beth arrived in St John's,
Nfld,, Thursday mnight, June
18. The OQueen is worried
about the weather in the
Maritimes, especially the fog.

She is saying, “I got a good
view of it along the coast-
line and I can appreciate the
worry and problem it has
been, but 'm so happy that
when we reached here the
sun had broken through.”

The papers talk abont

miner Joe MacDonald of
cf Springhill, N.S., taking his
first steps. MacDonald was
trapped in an Oectober mine
cave-in  which ¢laimed 75
lives. ‘
Mocasthan 50 boats will go
out into Northumberland
Sirait Friday, fishing for
salmon,

There was a storm earlier
in the week, but the marine
weather forecast calls for
clearing conditions.

The weather does not
clear up. It grows worse, with
winds of up to 70 miles an

hour and 50 - foot waves Fri- p

‘day night.

Saturday morning there Is
horrible truth. ;

Out there in those
gray, cold storm - churned
waters are the men of Escu-
minac. . . dying. Sunday there
s nothing left but hope.

Twelve bodies are recover-
ed, saveral make it to shore

alive, but 23 men remain
missing out there,
Bodies are found strapped

to masts and boat rings:
some float in with the drift-
wood,

The eount is growing, until
the final scove reads 35 dead.

Four bodies will never he
found.

By Monday it is over,

Durelle is saying he almost
went out to fish, but “I could
rezd the signs and 1 knew
she wasz going t0 be bad”
He is saying the fog was very
bad,

Her Majesty is in Chicou-
timi, Que., Tuesday, asking
to be notified of the severity
of the disaster. She is saying

she will try to help, _ )

Yvor Durelle is saying if
the government would take
the millions of dellars it was
spanding on the Queen’s vis-
i1:I:e Edslgfminac might be able
to survive the disaster. He is
saying it will take five years
to recoup financial losses.

He is talking about the fish-
ermen. He is saying, “I feel
very, very bad. . . They were
all my friends and some of
the men were my neigh-
bors.”

Bu® talk does not help.

Fishermen say it is the
$440,000 disaster fund which
kept Escuminac alive.

The $440,000 came from
people of many lands and
many walks of life from la-

" borers to multi - millionaires,
From the late Lord Beaver-
brook, a native of the Mira-
michi camf sm.gm.
[

It s cold and windy this
Saturday afternoon in Esep-
minac 10 years later. The sky
is black, and rain is falling,
cutting the white caps in the
water of Escuminac Point,

Along the beach, only 50
feet from the main village,
are neat piles of driftwood,
standing apart from empty

tontainers strewn on the
sand.

About 1,000 yards away, at
Escuminac Harbor, only a
few men are working. The
westher hag been bad and
most will stay home teday.

Anthime Manuel of Baje St.
:Anne is one of the few work.
ing,

The 48-year.old fisherman
and his son Francis, 11, are
aboard their drifter, the &i.
selle M. 2, They are “getting
er secure for the weekend ”

ime says.

He says, “yes, I remember
the disaster. It could hsppen
again too. 1t could happen
again."”

Anthime talks about the
weather forecast that year,

and &aDOUL e laht winds
called for, He is here today,
“because it took me a long
time to get my nets ready,
and it was late when 1
went out.” 5

“l was geiting set 1p drift,
Wwhen the weather got bad,
80 I came back in.” He says
everyone “was terrified” they
would all be killed,

He says it could happen
again, It could happen again
because “the weather Tre-
ports get here too late, and

besause of those.®

_"Thmae” are the only {we
aids, besides ships’ compass-
€s, with which to find the
breakwater durinz a storm.,

They are an old rusted bell
and clapper, and a small re-

, volving light. “They are good
when the weather is fine, but
they are no good in a storm.”

“It is not too hard to find
the shore in a storm, buf i
is I}ard to find the breakwat-
er.” Anthime says, “there is
a reef along there”, pointing
off in the distance, ‘‘and
many were killed thepe "

“If we had a siren or whisg~
tle, maybe more would have
been rescued, We have asked
for something else, byt they
don't listen,"” Anthime S3¥5.

He pleads, “it You are

Herry Grant's eolumn
appears an Page 11

talking to someone tell them
we need a hom or whistle %
© Now he is asked by a man
on the wharf, “How was it
this week?"

He says it was not good,
but better than last week.
Lobster is setiling for 80, 65
cents @ pound,” Anthime tells
him. “Maybe the salmon will
be good,™ he hopes,

On June 7, the government
let the men of Escuminac fish
for salmon in Northumber-
land Strait. The government
will let them fish until fall.

They

go out in their boats

about two hours inte the
strait, and cut their engines,
' They drift all day and over-
 night with their nets, just
_As,the victims of the Eseum-
anac disaster did.
‘. They will go out like their
" fathers’ fathers and their

apndg’ will  fish
and drift, fish and drift.
“If we did not fish, we

" would starve,” Anthime says.

i ¢ l;‘ave thought of doing some-
thing else, hut I do mot have
the "education. ™ :

F Nafw Flanels is speaking,
‘He is if grade five and do-
“Ing well, He wants to finish
scheol, but doesn’t know what
he will do.

His father hopes **he will
fot fish."" He says, “T have
four sons, and as soon as they
finish school T send them to

Mencton or Saint John to ;

take a course.”

Anthime Mangel does net
want his sons to die in a fish-
ing disaster. He wants them
o finish school and leave the

mE e S eV Vi mm

e
L]



"

sea.

thing else.” But ‘“there isn't
any industry here,” he says.

The only two industries in [
. Escuminac — Lloyd’s Con-

struction - Co. Ltd, - and |
Melanson's Fish Packing
Ltd. — are both small. He

gays there is nothing for ‘““an |

old man like me” to do but
fish, if he has mo education.

. |':
When they are all out of | River.could tell you,. He was |
- school T might try to do some- i i

e
s

_ Anthime -:hugkles that -one |

of his sons

never fish. |

He is taking a course in Saint |

Jchn, and “the last time he

came home he got geasick.”’ |

But now he talking about

Photos by Rice

the disaster again. He talks
apout ~ “Father Arsenault”
serving mass at St Mary's
Cathedral for the vietims, and
of two brothers buried in one
grave in St Mary's ceme-
tery.

How he was sad because
“{wa of us” had to push a
car from the wharf to the
home of a friend’s widow.

“But talk to Bernie Jen-

““kins, he was out in the storm,
and saved three men. He

. could tell you more than 1.9 ; LLE. i
; “ ‘erman who only fished for

could, =«

«Jack ‘Doucet at - "Portaﬁe : all the rest. : -' ;

in the storm.” Mrs.  Bernie

Jenkins' husband saved Jack |

| ‘Doucet’s He‘and.Bemia Jen-

kins' wife is sitting in  her
kitchen remembering - and
erying. - .2l i R

s & & L
1t is Saturday night and
Baie St. Anmne boy will
‘leave Chatham. He will go
to a dance back home.

a tavern. S 2 2

If he is hurt in Chatham,
he is safe. There are doctors
in Chatham, none in Escum-
inac. He 'says more people
would have survive i
aster if there were
Escuminac. 2

It looks like there never
will be a doctor there, he

gays. :
 Andrew Bransfield, 77, is

. selling gas right now in Es-

“Bernie’  Jenkins is sleep- |

ing*Saturday afternoon, but

his wife will talk about the -

rdisaster:

tiit he came home Sunday
moarning."” ©' & 1

. *Tt"was- terrible. " Thirte en i
- pttour.meighbarsawere-killed..
% thought Bernie was dead; '

She talks about the weather |
report,.and how the weather |
this vear is about the same

as fthat year. She talks
‘about her neighbors.

_“It was awful” Mrs. Ber- s
nie Jenkins says, tears begin- |

ning to form at the corners
of her eyes. *I don't know
what it was like out. there,

but it was awful at home, It '

Was. «

"% “ifaybe you could come |
back when Bernie is up,” she |

says, her eyes wet. "I know
what it was like here, but I

don’t know what it was like
-t - field and Jack Doucet - and

out there.”

. again, if they “need me.” He
is old now  but he remem--

cuminace, He sold gas the
night '»f the disaster,

d the dis-"
doctors in |

| tered = headstone

- Louis,

And some may cross  the |
street and see the grave of |
Jeffrey Richard and his son
and the - simple-let-

marked
tdisastre.”” .- Lt
There may he thoughts of |

E all the men killed here 1o
| 1959, All the fishermen from |

f

~ | Vin, Escuminac, ‘and P
He says he went to Chat- " 4 SR (i
ham so he could drink beer in

i will go to school, and Andrew

‘all the fishing hamlets, .

. from Baie St, Anne, Bay ‘Du|

ce
ek

i e A
Edward Island,
‘home to ‘die. i
‘But Monday Francis Manuel
| Bransfield will sell gas, and
Mrs. Bernie ‘Jenkins - will .

. stay home ’and wait while |

her husband, and Jack Dou- |
cet and Anthime Manuel, and :
all the rest go out to fish |
and drift, fish and drift in i
the waters of Northumberland |

' Strait.

“quit early” -so he <co uld

help out. :
Andrew .Bransfield is _ an
01d ‘bachelor.” He  5ays it
with 2 grin, and a gleam ‘in
hiz eye. He is a retired fish-

his living because he  just
has ‘‘the eighth grnde."

‘He says he will help out ;

“An stield
bers ‘&

‘B
‘ifpeak storm, calm-

‘ing as fast as it come up.”:’
He 'talks of “young . “Father |

‘Arsenault - from .~ Moncton
way', serving funeral mass

" for the victims. He ‘hopes |
there are no more disasters. &

Now it is Sunday morning |

and all the bells in all the .|

‘churches will call for all the
{fishermen of Escuminac.

_Bells will ring at St. Mary’s

Roman Catholie

'Cathedral °

‘and  the good Father Boud-

yeau will serve mass to Mr.
and Mrs. Bernie Jenkins, and
Anthime Manuel and his son
Francis, and Andrew Brans-
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#THEY DON'T LISTEN" the Escuminac tishermen say
of the autherities whe have turned a deaf ear fo pleas for-

avig: 1 alds. The only way to find the narrow - i
f::::tr's:e t: aih:n;rqakwttar is with the help of an old ANTHIME MANUEL k

Ea

nows the saa for what

rusted ball and a small revelving light. The fishermen say hers with Francis, ene of his four sens, he says he hepé
that if they had a siren or'a whistle “maybe more would :
have begn rescued.” As it was, men d ed on a reef gmim!j

none of them will fish for a living. . He says he do
\:ﬁnl f}o :;e ih;n;hdic nth sea. He says that once he has {ha
raised an raugh school, maybe he’ll find -anath
the harber. - job and quit the sea himself. 4 . o ; _am h

RAVAGED BY THE ELEMENTS this boat once carried . .an old glove and a
maen to reap the harvests of the deep. Now if lies desolate, .. her past, '
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Voodm jets will ‘roar in Irom
gln* ‘Soa ¥ headinfhh straight “tor
. Ane mmlent, gy-]ngw
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2,000 Pay Poignant Tribute To

T rnaay,

AT ESCUMINAC: Dignitaries gathered yesterday at Escu-
minac for a ceremony commemorating the disaster that
took place 10 years age, when 35 fishermen died in a
sudden storm. Left fo right: Lievtenant-Governor Wallace
5. Bird, who unveiled a seven-foot monument; Health

Flemming, MP for Carleton-Chariotte; Premier Louis J.
Robichaud, and Mest Rev, A. H. O'Neil, archbishop of
Fredericton. More than 2,000 people attended the cere-
mony at Escuminac, about 30-miles from Chatham.
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June 24, 1969
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CHOIR AND BAND: A massed choir of about 30 young | Chatham, under the direction of Sgt. G. A. Dunn, pro-
pecple from area churches, along with the band of CFB | vided Impressive music during the memorial service.
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ESCUMINAC ORPHANS: Twao of the 83 childran orphaned by the tragic Escuminac dis-;!
aster 10 years ago when 35 fishermen lost their lives in a hurricane that hit without |
warning, spoke at yesterday's unveiling of a monument to commemorate the bravery |
of these men, and of 16 others who risked their lives to 'save fellow fishermen, At
left is Lucien Chiassen, 20, who lost his father, William, and two brothers. With him '
is Jane Kingston, 18, whose father, Winston Kingston, died in' the disaster, They

spoke at yesterday's ceremony. The impressive menument is by Claude Roussel of
Mancton, -

6961 ‘0T dunp
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HTEN YEARS LATER: One of the survivars of the

[1%]

. s ! i

_Escﬁminac Disaster whoy still take to ‘the sea in, their fishing boats is Reland Williston, Five

other Williston relatives perished in the ireai sfori
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Bravery Of Survivors Is Recalled
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UNVEILING: Lieutenant-Gevernor Wallace 5. Bird, s shown as he pulls a cgréi ':.ln‘.-'e['!-'!L

ing a sculpturé in tribute to the 35 fishermen who lost their lives in the Escuminac:

disaster 10, years ago. The sculpture was carved by Claude Roussel of Moncton, | 140




June 20, 1969

MEMORIAI. I.!nunnam-ﬁwcmw Wallau fributa fo the 35 f‘shermen c!armed by ﬁae 'sea In :
_s B:rd !s shq:rwn above affer unveding the scu!pmrs in Eacummac d:sasfer.
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June 20, 1969

¥ ahmimx. &zi% i ! s

WREATH LAYING: Mrs. Cecelin Mclenaghan, Bay du Vin, laying a wrealh in fribule
to her son, Alfred Mclenaghan, who lost his fife in the Escurninac disaster of Juns
19 and 20th, 1959. ' '

142



June 20, 1969

' L i"".“'.'?"-- ‘“'L S TN
'WIDOW AND ORPHANS: Mrs. Vicior Robichaud, widowed in the 1959 Escuminac’dis-.
aster, stands here with six of her eight children. In.front are' Raphael and Micole
Behind are Juyenal and Vicor, and two girls, Catherinz and Delphine,-are in the re
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June 20, 1969

2]

RECOLLECTION: Hclding the Queen’s Commendation for
bravery, Alphonse Doucet recalls the 1959 disaster when,
' as an 18-year-old, he managed to survive the storm and

save the lives of’-'his father and brother on the “Francine

i
. ;

| D”. Alphonse and 15 other survivers noWw have their
names recorded for acts of bravery on a bronze tablet
affixed to the Escuminac memorial, ; ’
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June 20, 196

emory

Of

AT MONUMENT: After yesterday's ceremony at Escumin- ‘
‘ac, two of the 83 orphans of the 35 fishermen who died
' in the great starm 10 years ago are shown in the photo 1 and Jane Kingsten, whe now attends 5t, Thomas Univer-

tured the menument in the background, Lleft to righﬁ i
tucien Chiasson, who also lost two brothers; Mr. Roussel, !

at left talking with Claude Roussel, cenire, who sculp- | sity. Mr. Chiasson and Miss Kingston gave short ad-




At right, Sgt. G. A. Dunn,
bandmaster of the band of CFB Chatham, sounds
The Last Post and Reveille. The storm sprang up virtually
without_warning on_June 19, 1959, caiching about 50

salmon fishing boats from the Northumberland County
village at sea. Twenty-two boats did nat return. Widows
of the lost fishermen stood in the large crowd that at-
tended the unveiling. (aleaner Staff Fhotos)

i i e
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; wof .
. echoed: acmss the bay,* -foIlow
'edhyaan-em;wﬂud

by Most “Rey. Norbeﬁno"hl

* Archhishop ~ of © Fredericton, ‘
. Most Rev. A.. H ON'eﬂ Pmch—l
.bishop Robichaud;  Honi: Nm- |

‘welfare ‘m

\'.-1?0 also pla ed--

ity. ;
- It was mbaﬂy tlte :-tu;g st
ddy Escuminac has ever ;
as the limousines of Licutenant- | ..
Gwemm' ‘Wallace . - Bird. and

were f{riends’ -end in
cases relahves. of Hmemﬁ
in the awinl, atorm of 10 yg;ars

j'i'fr'len\£umu

Lnelen: Chiassﬂu whose fa'l‘-h

* fathers and -mothers,

andbroﬂm'sallhuchedby' | lost itheir lives “thanked . Mr.

said -he was SOITY ﬂlness had

Asmeimﬂdmgpedﬂomme;

-!z(ces of .the - three -~ symbolic -;
hstermenmsm the ‘clear,”

part in -the. djsasuér ‘tuncl md_.

" of - his -text upplied to
the’ valiant: men. who died *in°
" the midst of their work and to ]
Mr Pepperde-ne who has givm'
Jn ]ove cfor ms

R e e,

silence, . © el ;

As. Reveille broke ¢ slill
ne:-s a Camdwn ﬂag wag slow-
ly raised m ts imlimif

'parish priest, "Rev
and Rev___R B, Em of ‘.Bay

'.[‘heﬁmﬂt locai area
] :Premler i
Louis Robiohaudmmnprg- i
mier Hugh John Flemming. - |
In their remarks, -all :paid.|

© tribute to the covrage ‘of the |

1959 fishermen and the hamras

" of their present-day tishery.

e s ke P L

“ed by funds rajsed -shontly af.

" er Willard Chiasson and broth-~ ‘ter the disaster- lor that pur-
‘ers :Adrien “amd , Robert, il | POSE

A{ter M%, wsduws uhﬂ '

4 Pepperdene for  bis help and .dren’and mothers of . vietims

’Dlaeed;-.wrea;tha at the ‘base nt‘
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UNVEILING: heufenanl-Gevemor Wallace s Ihr:!, is shown as he pul’ls a cord tnvel
ing a sculpture in fribute to the 35 fishermen who ‘lost . their “lives: in “the *Escuminac
disaster 10 years ago. The sculpture was carved by Claude’ P.oussel_of Mcncton. :
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ANNIVERSARY OF TRAGEDY: More than 2,000 persoris
aftended vesterday's ceremonies af Escuminac on the
10th anniversary of the disaster in which 35 fishermen

lost their lives. Lisutenant-Governer W. §. Bird unveiled

.the seven-foot-high limestona monument of three fisher-

man, shown in the photo at left. The work of’-CiaUdé"
Raussel, director of the depanment of visual arts of -the
University of Moncton, it is a gift of Sir Max Aitken; "
whase father, Lord Beaverbraok, made the first donatien’
to the Flshermen s Disaster Fund esiab ishec! fa Iook aﬂ&r

the.
harbour is in the hackgraunci Both Reman Cathohc and
Protestant churchmen officated at the ceremony.!
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other phota, left to righi: Most Rev.”
Archblshnp of Monr:fan, whq mvoked h

hbishop

cated ‘the - “memorial, and’ the I.r&ufenanf-{'.;overno
program included a “flight of ‘three Voodoaﬂ iefs
ln from ﬁ-:e sea uver the manument.
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1 2000 Attend

Ceremonies

Honoring Dead

By MARIANNE WIEZEL

— Gleaner Staff Writer

men lost their lives In a sudden, 70 m.p.h. hurricana that ¢ _
churned the waters of Miramichi Bay and the Gulf of St. | 2nd in English by Rev. R. Bar- lay down his life for his friends.”

- - _‘ r}-
Lawrence info a briny hell of 40-foot waves, a monu 1" Lieutenant-Governor

i brought =z personal

ment te the stark courage
of those whe survived, was

At the tiny fishing village of
Escuminac, Lieatenant-Govern-
or Wallace 8. Bird unveiled an
impressive seven-foof-high lime-
stone sculpture of three fisher-
men carrying nets. It was cary-
ed by Moncton artist Clande
Roussel.

Large Gathering

Attending was an audience of
more than 2,000, including many
of the 26 widows and 83 child-
ren left by the fishermen whe
died June 19 and 20, 1959, and
the 16 btrave men who Uved
through the hotror of that time,
performing many acts of her
oism to save their fellow fish-
ermen.

- The monument was donated
by Sir Max Aifken, son of the
late Lord Beaverbrock, who
imade thé first contribution —
$5,000 — to the New Brunswick
Fishermen’s Disaster Fund, or-

ganized immediately after the
tragedy by Michael Wardel of
Fredericton, to look after the
widows and children, Mr. War-

of those whe perished and
unveiled and dedicated.

dell was also chairman of the
fund’s executive commitiee that
organized yesterday’s memorial
tribute,

Despite a forecast of rain, the
sun shone brightly during yes-
terday's simple and dignified
ceremony. About 15¢ salmon
drifter vessels lined the har-
bour iIn the background.

Different Mood

The scene, from the distance,
may have looked like a holi-
day crowd, dressed in Sunday
best, out fo watch a gala of-
fieial opening. But the mood
was different by the monument,
where the widows, orphans and
parents of the lost 35 men were
pathered, One after another,
they began to cry as they re-
called the tragic event, when]
many of them had waifed in]
vain on that same spot for lov-'
ed oneg to refurn, One widow,
surrounded by her eight child-
ren, put her arms around the
younger ones for comforf, while

{See UNVEILING Page 2)
tContimied from Page 1} |

another, who had also lost twgi
of Her sons, clutched a white
handkerchief to her trembling
lips as the memorial service,
began. :

The ceremony was a mov-
Ing example of the harmony
that, in general, exists between
the races and religions in New
Brunswick, Both Roman Catho-
lic and Protestant clergy of
ficiated, and the language ai-
ternated between French and
Englisk.

all th

|
Band Plays ’:

' Master of ceremonies was:
{. Cyril Sippiey of Bale Ste. Anne.|

' The band ¢f CFB Chatham, un-|

“May we continze {o pausel
in future years to revere the
memory of those who lost their
lives as fishermen, and may
this memorial always keep os

der the direction of Sgt. G. A.imindful of their great bravery

+ Dunn, performed by permission
! of Col. A, J. Bauer, base com-
{ mander. A massed choir of
" about 30 young people from
' grea churches sang -- their

voices drifting out over the gent-

1y rippling water behind them, |

Most Rev. Norbert Roblchaud,
Archbishop of Moneton, opened:
the ceremony at 2 p.m. wiih thel

: fnvoeation, and the choir chant-?

: ; w Lhis £ :
ESCUMINAGC (Staff Special) — Yesterday on the 10th i ed the 23rd Psalm in French. | hishop of Fredericton,

anniversary of the Escuminac disaster, when 35 fisher- g0k of Wisdom was read

The scripturs lesson from the
in
French by Rev. B. Boudreau

Bird
message
from Queen Elizabeth II,” whao,

Jand herilage™

Unveiled

Lieufenant - Gavernor Bird
drew the cords that lified the
Maple Leaf Flag covering the
ifive-ton statue, and unveiled it
for the public.

Most Rev. A, H, 0'Neil, Arch-
in
dedicafion address, quoted Sfa.

John 15:13, “Greater love hath
no man than this, that a man

He noted that many of the.
Apostles were fishermen, *1i
suggest that our Lord may very!
‘well have called fishermen to

with Prince Philip, had broken follow Him and to serye Him

with roval precedent by per-

Queen's Message
i

Her Majesty's message read: |
“] am very glad f{o know that!
s memorial has been set up in!
Escuminac in memory of the
#ishermen who lost their lives
‘in the great storm of 1959 and
in honor of those whose eouraze
prevented [urther losses of life.

“My hushand and 1 remem-
+ber meeting members of the be-
reaved families on the whatt at
Shediac in July of that year.
We are sending our greeting io
all who are taking part in the;
unwveiling ceremony, and our|
congralulations to those whose
Imagination and generosity
made possifle the erection of
the monument. Elizabeth R."

The Weutenant-governor said
Governor-General Roland Mich-
ener had asked him fo say he
was very sorry he was unable
to attend the zathering, “He al-
&0 wishes to pay tribute fo those
men who risked their lives io
save others from that terrihie

. Storm.”

Pays Tribute

- He said he was “graleful for
the opportuniiy to pay tribute on
this solemmt oceasion to the

families and survivors of those

who were lost on fhat tragic
day, 10 years ago.

- "I would particularly like to
commend Brigadier Michael

Ibecause of certain qualities

sonally subscribing to the fund|which 2 fisherman must pes-
in 1953, lsess,” which are required in

both spiritual and daily work.
_Fishermen must have pa-
tience, said the archbishop, and
the next most important quality
is perseverance, as they must
work in all kinds of weather —
sun, calm, storm and cloud, en
:sparkling summer days and the
bitter eold of winter, and, as
the Escuminae fishermen did
10 years ago — on =z plegsant
day, which suddenly became a
bitter storm, '

Trust

YT think all fishermen are
men of faith and men of pray-
er,” he said, as Mr. Wardsi
had recorded in the Aflantic Ad-
vocate: "Lord, ere we go, io
Thee we trust our all, Thy sea
is mighty, and our boats are
small.’"

Archbizhop O'Neil paid tributa
to the great waork of Rev, L. M.
Pepperdene, reetor of Chatham.|

smew in hospital, who had gone
iwith him to the first meeting of

the disaster commiitee — July!
‘8, 1858, at Newcastle, where e
was made chairman of the wal-
fare committee, “He insists
that ofhers have helped tre-
mendously, and of course they
have.”

He expressed thanks to every
member of the committee, tie
donors, and the gemeral com-
mittee, under Mr. Wardell's

guidance, “When we speak of
generous donors, we thank God

Wardell, through whose ef- especially for Lord Beaverbrook!

forts of hoth 10 years ago and and his
dis planning for this anniver extraordinarily generoms”
sary, we are gathered here to- )
\day, and 1 am sure I speak foc [“’“rds of his text also appiy Lo

citizens of Mew Bruns- ]

son, Sir Max, whe were|

|
Archbishop ©'Neil said the
“the valiant men whe died in
fhe midst of their work,” and

‘wick in expressing our deep fo Mr, Pepperdene, “who has

gratitude for his great humani-
tarian effort, To our benefact- i
inrs. the late Lord Beaverbrook |
jand his son, Bir Max Aitken, we
lalso express owr appreciation, |

‘given of himself in love for his

{riends.”

. P
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1 L Aa-r-1 0] -3
| ~ neroism af

| Archhishop Bobichaud addres-jsurvived,

.sed the gatherifg ild F{;nch. and; Redalling the visits he had

| 8 e monu- 8 i

El:;;ﬁt.clergy bless made-to ltha area at the Ainde, I§e saldh it b;!]camsf {nrf :lnanyi s, Bebumins el wat

: . he said, “The bravery of thosej 2n unbearable ordeal of neart- o o0 oy 1o '
Jane Kingston, 18, whose| . "o 0 u i near and doariPreak and sadness. For maay, ks il “fe ¥ a monumet

tather, Windsor Kingston, lost g i 1 |lamps shone unseen throughout wa ace the sea for the

tuis life in the disaster, said thaljones in ihe disaster will everiths night as hope waned jnr|li™C8 L0 come: a reminder Llal,

“thrpugh the generous contri-|remain in my mind. th { fath 4 heotl! it takes courage to live a diffi-

putions of those who subserib- P . @ return of fatners and broth-ycult life,

Quick Action i

ed to the Escuminac Fisher- “Ten years-ago, the sea toox
T shall never forget the' Genarosﬂy

il ; the lives of humble and couz-
men’s Disaster Fund, many of
ithe dependents have received !t&hg:t()!‘flsef?w;:{ I&;‘:‘;a&s ahgll.'gﬂ 54
fthe helping hand of neighborlylquick and effective action take.t;'!l Mr. Theriault said that, “inlsrieved parents wf‘, e: :ngé
ge;ple. v SRIHEEE 4B to meet the needs of the sur-\jnat moment of sorrow and children and friends. Ten vears
ane, an arts student a ‘|vivors, The leadership of Brig-'-lhereavement‘ men and wﬁmenkdﬂes not erase the memory of

i % q f 13

adier Michael Wardell, i Us-and organizations whe had ney.j fose we love.
ing his influence and publicity|ar before heard of these villages|

0, ELCA R .J.,i\"t:b Woals 5LIHLLC‘.['EH‘E
those whose wi Uthat day in 1953 — a8 i:rokeni
as the hulks of boats returned:
:to our shores by the cruel sea.”

Courage

Premier Louis J. Robichaund,
the concluding speaker, said

Thomas Univeriit}'. Frede}:ictun,
'who hopes te be a teacher uor A ;
'social worker, said that besides ing 1 : thir;ﬁ?mi?ﬁ’?&“i l:gd:ﬂdmt]i:t:;c
lthe necessities of life, “many of| media to raise funds to meetirasponded with an unrestrained veryone of the provinee’s
lus have reeeived the benefitsithe needs of immediate and lat- | sutpouring of generous assist- P
‘ol a higher education, f‘! re&uirer;ent‘: 15 an 1}:&1‘3&‘ ance.'” He paid tribute to such
“It is this opporfunity to im |HOR O 3 RIEAL MAN WLA 8| groyps ag the
"[irnite 15-:mir uf«aﬂ: ptil‘zat retn{ains as|8reat beart, The people of this' Groge
lthe 1asting memorial of thoseiCYMmUnity will ever remember
sy lost thele Nves o0 tne/him, as indeed Mll_the"peuple
stormy waters of Miramichi of all New Brunswick. _
'Bay, just 0 years ago today.”! The monument to be unveil
ed, said Mr. Flemming, *is sym-
bolic .of the sacrifice of the vic.
tims whe were Jost in the ac-
tivily of earning a livelihood.
for their wives and famiiies,
and the heroism of the surviv.
ors who risked their lives to
save others — those who rose
to great heights of supreme
courage when facing the great
est fest — that of death itself

“Maritime vocation, Qur pr o

RCMP, R ediyinei ith i i 4
: jvincial flag with its ship re
Cross, and St. John Ambulanceialls gur seafaring heritage,

“which prevented a total break- <yt is a long and proud heri-
down of the hardy spirit of ouryzqe These shores have seen
people. As the reality of thelhe early explorers, they have
situation became more appar-|received the early setilers, taey|
ent . . . the people of this area|stil] provide the Lvelihood off
somehow found new reserves olimen, |
strengih and JmnEIi in the ngn'l “How ﬁttmg then that we’|

task of assessing their tragici., .4 Lo Fe memory of
losses, those who were claimed by the!

"Today, we are here 10 pa¥| .o hecause the sea was their:
tribute to the memories of thase Yery life. How fitiing that we!
gallant fishermen who paid the should remember their cnu:agef
cost demanded by the sea. Bubl, 4 the courage of the proud
at the same time, we MUStionne they left behind. j

| ~ Reminder

She sald it was most gratify-
ing to attend the unveiling of tie
ipermanent memorial of those
|whu did not retwrn, and noted
!that it was also a constant re-
(minder of “‘those brave men,
;still living,” who risked themw
iown lives to save s0 many on

6961 ‘07 dunp
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Lucien Chiasson, whose fath-

ier; Williard Chiasson an

d|ihe inseriptions.”

“All of these things are sym-
bolized by the monument and

not neglect a tribwte to those
left behind and who gach day
cast off their nets in defiance
of the sea’s wrath, to support

Down To The Sea

“We ecan repeat the words of
the psalmist: 'They that go
down to the sea in ships and
occupy their business on  the
great waters; These men se2
the works of the Lord, and His
wonders of the deep.' ™

Two official wreaths were
laid by widows of lost fisher-
men, Mrs. Clifford Kingston and
Mrs. Jeffrey Richard, who alsc
lost ‘two sons.

Relatives of others lost then
placed personal wreaths -at the

toeir families.”
Deep Gratitude |

The minister said that it was
with a deep and lasting grati-
tude ““that we remember fhe
efforts of those reponsible {or
.organizing the Fishermen's Dis-
‘aster Fund, and the hundreds
of persons who shared their
financial resources with those;
who had lost so mueh.

lbrothers Adrien and Robert alil By the presence of the clergy,
lost their lives, recalled the dayigovernment and Her Majesty’s
of the disaster, when, as a 10-/representative at the ceremony,
vear old child, he waited D¥|“we indicate to the young
the breakwater, and saw the!people gathered here and fo
iboats being destroyed, |posterity that we were, in the
! Speaking in.Freach, he said|year af our Lord 1968, conscious
how difficult it was for thelof the important values and
widows to carry on without{things of the spirit as we gath
their husbands, and how the|ered here in commendation.”
children missed their fathers.
Cruel Master

He paid tribuie to E;Ir.dWarglleil,

izing the fund io he gt "
ft?}rengrg:r?:iziggLord Benverbmu}l;r:_ Hon. Norbert Theriault, min- 'I_‘hmlr e “t‘?nﬂl POBFAY base of the monument. Col.
who made the first contribution’ister of health and weifare, whe ;d lf ;‘ tmf g‘::_‘n lgrima d‘i]:f-:Bauer laid a wreath on behalf
to the fund. ' lives at nearby Baie Ste, Anne,,ﬁ.ﬁi sél F]'lian;l:i] ;au’st hegsin " of CFB Chatham.
! Luclen is now studying atisaid, “Those of us who eara dm at g 'ial mentiongl A
‘Radio College of Canada in Tor-our living by the sea know only ™ i‘?:t o Tink what would) dramatic fly-past averhead of
ionto and plans to spend three l0o well how cruel a master it h.% 1; ﬂd‘u‘km e ot three Voodoo jeis from No. 416
'more years in university, study- can be. From the placid tran- ‘u“e &é’p:‘“ N E" n uoi| dll-weather  fighter squadron,
\ing electrical engineering, He quillity of a millpond, our amp-|! ".i?‘t‘;‘; ﬁam} mtso “i ethasn CFB Chatham, The pilots were
wants to come back fo N e w cient antagonist can become alPUVAlec exoOTLs LaLY3 ®| Maj. M. P. Green, Lt. A L

Bronswick. raging monster within the space funds. The generosity of those! agor)"yng 1y, D. 5. Wilson.

of hours, or sometimes m in-|0volved in the fishing Industoyi ngvigaiors were Maj. J. EJ
utes.

hould not go unmentioned, be- M P andi

Hiness b 5 i 'vicr.| HOUghton, Lt G. M. Power and|
“Those of us who were herejsaise eIl iﬁg:::g?:‘biﬁ‘:i!QCapL M. E, Copeland. Closing:

. He thanked Mr. Pepperdene:the night of July 19, only 103 o v

for his help, and said he wasiyears ago, still have en

Following this, there was a!

| prayers and benediction were|

. graved 3 : ie stooq delivered by Archbishop Robi-|
sorry illness had prevented him in our memories the terrihla mil!beﬁ]:r:a;ﬁgm::é;:rﬂ?oﬂ : st%u"-l 'chaud,

|
|
;

[from attending the cerelmﬂny-ltaken by the sea from among
iLucien said he hoped Mr. Pep-iour friends and relatives.

iperdene wouid continue to head

ﬁbrave fishermen of the area,i
"I hope that each of us, in his|

“Wa can never forget the il-|pwn way, will beg silently of|

‘the welfare committee for many personal greyness of the sea 4s Vi lsgiue il e
\years to come, so that noi onlyli wiglgeq the hodies of loved spared from ever again living,
jhe, but the younger children.onds who had gone out in their through such a tragedy.”

iwould bave an opportunity iorlhuat.; only hours before with ;

la good education, hope in their hearts of return-
Hon., Hugh John Flemmmg._hfg with good catches,” said

MP for Carleton-Charlotte, whol e Theriault,

was premier of New Brunswick’

at the time of the disaster, and

:chairman of the fund, sald he

‘was pleased to attend the uni-

fnue ceremony honoring thoese

who died and recognizing thel
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Rt Dk anids tﬁé band :then
;played 0 Canada. and God Save
‘the Queeu, -which “was sung in

ermen who qut {thelr Tive They

et = .

gar. Dalgle Charles* Gaumn, s
thur Kelly, Hector e,]l . Hugh
Keily E:!z.ﬂ‘ord “Kinaston, W

both French and - ngllsh by the
audience. '
Following "the 5r
fleet of ‘salmon drifters ‘in the
-harbor put out to fea, ‘A din-
jner was held later at the Ba:e
Ste, Anne I-Ilgh Schoul.
Yesterday was-a “full hoti-
day for school ‘children in- the
farea. Qutside visitors' started to
come into the small commuml.‘f
about ‘30 miles east’ of Chat-

1 p.m., the highway was jan.:
med w1th speetators Scarlat

for . Lieutenant-Governor  Bird.

Amoug those attending:. the
ceremony were Education Min-
ister W, W.' Meldrum, Natiral| |
Resources Minister W, R, Duf-
fie, Opposition Leader Richard
Hatfield, Clarence Menzles,

IMLA- fnr Northumberland ‘Leo-
‘nide.. Cyt, -MLA :for. - Moncton,

Msgr. D. C. Duffle, presnient
of : St. - Thomas Umversiir, “and
K, C..Irving-and. his “sons, Ar-
thur and Jack UE Saint .Johm.

Names Of Vlciims

]
; ;Tha 5 \monument has nn

front a plague naming the ﬁsh
: -~ 1 b o ATRIE 2

ham, in the morning, and by}

50r, Klngston Alfred M&Lénagh-
an, Geurge McLeod ‘Amon-Man-
aI Wm. G. Manuel Alonzu
Martm Andre Martin,: Remi
Martin, Allan Mills,  Andrew °J
Mills, Genffrey Rmhard Jean' |
Louis Richard, Lionel Richard
Raphael - Rab:cilaud Vittnr :
Robichaud, Léo’ Roy,” ‘Harold
Taylor, Cunard Wilhstun, “Eris .
Willisten, Haley Williston, ,_.a
Haynes Wllllstnn Dswald Wl.i
Estun '

Al:ts Of Bljavery

coated RCMP directed “traffic 4 'second bronze tablet Temﬂls 5
and provided .an honor guard|the names of sixteen who sur- -

vived and who were reeogmzed
for “acts of ‘bravery saving .
the lives of others: : i
“ Picrre- Dou-om Alpimnsa Dml 4
cet, Alvin Durelle, Bernard Jen- |
kink,: Cynl Jenkms. {Chiorin
.I:mmo Leslie” Lewis,’ "-Thomas -
Lewis; ‘Brian Lloyd, Roy Lluyﬂ
A.qulla ‘Manuel, Edmond Mar- !
tin, Hilarion Martin ‘Jack Pres- ; |
i.on Robert '-Searle Thénﬁora
Wllh-stﬂﬂ - I _:i
- Also on the base n! the mnnu- _.-;'

| ment is a plague notmg that
- |Lord Beaverbrook: ‘was the first

subscriber 'to the fund .in | 1959, bk
W and his message ‘at that time
“In “this ‘disaster. without ‘par:
allel -in. the ; Miramichi B a
that holds for me my life — o -~
the. bereayed,’. my . sorrow .for
the 16ss.-of so many spler(dld
lives, and my ;admiration . for i’
‘those who ‘faced the dangers’ of &
the siorm and sunrwed Wi
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Une tempéte imprévue s ‘"abat

sur le détroit de Northumberland:
35 pecheurs dlspurmssenl a

Hier, dix ans plus tard, le lieutenant- gouverneur
 dédie -une-statiie 3" la -mémoire: des disparus et
| au courage des survivants face 3 I3 Miramichi

- — nos informations en pages 2 et 3
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o teaux?.

C’était le 19 juin 1959
En 36 heures disparaissait la flotte d’Escuminac, sous
des vagues de 40 pieds

La mer . . . Imprévisible,
toujours égale & elleméme,
Sans cesse recommencée, pour
le podte, source  de ﬂe, et
source ce mort.  —

Li mer a' dss -caprices. Ce
19 -juin 1859, elle se sentalt
capricieuse, 11 fsisa:t gris, le
vent soufflait, ce que ‘les ma-
rins appellent “‘une
brisa”, et ce n'est pas rien.

“ Les pécheu.rs de saumon
gortent du. port -d’Escuminac.

Une cinquantaine de bateaux,
équipés de moteurs de voiture

boulonnés A-la coque, dépour-
vus de radio, qui s'en vont
mouiller leurs ﬁlat.s et se lais-

sent dériver # une vingtaine
-de ‘milles de la cote. Les ba-
‘On:les - eonnait - bhien -

le Jong des-cotes du détroit .

- de Northumberlaiid. Ils ont !a
proue

relevée, -effilée, -

jolie:

poupe basse sur TVeau. lls ﬁen-'.

nent’ la .mer,;
‘vagues.'

Quelquas uns Sont
équipés”

de” postzs codverts,

mais - bemneup ;n'en -ont pas;
: APpUyer
v leur - mute_ur ont hissé ‘des "

Quelques-uny;

e

voiles.

Les pi'éﬁmons de’ la ‘météa

ne’ disent rien d'éxtraordinai-
re. Des ‘vents ds 25 milles &

1’huurs saut au pmgrmme A

coupent Tles -

e R e

10 h. cela change: tempéte,

vents' de 35 milles du nord-
est, passant au . nord-ouest A
Paube, tournant encore en fin
de journée, le . lendemain,
pour se stabiliser &l.ld-{!'LIEBL 25
milles.

Les vents qui devaient ve-
nir se prepara.lent 4 souffler
fort: 70 milles a I'neure, avant

le Jnur Les bateaux commen--

- eent & danser,; i sauter d¢ cré-
te de vague en créfe.de va-
gue. Des patrons d'embarca-

vait pas en perdre

D'autres fcoupen.t les flhns
‘~de leurs’ filets et Prennent Ia

minac. Touk n’y arrweront pas.
L'entrée du havre est s*gna-

lée par-un. feu tourn: 4 et .
uné vilaine: cloche, mcnte..s sur"_:
des tourelleaux de poutrelle at

Iextrémité des musoirs,

feu, on me peut 'pas toujours
Vaperceyoir. Aprés coup, des
“pécheurs expliqueront.
tous leurs” appels ‘sort restés
sans réponse lursqu'ils ont’ de-

\.Q‘& ]

mandé qu'ch remplace ces si-
gnaux par.une siréne puissan-
te. Ils sont toujours 13, dail.
leurs. .

. Des bateaux n'ont pas pu
attemdre les brise-lames et ont
été écrasés sur ‘les rochers.
Des cadnvres,sont re]etea sur
la cote, avec le bmg d'épave,

"les débris divers.

~leurs

tion se cramponnent, gardant sont })18111&8 d’efw Des ‘hom-

' leurs filets comme ‘antres flot- .
tantes, mettant 3-la cape en’
attendant que la tqmpete per--*
de de la force ~—-elle ne de-

“Alvin’.

En mer, des hommes se sur-
passent, des’ ’hommes sauvent
leurs camarades, méme  &i
prepres I embarcations

mes comme! Leslie Lewis, Hi-

“lation Martin, Aguila Manuel,

Chlorin J1mmo, Pierre Dmmn,
urelle, A]phot:qe Dou

~cet et bien d'autres -

a ' fuite vers le purt, vers Escu-_.‘_""
".trer,  gagner:l'abri ' des brise-

On retrouvera des hai,eaux
écrasés,” leurs hommes liés
au mat, & 1a coque, noyés on
verra  sussl “deés navires ren-

lames, avec des survlvants, re-
péchés au- prix de qne!quei’ols

Aun bateau, ‘d'une vie.

:Des.hommes comme Gérard 3
La’ .Bonenfant ‘dit* Red Goodchild,
cloche, on ne Ventehd pas.'Le

gui, “repéché par Thomas- Le.

wis, a commencé aussitdt re- -
venu & terre A aider les sauve-’
teurs -4 .rechercher des -cada-
“vres, & fl.h-e tout. ce qu i1 pou- -
* yait. ’
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Les vagues, d’aprés les res

capés, atteignalent 30 pleds,
40 pieds 50 pieds de haut. Des
bateaux ont trouvé refuge fout
le long de la baie de la Mira-
michi, certains sont "ailés &
Baie-Du-Vin, d'autres & 11lle-
aux-Reuards, a la recherche
d’'un abri.

La plupart des hommes qm :

t

ont sauvé leurs collégues n'ont |

jamais rien recu en échange,
malgré les -citations, malgré

“les recommandations,

Personne ne sau.ra jamais
poutqum ey
la reme en-._tol.u'née offi-

cielle au Canada, les journaux

du monde entier, et peut-étre
plus pdrticuliérement ceux de
Lord Beaverbrook, celui de

. son fils, le Daily Express de

Lnndres ont - consacré leurs

) muncthtes aux disparus ﬂa la ¢
¥ B‘.[irammhl, ¥ !
Mais le m-:.ment étalt venu

de dénombrer les morts,~ de

. fouiller les plages et les ré.

cifs, de compter les absents,

‘avec un dernier espoir,’ ancré
" désespérément, de voir un ba

teau mal en peint apparaitre
derriere I'Tle-aux - Renards,
derriére -I'lla de Baie.-Du-Vin,

derriére I'Ile-aux-Oeufs. Espoir

trnp souvent décu...
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. tlers sont venus de Caraguet, -

Péches,
‘canddienne prennent part if x

Alers commence la tiche
macabre: fouiller les épaves
qui sont rejetées A la . cite,

‘arpenter les gréves, a la re-
. cherche . des corps,

draguer
certains endroits, Des chaly-

des vedettes du ministére des
de la Gendarmerie

recherches. Entre certains
des -chalutiers, des filets ont
été tendus, que les bateaux
remorquent, dans 1'espoir

- d'acerocher un cotps. un filet

_ epmre‘

demrmt entre deux eaux, une

{ ecorps pendant trois mois. Le

Bt i

26 juillet, on retrouve le oa-
davre de Robert Chiasson, 18

rans, I! ét,a_lt le fils de William
‘Chl '

- de Bam-Sninte-

T

' ‘s'atlonge. Le ‘corps d'un frére
. de Robert Chiasson Adrien,

- avait été découvert auparavant .

+ .deux plaques de bronze hono- )
- rent les morts et les héros.”
' Trentelcing noms de morts;

le . Chiasson, et trois

Seuls . quatre €OTps ne se-
ront pas retrouvés,

La liste est t.ristement Ton-
gue. Des familles ont souffert.

plus que d'aufres: dans la fa-
mille Chiasson, cing pécheurs
ont disparu. Deux fréres, Wil-
liam et Albert, fils de Camil-
petits-
fils: Robert, Adrien ef . Al
phonse. 14 enfants restent
sans  péres, da.n.s cette seule

-fa,mllle

Sur le soc:le du munument,

JOHN CHAPMAN
ADRIEN CHIASSON
ALBERT CHIASSON

ALPHONSE CHIASSON .

On zjecupéreras des

ul “avait " également
'.d:s;hm L4 liste ‘des-disparus

On comipie les disparus

ROBERT CHIASSON
WILLIAM CHIASSON _
FRASER COOK
EDGAR™ DAIGLE
CHAFRLES GAUVIN
ARTHUR KELLY
HECTOR KELLY
_ HUGH KELLY
CLIFFORD KINGSTON
WINDSOR KINGSTON
ALFRED McLENAGHAN
GEORGE McLEOD
+ AMON MANUEL
WILLIAM G. MANUEL
ALONZO MARTIN
ANDRE MARTIN
* REMI MARTIN
ALLAN MILLS
ANDREW MILLS
t ~ GEOFFREY RICHARD
" JEAN-LOUIS RICHARD
UQNEL RICHAII.D‘
MP@EL 'ROBICHAUD
_VICTOR RORICHAUD
=" LEO ROY
HAROLD TAYLOR
CUNARD “E[LLISTOIN
ERIC W:LLISTON )
HALEY  WILLISTON
HAYNES WILLISTON
.. 0SWALD WILLISTON
Une seconde plaque porte
les poms de seize  pécheurs
‘qui se sont distingués pendant
la tempéte, sauvant leurs amis,

'leui's'qollégues, exposant leurs .

vies et leurs bateaux. Ces
seize pécheurs vivent encnre.
*Voiei leurs noms:
PIERRE DOIRGN
- ALPHONSE DOUCET
ALVIN DURELLE
BERNARD JENKINS
_CYRIL JENEINS
CHLORIN JIMMO
LESLIE LEWIS
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THOMAS LEWIS
BRIAN LLOYD
ROY LLOYD
AQUILA MANUEL
EDMOND MARTIN
HILARION MARTIN
JACK PRESTON
. ROBERT SEARLE
THEODORE WILLISTON
Dés e d:manqhe, Bale
Sainte-Anne ereusait des fosses
dans son cimetlére. Les ba-
teaux disponibles partaient, &
la recherche des disparus, des

survivants. .

Avant de partir, les Db
cheurs s'arrétaient & 1'église

_“B,000 curieux avaient en'v.ahi

la région, les familles éprou-
vées, ﬁ;pé;ant encore, Se. ré-

. unigsaient sur le qual. .
e R ‘retrouvalf:‘*des cOrps 5"'

Rmmhmctou, 813 milles plus
au sud. d

‘Et la p]upart des bateaux
n ‘étaient pas assutés: on n'en
pérdait pas souvent. Chaque

navire avait colté de 2,000

a 2,500 dollars, thague filet &
saumon valait au moms 1,500
dellars. Arnpy oo

Yvon Durelle; échappé pa_r
miracle—il &tait sorti, puis

rentre 3 Escuminac, rappelant.'

ses 'irois autres bateauk—
lance un appel le lundi, pour

demander qu'on side les pé-
cheurs, -

Yvon Durelle est venu Y
nos bureaux la semaine der-
niére, Il se souvient encore
de -ces journées tragigues. Tl
nous & déclaré qu'il serait
sans doute pire gue mieux de
réveiller les souvenirs: il ya
des hlessures qui mettent un

certain temps & se ciealriser..

[
(9]
~




3 5 " 2 T . L l ‘ll :
Charles Bonenfant avait été porté disparu. .  dans un bateau plein d'eau ¢t de débris, &
On avait retrouvé son bateau et ses filles.  la recherche d’un corps que les filets restés
Mais un autre bateau 'a ramené, sain et & bord-auraient pu retenir,
sauf, Le dimanche, il travaillait. Le voici i '

ours qui ont suivi la tragédie, des bulldozers  débris de batcaux, des objets qii. avaient appartenu aux
on 2 Jes chercheurs a fouiller les épaves accumulées sur  disparus ont été retrouvds, mais pas de corps. La mer mi
les rives de'la Baic de la Miramichi par la tempéte. Des rend pas ses morts, ; P l53




 La vie confinue

" 63, et les veuves sont 20 Elles:

" de voitures particuliéres. Des

POINTE-DU-CHENE, le 29
Juillet: au large, le yacht ro-
yal, le "Britannia”, et quatra
destroyers de la marine cana-
dienne. Sur le quai, des fem-
mes vétues de noir, des enfants
de tous les Apes.

Ce sont les veuves et les or-
phelins des pécheurs disparus
le mois précédent au large
d'Escuminac, dans la Baie de
la Miramichi.

Voici la reine, accompagnée
du prince Philip, du maire de
Shédiac, M. Joe LeBlane. Elle
g'arréte, parle aux méres, aux
enfants. Des enfants, il ¥ en a

sont venues & bord d'autobus,

infirmiéres les accompagnent,
pour s'occuper des enfants,

pour voir que personne ne

manque de rien.

Les badauds sont venus ha-
billéz pour la plage, tranqguille-

ment, pour voir la reine, pas-

pour les wveuves. La détresse
de ces B3 personnes leur est
indifférente.
lip, qui est un marin sccom-

* pH, d;scutt avec les pl’.'cheurs

se renseigne, Lui- comprend.

“Hapua&é]aguem&hurd

" veuves,

d'un bateau,
En tout, iy’ avait vingtsix

L

& Escuminae,

Le  prince Phi-.

quatre-vingt-trois or-’

pheling, Les enfants qui sont
la, sur ce gual de Pointe-du-
Chéne, sont habillés pour la
circonstance, et ce sont fou-
Jours des enfants.

A eet Age-la, il y a des cho-
ses dont la réalité ne s'impose
pas brutalement.

Plys tard, la vie reprendra
son cours ‘& Baie-Sainte-Anne,
Escuminae,
Ames. Bale

maintenant: 289

' Sainte-Anme en compte 1,930

Du petit port d"Escuminac, des
bateaux sortent -encore, cha-.

que printemps, & la poursuite -

~du saumon, qulils attendent
en dérivant. lentemenf. D’au-

tres péchént le homard, d'au-

-tres encores ne, sortent plus et
gisent sur les plages comumne
des cadavres:
puis 10 ans.

ils sont 1& de-’

week-end. Des hommes comme
Anthime Manuel, qui espére

que ses fils ne seront pas pé-

A Ventrée des musoirs, c'est

toujours la méme chose: une
cloche rounillée, un feu tour-
nant,

« Prég du quai, daris les_bar—
ques qui sont rentrées, dans
«celles qui ne sont pas sorties,

fdes hommes, des enfants tra- -

vaijllent. C’est un moteur 4 ré-
gler, 4 vidanger, Cest un ré-
servoir & remplir, des fonds
4 pomper. Un batesu & netto-

yer, 4 couvrir en prévision du

Yvon Durelle: il avait qua-
' tre bateaux & Escuminac le
jour du désastre Par hasard,
il est entré a trmps

cheurs.
les problémes qu'avaient leurs

- ieaux rentrent,

Pes ﬁbim'f_les qui ont .

amis, leurs voisins le 19 juin
1959: les prix dy homard, les
prix du saumon, les agrés, le
résultat des jours et des nuits
passées en rher, & la dérive,

Le Hls d4’Anthime Manuel
vous le dira: il s'appelle Fran-

cis, il est en cinguiéme année.

L’école, ga marche, mais la
mer est 1a. Tl ne sait pas ee
qu'il fera, plus tard. Et son
pere intervient: mon, pas la
péche. 11 ira 3 1'école.'I! fini-
ra ses études. Il quittera la
mer.

Chague dimanche, les clo-
ches appellent. Prés de 1'égli-
se de Baie-Sainte-Annme, 4 Es-
cuminac, 4 Baie-du-Vin, des
tombes sont 1a, toutes simples.
‘IL.es fidéles passent prés d'el-
es.

Les cloches avaient sonné le
glas dans toute la région, en

15859.

Les bateaux sortent, lee ba-
la vie con-
tinue, a la dérive, et parce que
les enfants des disparus ont pu
aller a l'école, vivre comme
tous les enfants malgré l'ab-

- sence du pére, paree que 440.-

000 dollars ont aidé loz survi-

.vants & continuer & vivre, pore

cuminac, Baie-Sainte-Anne vi-
vent encore. Cinquante familles

L

d'un ciié, cing cent de 1autre.”
1a vie est toujours la.

Il aurait fallu dex radios, des
radars sur les navires, mais
qui en avait les moyens? Il au- -
rait fallu une siréne puissante’
sur le brise-lame d'Esgcuminac.
Il aurait fallu... La liste est
trop longue. :

Des enfants continuent 4 nai-
tre, le saumon court, il re.
monte la Miramichi, vers les
colng isclés og il est né, ot il
mourra.- 11 ¥ & encore des ho-.
mards dans la baie de la Mi-
ramichi.

Et il ¥ aura longtemps en-
core des bateaux & Escumi-
nac, pour repartir, se laisser
dériver dans le détroit, et re-
venir, & la griee de:Dieu, les’
filets pleins, Pour gque les en-
fants puissent aller encore &
1'école et quitter la mer, la
péche, .

Dans son bateau, au pied du
quai - d’Escurnidac, Anthime
Manuel allume une cigarette

ct, nhservant le couchant, re- ,

niflant le vent entre deux houf-
fées de {abac, se préparera i,
‘repartir, 4 dériver, repaftr,
dériver.

Pour que - Francis, pour que
les autres enfants aillent 4 1'é.

cole et puissent quitter la mor.
8i le saumon se vend bien...

65T
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== d'un sport & Faulre m

Von Durelle: ses souvenits et ses craintes

A chaque mois de juin, Yvon
Durelle se scuvient des moments
tristes et heureux qu'il a vécus ay
cours de ¢t mois. Alnsi hier,
Yvon, un grand  sentimental,
vevivialt: la  tragédie qui_a
frappé son village patal, Base-Ste-
Anne, fe 19 juin 1959, I n"aime
pas 3 en parler, et regrette pres-
que la cérémanie qui s'est di-
roulée hier 3 Fscuminac, 11 pré-
tend que eeh & vappelé trop de
Mauvais souvenirs aux familles de
pécheurs qui ont perdu des pa-
tents lors de cebte éffroyable
tempele. “Je serai I3 le 19, mais
je naurai pas Thumeyr i rire’
nous confiait-il lundi soir dernier,

ar conlre ce mots de juin,
tui rappelle aussi les plus gloriews
méments de sa carritre de box.
eur. Déja champion mi-lourd du
Canads et de 'Empire Britanni-
que, Yvon, devsit dabord ren-
contrer Tony Anthonv & Déreajt
le 14 jun 1957 avant d'aveir la

e

chance de devenir champion mon-
dial des mi-lourds en boxant con-
tre le titulaire dalors Archie

s .

Son combat contre Anthony,
il ne I'a pas gagné, mais le verdict
dun match nul rendu par les
juges, était peutdtre la plus
grande erreur diy monde pugilis-
tique. Au dire_des experts pré-
sents au combat, Durelle 1'aurait
pagné haut la main, Un pes décu
de ceite décision, Yvon et son
gérant Chris Shaban de Monctaon,
ont pris |'avion dis le samedi, 15
iuin pour revenir aux Maritimes.
Mois c'est alors que son désap-

-paintement a pris fin. Moncton

avait pensé a celui qui venait de
faire honneur ay Nouveau-Bruns-
wick ef au Canada, of Caston
Pépin, rédacteur sportif 3 L'Evan-
gdline en collaboration avee Je
club ‘Beaueéjour, avan wréparé
une récention monstie aui devait

debuter & 'aérogare de Lakeburn

et R

et 52 terminer au Beause[duf

Les journaux de |'épaque
nous rappottent que plus de 3,000
personnes attendaient Durelle i

* l'aérogare, que 1,800 voitures ont

participé 3 la parade el gu'au
moins 20,000 supparteurs et amis
venanl d'un peu partout au Nou-
veau-Brunswick, étaient massés fe
long du parcours.

On 2 méme fait remarquer
que la visite de la Reine Elpabeth
en 1951 n'avait pas suscité I'in-
térét du public au méme point
que le retour du champion hoxeur
acadien.

Yvon qui ne détestait pas la
vilesse et possédait loujours des
voitures de grandes classes, a éls
vichimes de plusieurs sccidents
dont la pluspart oot ew lieis en
Juin,

Et Imdi deraler, une ders
nizre malchance lui est arrivée!
Des farceurs de mauvais gofit on
des collectionneurs de souvenirs,

gl

lui ont dérohé som paigneire blane,
seule velique qu'il avait conservée
de ses jours de gloire! J'espére
quil s'agissait dune farce ot
quYvon le récupéreral
Maiztenant luttenr
Durelle fait maintenant de fa
lutte, Est-ce qu'il préfire cela §
la boxe? Jamais d’: [a vie, mais
comme il nous 'expliguait 71 peut
de nouveau étre enfourd des
cibles d'une artne et se servir
de sa lorce. Ses adversaives e
respectent car ils savent que si

Yvon commence 3 se servir de

ses poings, le combat sera courtl
Si les médecms le lui permeltatent
Durelle tenlerait un retour i la
boxe, mais il n'en est plus ques-
tion, et il doit se contenter d'une
arene de Jutte!
Ses eraintes

Ce colosse, qui ne craint pas
un homme, quelque soit sa force
o son poids, admet candidement
qu'il phe devanl sen épouse Thé-

R i4p

vize| I o conbance en son jupe-
. ment et ]orsm'é'le J!tth. il
“passe par Ja"! ! :
Cmrez—le oy pon, Y\Wﬂ a
l:rcur des fantdmes el cles pigitres]
|

ne peut .entrer seul dans une
maison inhabitée, doit étre accom-
pagné sur la rue des que la noir-
ceur survient, méme si ce nést
que par un enfant de & msl. "Je
creverais du coup i je voyais un
“ghost™ nous confiait-il. De plus
le médecin qui lui fera une injec-
tion n'est pas venu au monde! f¥
“Pas de migiire pour moi. Des 3
pilules OK. mais rien d'autres!”

Un conseil: ne vous avisez £

pas i luj faiee peur le 30Mr, car il
reagil terriblement vite el volre
miéchoire pourrait en souffrir!

En terminant je souhalte
tout le succds 3 Yvon dJans sa
noyvelle carriere de lutteur, et [
qu'il oublie les mois-de juin et les |
fantémes! d

Pierre Roy
ERIRRE R

oLy !‘. '-r‘mql
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| A Baie-Ste-Anné, Mg Norbert Robichitid

trouvés: il en manquait encore 24. .

service-funcbre de trois des victimes, tandi

cherches se poursuivaient dans la baie. Des chalutiers

sont venus de Caraguet, de Shippagan, le ministére des

‘Péches a envoyé ses vedettes, comme la Gendarmerie ca-
_ padienne, des avions de YARC ont pris part aux recher-

ches. Entre les chalutiers, on avait tendu des filets pour

essayer de retrouver les corps des disparus. Chaque égli-’
se enferrait ses morts, I'archidioctse tout entier était en -

deuil. Lé mardi 23 juin, seuls 11 cadavres avalent éte re-

June 20, 1969
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“Escuminac: le monument 2 la meémoire

Escuminac: 10 'ans aprés la’
~fragédie maritime qui enleva
39 vies courageuses & une po-
pulation déja pauvre en res-
sources, un monument a été
élevé a4 1a mémaire de ces
_ pécheurs, '

Le 19 juin 1969, le soleil
brillait malgré un ciel nua-
geux sur le quai d'Escuminac,
ce qui aura eu pour effet d'a-

* doucir I'amertume causée par
un souvenir qui ne s'eteindra
. Jjamais,

Plus de 2000 personpes ras
semblées a4 l'entrée du quai,

encombrée par les nobles voi-
. tures ‘des. dignitaires, ont as-
" sisté au dévoilement, & la dé-.
« dication et & la' bénédiction qu

munume«:zt LU X, pécheu:rs,
oeuvre de’ Clande Roussel.
Jme ngstesn. ﬁlle de

'Wmdsar ngston m;t.:rne ‘du.,
- désastre” ‘ot Lucien ' ‘Chiasson,
fils:, ;de, William Ciﬁmon ét
frére’ de ‘Adrien- et-ffRobm
Chlasson. également décédés
i ree 19 juin 1059, ont briéve-
me:;t.-pt;s la parole devant'_]es

[

CE ™ S T SRS S, S S

291;'}-"

au bord. d’une route ' étroile.

invités, leurs parents ef amis.
Etudiants i Toronto et &
 Frédéricton, ces deux jeunes

gens' ont rendu hommage a la:

mémoire de leurs parents dis-
parus et remercié leurs bien-
faiteurs.

Dévoilé par M. Wallace
Bird, lieutenant-gouverneur du
Nouveau-Brunswick, dédié, par
le reverend A.H. O'Neil, ar-
chevéque de Frédéricton et
béni par Mpgr Norbert ‘Robi-
chaud, archevéque de Mone-
ton, le monument gigantesque
a plus aux gens simples com-
me: aux plus fortunes, “C'est
* bien beau, c'est presque trop
beait. Npus sommes heureux
aujourd’hul,” & souligné un
pécheur..

Ce pécheur en quesuan,
sympalhiqﬂe et ému, n'a ja-
mais ‘oublié ses amis disparus

en mer, Ce juurla, il avait .
adecldé .de. ne pas. aller tra:.
4 Vaillér. Cette tleelsmn, siire-,

“ment pénible i prehdre, l’a

hmﬂxée.

1

)

i rappel

entrd | l‘anc:enaet e ‘nouvea

monde Comblen\ de,viei atﬂ: de tm:t temps. les’ \rlllnge.s de

e’ la mer st “pour
_mus le* trait:d'umis ﬂsentlel

fallu sacnﬁer i la mer pour
que nolre pays prenne souche
sur nos cotes.”

L)

Faisant allusion aux 35 pé-
cheurs . noyés, M. Robichaud
a déclaré: “Leur vie quilétait
humble, leur dur métier, sont
un vivant' symbole pour tous
ceux  qu'ils ~ aimaient; leurs
parents, leurs femmes, leurs
enfants, leurs amis.™

‘“Puisse ce monument nous
rappeler,, & chacun d'entre
nous, la grandeur de la vie
de pécheur, leur courage et
leur force. Puisse. ce -monu-

-ment nous rappeler. l'unpm'- f

-ance de nos traditions mari-

, limes car, face & l'océan .infi-

ni, nous eontinuons d'étre par’

le courage quotidien de ceux .

qui aifrunh;nt 1a mer, le trait-
d'union entre l'ancien . et le
nouveay monde g :

Le, mlmstre da la Ssnte et:
du’ Bien-8tre, M.. Norbert Thé-
riault, de Baie 'Sainte-Anne’ a,

:de, son coté, Tendu hornmage
| ~Laux hommes;‘femes Jel orga-

"Le premler muustre Iama
,.‘[ Ro'l?lchaud B poux ‘da part,

nismes  qui’ ont :didé sl gené-l

% reu.sement les famllles aiﬂl-

géu.

"Lb_ mu;aga du :pécheur esi:
Iégenda.lre. ;I}epuls le” d‘ébut

tp "

i —

pécheurs  connaissent autant
de’ fristesse gue de joie.

Que de victimes renferment
cette mer & la fois généreuse
et tyrannique. Le métier est
dur. C'est un métier d'hom-
mes courageux. Il faut nour-
rir Ja famille, mais aussi le
monde. Les survivants nous
parlent de leurs efforts déses.
perés contre les vagues géan-
tes qui déferlaient contre ceg
petits navires en bois,

“Leur vie ne comptait plus.
I fallait sauver un pére, un
frére, un compagnon, un in-

conmy; Nous revoyons ce cou-

rage au \nllage Cn pleurera
la perte d'un pére, d'un frére,
mais la vie reprendra. I1 rau-
dra. Il faudra encore pécher.
C’est Fhomme sux prises avec
la nature, =i généreuse, si

crueIle 2

En effet, l1a vle reprendra
‘Elle a

iz, De chaudes lar-
mesg ont sillonné les, mﬂ d&l" i

de 35 pecheurs dévoilé et béni hier

mares, des tiltes, des fils, hier
A4 Tscuminac. Mais le soleil
et la résignation les ont rapi-
dement séchées. Le courage
forme les individus.

Le coGt du monument a été
défrayé par Sir Max Aitken,
président de la Fondation Lord
Beaverbrock. Un hommage
spécial a été rendu au briga-
dier Michael Wardell, é&diteur”
du Daily Gleaner, de Fréda-
rieton, qui'a lancé une sous-
cription afin de venir en aide
aux familles des pécheurs dis-
parus et qui administre le
fonde depuis 10 ans,

. M. Hugh John Fleming, pre-
‘mier ministre ' du. Nouveau-
“Brunswick en 1959, &tait égale-
Inent de la cérémonie. Sa vi-
‘isite & Eseuminac fut grande-
ment appréciée. « De nom-
breuses . personnalités du mon-
* de politique et industriel ¥ par-
ticipalent aussl, entre autres
M. Richard Hatfield et la {a.-
mille Irvmg.z i : '

d
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I 19 juillet 1939. De gauche a droiie: Do-

. Ces enfants ont fait plus pour le fonds de

secours aux pécheurs sinistrés que tous

les articles de journaux, surtout la pefite

~ Jane. Le phu.tographc de IL'Evangéline

les & surpris & Mancton, ot ils passaient,

i

June 20, 1969

rothy, six ans, Joey, huit ans, Nancy, trois
ans, Stephen, un anm, Judy, deux ans,
Donna, quatre ans, James, neuf ans, et
Jane, huit ans, Ils entourent leur mere,
Mme Winston Kingston, dEscuminac,
dont le mari avait disparu au cours de la

tempéte,
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A story of supreme courage
during dire disaster and
destruction that occurre

— see page 24

Escuminac Harbour, New/Brunswick,
base for the fishing fleet ‘
of the Miramicli Bay.




~ HEROES OF MIRAMICHI BAY

a tribute to the dead—and to the living

By MICHAEL WARDELL

The aftermatl of the stornr in which thirry-five New Brunswick fishermen perisived.

IRAMICHI Bay I8 part of the sea
and, like its parent, it has its
moods. It was moody that fate-
ful day in June a decade ago. The date
was June 19, 1939,
The bay had a cold and grey look. As
fishermen would say, thers was a “stiff
breeze of wind™ blowing in from the sea.
t is possible that some of the older ones
felt concern as they looked at the sea and
the sk but, if they had qualms, they didn’s
show it. It is possible, too, as they set out
in their salmon drifi-net boats they may
have murmured the prayer uttered by
fishermen in diverse tongues for hundreds
of years:

Lord, ere we go, to Thee we frust
vr afl.

Thy sea iz mighty, and our boais
are smail.

If there had been forebodings among
the salmon drifter fishermen, they were
soon forgotten as the fleet reached the
fishing wrounds and the nets were sei 10
catch the elusive Atlantic salmon as they
came in from the Atluntic wastes to seek
the streams in the vast Miramichi River
system where they were born. They must
return to those siame streums to reproduce
their kind.

The ATLANTIC ADVOCATE

The white boats, many of them aof the
Cape Island type with high prows and
low sterns, fanned out to sea from Escu-
minac Harbour like a flight of gulls from
notth to east. In terms of equipment they
had little. Most of them were powersd by
automobile engines secured by bolts te
the bottom of the open-decked craft. Few
had radios aboard.

Orne of the boats with a battery radio
was the drifter Sharon Lioyd manned by
Roy Llovd, his thirteen-year-old son
Brian and crewmen Leslie Lewis and
Chiorin Jimmo. The Sharon Lleyd was
the largest, forty-eight-feet-six-inches
jong, of the fifty-four Escuminac boats
drifting for salmon that afternoon, Those
with radios heard the four o'clock marine
forecast from the Dominion Public
Weather Office in Halifax. "Light winds
tonight, tomorrow northeast 25 Roy
Lloyd heard the forecast. It was reassur-
ing. Gale warnings were to come later,
but few fishermen were to hear them.

After supper. early in the evening, Roy
Liovd scented a change in the weather.
The breeze was stiffening. He was well
out into the broader waters of the Gull

«of St. Lawrence before he set his net. He

switched on his radio to hear the 10
o'clock weather builetin. 1t was “North-
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east gales 33, shifting about dawn 1o
northwest 33, and diminishing in after-
noon to southwest winds 25.7

A far cail, this, from the 70-mile-an-
hour hurricane that was to churn the
Gulf water and the Bay of Miramichi like
a witch's cauldron before morning and
beat up the waves to thirty and forty feet
in clouds of fog and spray.

All through the night the wind increased
as the waves smashed against the sides of
Roy's boat, making it toss like a body in
torment. Young Brian groaned in his dis-
tress. In spite of the acute discomfort,
Roy, wise and ripe with experience, de-
cided to stay holding on to the net for
anchorage with a chance that the storm
would blow itself ount. It was not until
noen that he made up his mind to haul
in and start on the long run home. Some
hours later he came upon a sinking boat
with 2 man tied to the mast. And so
begins a saga of the sea that could be
read through the centuries and still stand
unmatched for its narrative of sheer
hergism. -

The Sharun circled the crippled drifter
until it was possible to approuch near
enough to <ast a line and haul the young
man aboard, Numbed and barely con-

svious, he was waiting for the death thalt67
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could not long be delayed. for the boat
was being swept inexorably toward the
breakers which crashed on the rocks
ahead. This was Edward Cook, who had
come with his sixty-year-old father Fraser
from Prince Edward Island to take their
share of the harvest of selmon, They had
ridden the storm through the night, but
at jast the waves bore down on their small
craft so mercilessly that they cut away
their net and made for the breakwater.
Before they could reach it, a4 great wave

N .2

¢
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“He knew that was their only hope.

broke over them and their engine stopped.
Qut of control, the boat slewed broadside
to the waves and capsized. Father and son
clung fast and, as it surfaced and righted
itself, they somehow clambered back on
board. Edward lashed himself to the mast
with a heavy twenty-one-thread rope. He
yelled to his father to do the same. But
the older man went 1o the engine to re-
start it. He knew that was their only
hope, Just then, a massive wall of water
descended on them. When Edward cleared
the salt from his eyes, his father was gone,
swept into the boisterous sea. The last
sight Edward had of him was a hundred
yards away. There was nothing he could
do.

When Roy Lloyd came up to him,
Cock could barely understand the words
that were shouted to him above the roar
of the wind and waves. They were repeated
again and again before he seemed to hear,
and Jimmo had thrown the line as many
times. Then it landed between the shroud
and the mast. All Cook had to do was to
pick it up. “Untie yourself,”” Roy shouted,
and at last Cook came to his senses and
put his two arms in the straps. “Jump
overboard,” Roy called 1o him. “He

Lejt, Roy Llevd, owner of the drifter
“Sharon Lloyd”

Above, Brian, Roy Llovd's I3-year-old son,

ofter the storm.

Below, a battered and broken boat is washed ashore withont motor or cuddy or crew.
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“onlookers saw the wvessel lifted up a sheer fifty feet...smashe

wouldn’t jump,” Roy said afterwards,
“put he crawled to the stern and we
pulled him over into the sea. The bows
of his boat were already under water, and
a tangled rope from the submerged por-
tion was entwined around one of his legs,
and it vanked his rubber boot off. That
shows what a close shave he had. But we
hauled him up, a heavy dead weight with
his big quilted jacket on.” All this time
the Lloyd boat was in deadly peril. But
a life was saved, and the arrival of the
Lloyds at Escuminac Harbour an hour
later was received with cheering from
packed crowds that thronged the break-
water,

This is but one of the stories of that
day that will become part of Miramichi
folklore. The boats passed each other in
the night, with a shout of recognition
from their owners and a word or a
phrase that draws the drama into the
focus of a story of friends and neigh-
bours meeting the supreme challenge with
a glory that is eternal.

S -

THE first to reach land next momning
was Stirling Williston. Five other Willis-
tons never returned, Scon after five
o’clock on Saturday marning Stirling and
his two young companions, David Gar-
dener and Alexander Newton, made a
dramatic landing. In the huge seas they
were battling to reach the breakwater
they saw the boat of Allan and Andrew
Mills, and hailed it. There was no raply.
Both were drowned, but Williston did not
know it. Suddenly his steering gear broke
and the engine stopped. As they reached
the dangerous shallow water, a huge wave
lifted the boat bodily and cast it on to
Tom Nowlan's shore. The threz men
miraculously jumped to safety. The boat
was wrecked.

The next two to land were Edgar Daigle
and Rémi Martin. Both were dead in their
boat when it was washed ashore.

Snatched from death was Gerard Bon-
enfant, called “Red”, and commonly
known as Goodchild, in the happy bi-
lingual idiom of the region. Red was
fifty-six years old and had the smallest
of the fishing boats, just thirty-four feet
in length. But he had twenty-seven nets
with seventeen salmon in them. He had
pulled them in, no mean feat for one man
in such a sea. The last he could not lift,
because he had a 300-pound perpoise in
it. So he tied this net to the stern, and,
using it like 2 sea anchor, he managed
well enough until he came within sight
of Escuminac wharf, Then the sea
swamped his motor, and he was heading
for a rocky reef and certain death, when
Tom Lewis appeared in the very nick of
time to snatch him to safety.

Thomas Lewis was from Escuminac and
had brought two young friends out that

The ATLANTIC ADVOCATE

Gerard Bonenfant, commonily calied “Red"
Goodchild, was saved by Thomas Lewis.
“The two boats were each rising and
falling thirty feer and more with the
waves, and Red had to judge his height
and distance like a man on a fiying trapeze
before making the jump for his life”

night, Jack Preston and Robert Searie. In
the huge seas they were taking in a lot of
water, and the three men had to keep
pumping to stay aflcat. Then one of the
straining shrouds pulled away and the
mast collapsed with the sail torn to shreds.
As they approached the breakwater, the
waves were 5o high that Lewis decided he
couldn't get in and would make for the
lee of Fox Island. It was as he turned
about that he came upon Red Goodchild
floating to his death. He passed a rope,
but it broke. At great peril to his own
boat he came in close. After several tries,
the closest he could get was fifteen feet.
The two boats were each rising and failing
thirty feet and more with the waves, and
Red had to judge his height and distance
like a man on a flying trapeze before mak-
ing the jump for his life. Then followed
the long run against the strong tide to
Fox Island and a perilous race through 2
narrow channel that pearly swamped the
smail boat. So they reached Bay du Vin
Island, and thence down to Hardwicke in
the evening.

¥ w7
THE rescue story of Theodore Wil-
liston is both magnificent and macabre.

In his Guif Prowler he had passed Roy
Lloyd in the early morning.

26

“Hallo, thers,”” he had shouted. “Are
vou O K.

*1 guess s0,” Roy had shouted in reply.
*We're holding on to our net,”

Williston had young Larry Martin and
Aquila Manuel as crew, After a rough
night, he had hauled nets in early and set
course for home. Fog and spray were
blinding, but as he approached the shal-
low water, visibility improved and he saw
a sandbar on which giant waves were
breaking into long white rollers menacing
and destructive. Gulf Prowler quickly put
about, and Williston was able to wam the
three boats of Jack Doucet, Placide
Maclntyre and Bemard Jenkins of the
danger ahead.

Next he came upon Raymond Thibeau,
struggling to get his engine started, but
being washed relentlessly toward the bar.
Gulf Prowler circled and a line was
thrown to Thibeau and he was taken in
tow until he could get his engine started
again. Then, as glad to end the danger of
the tow as were the crew of Gulf Prowler,
he cast off and, with a cheery wave of his
hand, steered away into the storm.

But this was not to be the last good act
of the day for Theodore Williston. There
was a warning shout from his crewman
Aguila Manuei, and out of the murk a
drifter appeared in the last stages of
breaking up. It was barely afloat and a
man was clinging to the stern. Theodore
recognized his cousin Walter Williston.
Aquila swung the line to him, Waiter was
evidently in the last extremities of ex-
posure and shock, With him was his dead
friend, twenty-year-old Harold Tavlor.

faiter wouldn’t leave him and tied the
rope tc Taylor's body. Aquila pulled it
through the sea, then threw the rope
again for Walter Williston. Only after
getting him aboard did Theodore put his
craft about and run through the heavy
seas to the harbour.

S S o

AET‘.ER being warned of the sandbar
by Theodore Williston, Jack Doucet en-
countered the biggest wave of that manic
storm. Theodore Williston saw it, and so
did Raymond Thibeau and Bernard Jen-
kins. All but Jenkins were sure that Jack
Doucet’s boat, the Francine D., was lost
with all hands, This was the second
biggest boat in the fleet, a forty-five-foot
sixteen-ton wessel with & crew consisting
of Jack's young sons Alphonse, seventeen,
and Everett, fourteen, Seventy-two-year-
old William George Manuel was out
with them just for the sport of it.

When this monstrous wave bore down
on the Francine D., the horrified onlookers
saw the vessel lifted up a sheer fifty feet
and as swiftly smashed down into the
trough, then shoot several feet clear of the
‘wave and fall back upside down. It
seemed impossible for anyone to live.
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{!wn in the trough...lIt seemed impossible

for anyone to live.”

Anxious crowds thronged tiie breakwater of Escuminac Harbour to awail the return of the fishermen. Only half the boats returned.

William Manuel was killed instanily, but
a miracle occurred to save the other three.
They surfaced In time to see the boat right
itself. Jack could not swim. Everatt could,
and Alphonse found himself clinging 1o
the side of the boat. All three managed to
haul themselves on board. But water was
coming in fast and it was clear they soon
must sink.

What happened after that is @ common-
piace of bravery judged by the standards
of that day. Bernard Jenkins brought his
boat at great risk to within twenty-five
feet of the sinking Francine D. Cyril Jen-
kins, Bernie's nephew and the only other
member of his crew, threw the lifeline and
it was caught by Alphonse, who tied it
under his brother Evé's armpits. “Jump
for it, Evé,” he velled, “Bernie'll pull you
aboard.” And so young Evé plunged into
the waves and was hawled aboard the
Alda Marte. Bernie took another sweep
through the storm and came round again
to within throwing distance. Cyril threw
a second time and Alphonse caught the
line. This time he tied it round his ex-
hausted father. Almost an hour passed
before Bernie could manoeuvre his craft
through the raging seas close enough for
Cyril to throw the line a third time. This
time, after the hour of dreadful suspense,
Alphonse tied it round himself and was
saved.
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It was close on midday when another
great wave broke over the Aldu Marie,
washing the engine off its mountings and
swamping it. All went to work with
buckets to bail. Bernie said afterwards
that if the Doucets had not been aboard,
the Alde Marie would surely have sunk.

Raymond Thibeau, meanwhile, had
mads it to the breakwater at Escuminac.
He had seen the mountainous wave wreck
the Doucet boat and had reported that
no one could have survived. Imagine, then,
the refoicing when at seven o'clogk that
Sunday morning Bernie Jenkins and his
Alda Marie with the Francine's crew on
board, sailed into Escuminac Harbour.
And as a footnote to that remarkabie
story it may be added that at his first
approach the size of the waves made him
decide to go back into deeper water be-
cause of his heavily laden boat, So he and
his double crew improved the stormy
hour before coming in by working on
their nets and eating a meal of salmon
caught in them.

¥ T %

I Have written of five Willistons who
lost their lives that day, and of two more.
of Theodore and of Walter, rescued by
Theodore. There was an eighth who was
saved twice that day from certain death.
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Norman Williston of Bay du Vin was
swept overboard and his crewman Pierre
Doiron rescued him at great risk to his
own life, Back on board, battered by the
sterm, the pair were in desperate straits,
the boat out of control and taking water
fast. It was close to sinking when Alvin
Durelle of Escuminac came up just in
{ime to save them, aided by Edmond
Martin his helper. Durelle was recom-
mended for an award. The citation, re-
corded at the time, read: “Alvin Durells
displayed exceptional courage, seaman-
ship and fearlessness before danger as he
rescued Norman Williston and his crew.
Alvin Durelle is recommended. for an
award.”

Did he get it?

The answer is: “"No™.

T f 1w

Awosr all the men whose names 1
have mentioned were recommended in
1959 for recognition of their acts of gal-
lantry in saving lives, Roy and Brian
Lloyd for saving Edward Cook, Thomas
Lewis for saving Gerard Bonenfant, Theo-
dore Williston for saving Raymend
Thibeau and Walter Williston, Pierre
Doiron for saving Norman Williston,
Alvin Durelle for saving Nerman Wil
liston ard Pierre Doiron, Bernard and
Cyril Jenkins for saving the three Doucets
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“It

was Lord Beaverbrook’s

gift that set the pace.”

Muavar Nathan Phillips of Toronto makes muei

and, of course, Alphonse Doucet who
saved his brother and his father before
himself, And there were the crew members
who took wvaliant parts in the rescues,
Leslie Lewis, Chlorin Jimmo, Hilarion
Martin, Aquila Manuel and Edmond
Martin. And there were Jack Preston and
Robert Searle. Sixteen brave men, almost
all of them recommended by one or all
of the agencies or committees or prov-
incial government representatives who
were concerned fo see recognition given
at that time.

On January 23, 1960, it was announced
in the Canada Gazette that Bernard Jen-
kins and Cyrii Jenkins had besn awarded
the British Empire Medal for Gallantry,
They were invested by The Governor
Generai, the late General Vanier, at the
Legislative Assembly in Fredericton on
May 8, [96]. The Queen's Commenda-
tion for Brave Conduct was awarded {o
Alphense Doucgt and posthumously
awarded to Fraser Cook. who had died
in the storm and whose son had been
rescued by Roy Lloyd. But to Roy Lloyd.
Thomas Lewis, Theodore Williston and
the ten others listed above, nothing, The
blue pencil of officiaidom was busy. Who
wielded it is a2 mystery that will defy all
gxamination,
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But awards aren’t all that important,
Nothing can take away the glory of the
dead, whose names will be inscribed in’
bronze on a2 monument to be unveiled at
Escuminac Harbour on the tenth anni-
versary of the disaster, June 19, 1968,
Nothing. can take away the honour of
those men who went down without a

“ins piratian came
imnwdiately after

the disaster...”’

whimper into the fury of the sea that
night and day in the Bay of Miramichi.

And nothing can take away the glory
of the living who that night and day ten
years ago risked their lives over and over
again 1o save, or to try to save. the lives
of their comrades. We should be proud
to know these men of Miramichi who are
living with us today and to remember
their names and to honour them.

28

of the Windsor Kingston family whe fournexed thronsl Qneario to roaive money for
the New Brunswick Fishermen's Disuster Frnd. Eight-yedar-ofd Jane Kingston is second from Teft. Mes. Kingsion is on the right.

It is for this reason that the committee
entrusted with the arrangements for the
memorial decided in addition to listing
the pames of the men who lost their
lives, to add in letters of bronze the
names of the men who were recognized
for acts of bravery in saving the lives of
others,

The memorial is sculptured from a
block of local limestone more than seven
feet high, to depict the figures of three
fishermen who will symbolize the thirty-
five who perished in the storm. It is the
work of Claude Roussel, the director of
the department of visual arts at the Uni-
versity of Moncton. The inspiration came
to him immediately after the disaster. [
was organizing the New Brunswick Fisher-
men's Disaster Fund, and he gave me
the model carved in wood, saying: “The
emotion of the tragedy, the dignity and
poetry of the fishermen’s way of life, in-
cited me to develop the sculpture.™ I was
much impressed by the design and have
seen it almost every day since then, a
matter of neatly ten years. 1t is for this
veason that | have some assurance that
the stone monument will grow in the
esteen and affection of the people who
will live with 1.

The entire cost of the monument has
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»een met by Sir Max Aitken, and he has
his own special qualifications for present-
ing 2 memorial to courage. He was a very
distingnished fighter pilot during the long
years of the last war, and no one is better
able to evaluate the qualities which will
be commemorated. Moreover, it was his
father, Lord Beaverbrook, who made the
first gift to the fund. On the Monday
morning after the disaster 1 was sitting
in my office at the Daily Gleaner in
Fredericton, reading reporters’ accounts
of the deaths and also of the heroism of
survivors, and trying to figure out how
best to create a fund to help alleviate the
suffering brought to that small com-
munity, when the telephone rang. It was
Lord Peaverbrook speaking from Lon-
don, and he asked for the latest news. His
Daily Express with its 4-million circula-
tion had devoted most of its front page
that morning to the report of the disaster.
“I'll give you 35,000 for your fund,” he
said. “More if you want it.” And he gave
me this message:

“In this djsaster without parallel in
the Miramichi Bay that holds for me
life-long memories, I send my deepest
sympathy to the bereaved, my sorrow
far the loss of so many splendid
lives, and my admiration for those
who faced the dangers of the storm
and survived.”

That started the flow. The New Bruns-
wick Fishermen's Disaster Fund was on
its way that morning with Premier Hugh
John Flemming as its chairman. In its
public launching it was given a great lift
by the action of the Queen and Prince
Philip who broke with royal precedent
by personally subscribing to it. They met
the widows, mothers and children of the
dead fishermen at Pointe-du-Chéne as an
expression of the deep compassion they
so truly felt for them,

The memorial will be unveiled at Escu-
minac Harbour on June 19 at 2 o'clock.
The Protestant Archbishop of Fredericton
and the Catholic Archbishop of Moncton
will perform a joint ceremony of dedica-
tion and blessing. This will be a reminder
of the great work performed by both
churches in the formation of the fund,
and of the active help that both have
given to the survivors in the ten years
that are past.

It will be a reminder, toa, of the gen-
erosity of the givers to the Fishermen's
Disaster Fund. And of the men and
women who have administered it. The
target figure of $440,000 was reached
within six months. Rich people and cor-
porations, governments and institutions
gave bountfully, But it was countless
gifts of the little people, with no great
reserves or resources, that were so moving
at the time, and the sirange anonymous
gifts, such as one from Montreal that
defied all efforts to trace, and came with
a banker’s order for $3,000 and the mes-
sage: “'1 only wish it were more.” Collec-
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Shine? Shoe "Nuff!?

Jane Kingston takes the front page of the Toronro Tolegram with the above heoding
and caption whicl read: “Here's a young lady putring her best shoes forward . . . along

with those of her seven brothers and sisters.
family to seek uid for New Brunswick rtorm victims,

shine at the hotel where they are staving”

tions of dimes and quarters were made
and many subscribed the whale of their
savings for several months on end.
There were twenty-six widows and
eighty-three children. The widows re-
ceived a monthly allowance for life, and
the children until they reached the age of
eighteen. Children with the capacity for
further education have been helped in a
number of ways. As examples of the fing
young people who have been helped in
this way, two students who lost their
fathers will make brief appearances at the
unveiling ceremony on June 19. These are
Jane Kingston and Lucien Chiasson. Jane
will speak in English, Lucien in French.
Jane is a first-year student at St. Thomas
Universitv. Lucien is at the Radio College

29

Jane Kingston, 8, who is here with  her
teqves the footwear out for o

of Canada in Toronto. Both are doing
exceptionally weil.

Of Jane | have some special memories.
To swell the fund len years ago, it was
desirable to touch the warm hearls of
“Upper Canada”. Accordingly, | invited
Mrs. Windsor Kingston, one of the
widows of the storm, to come with her
family of eight little ones on a visit with
me o Toronio.

There they were {éted. The Mayor, the
late Nathan Phillips, made much of them.
Daity their photographs were on the front
pages of the newspapers. They appeared
on lelevision. And always Jane. aged eight,
siole the show. One day she would be

seen on the front page of the Telegraml72

putting out the shoes for her seven
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Today’s representati*ue —

.

T

i

Jane Kingston today. At the unveiling of the memorial on June 19, Jane will speak in

English and Lucien Chiasson in French.

He is a student at the Radio College of

Cenada in Toronto. She is a first-vear student at §t. Thomas University, in Fredericton.

brothers and sisters. Next day she would
be disporting herself quite unselfcon-
sciously in a splendid private swimming
pool. And all the while the money poured
inte the fund. Who better than Jane
could represent today the younger genera-
tion whose fathers were lost to them at
Escuminac?

Everyone concerned with the fund,
during the appeal and afterwards in the
years of administration, has worked with-
out remuneration. It is for this reason
that the costs during the appeal and for
the ten years afterwards have amounted
for the whole period in total to less than
one-tenth of one per cent of the amount
of the fund.

Particular mention must be made of the
Rev. L. M. Pepperdene of Chatham,
N.B.. who has served since the day of the
disaster as chairman of the Welfare Com-
mittee of the fund. This month he retires

The ATLANTIC ADVOQCATE

from his rectorship at Chatham and his
welfare chairmanship, and he will carry
with him the gratitude and affection of
the hundreds he has helped,

He himself insists that it was a com-
bined effort that got the work done, and
mentions the Red Cross, the Chatham
Branch of the Royal Canadian Legion in
the early days, and Rev. Paul Arsenault,
Rev. T. A. Boucher, Rev. O. Porelle and
Rev. Benoit Boudreau, successively Parish
Priests of Baie Ste. Anne, and Rev, . M.
Jones, Rev. L. J. Galey and Rev. Robert
Barry, Anglican Rectors of Bay du Vin.

This is true, But when it is said, still it
is Mr. Pepperdene who carried the heavy
responsibility for ten years. He could say,
as in the ancient proverb: “In serving
others, I am consumed.” For he has spent
his strength in service and his retirement
is forced upon him by @ breakdown in
health, O
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A bronze tablet on the Fisher-
men’s Memorial records the names
of the following thirty-five fisher-
men who lost their lives in the
Escuminac Disaster of June 1%
and 20, 1959;

JOHN CHAPMAN
ADRIEN CHIASSON
ALBERT CHIASSON
ALPHONSE CHIASSON
ROBERT CHIASSON
WILLIAM CHIASSON
FRASER COOK
EDGAR DAIGLE
CHARLES GAUVIN
ARTHUR KELLY
HECTOR KELLY
HUGH KELLY
CLIFFORD KINGSTON
WINDSOR KINGSTON
ALFRED McLENAGHAN
GEORGE McLEOD
AMON MANUEL
WILLIAM G, MANUEL
ALONZO MARTIN
ANDRE MARTIN

REMI MARTIN

ALLAN MILLS
ANDREW MILLS
GEOFFREY RICHARD
JEAN LOUIS RICHARD
LIONEL RICHARD
RAPHAEL ROBICHAUD
VICTOR ROBICHAUD
LEO ROY

HAROLD TAYLOR
CUNARD WILLISTON
ERIC WILLISTON
HALEY WILLISTON
HAYNES WILLISTON
OSWALD WILLISTON

A second bronze tablet records
the namnes of sixteen men living
today who were recognized for
acts of bravery in saving the lives
of others during the great storm
of June 19 and 20, 1959:

PIERRE DOIRON
ALPHONSE DOUCET
ALVIN DURELLE
BERNARD JENKINS
CYRIL JENKINS
CHLORIN JIMMO
LESLIE LEWIS
THOMAS LEWIS
BRIAN LLOYD

ROY LLOYD

AQUILA MANUEL
EDMOND MARTIN
HILARION MARTIN
JACK PRESTON
ROBERT SEARLE
THEODORE WILLISTON
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BAIE SAINTE-ANNE — Une foule nombreuse était pré-
sente, hier aprés-midi, 3 Escuminac i I'occasion d’une cérémo-
nie commeémorative soulignant le 12e anniversaire du désasire

. survenu les 19 et 20 juin 1959, alors que 35 pécheurs avaient
perdu la vie par noyade & la suite d'une violente tempéte,

La eédrémonie organisée par la Chambre de Commerce de
Baie Sainte-Anne s'est déroulée devant le monument commsé-
moratif, oeuvre de I'artiste Clande Roussel, qui est situé i 1'en-
trée du quai d Escuminac,

Le brigadier Michael Wardell, un des premiers fondateurs dy
Nouvean-Brunswick Fishermen's Disaster Fund est arrivé en
hélicoptére an cours de la eérémonie, accompagné de M. R.C. Ir-
ving. M. Wardell qui a annoncé son retour prochain en Angle-

- terre aprés aveir passé 21 ams au Canada, n’'a pas mangué de

| faire appel a la loyauté britannique. I a ajouté qu’il reviendrait
visiter le Canada et le Nouveau-Brunswick si s« san’ Je Ini per-
mettait. Il a tenu 2 faire ressortir la valeur du réy . &id Progper-
dine, ancien pasteur 4 Baie du Vin, qui a presque donné 3 vie
pour les bénéfices des fonds des pécheurs.

Le pére Cyril ' Amour, originaire de Baie Sainte-Anne et
travaillant auprds des malades mentaux 3 Campbellton, était le
conférencier ifivité  Maceasion de dette céiériionic, 1 4 Rlicitd
les gens de la région pour le geste significatif qu’ils posaient.
a rappelé ses souvenirs et ses origines i Baie Ste-Anne; “Une

BALIY SAINTH -ANNEK
La cérémonie commeémorative
remporte un grand succes

pairie se compose de morts qui l'ont fondée et des vivants qui
la continue”, Le pére D'Amour a rappelé a tous le devoir de re-
connaissance et il a rendu hommage aux pécheurs en rappelant
le dur. métier de la péche. Des lectures religieuses ont été faites
par le révérend pére Paul Arsenault, curé i Baie Ste-Anne et par
le révérend pére T. Barry, recteur anglican i Baie du Vin.

Parmi les Invités on remarquait en plus des personnes déji
mentionnées: Mpr Désiré Allain de Bouctouche; M. Percy
Smith, député de Northumberland: M. Paul Daigle, du bureau
du ministére de la jeunesse & Chatham et les anciens curés de 1a
paroisse. )

La chorale de I’école de Baie Ste-Anne sous la direction de
3r Evelyne Babineau a interpréié quelques chants. Des couron-
nes de fleurs & la mémoire des pécheurs ont été déposées par
deux femmes de 1a région au nom des veuves et méres des dis-
parus et par M. Adé Theériault, président de la Chambre de Com-
merce de Bale Ste-Anne. Des messages ont été recu de 'honora-
ble G. W.N. Coekburn, ministre provincial des pécheries et de
I'honorable Wallace S. Bird, lieutenant-gouverneur du N.-B.

M. Norbert Thérianlt de Baie Ste-Anne, (notre photo) dé-
puté de Northumberland et ancien ministre du bien-étre et de Ia

santé, érait ie maitre de cérémonie A dette célébratien qui a £t -

swivie d’une tournée en batean pour alfer déposer une gerbe au
large. Un souper au homard et au saumon a été ensuite servi
dans la salle de 1a paroisse. (Photo Jean David),
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iy a 20 ans. "le désase”

i t
S.E. Mgr Norbert Robichaud, ancien ar-  siques de plusieurs pécheurs noyés en I'é-
chevéque de Moncton, avait présidé les ob- glise de Baie-Ste-Anne.

—
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Depuis la tragédie, les

temoins ont

par Nelson

ESCUMINAC — "Au
moins 34 morts — Douze
'noyés retrouvés — 22 hom-
mes manguent encore a I"ap-
pel — Huit morts et 19 dis-
parus dans la seule région
de Baie-Sainte-Anne oii les
pertes matérielles dépas-
sent te quart de million."’

Cette  manchette, pu-
bliée dans 'EVANGELINE
du lundi 22 juin 1958, fai-
sait état du sinistre le plus
important de Phistoire du
Nouveau-Brunswick et de
toute la cote est de la pro-
vince.

Les habitants de Baie-
Sainte-Anne, KEscuminac et
Baie-du-Vin n’ont pas en-
core oubliée aujourd’hui,
20 ans plus tard, la grande
tragédie du 18 au 21 juin
1959

Rares sont dailleurs
ceux qui ne connaissent pas
la signification de I'événe-
ment qui a été baptisé “Le
Désastre”,

Les pécheurs de 1'épo-
que, tels Bernie Jenkins
d’Escuminac, $e souvien-
nent “Trop bien” de cette
tragique fin de semaine qui
2 coiité la vie & pas moins
de 35 pécheurs.

M. Jenkins, aujourd'hui
dgé de T2 ans, ainsi que
les 24 veuves et 83 enfants
laissés sans péres, ne vont
pas oublier cette “‘eruelle
fin de semaine’’.

Le septagénaire, qui se
tetrouvait dans son hiteau
avec son neveu Cyril, se
souvient fort bien des va-
gues “qui montaient comme
des montagnes”.

“Yous ne pouvez pas
vous faire d'idée comme
¢'était effrayant’, a indi-
qué M. Jenkins au cours
d'une  entrevue avec
I'EVANGELINE.

Pourtant, la mer était
5i belle lorsque les quel-
gque 50 bateanx omt quitté
le port d’Escuminac et de
Baie-Sainte-Anne vers 16h
le vendredi 19 juin.

Atlirés par une péche qui
“s’annongait bien”, les pé-
cheurs ont “pris le large tét
cette journée-la parce que
le saumon voyageait mieux
qu'en aucune autre ocea-
sion cette semaine |a et nous
voulions en profiter”,

M. Jenkins et ses com-
pagnons de travail n'avaient
méme pas pris le temps
de manger “tellement nous
avions hite d'étre en mer
pour profiter de cette manne
que nous n'avions pas con-

nue depuis plus de dix ans”.

Rapport météorologique
Encore aujourd'hui, M.

Jenkins et un bon nombre

de ses amis qul ont véeu ,
“Le Désastre” n'a pas con-

fiance aux rapports météo-

rologiques “'qui nous ont

joué un méchant tour. Ils

nous ont annoncé du vent

de 15 milles & I'heure, mais

six heures plus tard, les

vents é€taient quatre fois

plus violents™.

“Les pécheurs “ont cru”
ves rapports de vendredi
aprés-midi et nous sommes
partis en mer, Tout allait
bien jusqu'a vers 11 heures
du soir, lorsque le vent 5'é-
leva.”

M. Jenkins avait vu des
tempétes en mer avant ce-
lui-la et en a vu plusieurs
depuis ce temps.

“Mais jamais comme
celle-l4. C'est la pire que j'ai
vue. Je ne puis pas vous la
décrire. Les vagues mion-

taient comme des monta-
gnes tout autour de nous.

Vous ne pouvez vous [aire
d'idée comme c'était ef-
frayant.”

S

M. Jenkins, ainsi que son
neveu Cyril et plusieurs au-
tres pécheurs qui ont réussi
& échapper a la mort, sont
demeurés plus de 40 heures
dans la tempéte.

M. Jenkins avoue ne con-
naitre  aucupe amertume
envers qui que ce soit du
bureau de météorologie,
mais il dit n'aveir pas “eru
un autre rapport depuis ce
temps”,

Le directeur du burcau de
Halifax & cette époque, M.
Rube Hornstein, a indigué
le lendemain du désastre
qu'un avertissement avait
été donné le vendredi soir,
mais que la flotte était dé-
8 en mer.

“Ces tempétes peuvent
s’abattre trés rapidement
au large des cotes. Nous en

avons beaucoup en hiver

mais c'est plutét extracrdi-
naire en .ce moment<i de
I'année,” avait-il alors dé-
clare.

Certains pécheurs, qui
ont réussi a rentrer au port
sains et saufs deux jours
plus tard, ont admis aveir
réalisé qu'une tempéte se
préparait avant qu’ils par-
tent en mer, mais ils n'ont
pas pensé qu’elle serait aus-
si violente. ,

Des vagues de §8 pieds
“Des montagnes ... des
montagnes  partout. Les

vagues vous soulevaient et
vous jetaient ici ef la. On
était réellement 4 la merci
de Dieu.”

Selon M. Jenkins, qui ne
peut s'empécher de verser
des iarmes en parlant de la
disparition de plusieurs de
ses amis et voisins, il a vu
des corps projetés, ‘‘des
centaines de pieds par les
vagues. Une personne se
sent tellement impuissante
lorsque vous voyez un au-

\

encore peur!

tre qui fait face 3 la mort
Bl vous n'y pouvez rien.
._I‘a: eprouvé ce sentiment
a plusieurs occasions pen-

dant cette triste fin de se-

maine”,

Quoique M. Jenkins n'y
pouvait rien pour plusieurs
pécheurs, 1a providence lui
a toutefois permis de por-
ter secours i trois de ses
Compagnons.

En effet, n'eut été du cou-

rage et de la persévérance
dg M. Jenkins, le total des
victimes aurait été plus im-
portant, ¥ J

“ll était 3 peu prés 11
heures samedi matin lors-
que nous avons apercu un
bateau renversé et trois
personnes s'y tenant cram-
ponnées, C'était Jack Doup-
cet et ses fils Alphonse et
Evé,. On les a ramassés
les uns apres les autres avec
un clble. La premigre fois
que nous avons tiré le ci-
ble, un des fils 'a passé a
son frére qui 3 son tour I'a
passé  son pére.”

_ M. Jenkins ne peut tou-
jours pas croire comment
ils ont réussi 4 secourir les
Doucet puisque les vagues
“hautes de 60 pieds ber-
caient notre bateau et c’est
grice & Dieu si les trois ont
réussi & atteindre le eible
qui leur était allongé".

Les cing pécheurs pré-

sents dans le bateau “ont
par:la suite vécu des heu-
res’ pénibles ‘‘car notre
moteur était manqué et nous
n'avions plus d'hnile pour le
poéle ni de nourriture”.

‘Il devait étre six heures
du soir lorsqu'on a réussi i
faire marcher le moteur,
Nous aviohs - faim, mais
l'espoir €tait revenu avec
le fonctionnement du mo-
teur,”
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 Des familles entiéres
ont eté décimees...

BAIE-SAINTE-ANNE {NL)} — M. Jacques Deucet a
€té I'un “des chanceux” de la tragédie du I9 juin 1959,
Par contre, d'autres "ont moins été comme M. Camille
Chiasson qui a perdu cing membres de sa famille.

M. Doucet a réussi a atteindre le port le dimanche ma-
tin pour céiébrer la Féte des péres, mais M. Chiasson,
alors agé de B0 ans et aujourd’hui décédé, a connu une
journée beaucoup plus triste cornme un bon nembre
d’autres d'ailleurs.

Les memhres de la famille Chiasson qui omt connu
la mort soni William et Albert, deux fils, ainsi que les
petits-fils Adrien, Albert et Alphonse.

La région de Bale-Sainte-Anne a ¢i€ la plus éprouvée
uvec pas moins de 27 morts.

Les victimes du désastre maritime du détreit de Nor-
thumberiand sont: Edgar Daigle, Charles Gauvin, Wil
liam Manuel, Rémi Martin, Geofirey Richard, John L.
Richard, Harold Taylor, Cunard Willision, Hugh Kelly,

Le bateau Jenkins se
trouvait alors a quelques
milles du rivage, mais les
occupants ont décidé d’at-
tendre le lever du soleil
afin de tenter une naviga-
tion vers le rivage. :

“Nous voyions les Ilu-
mieres d’Escuminac, mais
on a pas pris de chances
parce que nous ne savions
pas ce que Nous aurions pu
frapper. On est arrivé au

port le dimanche matin.” Hector Kelly, Fraser Cook, Haley Williston, Albert Chias-
: son, Clifford Kingston, Alomzo Martin, Andrew Mar-
Grande foule réunie tin, John Chapman, Adrien Chiasson, Alphomse Chias-

son, Robert Chissson, Willism Chiasson, Windsor Kings-
ton, Alfred McLenoghan, George McLeod, Allen Mills,
Andrew Mills, Armand Manuel, .Lionel Richard, Ra-
phaél Robichaud, Léo Roy, Eric Williston, Haynes Wil-

A son arrivée au port,
M. Jenkins a €été témoin,
d'un événement qui “‘est

demguré dans mon coeur liston et Ossie Williston.
depuis ce temps et le sera Les noms de ces 34 pécheurs, en plus des personnes
toujours™. qui ont commis des actes de bravoure en portant se-

cours & leurs compagnons, tels Bernie Jenkins, se re-

En plus des membres trouvent sur un monument qui 2 été érigé em leur hon-
de sa famille réunis sur Je neur et i leur mémoire quelques années aprés “Le Dé
quais, il y avait plus de 8,000 ksasu't". ; )
personnes venues accueillir
les survivants et prier pour
les disparus.

Tout au long de la jour-
née de dimanche, gquelque
2,000 personnes ont effec-
tué la releve & la priere
dans la petite église d’Es-
cuminac et aux recherches -
parmis les débris rejetés
sur le rivage par des vagues
géantes,

M. Jenkins et la populs-
tion de cette région touchée
si durement n'auront plus
“jamais rien viu de Ssem-
blable™.

6L61 ‘dung

C’est la page frontispice de
lundi 29 juin 1958,

L'EVANGELINE, édition du
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A Survivor’s Poem

Miramichi Disaster June 19, 1959
by Bernard Jenkins

The Miramichi Bay. on this Atlantic shore
Where the waves roll high and the billows roar,
Whete fishermen work hard when the days are
long. ¢
To earn a living when fish swim strong.
But as courageous as we may be,
At certain times we should claim the lee.
Atthis fime the salmon run was on,
We disobeyed our will, and carried on.
But when the terrific storm was o’er
We wished we had and many, many more,
In the sad awakening of our dread,
We learned we had 35 fishermea dead.
On the eve of June 19th, 1939,
Over a 100 salmon boats forged the foaming
brine, \
To take a berth at an uncertain place, or time,
To try their luck with salmon drift nets and
Providence Divine. .
The wind blew in lightly with fog from the
Northeast,
Previous days before it did not cease.
We did not think it serious in the least,
For we were not previously warned, that behind
there approached a terrific beast
That had no pity for friends, wives or children in
the least, _ :
And did quickly show, that our lives are not
guided from here below.
We spent the night in silent prayer,
And, after, wondered if the heavens cared.
The wind whistled, the seas did roar.
Oh! how we wished we had stayed ashore!
From the terrible dark the day did dawn
It was only then we realized that many friends
had gone.
Our Maker had called, we must obey.
Some had to go, some had to stay,
Debris, derelicts floating on the sea,
We wondered how many had answered.
Probably just those that were worthy.
Unknown heroes during this storm did go.
We will tell you the reason why we know,
For in the boats that came wrecked ashore,
In them, parts we found in one or more,
They tried to save their neighbour’s life,
But gave their own in their strife.
Friends, let's not forget the departed of this
storm,
But for them say a prayer, night and morn.
Many more would have received a watery grave
But due to fishermen's friends' courage were
 saved. _
The Almighty's hand was raised on high,
Some were spared and some had to die.
Courage given us was not ourown,
It must have come from our Master's throne.
At last the storm did abate
Silent tear-stained-faced did await,
At last one small white dot appeared out on the
sea.

Fu.rtfzI others that were spared came to join the
mele,
Sdll, fathers, brothers, friends, searched shores
and sea,
All were found except one and three.
These poor souls were never found.
Extra condolence to their families were abound.
News of the disaster was soon made known.
Hundreds of cars carrying thousand to our shore
To mourn with us our loss,
To them many of us before unknown.
Assistance came from far and wide
To help and cheer us by our ocean side.,
Mour_ncd Police, Red Cross, Air Force, medical
assistance, members of the clergy and many
mote,
They remained with us tiil all was o'er,
One name we want to mention,
Who opened the world's wide gates, :
.And drew to their attention, the Disaster of
Miramichi. ’
Where thirty-five lives were lost at sea,
When the gates closed, to our surprise,
*Almost half a million was the prize,
‘Brigadier Michael Wardell's courageous
campaign.
Was not meant nor could not sustain
The grief in the hearts of widows and orphans
that remained,

But had given them courage to live again.
He and many more names will live in the
memory, of we who live on the Miramichi.
Then the Henorable Hughie John did not stand
aside nor was he furlong.
He organized that the widows and their children
and many more,
Would meet our Queen and her husband on the
Shediac shore.
They shook hands with all that were there.
Her Majesty’s face was like a silent prayer,
Handkerchief's fluttered in the light breeze that
did blow.
For from eyes of many, tears did flow.
This sad meeting was joyful yet sad,
Every one present was glad
To have the occasion to meet this Royal happy
young couple. .
That was lovingly understandable
Of the occasion.
And when this appreciated meeting waso’er
They twined, waved, smiled, and left our.shore.
Her Majesty our Queen and her royai Highness
were glad -
That they did agree, to meet the folks of
Miramichi *
We will be called from anywhere
Land, sea, and in the air,
When God’s right hand is raised on high
Some willlive, and some will die
The seas roll high, the billows roar,
But we will always love our Miramichi
On the Atlantic shore. -
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= peaple :
" here. The: hause was full, 1 filling <

PAGE 14 June 16,1979

byShamnme 5 4
Many gf the stories of the -
ealt [with

couldn’t sit still. Every sime - Even

SOMEOne Came up frofp the  ditlons, ne umgﬁ# up and .

breakwater, 1 braced my- frantic baili
self ‘to hear something ing took plice
about Bernie, but 'no one mMmen wmkmgf‘af‘
had anything ta telime.”" R
There was coffee to be .
Imude, miephnne c;ll]s ta be
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June 16

banquet
marks
flshlng
dlsaster

Ed Lahey

The New Bruuswlck Department -

-of Fisheries will be sponsoring a
June 16 banquet in memory o 35
hermen who lost their lives in
l:he Escumnac Disaster and 14 dis-
. aster survivors who have since
(- died, at the:Baie Ste. Anne Com-.

f munity Centre.

- The banguet is. being held to
. commemorate . the “25th ..
“‘anniversary of - the sea’ dlsaster
whxch ‘devasted fishing communi-
stiesin’ the Bay Ste Annef!ay du
Vm area.- ;

Banquet organmer Demsa MeIh
l:yre says over 500 invitations to the
¢ 7:00 p.m. labstér dinner have been

: issied. Included in the guest list
- are widows and children of thedis-

. aster victims, surwvors of the dis- ...

- aster, and fdam esofthasurﬂvors

¢ who have since

. tions to the memorial dinner. Mcln-

b tryihig to trace all the
élatives, many of whom havesince
Teéft the area,~and she hopes that
nobody has béen overlooked. -

Special. guestsh pected.to
 attend include -Premier Richard
| Hatfield, Senator Norbert Ther-

o s A ot ot
-.u._

i iault, ermmd Fisheries Minister -

[ilfan Gauvini, Northumberland-
iramichi 'MP. Maurice Dionne, .
r 34 "duy nMLARotger Wedge.

iquet will be followed by
: a_mncert by the Point Sapin music-

Peaple. iron;;aga{iar ‘away as Mon-.
l:eal haye already accepted invita- - .

z}’e the organizers havehada
flcult jo

) : “The following day, June 17, at

} 2:00 p.m., Rev. Alphonse Rmhard,
: of Baie Ste.-Anne, and Reév. David
Dean. of Bay du Vin, will conduct

; ; an ecumenical memorial service at

) the Escuminac Monument. The ser-

vice will be followed by the- hlea- -.

i| sing of the’ fleet. - -

" The 35 mén who were k:lled in
! the disaster were John Chapman,
: Albert Chaisson,” Alphonse Chais-
.-son, Adrien. Chhlssan,“nobert

1 Chaisson, William Chaisson, Fras-

ier Cook," Edgar ‘Daigle,. Charles

Gauvin; Arthur Kell: Hector Kel-

ly, Hugh Kelly; C]Jff‘m'd ]{mgston,
! Windsor Kingston; Amon ' Manuel,
>‘W1]11am] Manuel, Alonzo Martin,

» Andre Martin, Remi_ Martm,

“Alfred MacLenﬁhan, ‘George”

i McLeod, Allen Mills, Andrew

- Mills, Jean-Louis Richard, Jeffrey

* Richard, Lionel Richard, B,a hael .
i Rnbmhaud, Victor Roblchau ‘Leo
> Roy, Harold Taylor, Cunard Willis-

" ton, Eric Williston, Haley Willis-

 ton, Hajmes Will:stan, Oswald
’w:]hston.

! Survwors of the d:saster who

' have since died were Tommy Gar-

t:imer, -Leslie Lems, Roy Lloén 3 .'-

Bemard McIntyre
e, . Hector Rob: dide
ebeault, Gerard Turb ow’he
Wﬂhstqn, John T. Williston
. Williston, Milton’ wx’l.lmon, Sterl-
.ing W:ll:lscou, and 'l‘ommy Nowlan.

‘'al group,. Jeanne-Mance and her 2

, Comparions, and Ifreseutatmns to
“the widows or children of each of

! the disaster victims.

May 25, 1984
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i In Baie Ste. Anne

Banquet Saturday
‘marks disaster

The community of Baie Ste,
Anne will observe the 25th
anniversary of the Excumi-
nac disaster this weekendina

i series of commemorative
| events.

tims will be made sfter the

r, .

The banquet will be fol-
lowed by a cancert by the
Point Sapin singing group,
Jeanne-Mance and her Com-

*—w.The memorial waei&n_ﬁ_'____.g_a'nmn" % : -

“will begin with a lobster ban-
quet on Sarurday night at the
Baie Ste. Anne Community
Center. Approximately 500
inviraticens ro the com-
memorative banguet have
been issued.

The New Brunswick De.
parrment of Fisheries is spon-
soring the dinner with special
invirations going out 1o the
survivors of the disaster, and
their families, as well as the
families of cthe victims.

Family members from
across the Maritimes and
other parts of Canada are ex-
pected to be in attendance.

FPremier Hatfield has been
invited to attend the com-
memorative banquet which is
dedicated 1o the memory of
the 35 fishermen who died in
the June 1%, 1959 fishing dis-
aster.

Other invited guests in-
clude Senacor Norbert Ther-
iault, provincial fisheries
mirister Jean Gauvin, North-
umberland Miramichi MP
Maurice Dionne, and Bay du
Vin MLA Roger Wedge. Pre-
sentations to the widows or
children of the disaster wvic.

——

S ﬂ'ky,"..';‘!ia‘rurm\lr:!;tzy.:

is expected to turn out en
force for a special ecumenical
service at the Escuminac
Monument at 2 p.m. The ser-
vice will be cenducted by
Rev, Alphonse Richard and
Rev. David Dean of Bay du
Vin, and will be followed by
the annual blessing of the
fleet.

The 35 men who were killed
in the disaster were; John
Chapman, Albert Chaissan,
Alphonse Chaisson, Adrien
Chaisson, Roberr Chaisson,
William Chaisson, Fraser
Cook, Edgar Daigle, Charles
Gauvin, Arthur Kelly, Hector
Kelly, Hugh Kelly, Clifford
Kingston, Windsor Kingston,
Amon Manuel, William J.
Manuel, Alonzo Martin,
Andre Martin, Remi Martin,
Alfred MacLenaghan, Geoarge
McLeod, Allen Mills, Andrew
Mills, Jean-Louis Richard
Jetirey Richard, Lionel

ichar , Raphael Robichaud,
Victor Robichaud, Leo Roy,
Harold Taylor, Cunard Willis-
tan, Eric Willisron, Haley Wil-
liston, Haynes Williston and
Oswald Williston.

June 13, 1984
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Hang on b

Joanne Cadogan

Alphonse Doucetre recires
his account of events on Fri-
daw, june 19, 1959 wich the
tired tone of a man forced to
recell time and again the story
of the most terrifving few days
of his lifa.

While the Escuminac disas-
ter marks its 25th anniversary
this year, it is clear the events
of that horrible weekend atsea
still stand sharply in the minds
of the men who lived, and saw
their friends and neighbours
die, in the awesome storm.

“The storm had been brew-
ing for about a week,” Doucet-
te says. “The wind was our of
the Nozth East and it was fog-
gy, but nobody took much
notice. The weather report
didn’t give any indication of
what was to come.”

“My father, brother, Willy '

Maznuel and I went out that
momning berwean 2and 4inthe
morning. We hadn't been out

long when the wind started;

blowing harder. The sea was
high, but net oo bad, and we
decided o stay with our nets.”

Doucertte says fishermen try
to remain with their nets dur-
ing storms since the weight of
the nets in the warer act as an
added anchor in choppy seas.

“At about 5 a.m. the nets
broke off, aud we had to go our
looking for them. There was
debris floating arcund on the
top of the water, and it was dif-
ficulr to find them, but we did.
‘We set them again, bur at 7:30
they broke off again and this
ume we couldn’t find them.”

With the loss of the nets and
the anchor they provided, the
four men decided their best
bar was to head for harbour.
They did. On their way to Escu-
minac Point, the Doucettes,
aboard the Francine D, met
Placide Maclncyre pulling in
his nets. The Francine D p

up along side his boat see if
they could help.

While navi&ating the giant
waves was difficult, the Fran-
cine D evearually pulled up
alongside the Maclnryre boat
again. The wind and waves
were crashing so loudly con-
versation could not be heard.
Instead, the crew of the Fran.
cine D ser about helg(i}:g
MacIntyre pump out his T
When the job was dene, they
headed for shore again.

“As we were COming across
Escuminac Peint we passed
Clifford Kingston hauling in
his nets. We tried to gerover1o
him zo halp but he was too close
to shore, and the sea was too
rough. We couldn't stay there.”

The Kingston boar sank on
the stormy shoals that morn-
ing. Clifford Kingston and his
brother Windsor drowned.

As the Francine D continued
its journey home, iz met
another boat with Bernie and
Cyril Jenkins aboard. They
appeared to be baving wouble
getting their motor started so,
again, the Francine D halted,
and pulled alongside to help.

= ¥“While we were there, we de.
cided to pur more gas in the
tank. The storm was at its peak
arthis point 2nd we didn’t want
to run out of gas in the shal-
lows. My brother and 1 went be.
low to EBt S0me gas as our
father turned our head intothe

sea."”

While the Francine D had
managed to navigate the all
waves up to this poine, it was
then that her luck rar out. The
boat climbed the rall wave asic
rose but could not reach the
peak, Instead, midway up the
wave, the boar flipped over
backward in the water.

“I heard my father shout,
‘Hang on boys, we've had it".
The next thing { knew the
cabin was under warer and the
seg was rushing in,” Doucer
says. S

Alphonse and his brother,
Everett, managed to contrgl
their panic, and waited for the
cabin to fill before arrerapting
their escape, 1t was just a mat-
ter of seconds. The two bartled
their way to the surface.

“Just as we go: outside, the
boar started turning over. I

abbed on to the side of her,
; ut my brother, Evvy, was

washed away.”

When the waves subsided a
bit, Alphonse sighted his
brocher several hundred feet
@way In the water,

“I coaxed him back. He said
he couldn't make it, but I kept
his arrention and talked him
in"

As his brother drew closar,
Alphorse grabbed arope hand-

led crate floating by aad
shoved it in Everert’s direc-
tion. The 14 yearold boy grab-
bed the crate, and his 17 vear
old brother haulad him back o
the sinking boar.

Father sinking

Soon afier this exhaustive
effore the two hoys sighted
their father dog paddiing his
way to the boa;, While the two
thought he would sink before
teaching the hatrered Fran-
cine D, he evengyally did reach
the ship, grabbing the posts on
the cabin where the wind.
shieid had oncs heen.

The seas ¢onzinued to coll
and toss as these attempts at
surival went on, the cabin ris-
ing and falling in the wacer
with each wave,

“Every time rhe Doar moved
down we lus: sizhe of sur
father. Wher rhe boat came up
again, he was grill hanging on

st the pogse My 'd tosg his false
teeth up on the deck, and let
the water spill qut of his meuth
and lungs. Thes he'd pur his
taeth back in and the boat
would go under again®
“As seon as I got in the boat
Bernie took a bigsea. [ think he
was too busy irying to ger me
cut of the water to éven see it
coming., The boatr was
swamped,” Doucette says.

The five men aboard started °

bailing the boar sut, but just as
the floor was almast free of wa-
ter a second wave hir,
smashing five dmbers on her
side, filling her with water
again. The boat was almast
completely full of warer this
time, so low in the water that
two buoys in the back lifred up
and floated away.

This f;vgve kn;:‘cked the
motor off its g, dousing
the wires, making it impossible
tostart. In a desperare battle ro
ki off the dangarous shoal

the men bailed out the
boar, ar the same trme arremp-
dngto head her out and toward

Escuminac. This was difficulc -
with the boat filling with warer °

every 20 minutes or so.

By this time it was early |

aftarnoon. One of the soggy
crew members spotted the
Escuminac Roman Catholic
church about a mila in the dis-
tance. It was the first sighring
of land by any aboard thar day.

With no moter, the men
drifted at sea into the earl
evening, By & p.n. they ha

ifred down as far as the most
distant bouy at Point Escumi-
nac. By this rime they had been
able to ser the mozor back in its
e&_ia‘ce. and dry off the poinzs.

en the shaflower watars be-
came “rmessy” again, the seven
man ship headed into the cal-
mer waters of the 31. Lawrence
Serait.

With all the wood aboard too
wet ta burn, the men set fire to
their rubber rire bumpers for
warrnth. While the tires wouid
be needed ro cushion the boat

from the dockside when shere. |
turned o harbor, their need to-’

survive was greater.

Bernje and Cyril jenkins
pulled up aleng side the bar-
tered Francine D, their baat
battling her way siowly
through the storm tossed sea.

“Barnie was at the wheel and
Cyril had a rope in his hand.
C 'w the rope ence, but
it went {uo far behind the boat
and I had to wave him off. The
séa was so big if you missed
once you had to urn and come
back again.” 4

‘On the second run, Cyril tos-
sed the rope directiy into
Alphonse's hands. He tied the
rope argund his brother, and

ushed him forward as the
enkins brochers hauled onthe
other end.

With Everert safely aboard
the Jenkins rurned in the wa-
ter and made another rescus
attempe. Alphonse caught the
rope again, and chis time
turned to his father,

Today
I am boss

“My father wanted me 1o
take it, but the way I saw it he
had a family and I didn't. I
turned to him and said, *You
are captain, bur today, I am

-boss.” [ put the rope around

him, and ke was too weak from
taking in water to even help.

Evy and Cyril hauled him
cver.”

The seas became more wi-
cious, the waves higher and the
wind sharper. The boat had to
float some distance away be-
forereturning to pull Alphonse
from the wacter.

“I didn't know if they were
go]ng to ke able ro make it

ack, I was thinking maybe
they couldn't when [ turned in
the water and saw William.”

William Manuel, 72, had
been in the cabin when the
boat flipped ever, but in the

anxious moments fu[]cmi:f,'
Yy

the Doucertes had tempora
forgotten their companion.

*As the cabin rose out of the
water, I could see William hob.-
bing there, his head slit from
ear toear. He never even knew
what heppened. He must have
been dead before we hit the
water.” Doucerte savs.

“That gor my atteniion for a
bic.”

Before Alphonse kniew it. the
Jenkins brothers were back,
tessing him a rope and pulling
tim aboard. Bur their collec-
tive adventure was not over
yerL

Battle the sea

The boar continued o fill
with water every 20 minnres,
and, exhausted, cold and hun-
gry, the men conrinued cheir
battle against the encreuching
sea, They cooksd some of the
salmnn which had not bean
sweptaway in the buar's many
dips in the sea and tried o take
turns sleeping and bailing.
Their rest was firfull.

Usizng Jenkins nezs, the men
concinued to fish, throwing the
nets in the water more for sta-
bilicy than for che wealth of sal-
mon swimming there.

By Sunday the warer had
calmed enough to head for
home. ;

“The first boat wa saw was
Alvin Turbide's. He's my un-
cle,” Doucstre says. “First he
asked if we were all there, if
the family was accounted for.
When we said yes. he said,
‘Then Jack, go straight home,
your wife is going crazy’.” ;

Alphonse says the memory :
of the disester has haunted |
him, makincg every night spent |
ar sea for the past ZE years a i
less comfortable one. I

But he continues to fish fora |
living. 4'

“1 just remember the one :
thing I learned on those two °
nights ~— to respect the sea...
She has the power of life or
deazh, and she uses it," he says. |

oys, we've had it

$861 ‘€1 2unp
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MONUMENT REMAINS -As haun‘r—-i- ermen of Escummac is a tribu’re ’rc)
ing 'a symbol today as it was when it the 35 men.who lost their lives in a!

A

Was .
this fgl_e photo show the%hree Fish- f;

P vy

shmg : boafs

irst unveiled :June“19, 1969, as ~ freak storm which swamped

their -

|
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TWENTY—FIFTH ANNIVE RS_ARY The 251!1 annwersary
of ‘the Escuminac fishing disa ter will be marked at a
dinner June 16 at Baie Ste. Anne. Aphonse Doucet, who was
28 years-old at the time of the dmasfer, received a Queen’s
Commendaﬁon for Bravery for saving his father John and
a brother aboard the ‘Francine D’ in 1959. :
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35 Fishermen Drowned In Sudden Storm 1

nmversary Of Dlsasten

Stories were told of the
brave and bold,

How herpes were born
that day:

Men who braved the wind
and waves

Out on the Miramichi
Bay.

Oh, wicked waves! Oh,
wailing wind!

{Bernadstie Keating)

By HEATHER
DUNSMUIR

Stafl Writer

Twenty-five years ago on
June 19, 1959, the waves at
the outer edge of the Mira-
michi Bay pounded the
shoreline and the jetsam on
the beach was not the usual
bits of driftwood. Among its
wreckage were the ruins of
fishing boats hurled ashore

i by a cruel sea to shatter the °

peace of the fishing village
of Escuminac.
Thirty-five men,
members of a 54-boat fleet,
set sail to fish the salmon-
rich waters of the Gulf of
St. Lawrence, drowned on
that day in a tragedy still
remembered by the com-
munity, located about 50 ki-
lometres east of Chatham.
The 25th anniversary of
the sea disaster will be
marked Saturday, June 18
at 8 p.m. at a dinner in the
recreation centre in nearby
Baie Ste. Anne hosted by
the local bicentennial com-
mittee of Escuminac and
Fisheries Minister Jean
Gauvin.
The dinner is not only a
requiem for the dead, but a

tribute to the survivors of
the disaster and inspira-

tion it generated.
The Miramichi Bay had a

eold, grey look, and there

- was a stiff breeze blowing
: when the men of Escu-
- minac sef sail about 3 p.m.
- on June 19. After supper in

the early evening the wind
picked up, although by 10
p.m, there was still no indi-
cation from weather offi-

. cials of the squall to come.
{The boats, loaded with

their salmon catches, were
caught unawares during
the early morning hours by
a T70-mile-an-hour hurri-
cane, The winds heaved the
Gulf water and Miramichi
Bay into 30 and 40-foot
clouds of fog and spray.

The morning of June 20,
anxious villagers ringed
the wharf waiting for word
of the disaster. The sea re-
turned the battered boats
and some of the bodies, but
it was from the living that
the tales of the night’s hor-
ror and their attempts to
battle the sea to reach their

_drowning friends and

nei rs became known.

. “You have no idea in God’s
. almighty world how terri-

tying it was,"” survivor Ber-
nie Jenkins said in a state-
ment  which made
headlines a&cross the
country.

Only one man among the
35-men had life insurance.
None of the destroyed fish-
ing boats was insured, nor
was the fishing gear. Twen-

ty widows were lef‘i to sup-

tional legacy of public reac- | PO 83 children. For the

parents of unmarried
members of the fishermen,
much of their income was
lost.

The need for immediate
relief prompted Frederic-

* ton Daily Gleaner Publish-

er Michael Wardell to es-
tablish the New Brunswick
Fishermen's Disaster
Fund.

General Manager of The
Datly Gleaner Des Sparling
has administered the fund
for the past 25 years. It was
established, he explained,
by contributions totalling
$438,000. That money, in
vested over the years,
made relief payments to
the victims of the disaster,
helped replace nets and
equipment, and provided
for education of the child-
ven of the lost men of Escu-
minac.

Most of the fund, Mr.
Sparling outlined, was set
aside to provide a monthly
pension of $50 to the widows
ieven if they remarried).
Today, he said, there are
still 18 widows receiving
payments from fund, Last
year, Mr. Sparling ex-
plained, the fund generated
enough revenue to increase
the eriginal $50 payment {o
$100 per month, At Christ-
mas, the interest on the
tund alse allows for a $100

. bonus on the normal pen

sion. Originally, the fund .

also paid $10 a month to
each child under the age of
18. The sons and daughters
of the men of Fscuminac,
however, are adults and
those contributions have
ceased.

Vill Be Marked

The remarkable aspect
of the Fishermen's Disas-
ter Fund was the interna-
tional suppert it received.
The first donation to the
1959 fund was $5,000 from
the late Lord Beaverhrook.
Queen Elizabeth II and
Prince Philip broke with
royal tradition to make a
personal contribution to the
fund, Roman Catholic and
Protestant churches made
donations. Pope John
XXII1 put up $2,000 and in-
dustrialist K.C. Irving con-
tributed $5,000.

The Province of New
Brunswick donated $25,000
toward the relief and within
six months the fund was

. nearly built up to its goal of
. $440,000. It was an interna-

tional response to a local

" disaster of hitter effect.

Ten years after the Escu-

¢ minac tragedy a seven-foot
! high sculpture by

artist
Ciaude Roussel of Moncton
was unveiled. The lime-

. stone sculpture depicting

three fishermen has prob-
ably been the subject of

" more photographs than any

ather singie thing on the
Miramichi. It remains a
haunting symbol today to
the northeastern communi-

ty of the triumph of cour-
age over fear and the pow-

er of the sea.

@
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SURVIVED STORM Roiand Wllllstun, was of one 1he
survivors of the 1959 Escuminac fishing dlsaster. Five oth-
er Williston relatives perished in the 1959 storm. The anni-
versary of the tragedy is being marked this monfth,
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Fishing Disaster Recalled

— 25 Years Ago 35 Men Were Lost

By HEATHER DUNBMUIR
Staff Writer

BAIE-STE.-ANNE — Violet Kingston
hugged the certificate with her husband’s
name upon it close to her breast and wept,
remembering the morning 23 years ago
when he left for work never to return
again.

That June 19, 1959 day when her hus-
band, Windsor, a Baie-Ste.-Anne fisher-
men set out to fish Gulf of St. Lawrence
salmon, “‘my life ended,” she says.

For 17 other women, the remaining wid-
ows of a total 35 fishermen who drowned in
a freak storm in the early morning hours of
June 20, a weekend of remembrance
brought back some of the old hurt.

The drive from Chatham to Escuminac
is 50 bleak kilometres of woods and water.
There are few houses; moose and deer
elaim the right-of-way on the roads. Baie-

Ste.-Anne and Escuminac are neighbors,
three kilometres apart, and it was from the
barren harbor of Escuminac on the Mira-
michi Bay that 51 fishermen set forth about
3 p.m. June 19, 1959 to spend the evening
and night drift-netting salmon. The
weather reports were good, but through
the night the winds squalled to 70-kilo-
metres per hour. The boats in the Gulf
were battered by 30 to 40-foot waves and by
morning most had been smashed by the
sea. Those that could, tried to save the
others, but by morning enly 16 men had

* lived.

More than 300 people streamed into the
pallid light of the community centre in this
Northumberland County community near
Chatham for a cold plate dinner Saturday.
The work-roughened came in old clothes,
others shook the moths from ancient thin-
lapelled suits, and the younger donned par-
ty clothes, It was a strange mixture of

DR "

generations brought together to honor the
gra:;ery of the survivors and courage of the
ead.

Violet Kingston’s last child, Windsor, is
24. He was born after his father’s death and
unlike his mother, there are no shadows of
remembrance in his clear, youthful eyes.
He never knew his father and even mark-
ing the anniversary of the sea disaster is
not enoilgh to give him a sense of his own
past. Her eyes do not search his for tears
she knows will not be there.

The decision by the local bicentennial
committee of Escuminac to recall the sea
disaster by a dinner and then a Sunday
ceremony at a monument to the fishing
tragedy was greeted with hesitation by
Mrs. Kingston. She was not sure whether to
attend. Still cradling the framed commen-
dation to her lost husband, she said Satur-
day she was pleased she had come. “It’s
kind of sad, but it’s a nice gesture.”

She said she will ‘never forget” the kind-
ness of Daily Gleaner Publisher Michael
Wardell in establishing the Fishermen’s
Disaster Fund, a fund which provided
neede assistance to the families of the
dead. Brig. Wardell took Mrs. Kingston
and her family of eight to Ontario to publi-
cize the tragedy and solicit donations fo
establish the fund. “He was a kind man,”
she said softly.

Established by $438,000 worth of dona-
tions, including a $5,000 start given it by

“

N
SR O mn M AN B an AN U TR N B N EaE =

Lord Beaverbrook, plus personal dona-
tions from Queen Elizabeth II, Pope John
XXI11 and industrialist K.C. Irving, the
fund centinues to support the widows of the
Escuminac fishermen.

At the dinner Saturday, Premier Rich-
ard Hatfield praised Brig. Wardell's con-
tribution. Premier Hatfteld said the news-
paper publisher told him prior to his death
that he considered the establishment of the
fund his most important centribution to
New Brunswick.

Speaking directly of the disaster,.Pre-
mier Hatfield said it *‘was a tragedy, but it
is also an example of what it means to be a
New Brunswicker. We have, as New
Brunswickers, to be proud of the men who
went out to sea and in the couvse of doing
what they had been doing to make a living,
did not survive.”

“Fishermen are survivors, 1 think they
will always survive,”” Bay du Vin MLA
Roger Wedge (PC) said. Nature, he said, is
responsible for the livelihood of the com-
munity and both gives and takes away.

Roger Pichette, fishevies minister in
Hugh John Flemmings Tory cabinet in
1859, reflected on the events of the disaster.
“My friends, it is right to remember, lest
we forgel the story...and that story is an
epic which sheuld warm the ears of New
Brunswickers and make them proud of the
hardy race who are New Brunswick’s fish-
ermen."

6861 ‘g1 2ung
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Emma Martin accepts a certificate from  ificates to families of the victims at a din.*
'Premier Richard Hatfield marking the per held in Baie Ste. Anne Saturday mght.
death of her son Remi in the 1959 Escumi- ' (Elizabeth Hanton p!mto)

nac d:saster. The premmt pmented cer-
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Premler pICkS Escummac
over L/beral conventlon

At least one major politi-

- cian was not glued to his

% . television set on Saturday
~ night waitingfor the results-

. of the federal Liberal lead- -

ership convention.

Instead, Premier Iﬁchardi
Hatfield(n Progressive Con-

sen"ahve} was in the com-
munity of Baie Ste. Anne,

helping to commemorate .
the Escuminac fishermen’s °
! disaster of 1959.

" There, Hatfield presented
.framed certificates to fami-

‘lies of the disaster victims.
-They were inscribed in

memory of the brave fisher-
men lost their lives, in -
_the hope future generations

"wou!d remember thexr cour- 5

. Premier Richard Hatfield presentx Mau-
"%: reen Chaisson with a certificate com-
memomung her father's death in the Escu-
¢ minac dmaster ZSyears ago. Fa.mizes of the

age and de:emmanon. _
The distance from the

Ottawa Civic Centre seemed
~more than ]&I&ogmphm on

Sa.mrdai
For the time being at
least, those gathered at the

Baie Ste. Anne community
.centre had put aside

thou ts of the leadership

Most arrived soon after
the announcemerit of the

going on in.Ottawa. -

‘first ballot results a!ﬂmugh

there was little talk of it.
There were no radios in

"evidence at the diriner and

no-one appeared to duck out

to -check the'latest word

from the convention floor.
Ncmne seemed in anyreal

.alliances -
which pelitical careers had ;

hurry to dimmwhlt Was.

happening in Ottawa, what
d been formed,
beeri made or destroyed.
By Sunday morning, Escu-
nunacwas prohabl{_ uzzing
with talk about Turner’s
quick victory, his possible

.cabinet and the prospects

for an early election.
Premier Hatfield was
probably trying toassess the

simpact of a new Liberal
* leader on New Brunﬂvmk’

fortunes. -

But at least for Saturday
night, they looked instead to
the past, to remember that
stormy night in 1959.

‘disaster victims received the certificates at
a dinner held Saturday night in Baie Ste, :
Anne. (Elizabeth Hanton phota} -
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SHY LADY - A shy Dorcas Martfin ducked behind, this
cerhftcate honoring her husband Andre Mrs. Martin was
one of 18 widows of fishermen killed in a sudden storm June
19, 1959, The 25th anniversary of her husband’s death and
the Escuminac sea disaster was marked at a dinner in
Baie—S’te —Anne Sa\‘urdav (Dewey Photo, Chatham)
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Disaster inspired

e 1
e ——ra

writer to pen verse

! e s of Newcastle and took advan-
{ In the early 60s whilst serv-  !age of the opportunity to re-
ling as a 20 year old third . visit Baie Ste-Anne.

:mate on the Donaldson Line | _ Although the village had:
‘cargo vessel m/v “Sontona,” [ | changed a little in the in-
«chanced 1o make a voyage to ~ ISIVening years, it brought
i 2 _ : back instant memories of my
| On that occasion X and.a. previous visit and I stopped
‘few other crew members had 2! the monument erected to
‘the good fortune to be taken  the memory of those who

by the ship’s agent on & car ;| Were lost, to pay my respects.
tour of the surrounding area. ; _ I though not a narive of -

. Iregret that1 have long i New Brunswick, was moved-
since forgotten the name of | 0 péen these few wordsasa

* host but 1 do recall the trip | the subject. As promised I i
- vividly and for this I thank ~ have enclosed my verse. ,
i him sincerely. ] B i '
i, Although we saw several in- ~ Yours sincerely, :
* teresting sights, my mast im- . |  Francis C. Nicol
' pressive memory of thatr -+~ | Brossard, Quebec

| ;

bright Sunday afternoon was
. the village of Baie Ste-Anne.
: Qur visit occurred about
one year after the disaster
and our tFuide explained the
painful details of that fateful
night. : i
. Last year I had occasion to
 attend a function in the port

died, but also to those who !
survived to grieve.

The memory of that beauti-
ful but hauntingly sad village
(not at all unlike rhe small
fishing villages of the remote
areas of my native home,
Scotland) will remain with
me forever.

As you will perhaps remem- |
ber 1 also visited your office
when I was in Newcastle last

" year and I thank you for
allowing me the use of your
archives to do researchon | i
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i Miramichi
to - liesa v:ﬂage whlchknows

L estless sea

- be deaid

June 19, 1985

“Just South{ of the Ba:e of

eep -despair
. where the crash uf the eyer

e se
ﬁshers who live there ="
_-area brged_ _that dlffgr by

ycnur arimchair .
“ but rather the

Ton the murrow sof;nan_v’d

L TP NG RS Sy S

mpest approached - ,
_un.hegded by.those in '-he'

|+ -thes i'nany the. small ;hoat
wss hmached

‘From the: N’ur east the tem- i







The Escuminac Disaster

her fury

June 20, 1959 — a day_when nature vent

Ry Yvon Gauvin
Siafl Reporler

ESCUMINAC (Special) —
‘he sea, as any sailor can tall
vu, is an nnforgiving mistress
wever to be Laken for granted —
one moment she's gentle and
serene; the next a wild lempest
oszing men amd boats about
ike o many playthings in an
hogry child's hands.

. No one, leasl of gl those who
¢ live by the sea, can allow them-
stdves 1o be Julled by her gentle

Bicic [or, every so often, she will
xact her price for this compla-
ency. And it can be a terrible
price.

This is a story of just such a
ragedy and the heavy loll ex-
cled on a small New Bruns-
ick fishing community 27
ears ago yesterday,
Thirty-live salmon [isher-
men, most of them from Baje
fle. Anpe and Escuminac, per-
hed Jume 20, 1935 when
aught up in the unrelenting
vy of a sca unleashed in what
has since coine fa he known as
e Escuminae Disaster.
Many maore could have died
Bul for their determination, the
ravery of compatriols and

sheer luck, say survivers.

A monumment to the memory
[ the dead todiy maintains a
brely vigil — a symbnal of the
rayer thal never again must
e ecsmmunity know such tra-

gedy,
Qut of the chaos rose stories
f bravery and devotion, of a
on passing a lifeline 1o his fa-
har, knowing that he could be
% swepl away al any moment,
and of a captain foresaking his
gwn safoly io reach fellow fish-
nen i imminent Janger of
nwhing,
“Thore were an awful lot of
4 brave boys Lthrough that disas-
F ler,” 79-year-old Bernia Jen-
ins of Ezcuminae rocalled this
eclt, Many of them were just
. deserving of bravery
ards as he was, he says.
Jenking and nephew Fyil
Jenkins were awarded the Bri-
sh Empire Medal in recogni-
an jor saving the lives of Baie
e. Anne fisherman Jack Douy-
et and his leshage sons Al-
% phonse and Everelt from cer-
[ain death.
Jack Doucel today readily
mits that had Jenkins' boat
ol been in the vicinity o res-
F cue them, he and his sons
would surely have perished as
d William Manuel, the fourth
an aboard the Doucet boat,

abin when a huge wave cap-
sized the small craft.

Daucet and sons inanaged (o
vim back to the overlurned
bl to cling Lenaciously te its
1l againsl the torrent and
rigid waters of Northumber-

land Strait.

Y Jenking snys he saw the Dou-
L aal swamped by gigantic
aves. The boals were lrying

fo ride oul the storm. There
was danger in moving — not
only from the 20 to i¢-foot
waves crashing over their
heads, but also from the exten-
sive debris and fishing nets al-
ready litlering the area. Some
nets reached three-quarters of
a mile long, he says.

- A jammed propeller would
anly worsen an already dire sit-
ualion, he says.

It Ifterall;.r tonk hours to
reach and rescue those strand-
ed fisherinen, Jenkins says.

“Iost a lot of friends, friends
1 went to school with, fought
with, fished with."”

Only a few of the missing
were never found,

"It wag & dreary affair for
some weeks. We didn't know
when we were going Lo run
across a body floating in the
sca or caught up in the nets,™
he says,

“1 think that you can gel
scared enough that can't
get scared anvinore. [t seerned
like there was always some-
thing to give you strenpgth. It
Just wasm't our (ime, I sup-
pose," he muses.

Jenkins says he fought the
seas to manoeuvie his boal
near the capsized Doucet boat.
Cyril Jenkins then threw Al-
phonse Doucet 2 lifeline. The
17-year-pld instead passed the
line lo his 14-vear-oid brother,
Everett. The next time he un-
selfishly gave the line to his 43-
vear-gld lather,

Jenkins says the violent sea
then separated the two hoats
and it was a good half-hour be-
fore he could turn hiz boat
around and appreach Alphonse
for another (ry, Alghanse was
one yery courageous lad, says
Jenkins.

It was late murning by this
time and the five got to work
trying to bail st Jenkine' own
boal.

He says il took about six
hours Lo {inish the job and be-
E;r; the lask of restarting the

t engine, A fire was kept
burning te keep everyone
warm, but there was no food.

When the engine was finally
started, the decision te head
ot to open sea to ride out the
-irml. of the storm was taken,
and remaining nets were cast
in the hopes of getting salmon.
The end result was two salmeon
to divide among five people, he

says.

'{she storm f{inally calmed by
carly evening. The crew re-
mained at sea looking for lost
gear and nets before returni
to port jale on the mm’ningrﬁ'
June 21.

That was the worst part, savs
Jack Doucel. There onc saw

e death and desiruction —
the tragedy in its fullness, he
says, Theses “ean give you life
and can fake your life,” says
Douget,

“When we were young, we

weren't afraid, We didn't know
hetler.”".

Doucet retired five years ngo
after 50 years of fishing. Only
one of his nine sons has taken
up the profession.

However, such that is nol a
reflection on the profession ot
love of sea but of the limita-
tions imposed on the fishery, he
says. Doucet has 13 children.

I was born 50 years too ear-
ly,” he says of today's modern
equipment and boats. 1t was
quite different 27 years ago
when fishermen set out Lo fish
the Strait in the open boeais,
same as small as 32 feet. "it's
only a picnic today,” he says.

There was no hint of the fury
that lay ahead when fishermen
left port, just fog that had set.
tled on the area three days ear-
lisr and slight easterly winds,
he says. No one expected a
storm, confirms Jenkins.

“It was lke a small hurri-
cane. By the time we realized
(the strength of the a che
ing storm), it was too late,” he
says. The roar of the wind and
sea was like that of a trajn

rushing interminably past you, ’

fve says.

He remembers watching an-
other fishing boat steam away
from him in the midst of the
storm and losing sight of the
hoat's 15-foot mast in the
trough of a huge wave Jess than
50 yards away befare it finally

emerged again.

"“It's a good friend and & bad
enemy, like fire,”" he says.
“There's an awful lot to learn
about the ocean.” ;

And vet, after 37 years ‘of
fishing, including several other
similer “predicaments,” he
says he wouldn't hesitate to do

it all over again.

"Everyone takes a chance™
in whatever they do, he says.

No one gave up fishing after
the disaster. It was a way of
life — the only way of life for
many, he says.

The June 20, 1959 edition of
The Monelon Transeript re-
ported 65 mile-an-hour winds
overnight had smashed lobster
traps piled up on the Point du
Chene wharf, tossed about and
beached several fishing boats

- in the immediate area and

dropped 1'%-inches of rain
overnight over the southeast-
ern region. Nowhere was there
any hint of the tragedy unfold-

i[!:“i in the small but picturesque
“fis

iing villages further morth.

The nex! editions, however,
spilled over with accounts of
bodies washing ashore and
searches for others; slories of
the [amilies wailing, hoping
loved ones had survived; and
slories of the storm’s destrue-
tive force,

The June 22 edition of The
Moncton Transeript told of the
13th bodE- washing ashore and
efforts Lo pinpoimnl just how
many fishing boats had left on
that fateful might.

An Escuminac boat, its su-
Fer&lructure ripped apart, was
wund flealing off Pointe Sapin,
40 miles away, with no sign of
the owner and his nephew.

Boats were brought in to

drag the Miramichi Boy area
wtil&fe RCMP acndﬂ!!i(.‘ei‘ﬁ‘m
nearby CFB Chatham h
with a)i;rial reconnaissance and
foot patrols along area
beavhes.

Twenty-two boals were sRot-
ted floating or sunk in shallow
waters skirting the shores
between Escuminac and Riehi-
bucts by the next night.

“Some were washed ashore,
others lay sunken in shallow in-
shore waters, Some drifted
aimlessly upside down,” said
oneg HBWH‘?EIPH account, ‘Waves
estimated at 50 to 60 feel jn
height were seen crashing

inst breakwaters,

e fleet was [ured into the

storm by one of the best salmon
catches of the decade, says one
retired fisherman. It was the
worst disaster he had ever wit-
nessed.
- The “nor'easter”’ wiped outa
third of the Miramichi area
salmon fleet of 66 licenced
boats when it struck.

The 5 p.m. ADT June 19
weather regiorl from Halifax
gave no hint of the approaching
storm. The first real warnings
were received by private radio
stations in & 10 p.m. furécast,
long after fishermen had set
out for their grounds. None of
the boats carried any kind of
radio, including marine receiv-

ers.

Listed as dead or missing
were fishermen from Baie Ste,
Anne, Bay du Vin, Manuels,
Kouchibouguae, Black River,
St. Ma and as far as La-
meque and Howard’s Cove,
PE.L

Weary survivors told of her-
oism and terrar.

One acepuant in the June 22
edition told of Edward Cool of
Howard's Cove, P.E.L., then 28
and already a seascned fisher-
man, fishing off Escuminac
with his €0-year-old father,
Fraser Cook.

Several waves swamped the
boat, knocking out sails and en-

rie, then capsiciog and gl

ng it. It was W, said the

ounger Cook, (hat he 1iohed
self to the boal's must,

I sung out two or ithree

times for bim (his father ) to e

himself to the mast. But hoe -

kept working at the enging,

A hi% wave canie over aml -

washed the old man overboard.
I'never saw him again,” he told
reporiers.

A few minutes in the foigid
waters of the Northunberland
Strait would have been salfi-
cient, ¢laimed veteran fisher-
men.

Marie Chiasson, then 24, was
among thuse Lo molrn, Hae ta-
ther, Willlam Chiasson, 17, il
brothers, Adrien, 13, and Al
phonse, 18, were missing and

resumed drowned. Her father

d launched into this new ca-
reer two months previously,
b d I:X the clauns of his
bro , Albert, she saiil

Albert Chiasson was also
among the missing.

The communifies were loid
bare by the weight of the tra-
gedy.

A disasterr relief fnd wis
started with severa!l mmdead
thousands of dellars colleeled
Then New Brunswick premier,
Hugh Jehn Flemming, and
Lieutenant-Governor J. Leus
ard O'Brien personally visiterd
the region 1o hear firsl hand of
the disaster.

Messages of condplence, in-
cluding from Buckingham Paj-
ace, Governor-Geneval Vincent
Massey and Prime Minisier
John Diefenbaker poured inlo
the region,

Queen Elizabeth and Prince
Philip met with the widaws and
chlldl:eﬂ at Point du Cliene lale
in July, 1959, during the last leg
of a eross-Canada tour, Lo offor
their condolences personally.

Jenkins was one of those Lo
meet the Queen and Prince just
before they boarded L HLY
gntanm'a anchored in Shadiae

ay.
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Bernie Jenkins reads newspaper accounts of thé day'that chmmcled the storm’s destruc--
non At bottom of phote is the British Empn'e Medal Jenkins - received e Ynow o
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May 28, 1987

" Bernard L. Jenkins

B L T

Medal of honor
recipient dead

ESCUMINAC (Speeial) — Ber-
nard L. Jenkins, who received a
medal of honor for bravery during
the Escuminac Disaster of 1959,

died Wednesday on arrival at Ho-
tel Dieu Hospital, Chatham. He
was 80.

On June 20, 1939, 35 salmon fish-
ermen lost their lives to a furious
storm which has come to be
known as the Escuminac Disas- |
ter. Jenkins was among those
area fishermen awarded a British
Empire Medal in recognition of
his efforts that helped save other
fishermen.

Born in Eel River Bridge, he
was a son of the late Alexander
and Mary Margaret (McDonald)
Jenkins, He was a fishermen and
a pioneer of the co-operative
movement in Baie Ste Anne,

He is survived by his wife, Alda
Arseneault; a son Orville of Saint

"John; a brother, Fithelbert of Eel

River Bridge; two sisters, Mary
Jenl;ins-and Grace Jenkins, both |

L ]

of Eel River Bridge; four grand-
E?i]dren and two great-grandehil-
en.

The body is at the Baie Ste Anne
Boman Catholie Church, where
funeral mass will be celebrated

Saturday at a time to be an-

nounced. Arrangements are in
care of Maher’s Funeral Home,
Chatham. -
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By Cathy Carnahan
Correspondent

BAIE STE. ANNE (Special) — Thirty-five years ago Leocade
| Daigle was a 32-year-old wife and mother of five lively children.

i ta go fshking.

About 3 p.m. on the aftermoon of June 13, 1959, her husband,
Edgar, left the house with their oldest child and only son, Rheal,

Eheal always wanted to go on the boat with his dad, she recalled
in a recent interview, but when the two got to the Escuminac
whaf? that afternoon and Edgar saw how stormy the sea looked,
be brought the 10-year-old boy back home. .

It was a decision that Leocade was to thank God for in her
gra ers for many years after. Because te,i the next da{.ermur

usband's dead body had been brought ba

tc shore for

identify, and she knows she came close to lesing both of them.
As it was, within 24 hours her whole life turned upside down.
“1 was to become both father and mother tp my ciuldren,” she
says now, struggling siowly and tearfully to articulate the memao-
ries. “I struggled and I was lonely. It was an awful ragedy, but I
was good to my children. I knew my first duty was to them.”
Leocade’s story is not unlike many of the women who waited in

vain that night for their men to come home. In all, 54 boats had
drifting.

left Escuminac wharf

fishermen.

were washed ashore; others were never found.

— The women who waited

EDITOR'S NOTE: Thirty-.
five years ago this month,
the worst fishing disaster. - 7
New Brunswick hasever '
known occurred. In the af~
termath of a viciois starm -
- thathit the Gulf of St. Law-
rence off Escuminac, there |
| Teaving 58 widows, 0 tather-
. Jeaving ows, &3 ralaer-
Jess children, and mare than .
* 80 mathers grieving on the
_ shore. The clase-kait com-
. munity has beer forever
searred by this tragedy, an
. ail these years later, the:
families who endired the-
. paincan barely talk about’ ..
it. Iz this first of 2 four-part.
Series, correspondent Cathy

o

that afterncon to ge salmon drifting. By Ca:mbﬁvﬁmmmsam
nightiall a vicious windstorm blew In over the Guif of St. Law- ' people whose wera - -
ref,ce. smashing boats to tits and snuffing the lives out of the : forever by the devil
. sed that night. She focuses
When the borror stopped, 15 men and bays had died, leaving 36 - on ‘;I:be wimn.wganwgif- i
grieving widows and 83 fatherless children. Some of the victims i G U e B
(See LIFE Page 5)
There were others like Edgar ~,onlication atﬁntﬁnrﬁ]jng; but I

{Continued {rom Page 1)

The effects of the disaster can
still be seen, aven though life ap-

- pears oo the surface o have re-
turned

te normal. Nothing was
ever the same afterwards, women

interviewed for this serjes said.
“I had the pain of losing my hus-

band and the pair of seeing my -

children with no dad, because he
was awfully good to the kids'
Leocade said. "It took me two

years to start rebuilding my life .
! witheut my husband, s [ ecould

" say I was living my life alone.

“It wasn't easy. [ couldn't sleep
bere with my five children at
night. We went next door and
stayed with my parents, I had

_gand parents. Without them, 1

don't know what I would have

e,

“1 slept at my parents for a long
time, and when the children got
older, 1 stayed there,” she said.

She remembers the day and
night oﬁ] :h;mdisnt&r. and gs mo-
ments leading up to it vividly,
even though the memories are

inful. She said the salmon had

scarce that spring, but on
June 18, there had been a good run
and Er brought in 35 salmen

t

The promise of a good cateh and
some extra cash lured many a
fisherman to the sez the next
night despite the storm. she said.
Somne, in fact, had left the wharf
b:fge any storm warning was is-
s

who had no fear.
“It was hig trade, fishing, and it

didn't bother him to go if it was -
sto or not," Leocade said.

“He had his gwn boat that night. [
thunk it was the Rhezl, and he had
one of my cousins fishing with
him. Thev were the first ones to
come ashore, but he was dead
when he arrived at the shore.”

tin,
‘When they told me a lot came
in alive, but my husband was

dead, that was hard for me to ac- |

cept,” Leocade said, breaking
dawn.

“His boat came to share, but it
was all broke up. He and Remi
tied thems=elves to the motor,
Maybe they thought they’'d be sal-
er and come asnore, but it didn't

 happen like that."

ith wa eyes and shaking

" voice, Leocade confessed she also

wonders, like many of her girl-
friendz in the village, what life
would have been like had their
busbands survived.

“Financjally it was hard, but
they made a trust fund for us and
that helped a lot,'" she said. The
fund was established after people

ghout the world became so
touched by the tragedy of this tiny
ﬁshi.ng‘v age that they warted to
help. ! ewspngir baron Lord Bez-
verbrook, whe had Miramichi
ties, was the first person to give
money to the fishermen's fund to
SW the surviving families.

‘We were on social insurance
after the disaster, and then [ got a
job filing application forms for un-
employment,”” Leocade said. She
was an unemployment insurance
agent for Baie Ste. Anne and sur-

ng areas.
“[ remember I got 50 cents an

5o was her cousin. Remi Mar- |

filed for 20 years, and at the end I
got $4.50 an a tion."”

""My children were never
hu::gﬁ and they were well
clo "' she added proudly.
There are photos of them Lhrus:gﬁ-
out the house, but none of Edgar.

“I don't have one picture of my
husbared. He was not the type of
man to be pictured and those days
there wasn't much money for pic-
tures,” she added.

“Well never understand how
they died and how much they suf-

¢ fered. We will never know that

, but God was there for me.
I?aat’s why I puiled through it,”
she a :

And theugh she cnce enjoved
satling, she has not gone out since
the tragedy.

“I don't like the sea,” she says.

As for Rheal, he has long since
grown up and now has a son of his
own. The boy's name is Edpar.

$661 ‘o1 dung
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June 18, 1994

Young fisherman |

was buried in his
new black suit

EDITOR’S NOTE: Thirty-

five years ago this month,
the wors( fishing disaster
New Brunswick has ever
By Cathy Carnahan known occurred. In the af-
termath of a vicious storm
e e that hit the Gulf of St. Law-
BAIE STE. ANNE (Special) — Rémi Martia always wanted = black rence off Escuminac, there
suit, and the day before the Escuminac Disaster he teld his mother he were 35 men and boys dead,

That was 35 years ago, but Emma Martin has never forgotien the last less chiidren, and more than

was going to town to builonu. / leaving 26 widows, 83 father-
conversation she had with her 18-year-ald son. ¢ mathers grieving on the

He was one of 35 men and bays wha set sail from the Escuminae shore. The close-knit com-
wharf on June 19, 1959, to go salmon drifting, unaware devil seas would mum'!’fifﬁ’ ﬁfgﬂ"‘m i
ciaim them in the dark of a storm. s ) wsewed&, y e :geﬂc

Emms remembers Rémi came home from fishing the night before, HESE YRAIS I8 CeT, *e
slept five hours, then went to the store and bought two bags of dough- {families who endured the
nuts and two cans of sardines for his next t‘:‘}g ont, pf?nctinrsb;u mﬁwfabﬁu "

“When he came to the door that day Isaid, * E:unn’t you stay home .41 4 four-par
tonight?’ And he said ‘No, Mom, there is lots of salmon, and we're going series, correspondent Cathy
to Chathar tomorrow to buy a biack suit.’ Carnahan visited with some

“That was on Friday. Saturday morning, we ?t word they were all Péﬂptﬁ h‘d"ﬁl_we Ifw: mr_b i
drowned, and on Sunday night he had on his hlack suit,” Emma said in "Eﬁ: orever by the de
an interview at her Baie Ste, Anne home. seg that nighi. She focuses

She bit her lip and tried to hold back the tears. She's 78, Her hair is
snowy white and her eves are gentls blue. Her life has been filled with
truuble and hardship. 4

Eiever months before Rémi died in the fishing disaster, her husband,
Slanley, was killed when hit by a car. She was left a widow with nine
children. )

Rémi was the fourth gldest and the eldest son so he became the

on “the women who waijt-
ai-l)

hreadwinner for his mother and five siblings at home. They ranged in

| age from 21 months to 17 vears. l

{Ses BROTHER Page &) 2

e e e ———— e ——— i ———
At o aaate gt R i Ty ¢ —— e —m ‘

Brother was under canvas

(Continued from Page 1}

“When he taok gver from his fa-
ther, hekind of thought he was the
bass. He was good to the kids and
to me, leo,"" Emma said.

Reémi was her pride and joy. lle
was aboul six [eet tall, weighed
about 150, had light colored hair
and blue eyes |ike his mama. He
didn’t drisk or smoeke and had not
much tim# for play. .

““He was a good worker," said
Emma. "ile had two big dogs and

. he would get up at four o’clock in

the morning and go back in the
woods. He had to haul more than
anybody else.

“'He used lo work in the woods
wtith his father, but [ think he'd
rather fish. He was Eoing lo be a
fisherman," she said.

Al least, that had been his
dream.

One June 20, 1959, he and Edgar
Daigle, with whom he'd gone {ish-
ing the night before, were the first
bodies to come ashore. Both were

d.

Joan Martin retmembers her
brother was “‘under a canvas”
when she went to the wharf that
morning. Her sister, Elva, wanted
to see Hémi one last time, but
Joan wouldn’t let her.

““There was a huge crowd there,
and everybody was crying. 1t was
awful,” Joan said as she stood
near her mother with tears in her

8s.

Emma's eves were also sad and
empty as she gazed out the win-

dow. “He was still warm when
they came te shore,” she said.
“and on Sunday, the sea was so
calm we couldn't belleve it."

"1t was hard. The worst was we
were 5o poar. Two weeks after it
was ail over, [ had to gotowork at
the (co-op fish) factory.

"When my husband died. he had
an money, and my son was the
same." Again Emma bit her lip
and tried to hold back the lears.
Sire doesn't ery easy anymore, but
the hurt is still there.

She remembers it was three
months before she got a widow's
allowance, and the pit of poverty
seemed endless.

‘“Then they helped us with man-
ey from the disaster fund to fix up

¢ house a bit and things like
that. The disaster fund fid for all
the {unerals."” she said,

The ngw-defunct Atlantic Advo-

cate magazine, together with
Fredericton's Daily Gileanmer
newspaper, faunched the New
Brunswick Fishermen’s Disaster
Fund and invited the Red Cross
and medis outlets across the prov-
ince to join as co-sponsors of the
appeal.

Within six montha, $440,000 had
bean reached through genergus
danations from across the world.

“We received 550 2 month for a
long time. Then it went up to $100,
and now it's $130.21,"" said Emma.
“They used to give us 5100 extra

at Christmas in later years too,
but they don't do that anymore."”

It was aill a help, and for that
Emma is grateful. The year after
the disaster she had o take Elva
to Monireal for open heart sur-
Eery. and there always seemed to

e ore crisis after another.

She had 13 children and now
only seven are living. The youn-
gest, Heney, his wife Jocelyn and
the two children stay with her.

Emma recently had several
major operations, but her phile-
sophy is not to complain. “Ged is
good and always provides, I've al-
ways been thankful [or my fam-
ily,"” she said as she visited
Rémi's grave.

“{ always had them to think
about, and 1 had no time lo feel
sorry for myseif.’

- e
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Thé women who waitedc )
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Zmma Martin visits grave of son Rémi who died in
Zscuminac disaster at age 18

June 18, 1994
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ty-five special flower seeds are to
be planted at Escuminas wharf on
July 3 at 10:30 a.m. io memery of
the viclims of MNew Brunswick's
grealest marine disaster.

Each seed represents a flower
called a “forget-me-nat.”’ )

They're being planted by family
members of the 35 men and hays
who lost their lives in the Escu-
minac Disaster of June 19-20, 1959,

Thirty-five years ago leday was
one of New Brunswick's saddest
daye.

As wrecked boats and bodies
floated to shora, those waiting at
Escuminac wharf knew the sud-
den storm on June 19 had taken ity
toll. The salmon drifters had gone
out intas Miramichi Bay whare
they were smashed by & devil sea
with a 70-mile-an-hour gale
ggawning moenstrous waves 40 lo

feet high, tossing the small fish-

ing boats, many of them Cape Is- ¢

landers, around like corks.

Husbands, sons and sweat-
hesrts would nol return. Twenty-
six grieving widows would be left
behind with 83 fatherless children.

The community's tribute to the
victims will be held at the wharf
on July 3, to coincide with the Fes-
tival des Fruits de Mer, Baie Ste.
Anne parish priest Rev. Yvaon Ar-
senault said in a recent interview.

If it rains the event will be held
at St. Anne's church, he zaid, ex-
plaining the commemorative ser-
vice is also being held alfter the
conelusion of the local lobster sea-
son.

Children and grandchildrea of
the lost fishermen are expected to
taite part in the anniversary mass
and presentations, all of which are
centered around the family during
this International Year of the

F‘amlgl,

I think the main thrust of the
disaster is thai we never [orget.
This is a reminder of the price
fishermen pay,” zaid Arsenaull.

Memories of the disaster still
bring tears to the women who
waited 35 years ago for their sto-
len loved ones. Many were laft
with no resources in situations the
Red Cross described at the time
as "dﬁpmw-"

A national fund was established
almost immediately by the for-
mer Atlantic Advocate ma;azine
anfd Fredericton's Thaife Ofoemne

newspaper, which invited the Red
Cross and media outlets to join as
CO-SpONEOrs,

The first contribution was from
newspaper baron Lord Beaver-
prook in England who had spent
his boyhood days on the Mirami-
vhi. Ie telephoned Michael War-
dell at the Gleaner and offered
$3,000. :

His message was simple: “In :
this disaster without parallel in
the Mirarnichi Bay that holds for °
me life-long memories, [ send my |
deepest sympathy to the be-
reaved, my sarrow for the loss of ©

{Gan PRABFEARTBOANT T e ARy '

ESCUMINAC (Special: — Thir-

Escuminac
won't forget

disaster

victims

‘Tragedy was 35 years ago

P B T o o ¢ e

{Continued from Page 1)
so many splendid lives, and my

admiration for those who faced

the dangers of the storm and sur-
vived.”

EDITOR'S NOTE; Thirty-
{ive years ago, the worst
fishing disaster New Bruns-
wick has ever known oc-
curred. in the aftermath of a
vicious storm that hit the
Gulf of St. Lawrence aff Es-
cuminac, there were 35 men
and boys dead, leaving 26
widows, 83 fatheriess chil-
dren, and more than 30
mothers grieving an the
shore. The close-knit com-
munity has been forever
scarred by this trngeiz, and
all these years later, the
families who endured the

incan barely talk about
it In this fast of a four-part
series, correspondent Catiy
Carnahan visited with some
people whose lives were
changed forever by the devii
sea that night. She focuses

an “‘the wemen who wait-
ed.”

ot 8 e e

Beaverbrook, owner of the Daj-
ly Express in London with its cir-
cuiation of four miilion, alse gave
most of its front page that morn-
ing to coverage of the disaster.

The late K.C Irving, the prov-
ince's leading industrialist, con-
Iributed ano §5,000 and the
fund continued to climb.

Some gave large donations
while cthers gave small, but ey~
eryone touched by the tragedy
gave (rom the heart.

Queen Elizabeth and Prince
Philip, on a Canadian tour aboard
the Britannia, also gave to the
furd.

Lt.-Gov. J. Leonard Q‘Brien
was patron of the fund and pre-
mier Hugh John Flemming was
chairman of the administrative
committee. Wardell became hon-
orary secretary.

The targel of $440,000 was
reached within six months. At the
time, widows were given %50 a
maonth while each dependent child
received $10. Children were also
hel| to receive an education
and some assistance was also pro-
vided for some home repairs.

#s women like Leccade Daigle,

e ot Tt sermrn

Beaverbfbcﬁk;mlﬁingw led off

disaster fund with $5,000 each

Julia Williston and Emma Martin 1
share memories of the Escuminag :
Disasier, there is one event which
makes them smile.

On July 29 at 6 p.m. at Pointe du
Chene wharf, they met Her Ma-
jesty the Queen and the Duke of .

dinburgh. The widows and chil-
dren of the disaster were taken by
bus from their homes to Shediac
where they received a royal tri-
hute. .

The heroes of the storm who
risked their lives o save fellow- .
men were also invited. i

Al a memorial service 10 years.
later, the names of the 16 heroes
would be unveiled on 3 monument
at the Escuminac wharf.

‘They were: Pierre Doiron, Al-
Ehcnse Doucet, Alvin Dureile, ;
ernard Jenkins, Cyril Jenkins,
Chiorn Jimmo, Leslie Lewis,
Thomas Lewis, Brian Lloyd, Rnrl
Lloyd, Aquila Manuel, Edmond|
Martin, Hilarion Martin, Jack,

Preston, Rabert Searle and Theo-!

dore Williston. !
The seven-foot monument, alsoi

inscribed with the names of the 35,

fishermen who died, i3 a s-::ldptm-e
of three fishermen situat
above the Escuminac whard,

" 1i was designed by Claude Hous-

sell, then director of visual arts at
Moncton University, and unveiled
on June 18, 1969, by Lieuténant-
Governor Wallace 5. Bird,

At the ceremony, he read a mes-
sage from the Queen, which said;
“l am very glad to know that a
memorial has been set up in Escu-
minac in memory of fisher-
men who lost their lives in the
great storm of 1953 and in henar of
these whose courage prevented
further losses of life,

“My husband and [ remember
meeting members of the bereaved
familias on the wharf at Shediac
in July of that year.

“We are sending our greetings
to all who are taking part in the

1 unveiling ceremony, and congrat-
% ulations to those whose imagina-

tion and generosity made pessible
the erection of the monument.”
For the women who waited on

{ shore for the return of their Joved
J Ones, the Queen had made them

feel regal. It's something they've
never forgotten,

just

220



Alphonse Doucet was one

of many cited for heroism

ESCUMINAC {Sperialy — Alphonse Doucet was
one of 18 men who wera cited far acts of heroism in
the aftermath of the June 13, 1988 killer sea

His courage was chronicled in a 1963 articla in
The AHlantic Advocata.

The article related the story of how Doucet, 17 at
the time, was a member of the crew of the Francine
D., bis father's 45-foot, 16-ton vessel. Also on board
was Doucet's father, Jack, his brother, Everett, 14,
apdt::“’illiam Manuet, 72, whe was just aiong for the

ride,

When a monstrous wave bore down on the Fran-
cine. D, horrified captains Theodore Williston, Ray-
mond Thibeau and Bernard Jenkins saw the eraft
lifted up & sheer 50 feet and, just as swiftly,
smashed down, then shoot several feet clearof the
wave and fall back upside down. It seemed impossi-

| bie for angone to live,
© Allbut Jenkins was sure the Francine 0. was lost

with all hands,

Witliam Manuel was killad instantly, but, the Ad-
vocate story said, a miracle oceurred tosave the

other three, They surfaced in time to see the boat

right itself. Jack couldn’t swim. Everett could and
Alphonse found himself clinging to the side of the
boat. All three managed to haul themsalves on
board but water was coming in fast and it was ap-
parent the craft would sink. :

‘What happened then was referred toin the Adve-
catestory as commonplace of the bravery judged
by the standards of that day.

Jenkins brought his boat, at great risk, to within
25 feet of the sinking Fraacine D. Cyril Jenkins,
Bernie's nephew, and the only other member of his
crew, throw the lifeline and it was caught by Al-
phionse, who tied it under his brother's armpits.

“Jump for it Evé,” he yeiled,"Bernie'll pull you
abeard.” And so young Everett plunged into the
waves and was heuled aboard Marie, Ber-
nie Jeriking fook another through the storm

and came round 2gain to within throwing distance,

Cyril threw the line a second time and Alphonse
caught it, This time he tied it around his exnausted
father, who was rescued. Almost an hour passed
before Jenkins could manoceuvre his boat thorough
HLEL% seas close encugh for Cyril to throw the line
4 Lhy

tirne.

After an hour of suspense on the sinking Francine
D. Alphonse tied it arcund himself and was saved,

Abeout midday another killer wave broke over the
Aldz Marie, washing the engine off its mountings
and swamping the boat. All aboard went [0
with buickets to bail out the craft. Bernie Jenkins
said later that if the Doucets bad not been aboard to
help bail, his ¢craft would have gone down.

$661 ‘07 dung
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June, 1994

Memories of the Escuminac disaster still bring a tear to the eye of Julia (Roy) Williston, who was
left a widow at age 22
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| Cyril:'JénkinS.}ecal S

/Cyril Jenkins of Dalhousie will
be among those taking part in a
very special outdoor
service 'on Escuminac wharf this
Sunday morning, but he will have
a hard time keeping his mind on
the priest’s words. - . =00

Instead, he will be reliving
those fearful days, 35 years ago,
which have come to be known as
the “Escuminac Disaster.”

Cyril, then only 21, played a
central role when the sea claimed
the lives of 35 fishermen that he

had known and fished with _for'

years, - e

Last weekend, Jenkins, now a

river pilot on the Restigouche, sat
- in his living room and told the
story of that freak storm.

He sailed as second hand
aboard the ‘““Alda Marie”, cap-
tained by his uncle, Bernie
Jenkinss. They left shore about
4:30 on Friday, June 19, 1959, a
date that lives in the memory of
the entire community,

As 'Jenkins recalls, there was
heavy mist at that time, and the
winds were blowing at only 15-20
miles per hour, but from the
ngrth—east, considered the worst
direction. - - . . .
‘By 9 they had set their nets -
nédtly a mile‘long = and started
- what should have been a night of
waiting.

About 10:30, the winds began
. toincrease.

““We were one of the outside
boats, as we had passed most of
the fleet,"” Jenkins recalled. *‘It
" was too dangerous to pick up and
comein.”

By midnight, it was blowing
about 50, and later 65 to 70.
There were reported gusts of 100

miles an hour,

" By daylight on the 20th, with
winds still hitting the 60 mark,

church |

they began hauling in their nets,
then started for shore. -

As they neared land, they
passed another fishing vessel, the
“Francine D.”” with four occu-
pants. AR T

Besides Jack Doucette and his
two sons, Alphonse, 17 and Ever-
ett, 14, there was an elderly pas-
senger, William Manuel.

“When we were about 500 feet

from them, the Francine D. Cap- -

sized,”” Jenkins said.

“I called to my uncle. At that
time she was keel up. Qur next
move was Lo try to save the crew
members, .

“On our first approach, we
could not get near enough due
“to nets and debris in the water to
get a life Jine on board."”

On the ‘second try, however,
with seas running at 50 feet, Cyril
Jenkins managed to throw ‘the
life line to the older Doucette
boy, who in turn passed it to his
younger brother,

““When you get to shore, tell
mother what happened,!” he said
.a5 Evereit was hauled to the
Jenkins boat.

“With good luck and good
smanagement, my*uncle got the:

boat swung around once more
““for the third attempt. ™ "+

““Alphonse caught the life line

which T threw him once more.
'His father was clinging to the
anchors that were made fast to
the foredeck. Alphonse gave him
the life line and he clung to it with
a death grip.

“He was 80 to 90 per cent
drowned. It was a miracle that we
got Jack aboard.”

It was about 45 minutes before
the Jenkins could make another
attempt - an eternity for the
young man on the upturned boat,
Finally, however, they managed

————

disaster

to make another pass and pluck-

. ed Alphonse from certain death.

s William Manuel had been
killed instaml,}r when the boat
capsized.

“We started for shore again,
but about 15 minutes later we
took a very heavy sea on the port

.- side. It tore the engine off its bed
and half filled the 37 foot boat.

“Thank God for a good sail
which held the boat bows-to the
sea in the heavy wind.

‘“We began bailing with pumps
and pails. Jack Doucet did not
have the strength to handle a pail
‘of water. ek

By 8:30 that evening, we had
the engine mounted on its bed

and . had caulked the broken .

boards on the starboard side. We
were mobile once more,””

After a discussion between
Bernie Jenkins and Jack Doucet-
te, they decided to head for
deeper water, rather than risk
being driven ashore.

‘They had 12 salmon nets re-
maining in the boat - about half
the rig and used that as a sea
anchor, allowing them to rid out
another net on the storm-tossed
Miramichi Bay,

““The winds had lulled to about
20 miles an hour, Jack Doucette
and [ bailed 15 minutes out of
every half hour,

“Next morning - Sunday - at
daylight, it was flat calm. We
gave the wake-up call to Bernie
and the two boys, ‘Get up, we're
going home.'*’

An experience like that would
be enough to keep most people
on dry land for the rest of their
lives, but Cyril was back fishing
almost immediately. In fact, the
second largest catch of his life
was made the next night.

_In fact he was unable to go to
Ottawa on May 3 of the next year
to receive a British Empire
Medal, to be presented by the
Governor-General on behalf of
the Queen.

66T Bunf
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Lobster season had started on
the first, and fishing took prior-
ity over decorations.

““There were a lot of heroes
that night," Jenkins said. A lot
of good men were lost and a lot
of guod work done,

It is those “‘good skippers and
good net makers”’ who will be
remembered in the ceremonies in

.. Escuminac this Sunday, As part

of the observations children of
those lost will plant flowers at a
monument erected in memory of
those claimed by the sea.

And Jenkins will soon go back
to Escuminac. This fall, he will
retire after 31 years as a pilot,
bringing ships into ports on the
Miramichi and the Restigouche.
For the past 15 of those years, he
has been in Dalhousie.

His retirement will be in ahome
overlocking the bay where the
drama was played out 35 years
ago.

NS, of Dalhousie was
.the Escuminac Disaster 35 years ago.

'CYRIL JENKI

66T sunr

cited as a hero for his role in
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Sea still inspires
‘bad memories

————The women who waited

; By Cathy Carnahan

Correspondent
BAY DU VIN (Special) — Jjulia Williston doesn’t care

* much for the sight of the sea. For awhile, she even hated it.

Thirty-five years ago it claimed her husband and left her

a Wiéll;\g. She?was 22.gs°ix manths pregnant, and had a 2
Id son.

Her husband, Leo Roy, was only 27, but the Escuminac

Disaster was mereiless ciaiming the young and old alike,

On Friday, June 19, 1959, when 54 boats set sail from

! Escuminee wharf nebedy dreamed mote than a third of

. the salmon drift-net fleet would be gone by Sunday morn-

Ing.
%‘hir’ry-ﬁve men and boys were lost to the mighty sea.
Roy was originally from Bathurst, but had made his
home in Lower Derby for several years. At the time of the
disaster, he and Julia were living with her mother in 5L

Marparets.

They had been married four years and had dreams of
raising a happy, healthy family, .

“He‘used to say if he had a little girl as beautiful as his
mother he'd be some happy,” Juila said smiling curing a
recent interview at her Bay du Vin home. :

aSgmetimes [ Lhink his mother must have called him
home because he ; loved her so much. He was only
five when she died. He used to talk about ker a lol. She was
only 27 or 28, but I think she had TB (tuberculosis).

= Photos on Page 2

*He had pictures of her, but I don't know where they
went. See, E:z wallet went down with him," she said.

“Nohody couid live that aight in thal storm. And they
were in an old boat,” she added.

Roy was a crew member on a hoat skippered by Oswald
{Ossie) Williston, who also perished in the storm.

Julia is a soft-spoken, shy woman. 'L anly have a Grade

" § education,” she said apologetically. “'I've only been a

housewite all my life.” ;
Willistan's life has been filled with twists, turns and
ujiar happenings.
lml.«:u:.‘r:ing bﬁ. she thinks Leo may have known he was
ing to die at sea.
i e Sunday before the disaster, he sald he was pretty

' pervous that he wasn't Eaing 1o get home agaim. There had

been stormy weather, kind of like we're having now with
on and off bad days. He was scared of the water because
he nearly drowned when he was little.

““The iast day we were together, we went to town and he
bought a car which he wanted to fix up. And he said he
didn't think he'd be ground to see his little girl being born
£0 he went in and bought her an outfit, pink and white, at
the Five and Ten (store),” she said. ;

June 19, 1358 was descr'tbecl as gonggy ;:Wd Efolt?:e wl;;t; ;
forecast of winds at 25 miles per hour, o
had radios so a later weather report that winds would
reach 35 mph went mostly unheard.

As the bizarre storm swept through the Gulf of 5t Law-
rence the seas turned vicious. Winds reached 70 mph and
waves climbed some 30 feet. . )

At home, like other fishermen's wives, Julie wondered
angd waited for Leo to return, .

“The reason he went was that [ was expecling a new
baby, money was kind of scarce and there ware no jobs, He
took his chances, and although he was scared |
he didn't really expect to go that way,” she sajd.

71 didn't want hir to go, bt there was not much I could
do. [ remember crying when he left. I toid him not to go. I
had that queer feeling that I might not see him again.”
i Jt&ﬂ'& soft hazel eyes glossed over . . . her gentle voice

o

On Sunday, June 21, 1959, she heard two children talking

and they said Leo was dead. Although she feared the

i warst, she couldn’t believe it, nor would she believe it.

*“Then that evening & friend of my husband’'s now, lan
Williston, came and told me. ‘Things don’t leck very good.
Ossie's boat has not come in and they found pieces."

“1 still didn't give up unti] Wendell came in and lold me.
Because Ossie wa: Wendell's brother, I had to believe
him,"” she said.

Wendell Wiliiston would become Julia's husband six
months later, but that night when he drove in the yard she
thought Leo had returned,

“1 remember running out to the ear to give Leo a hug,
and I remember my little boy running out calling, ‘Dad-
dy!, Daddy!, but when he saw it wasn't daddy, he just
turned and howled,”

Their lives weuld never be the same. The memaries stil]
bring tears to Julie 35 years later, :

“‘ﬁwy have a mernorial every year, but [ can't take it,"
Julia said. “People might think I'm funny, but I'm mar-
;-ied again and it seems funny [ got married six months

ater,

“1 had two children and Wendell came and asked me to
housekeep for him because [ didn't have any place to go
and he felt bad for me on account of Ossie being his
brother. But baek then you didn't stay with & man unless
you were married,

“And I liked him and he liked me 1 guess s0 we're |

married. He gave me a heme and he's been very good to
my two chil . They couldn't ask for a better step-
father ' she said.

i aiso owe a lot of thanks to Lee's foster mother. She

came and took me to stay with them right after the disas- -

ter.” she added.
Hilda and the late Clancy O'Dennell of Lower Derby
made a home for her and her children. .

“f Jgt feit nobody wanted me around. When you're 22,
you

't know what life is about, but Hilda said I had 1o
make a home for myself and my family," recalled Julia.
“It was her idea that I keep house for Wendell,” she

said.

‘Wendell was also out the night of the disaster and almest
drowned along with two other brothers but they returned
safely, Their sibling, Ossie, was found late in August and
buried peside Leo, who's body washed ashore an Aug. 7.

“That was Wendel's idea,” said Julia. “He thought they
died together and should be buried tegether.”

As she glanced at a phote of Leo a smile-formed on her

lips.
p'?I nk of him often, but you have to go on with

fife. [ think God had plans for me, and I think Leo wuuid be ¢

happy for me,"” she said.

and Wendell had nine children, but three died. One .
was killed at 24 when hit by a car in 1966, Another was |

stillborn 13 months later and one miscarried in 1972.

Julia’s own father died when she was seven and she lost

both her mother and brother in 1878.

Strangely enough, despite the tragedies in Julia's [ife,
she still finds optimism and courage.

“Sometimes I think I had it hard, and then I look around
and think there are people having it worse.

**1 think I took my spite out on the Lord for awhile, but T

uess I must have a lot of faith or I wouldn' be able to go

gh what I did,” she said,

"I know I have a lot to be thankfu] for — a good husband
and eight children."

Among i8 a son named Ossie. There is also Lea's
gon, Everett, and the little daughter he dreamed about
dressed in pink and white, Frances Ann.

June, 1994
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Escuminac’s I11 Wind

On the afternoon and evening of Fri-
day, June 19, 1959, about 54 boats set |
out from the breakwater at Escumi-
nac to fish all night for salmon.

Because it was Friday, many boys
came home from school and went
fishing with their fathers, brothers or
cousins. None of the boats had ship-
to-shere communications, radar or
other navigational aids,

A fierce gale struck that night and
by Sunday afternoon — Father’s Day,
1959 - there were 11 bodies
accounted for and another 24 missing
and presumed drowned. Search and
rescue aircraft counted 22 derelict
fishing boats - some washed ashore,
others sunk in the shoals or floating
upside down in deeper water.

In all, 35 lives were lost in the
Escuminac Disaster. Or, as some
reports say, it left 26 widows and 83
orphans,

This weekend and next, people
from Hardwicke, Bay du Vin, Eel
- River Bridge, Manuels Post Office,
. Baie-Ste-Anne, Escuminac and other

communities will mark the 40th anni-
- versary of the tragedy. - .

- Tomorrow, the faithful will gather

- for a large outdoor service at the
home of Theodore and Jean Williston
at Hardwicke, with a view across the
bay to Fox Island.

They will dedicate 2 plague with
the 35 names of the victims to be !
placed in Myers United Church at 2
p.m.

Next weekend, a larger event will
take place at Escuminac itself, with
both the Anglican Bishop of Frederic-
ton George Lemmon and Roman
Catholic Archbishop of Moncton
George Leger taking part.

Historians, poets and songwriters
along the Miramichi, recall the disas-
ter, but nowhere nearly as vividly as
the fishermen who made it safely
back — nor the families waiting fear-
fully at the breakwater. v ' : :

Reporter Derwin Gowan talked to T Karen Ruet/Special ta the Telegraph Journal
the survivors and tells their story in Escuminac survivor Cyril Jenkins reads names on the monument, erected to mark
this week’s New Brunswick Reader.  the 1959 fishing disaster, on the Baie Ste-Anne wharf.
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" The old

men and
~ the sea

After 40 years the memories
of the Escuminac Disaster
still surface from the depths

By Derwin Gowan

They that go down to the seq in shzip.s, that do business in great
waters;

These see the works of the Lord, and his wonders in the
deep.

For he commandeth, and raiseth the srormy wind, which
lifteth up thereof.

They mount up to the heaven, they go down again 1o the
depths: their soul is melted because of trouble.

They reel to and fro, and stagger like a druriken man, and
are af their wit's end.

Then they cry unto the Lord in their trouble, and he
bringeth them out of their distresses.

He maketh the storm a calm, so that the waves thereof are
siill.

— Psalm 107:23-29

LD FISHERMEN - the wise ones who did not go out
on Friday night — knew by Saturday moraing there
was trouble out on Miramichi Bay.

Sao did the wives and mothers of fishermen. Some
of them only boys, others fathers and grandfathers were still
out on the water.

Josie Thénault, the telephone operator at Baie-Ste-Anne,
had to get up at around 1:30 a.m. on June 20, 1959, to put a
call through.

The mother of 10 children at this point in her life (later she
had one more), she had the switchboard in a small room in her
home and was on call 24 hours a day. Back then, nice people
did not make telephone calls late at night without good reason
when they knew it meant getting the operator out of bed. There
was a car accident at Bay do Vin and she had to put the call
through to the RCMP,

Josie Thériault grew up and lived her wholé life around

Baie-Ste-Anne and the wind alarmed

* her that night. She knew that 50-some
hoats had gone out from Escuminac
wharf the night before to drift for
salmon, most with a crew of two or
three.

“My golly, the wind, the wind, what
is happening? I went upstairs to wake
my husband and said, ‘Nobody is going !
to come in,” ” she recalls.

“1 said, “Wake up, Norbert, wake up.
Nobody is gomg to come home who is
out this morning.” ™

Norbert Thériault, who grew up at
Eel River Bridge, made his living asa
fish-buyer. In those days, fish-buyers
like Thériault outfitted the fishermen,
advancing the money for boats, gear,
fuel, whatever they needed. Some of
those fishermen went out from the

+ Escuminac wharf on that cold, foggy

- and stormy night against their better
judgment, because they owed the
fish-buyers money.

There was the best run of salmon on.
in 10 years or more and a salmon would
fetch $5. Some fishermen made $200 a
night drifting, a lot of money in 1959 -
enough to risk their lives for, enough to
die for.

" The night of Friday, June 19, and
morming of Saturday, June 20, 1959,
went down in history as the Escuminac
Disaster.

The storm destmycd 22 of the 54
wooden boats reported to have been out
drifting that night on Miramichi Bay
and the Northumberland Strait - out of |

~ atotal fleet of 66 licenced drifters at !

! Escuminac. i

Worse, the storm claimed the lives of {
35 men and boys out of the 100 and
some crew on the boats. Some reports
say the storm left 26 widows and 83
orphans. Some survivors say the waves
reached 40 and 50 feet high, Others say
a 20-foot wave would look like 50 feet
to someone out on a 40-foot fishing -
boat. Nobody had time to do precise
measurements.

The outside world soon heard of the
unfolding disaster, and both the RCMP
and Red Cross headed to Escuminac
from Newcastle. Press, radio and
television reporters came, too. The New .
« Brunswick media, wire services, and the
CBC were on the scene. Lord
Beaverbrook — who grew up in :
Newcastle — made sure that his London -
Daily Express newspaper covered the
disaster in full. Lieutenant-Governor J.
Leonard O’Brien, another Miramichier,
went to Escuminac and Premier Hugh
John Flemming came a day or two later.
Brigadier Michael Wardell, publisher of |
the Daily Gleaner in Fredericton, led a
fundraising campaign for the survivors,
securing $440,000.
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Fishermen prepare a boat in case survivors are sighted. (cp wire phato)

Things got hectic for Josie Thériault
trying to keep up with the telephone
calls. She worked 24 hours without a
break.

“Around 8:30. ... they were calling
for the RCMP, for the priest,” Thériault
says.

There were calls from news reporters,
from family, calls for the clergy, calls
from people who just wanted to know
what was going on.

“They were even calling from

France . .. they were not even

related . . . just to know the story.”

THE WEATHER had been miserable
all week with the seas choppy, visibility
near zero and the temperature
unseasonably cold for late June,

But the fishing families along
Miramichi Bay had neither welfare nor
unemployment insurance to fall back on
and few other economic choices, except
the wealth they could wrest from the
sea. There was a run of salmon on, the
likes of which had not been seen in
vears, fan Williston and Walter
Williston had gone out drifting on
Thursday night and Ian had returned
Friday morning with 107 salmon,
Walter with 85 — the best catches
anyone could remember since the
1940s.

Yvon Durelle, 32, training for his
second fight with Archie Moore for the
world light heavyweight boxing title,
came home from Moncton that week to

Friday night.

Yvon does not say this but, just
maybe, Ernest did not quite trust his
sons’ judgment and decided to go along
—especially with his six-year-old
grandson aboard.

Qthers were not so wise. The news of
Ian and Walter Williston's catches had -
spread and everybody was determined
to go out that Friday.

Theresa Durelle was a young mother
of four children in 1959 when her
husband’s boxing career was at its peak.
She paints a vivid picture of the 5
fishermen at the wharf debating whether
or not to go out on June 19.

One fisherman would ask another if
he was going out; the other fisherman
would say he did not know. Some boats
would leave the wharf, but return a
short time later. Some came back in
after a couple of hours. Others, without
an Emest Durelle on board, stayed out
until it was too late to go in.

“Tt was the run of the salmon . . . they
had to go out; if they didn’t, they would
miss the run of the salmon,” says
Theresa Durelle.

“They risked their lives to be out

" there to get the salmon.”

go fishing.

Durelle, who owned four boats,
began fishing around six years old with
his father Emest and his uncle Joe
Durelle,

He and his brother Ernie intended to
go drifting on that stormy Friday night,
Yvon took his six-year-old son Yvon
Ir., and Emest went along too.

“I’ve never seen the sea like that
before . . . The water just seems to be
Jjumping at you,” Yvon recalls 40 years
later. *You seem to be in a hole 40 to 50
feet high.”

They stayed out for about two hours
when Emest told Yvon to head back to
the breakwater — about 6 or 7 o’clock.

“My old man knew more about the
forecast than the forecast would be . . .
The fishing was guﬂd but my old man
said we'd better go in,” Yvon says.

“My father was an old fisherman. He
knew the tides. He knew the winds.
When he told you to get in, you got in.

Durelle says that his father likely
saved the lives of the entire crew by
telling them to head for the wharf early.

“When Dad says something, don’t
argue with it. Don’t ask why, because
he knows.”

“My son was aboard . . . and my old
man was old, so why give him trouble?

*The ocean was blowing like drifting
snow — the ocean was alive.”

» crew of two good fishermen could
normally handle the boat and nets, so a
person could wonder why Ernest
decided to go out with his boys on

The forecast called for light winds on
Friday night increasing to 25 knots and
shifting to the northeast by morning,
Northeasterly winds caused fishermen
the most trouble because they would
drive their boats into the shoals off the
south side of the bay, but 25 knots did
not worry them.

Some of the fishermen rigged up
their boats with car radios so they could
get the weather forecasts, but nearly all
of them missed the revised forecast after
8 p.m. calling for northeasterlies
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increasing to 35 knots — and the full '_-5“'?

gale warnmg at 10 p.m.
Not that it would have done them

much good. Finding the gap in the - - P

breakwater at Escuminac at night in the
fog with heavy seas was risky and they
did not want to end up in the breakers
near the shore,

Besides that, they had (o find their
way home through the gauntlet of drift
nets, stretching out a kilometre or so
from the bow of each boat, up and down
the bay. Or they could run afoul of
lobster gear.

Old fishermen still dn]l it into their
sons’ heads: if you get into trouble,
head out to sea where the water is
calmer. Stay out of the breaking waves
near shore,

The floating nets attached to the bow
of the boat act as a sea anchor as long as
the headline holds fast. The drifters
hoist riding sails at the stern of their
boats to keep the bow pointed into the
wind. Their drift nets are composed of
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gbout 24 nets strung together, each 28
fathoms long and reaching two fathoms
down into the water. Buoys keep them
ﬁﬂating and a ?00-foot headline holds
them to the boat.

The salmon run into this wall of
death and pet caught by the gills in the
hemp mesh. The fish drown in the night
and the fishermen pull them aboard in
the morning.

In 1959 the nets were worth about
£1,500; the boat, 52,200, Once they set
the nets in the evening, the fishermen
shut the engines down and drifted all
night, The nets, boat and sail moved
together, working much like a giant
fioating weather vane — always pointing
into the wind.

If the night was calm, the fishermen
cocked supper after setting the nets,
then turned in to the bunks in the cabin
until morning,

The fishermen would cook brealkfast
on the small woodstaves in the cuddy,
then haul the nets in at daybreak. They
would remove the salmon, then head for
the breakwater at Escuminac where the
buyers would be waiting,

The evening of June [9 was anything
but calm as the northeasterly gale
increased all might.

Theodore Williston of Hardwicke
survived that night. Forty years later he
recalls that hefore it hlew down, the
windgauge at Escuminac Point recorded
100 knots — about 195 kilometres an
hour,

Jupe 19 felt ona Friday, which made
it all the worse, because the boys would
rusk home from school then head for
the wharf to spend the night out with
their fathers.

“And if you missed the boat you
cried. It was quite a thrll to go fishing,”
Theodore Williston recalls,

Eric Williston, 13, went fishing with
his first cousin, Haynes Williston, 29,
and Haynes" helper Windsor J.
Kingston, 34.

Eric's brother Haley Williston, 19,
went out with Haynes® brother Cunard
Williston, 49.

Eric and Haley were brothers to [an,
Harry, John and Herbie, who all went
out drifting en June 19. There were 19
Willistons from Bay du Vin and Bay do
VWin Beach out there, all related one way
or another.

Brian Lloyd, I3, went out with his
father, Roy, 48, on the Sharon Lloyd,
the largest boat in the fleet at 48 feet,
six inches. Chlorin Jimtmo aed Les
Lewis, Roy Lloyd's regular crew, went
too

Jack Doucet of Manuels Post Office,
near Baie-Ste-Anne, went out in his
boat the Francine D, 45 feet and only
two years old, with his sons Alphonse,
17, and Everett, 14, and his old friend
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Yvgn Durelle (standing on boal in white sweater) lows the sunken boat of William Chiassan atter the disaster. Chiasson's
body was not recovered.

William George Manuee], 72.

Albent Chiasson of Baie-Ste-Anne, 2
father of 14 children, went out with his
16-year-old son Alphonse. Albert's
brother William, 47, father of five
children, went out with his sons Adrien,
19, and Robert, 16.

And others . . .

THE LAST boat te come back Friday
night came through the breakwater at
about 10 o’clock. People on the wharf
heard what sounded like a boat engine
and could not believe ik, To this day,
nobady knows how Albert McIntyre,
the caprain, did it.

For the rest of the fleet, out there
five, 10 or 15 miles, all they could do
was set their nets and hoist their sails to
keep into the wind as the darkness
settled — and pray for betcer weather in
the morning.

If the headline holding the nets to the
bow parled, or if the wind ripped the
sail to shreds, you were in trouble.

You could use the engine to hold the
bow into the wind and keep offshore. 1f
you did mot have enough fuel o de this
uniil daylight, you would have to make
a very dangerous run in to the
breakwater or, possibly. to a safe
anchorage in the lee of an island or
inlet.

Six-cylinder gasoline engines, nearly
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all of them zalvaged from old cars,
powered the Escuminac fishing fleet. As
any back-yard mechanic knows, water
will short the ignition and stop a
gasoline engine dead.

Without nets, sail or power, you
drified helplessty until a big wave
broached you or the boat smashed to
kindling wood in the shoals - or the
crew of another boat saw you and ricked
their own lives to bring you in tow or
take you on board.

If the boat takes a big sea and the
engine comes off its bed, it becomes
worse than useless — pitching against
the sides of an old plank boat with the
force of a gigantic hammer.

The fishermen used spikes 1o hold the
engines and shafts in place. With the sea
tossing the boats about the way it did on
that Friday night and Satarday morning
40) years apo, engines did come off their
beds.

You had tw get them remounted
before they stove in the boat, and hope
it did not crash you in the process.
Then, get it dried out and running again
belore you drifted into the shoals or
took a big wave over the side.

WNat one of these boats had
ship-to-shore communication or radar,
depth sounders, GPS satellites and other
gadgets fishermen depend on today.

Fishermen navigated with a ship’s
compass and their own heads.

8

THE.ODORE WILLISTON, captain
on his uncle Charles’ hoat since age 21,
took the Golf Prowler out at five or six
o’clock Friday evening. He was 28 and
he and his wife Jean had two children at
the time: Jane, 17 months, and Ted,
three months.

Aquilz Manvel and Larry Martin,
both in their 20s, formed his crew.

“A crew makes a skipper look good
and I had a good crew,” Theodare says
today.

He recalls the weather forecast:
*15-20 northeast . . . it wasn't bad.”

Unlike the other captains out that
night, he decided to drift for mackerel
instead of salmon and went further cut
than the others, The Gulf Prowler sailed
for two to two-and-a-half hours geing
out about 25 miles - closer 1o Pnince
Edward Island than New Brunswick -
when Thendore decided it was time to
set the nets.

They soon realized they were in fora
rough night.

“Just afier dark we knew, because we
were up mosl of the night — yon
couldn’t rest,” Theodore says. They had
to keep the boat pumped out and keep
an eye for ohjects in the water.

They hauled in their nats at 5:30 or 6
Saturday morning and headed for home.

It was foggy, the wind was blowing
and the tide was against them, Theodore
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steered to the north of the route he
would normally take — heeding the
lessons from his father Sandy and uncle
Charles, he decided to keep lots of
water between himself and the shoals.

*“You see, this is what was drlled in
to me since I was a young fellow: if
you're having trouble you don't come
in, you go to sea, as long as you've got
lots of seq Toom.”

He almost went in too far and the
Gulf Prowler nearly came to grief on
the Miramichi Bar — the shoals just east
of the islands which form a bartier
across the mouth of the Miramichi
River,

The Gulf Prowler was suddenly in
the breakers and the crew sounded with
a leaded line and realized they were in
two fathoms of water — that is, 12 feet.

The alarmed crew swung the Gulf
Prowler around and headed east — back

ut. They saw three other boats headed
for where the Gulf Prowler had just
been - captained by Bernie Jenkins,

The trio on the Gulf Prowler waved

l.'l ack Doucet and Flacide MclIntyre.

to the other boats to follow and led the
pack away from the bar,
Theodore knew he was on the north

l;ide of Miramichi Bay because of the

1shing gear — he recognized it as the
type that fishermen from Neguac used,
Mext, he spied a buoy on the “salmon

Miramichi Bay above which the salmon
drifters could not legally fish,

ll‘me," the line of buoys across

; fishing gear gave the crew of

Gurth Williston, another fishermen
having trouble of his own elsewhere on

e bay, likens this bit of Tuck on
Theodere's part — finding a buoy on the
salmon line in that fog and pitching sea
~ to finding a needle 1n a haystack.

The salmon line and the Neguac
Gulf
Prowler co-ordinates to tell where they
were just as sure as a Loran C (radar
system) or GPS (Ground Positioning

make the run in to the Escuminac
reakwater.

.Satl:llite) would today, se they could all
b

However, things soon became more
dangerous for the little armada.
First, they came upon Valaire

lﬁ:bicham! and Raymond Thibeau on a
; at with a stalled engine and in grave

danger of drifting into the breakers or
broaching,

The Gulf Prowler got close enough to
Thibezn and Robichaud to throw a tow
line. While the Gulf Prowler had the
other boat in tow, the other fishermen
watched in horror as a huge sea lifted
Jack Doucet’s boat — the Francine D -
completely owt of the waier and landed
it upside down.

The Francine D righted herself, but

Iﬁlted with water and sunk 1o the

When the Francine D, above, washed ta shore there was only one body aboard.
The ship's captain, Jack Doucet, and his twa sons were presumed to be drowned.
[t wasn't until hours later that Doucet's waiting wife found out that Bernie
Jenkins, below, had rescued the Doucels with his boal.

washboards, Jack Doucet clung to the
bow, his sons Alphonse and Everett to
the cabin. Nobody saw William Manuel.

Theodore Williston, Aquila Manuel
and Larry Martin on the Gulf Prowler
had a ringside seat to heroism.

Bernie Jenkins and his nephew Cyril
took Bernie's boat, the 37-foot Alda
Marie, in dangerously close to the
Francine D to make the rescue. The first
aitempt to theow a line failed and Bernie
Jenkins circled to make a second pass.

This time, Alphonse caught the line.
Both Cyril Jenkins and Theodore
Williston still remember the 17-year-old
Alphonse tying the line around his
14-year-old brother Everett whom the
Tenkinses hauled to the relative safety of
the Alda Marie — safer than the Francine
D, at least, at that particular point.

The Alda Maric made a third pass at
the Francine D. Alphonse caught the
line again and crawled to the bow where
his father, Jack, was already
hali-drowned. Jack went under water
every time the bow went down,

Cyril Jenkins and his uncle Bernie
managed to haul Jack aboard by some

miracle.

The sea carried the Alda Marie away
from the Francine D with Alphonse still
clinging for dear Life and it took some
time for Remie to swing her around
again for a fourth pass. This time,
Alphonse kept the rope himself, so
Bernie and Cyril hauled him on board.

The people on the rest of the {lotilla
did not have much time to gape.
Theodore Williston recalls that the Gulf
Prowler was about the length of his
kitehen from Thibeau and Robichaud.

“A big sea came and threw his boat
and almost set it on top of mine,”
Williston recalls.

Thibeau and Robichaud’s boat broke
clear of her nets and everything on
board went flying, including a can of
engine oil they didn't know they had.

Using an old mechanic's trick,
Thibeay and Robichaud poured the oil
over the sodden wires, spark plugs and
distributor cap. They had a spare bartery
and the old six-cylinder engine came to
life.

By this time, the Gulf Prowler was
following Placide McIntyre towards
Escuminac, and Thibeau and Robichand
were on their way.

But, Aquila Manuel, on the Gulf
Prowler, thought he saw a man in the
water, Theodaore ¢ireled around and sure
enough, there was Walter Williston in
his swampead boat,

The Gulf Prowler came in close
encugh to throw a Jine, which Walter
tied to the body of his crew member
Harold Taylor, 20, who had died of
exposure after four hours in the cold
waler,

Walter would not Jeave his
companion to either wash ashore or sink
and not be found. The crew hauled
Harold Taylor's body on board, then got
a line back to Walter — in danger of
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dying himself by now - and hauled him
on board.

Theodore says he began to realize
how scrious the whole thing was when
he saw Harold Taylor's body.

The Gulf Prowler followed Placide
MeclIntyre and Thibe¢an and Robichaud
in to Escuminac and finally came
through the gap in the breakwater —
home free — around 1 p.m.

Jean Williston recalls that nobody
could get through to her on the party
line, and someone eventually came
from the W. S. Loggle Store to tell her
that her husband Theodore was safe at
the wharf.

Pecple crowded the wharf by this
time. The Francine D bad already
drifted in with only William Manuel’s
body aboard. Raymond Thibean saw
the Francine D tumn upside down and
did not think anybody survived.

When Theodore came in he told
everyone that Bemie Jenkins took the
three Doucets aboard — but where was
Bernie Jenkins?

J ACK DOUCET - father of 13
children — left the wharf with his sons
Alphonse and Everett, and his friend
William Manuel, on the Francine D at
3:40 p.m. They headed northeast -
“Right into the wind, nice and easy,”
says Alphonse — hoping to get outside
the main fleet where they could get a
better sleep.

“And we set our nets, had our supper,
jigged a few cod and went to bed.”

The wind started picking up at about
10 p.m. and there was a gale blowing by
midnight. The nets broke free of the
Francine D at 5 or 5:30 a.m. on
Saturday. They found them
three-quasters of an hour later and had
breakfast.

The nets broke free again and they
could not find them. Without the nets as
a sea anchor, they had to use the engine
to kezp into the wind. They did not have
enough fuel to do this all day, so Jack
decided to head for Escuminac.

They came upen Placide Mclntyre
and his son Dickie hauling their nets;
Jack hoped to ask Placide for directions
to get to shore “because the visibility
was nil at that point.”

A heavy sea broke the windshield in
the Mclntyre boat, but Placide, who
heard the foghom at Point Escuminac
earlier, pointed the direction — and the
Francine D went on her way.

The Doucets waved at Clifford
Kingston hauling in his nets — and never
saw him again.

'Then, the Doucets saw both Bernie
Jenkins and Theodore Williston head to
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assist Raymond Thibeaw, but Theodore
Williston got there first and took the
distressed boat in tow, The Francine D
stood by to render assistance.

Jack Doucet told his boys o refill the
fuel tank and decided to turn the
Francine D back into the wind before a
wave over the stern washed anybody
overboard.

Alphonse and Everett went to the
cabin to look for a funnet. William
Manuel and Jack Doucet stayed by the
wheel.

“All of & sudden the captain hollered,
*Watch our boys, we've gotit.' Heard 2
crash — everything went black, the stove
tumbled, sparks coming from the
stovepipe and then the water started
coming in "

The force of the water prevented
Alphonse and Everett from getting out
of the cabin. The pressure finally
equalized and the brothers, both under
water, headed for the door.

The Francine D, now upside down,
began to right herself as the boys
reached the cabin door. Alphonse
grabbed the boat's washboard and hung
on, but Everett ended up 10 feet from
the boat.

Alphonse pushed a wooden crate into
the sea and Everett grabbed the other
end —and made it back to the boat,

The brothers climbed to the top of the
wheel house where the broken windows
provided places to hang on. Alphonse
saw his father — who never swam 2
stroke in his life — climb on to the bow
and grab the headline.

Alphonse saw Bernie and Cyril
Jenkins swing around, but the first
attempt to throw a lifeline went wild,

The rescuers came around a second
time and Cyril tossed the rope
practically into Alphonse's hand.
Alphonse made a noose which he put
under his brother's arms “and he was
gone aboard Bernie’s boat.”

Jack Doucel was drowning, going
under waler every time the bow of the
Francine D went down — but he hung
on. Alphonse still remembers his
father's false teeth coming out every
time he came vp. They landed on the
deck and he put them back in his mouth
each time.

When Alphonse caught the
again, he went forward. “I said, *John
[his father], you're the caplain, but
today I'm the boss,’ and he didn't want
10 let go of the bow of the boat.”

Jack was a heavy man and too weak
to help himself and Alphonse could nat
get the rope properly around him |
because he would not let go of the boal.
To this day, both Alphonse Doucet and
Cyril Jenkins wonder how Jack Doucel
managed foe hang on to that rope — and
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Thecdare Willistan stands in front of his boat shed In Hardwieke, Baie Sla.-Anne. A1 28, ha was the ypungest captain on the
water the night of the disasier. (Karen Rust photo)

how Bernie and Cyril ever pulled him
aboard.

“Now it was my tum, but the seas
were too rough to turn around — the seas
were too big,” Alphonse says,

He figures it took Bernie Jenkins 10
or 15 minutes 1o bring the Alda Marie
around again, bul it seemed like an
hour. Theodore Williston, who walched
this rescue fram the Gulf Prowler, says
it only took a few minutes to rescue all
three Doucets.

In the commotion Alphonse forgot
about William Manuel until he saw the
top of his head and mitts sticking from
the water — “and his head was split from
ear to ¢ar,” Alphonse closed the cabin
door sa that Manuel's body would come
ashore with the boat.

The Alda Marie came back arcund.
“The rope hit its target on its final
attempt and it didn’t take me long to get
out of there . .. I was 2 good swimmer

and [ think maybe 1 was scarad
shitless.™

Alphonse Doucet's troubles were
only half over when they hauled him on
to the Alda Marie.

“The salmon was on the run, and
people wer: poor, and we didn't look
for safety; we looked for money,”

Alphonse Doucet recalls 40 years later.

“And no sooner than [ was in
Bernie's boat than we took a heavy sea
and swamped her, filled her right up to
the washboards,” Alphonse recalls.

Theodore Williston did not see
Bernie Jenkins get into trouble and did
not know what ta tell the people wailing
at the wharf,

“We grabbed anything that went by
that you could bail with . . . anything
that could hold water,” Alphense says.
Even Jack Doucer did the best he could
on his hands and knees. ‘

Alphonse figures it took five to 10
minutes to bail out Bemie Jenkins' boat,
but an even bigger sea swamped her
cnmple:ely The engine broke free from
its bedding -- and broke five imbers and
sprung two planks, although they did
not realize this immediately.

They hoisted the sail Lo bring the bow
inte the seas and bailed like mad. Bemnie
feared that the engine went right
through the bottom of the boat until
they finally bailed her dry and inspected
the damage.

They found the damage on the
starboard side and caalked it as best
they could with rags. They tried to
remount the engine, but they were just
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too weak, They were drifting toward
Point Escuminac in a nine-year-old
leaking boat with no power. They ‘were
wet, cold and hungry, and had barely
the energy they nezded to bail every 15
or 20 minutes.

Alphonse recalls seeing the spire of
Stella Maris Roman Catholic Church 4t
Escuminac to the south-southwest at 20
to 11 that moming.

Their firewood was soaked, but they
used pieces of rubber tire nailed to the
side af the Alda Marie fenders for fuel
in the stove, Berniz Jenkins smoked so
he had dry matches in a glass bottle.

Their food got soaked. Alphonse says
they used their dinner pails to bail. But,
they had salmon! They boiled it in
seawater.

That meal would have cost a pretty
penny in a fine restaurant.

Jack Doucel was coming around by
oW,

Cyril thinks they got the engine back
on its bed aroend 8 p.m. They dried the
spark-plug wires and distributor cap
over Ihe stove and got the engine going
by B:30 or nine o'clock Saturday night.

The three youngsters — Cyril,
Alphonse, Everett — wanted to head
home, bat the rwo captains would not
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risk it. The wind had let up quite a bit
by then, but it was after dark and they
were in an old and injured boat quite a
bit smaller than the Francine D. They '
heeded the advice from the old
fishermen and stayed atsea. -

Bernie still had 12 of his 24 nets.
They set these for a sea anchor, hoisted
the sail and drifted all night. Tired as
they were, they still had to bail every 15
minutes or 50,

“The next morning-at 4:30 we began
to haul our nets in. It was oily calm and
no swell,” Bernie recalls.

“We finished hauling at
approx.lmately 6:30, proceeded towards
Escuminac.”

They met Albin Turbide with a
crowd on his hoat out looking for
survivors. Turbide saw Bemie and Cyril
Jenkins and Alphonse and Everett
Doucet — and demanded that Jack

~ Doucet show himself to prove that he

was alive.

Jack poked his head from the cabin
door.

Alphonse remembers Turbide’s
reaction: “When he seen him he said to
go straight to shore, your wife is half
crazy, she thinks you all drowned.”

The Doucets and the Jenkinses onty
knew of one fatality — William Manuel
— at this time, although they had seen
three sunken boats.

They got the grim news at the wharf,
where the Red Cross took Cyril and
Bernie home. They stayed for two

~ hours, then went back to sea to look for
* their lost nets, with no luck.

Jack Doucet and his two sons went

| home long enough to clean up and get

into their Sunday clothes. They made it

. in time for 10 o’clock mass at

Ste-Anne’s Church.
“We did go to church but it was a sad

day in Baie-Ste-Anne and Escuminac

P L menimmcioestoig sde Loy

and Bay du Vin because there were 35
fishermen and neighbours and friends
gone,” Alphonse says.

TI—[E FIRST bodies to come ashore
on Saturday morning were those of
Edgar Daigle and his 18-year-old
helper, Rémi Martin, both of
Baie-Ste-Anne. The smashed boat came
in with Edgar in the boat and Rémi tied
to it and dragging along in the water.

Daigle was married and the father of
five children. His only son, 10-year-old
Rhézl, wanted to go out drifting, but
Edgar decided on Friday afternoon it
was too choppy, so he took the
disappointed youngster back home.
Edgar went fishing with Remi Martm,
18, a cousin to his wife, instead.

Rémi was sole breadwinner tor his
mother, Emma Martin, and five of his’

brothers and sisters ranging in age from

" his son Jean-Louis was at

21 months to 17 years, all still living at
home. Rémi's father Stanley had died in
a car accident 11 months before.

Joint funerals were held for Edgar
Daigle, William Manuel and Rémi
Martin at Bate-Ste-Anne, and Harold
Taylor, Haley Williston and Cunard
Williston at Bay du Vin, on Tuesday,
June 23.

The funeral for Jeffrey Richard and

Baie-Ste-Anne the next day. They did-
not find the body of Jean-Louis’ brother
Lionel. Victor Robichaud’s funeral -
followed on Thursday, June 23. -

Yvon Durelle and his father towed
William Chiasson’s boat ashore. '
William, Adrien and Robert drowned,"
as did Albert and Alphonse; also Victor
Robichaud’s brother Raphael, André
Martin and his nephew Alonzo Martin.

They found George McLeod of Bay
du Vin and John Chapman, 16, in a
boat. -
Charles Gauvin, 53, of Laméque, -

father of 13 children, washed on to the
shore three miles from Shippagan

Gully. His boat capsized at the mouth of
the Gully, but his nephew Hilaire
Gauvin managed to escape.

They found Eric Williston, Haley
Williston’s brother, on the shore near
Escuminac in July. Thirteen years old,
Eric was the youngest to die.

Wendell Williston identified the body |
of his brother, Oswald, six weeks after |
the storm ~- in August. Leo Roy of St. |
Margarets, 27, washed ashore, alsoin |
August. l

The others were Amon Manuel, I
Andrew Mills and his son Allan from
Black River Bridge, Hugh Kelly and his
son Hector and their cousin Arthur from
Kouchiboguac, Cunard Williston's
brother Haynes, Windsor J. Kingston
and his brother Clifford from Bay du
Vin, Alfred McLenaghan from Bay du
Vin and Fraser Cooke fmm Prince
Edward Island. ~

A year later, a newspaper reported
five bodies still missing. The people
organizing the 40th anniversary
commemoration at Escuminac next
weekend say two bodles were never

found.
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THE QUEEN and Prince Philip
rerouted their 1959 royal tour to meet

- with survivors of the disaster at Point

du Chéne in July.
Governor-General Georges Vanier
presented British Empire Medals for
gallantry to Bernie Jenkins and Cyril | 36
Jenkins in Fredericton in 1961, They . 2
were to get these medals from the ’
Queen in Ottawa, but it would have
meant missing the opening day of




Fishermen's memorial at Escuminac at
the entrance to Miramichi Bay.

lobster season. A fisherman does not
miss the opening day of lobster season
— even for the Queen.

Alphonse Doucet received the
Queen’s Commendation for Bravery —
two tiny silver wings for his lapels. He
only has one of these wings today
because he gave the other to his brother
Everett.

Cyril Jenkins says Alphonse
deserves the same British Empire
Medal he received. Both of these:
survivors say Theodore Williston,
among others, deserves a medal.

But, what does a medal mean?

“All T wanted was my family back. I
got what I wanted and that’s all the
thanks I wanted,” Alphonse says.

Lieutenant-Govemor Wallace S,
Bird unveiled a seven-foot limestone

. statue depicting three fishermen crafted -

by Claude Roussel at Escuminac wharf
on the 10th anniversary — June 19,
1969,

One bronze tablet lists the names of
the 35 fishermen who died. Another
lists 16 names of boat captains and
crew who did brave things on June 20,
1959: Pierre Doiron, Alphonse Doucet,
Alvin Durelle, Bernard Jenkins, Cyril

. Jenkins, Chlorin Jimmo, Leslie Lewis,

Thomas Lewis, Brian Lloyd, Roy
Lloyd, Aquila Manuel, Edmond Martin,
Hilarion Martin, Jack Preston, Robert
Searle, Theodore Williston.

“There was a lot of untold heroism,”
Theodore Williston says — untold

because they did not make it in.

The fishermen know that some of
those 35 people drowned trying to
make exactly the type of rescues which
the 16 people listed on the plaque
pulled off. _

How else do you explain stories of
one fisherman’s gear coming to shore
in another fishérman’s boat — with
nobody aboard?

. A fisherman cannot leave another
fisherman to drown and their widows
understand.

TOMORROW Myers United Church

at Hardwicke will hold a special service
to dedicate a plaque inscribed with all
35 names along with two verses from
Psalm 107:

They that go down to the sea in
ships, that do business in great waters;

These see the works of the Lord, and
the wonders in the deep.

St. John the Evangelist Anglican
Church at Bay due Vin has an old
salmon net which the congregation
hangs in the church on every ;
anniversary of the disaster — with the 35
names written on paper boats.

The committee organizing the 40th
anniversary commemoration next
weekend meets regularly at the Roman
Catholic rectory at Baje-Ste-Anne. _Both
the Roman Catholic Archbishopof : -
Moneton and the Anglican Bishop of
Fredericton will attend.

Theresa Durelle remarked that there
were no United, Anglicans or Roman
Catholics on the water on that Friday
and Saturday 40 years ago —just -
fishermen in trouble. :

She says that after it was over, .
people could not believe it — especially |

- when that beautiful blue sky dawned on |

Sunday.

“It was like you couldn’t believe it
because after it was over, it was like
you were missing people, and you
expect them to come back, but you
knew you were never gomg to see them *
again . . . you look at it, but you
couldn’t believe that it happened.”

The five Chiassons — Albert, William '
and the three boys — lived across the :
road from the Durelles,

- The fishermen along Miramichi Bay
know all the cuss words and how to use
them, in English and French. They f
might not make it to church every

" Sunday, but do not let it fool you. You

will look long and hard to find an
atheist on a fishing boat.

They had nio “critical incident stress
management teams” in those days, but
they did have their churches and clergy
—and their faith.

Forty years after the disaster Cyril
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Jenkins, at his kitchen table while his wife Zelia works at
bottling lobste:’, calls the rescue of the Doucets “just a
miracle,” especially Jack.

“He couldn’t hold on to that rope at all, so how dld he
hang on to that rope?” he asks.

He answers his own question by pomtmg his right index
finger into the air.

Alphonse Doucet has a crucifix and a copy of Leonardo

da Vinci’s The Last Supper on his kitchen wall. Sitting at his

kitchen table, he recalls the sea calming on Saturday night.

“I can’t forget that I thanked the Lord before we went to
bed for saving our measly souls which he saved that day.”

Miramichiers have another way of dealing with grief —
they compose folksongs, or poems which they set to music.

Jerry Hébert of Lagacéville composed a French song
about the disaster in 1959. It ends:

Tout un grarxd océan,

Chagque jour sur une barque légére

Nous allons vers I'éternité.

In English: )

Life itself is a great ocean,

In which every day in our fragile barque

We move toward eternity.

Derwin Gowan is a reporter with the Telegraph Journal
based in Miaramichi.

EPILOGUE

Cyril Jenkins fished until 1961, then worked as a
marine pilot guiding ships into Miramichi and
Dalhousie for 32 years. He retired four years ago, then
fished with Jimmy Gregan for two years. He has since -
returned to piloting. '

Alphonse Doucet still fishes the spring lobster season
every year. Everett works as a diamond driller in the
Northwest Territories.

Harry and Ian Williston who lost two brothers in the
disaster, still fish.

Theodore Williston still fishes as do his sons -Te,d
40, and Mark, 39. Theodore's fiberglass fishing boat -
sank off Prince Edward Island seven or eight years ago
and he spent 15 minutes floating in a survival suit
before another boat came to rescue him.

Aquila Manuel still fishes and buys and selis lobster.
As chairman of the wharf committee at Escuminac, he
recently led a successful campaign to stop the Canada
Coast Guard from removing the foghorn from Point
Escuminac. E e

Theodore went to the VHF radio in his kitchen to
talk to a fisherman out on the water — just to show how
things have changed since 1959, _

Theodore is the last surviving captain of a boat which
rescued survivors and brought them in. Roy Lloyd,
Bernie Jenkins, Alvin Durelle and, most recently, Tom
Lewis are gone.

“They’re all gone . . . I was the youngest captain, I
suppose, that rescued people maybe that’s why I'm
still alive,” Theodore says.
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Cyril Jenkins, left, and Alphonse Doucet, right, saved each other the night of the disaster. (xaren Ruet photo)
Eric Wiiliston drowned at the age of 13, He was the youngest 1o Many submerged boats eventually washed ashore al Escuminac.
die in the disaster.
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Theadore Willfstoﬁ stands in front of his boat shed in Hardwicke, Baie Sia.d\nns. Al 28, he was the yeungest captain on the
water the night of the disaster. (Karen Ruetphoto) - '
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Daring rescue done in teeth of Killer storm, giant waves

The people of the bay have spent the past
few days remembering the men who died in
the Escuminac Disaster.

Here is a story told to Sharon
Fraser and printed in this newspaper on

- June 16, 19?9 on the 20th anniversary of
the freak storm that killed 35 men fish-
ing in the bay.

MIRAMICHI - Many of the stories of
the disaster have dealt with those who
were lost, those who were widowed or
lost fathers, those who sumved

Rightly so too.

1, for one, had not thought too much
about the women waiting at home, not
knowing for endless hour after hour, the
fate of a fisherman husband. After I talked
to Mrs. Bernard Jenkins. I realized that
there is still another dxmensmn to the
Escuminac disaster.

The Jenkins home is' smlated almust d.irectly
across from the Escuminac breakwater.

Mrs. Jenkins woke early on the morning of .

June 20, 1859, as a fisherman’s wife will do when

she hears the ‘wind. Bernie and his nephew, Cyril, g
who was like a son to the Jenkins’, had gone out

the day before, as had many of the other local
fishermen.

Mrs. Jenk;ns had not lived lnng in Escuminac -

at that time, but she had been there long enough
to know that this storm was not like the others.
© “I never saw anything like it,” she says today
“The wind and the waves and that h;igh nde iy

Word spreads

The word was ‘qui o{lsprwd ‘that’ the storm

was taking its deathly t ‘and rescue crews; Red
Cross, doctors, and journalists arrived .on the

scene, many of them&made theu' headquarters at

the Jenkins’ house..
“I.couldn’t even, tell: srou how many. pebple

were here. The house was full. T ‘couldn’t sit still.

"meone came up-from:the breakwa-

. Every time;
selfl to: hear somethmg abuut

e T brm:e'

‘described and trying to'picture the conditions
‘out there in the Bay, deﬁes most people’s imagi-
' namms A

- and Cyril, Jjust to get close enough to throw a -
¢ ‘rope was a major’ task. '

; .-,,;'{Doucette, it.was no easy task to get it ied around |
<+ his younger brother Everett, in a sinking pitching -

_.isea to'ride out te

Out in the storm

hac Whart
oto: Len Johnson

of its bedding and filling the boat with
water. '

Even under those conditions, no one gave
up and frantic bailing and repairing
took place with all five men work-

ing for their lives.

Back home
And Mrs. Jenkins was still
waiting.
“I was a nervous wreck,”
she recalls. “1 was afraid even
to ask if there was any news.
The doctor who was at the
house finally pave me a
sleeping pill and sometime
~in the middle of the
night, I went to sleep.”
It was the tele-
. phone ringing that woke
her.
“It was calm,” she said.
And the caller told her that some-
‘pne down on the breakwater was

~What shé didn’t ' know tintil later was that -+
_-_Berme had been reasonably close to Escuminac

when he passed Jack Doucette and his two young
sons in their rapidly sinking boat.
. Bernie and Cyril, in turbulent seas with waves
30 feet high, in hurricane force winds, in the
dark, turned their boat around and went back for
the Doucettes. .

For several hours, the rescue attempts were
made. They were successful, but hearing it

A 30 foot wa;;s higher than a hause. For Bemie
When the:.rope. was t;aught by A.lphonse

- boat:But that was accomplished, and when
Everett was aboard the Jenkins’ boat, Bernie
turned and’another rescue was. comp!eted this’

time of the. father, Jack. Cow :
Alphonse:s s.alone Iien It took Bern:e g
another hour to make it back-once more, and for -
Alphonse, it -must: ave béen'a long long hour. . .
* The"trials weére not yet over. With the: !:hree v
oucettes aboard-énd’the boat heading out to

5 torm“ an enormous:wave

e""ﬁ

watching through binoculars.
) ”“They' told me Bernie’s boat was coming
in. g -

Mrs. Jenkins paced the fleor. She prepared
herself for news which she knew would come and
she was prepared for a fairly long wait because
she knew all about docking the boat and getting
it tied up to the wharf.

“But before very long, I heard someone at the
door. I thought it was someone bringing news;
and I opened the door...and it was Berniel

Met by friends and neighbours as he docked,
the men had said, “Go on home, Bernie. We'll tie

‘er up for youn.” Berme needed no second invita-
tion.

It sounds like a happy endmg and the Jenkms
have never stapped ‘being grateful for that part
of it. But it remains in'memory the most tragic of

- times when they remember. the 35 men who d:ed
- and the people they left behind.

Both of them recall that day w1t'h angu.lsh
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Unknown heroes during this storm did

g,

We will tell you the reason why we
fenown.

For in the boats thai came wrecked
ashore,

In them, parts we found in one or
maore,

They tried to save their neighbour’s
life,

But gave their own In their strife.
Friends, let’s not forgef the departed of
this

sform,

But for them say a prayer, night and
mormn..

Many more would have received a
watery grave

But due to fishermen, friends and cour-
age were

saved.

- — Taken from A Survivor’s Poem
by Bernard Jenkins

BY JANNA MACGREGOR
Telegraph-Jowrnal

Those words capture the memories
of a sudden spring storm that took the
lives of 35 New Brunswick fishermen
along Escuminac Bay more than 40
Years ago.

For those who lived to tell the tale
of two nights when thick fog, turbu-
lent seas and gale force winds swal-
lowed boats and claimed the lives of
fishermen as young as 13, the Escumi-
nac Disaster is never far from their
mind. ]

The tragedy will be revisited at
noon on Sunday when the New Brun-
swick Department of Culture and
Sport designates the Escuminac

isaster Monument, erected in 1969,
ﬁs a provincial and millennial

The Escuminac monument
historic site.

Located about 55 kilometres east of
Miramichi, the limestone sculpture,
by New DBrunswick artist Claude
Roussel, bears a silenf reminder of
what happened between June 19 and
20, 1959 — days that still haunt Walter
Williston of Bay du Vin, not far from
Escuminac.

It was a routine fishing excursion
on the Northumberland Strait. The
trip was all too familiar for Mr,
Williston, then 35, and one he and
crewmates had made countless times
hefore.

Looking back, he said, no one

L | R A e q R gl W =7
“Télling Escuminac’s fragic
On Sunday, the Escuminac disaster monument will be designated

a provinelal and millennial historic site

aboard the vessel seemed particularly
concerned by the poor weather condi-
tions that afternoon.

“It was something of a freak
storm,” remembered Mr. Williston,
now 77. “We sure didn’t realize how
bad it was, or how bad it was going to
get. The tide was high, but we started
cut anyway and it really just blew up
out of nowhere.

“By then, it was so bad, there
wasn’t much anybody could do.”

The boat capsized in waves that
split it acrose the middle,

“She opened up like a potato bas-
ket. Belore long there was nothing
feft. ...

“I was in the water for four and a
half hours,” Mr, Williston said.

Despite the fact he had grown up
in a fishing community and had har-
vested the seas since childhood, he
had never learned to swim.

“Half the fishermen I know can’t
swim a stroke,” he said. I tried
enough but I never did learn.”

Gripping debris, Mr. Williston
managed to stay afloat in the churn-
ing waves. “I don’t know how, but I
did. . ..

“T'll never forget it. Tthere was a
young fellow in there with me. He

was just 20, The whole time he kept

saying that he didn't know what he
was going to do if he died - that he
didn’t know what would happen to
his mother. I just kept telling him ‘1
go ashore, you will too.' “

But the young man wore only a T-
shirt, he said, and he was overcome
by hypothermia.

“He perished right there in front of
me, ] tied him te the stern post so that
he wouldn’t be lost at sea.”

Mr. Williston attributes his own

survival to the heavy clothing he
wore that day.

"It was very, very cold bt [ wone
lots of clothes. T always dill”

Eventually, local fisherman and
disaster relief crews took to the Strait
in hopes of plucking survivors from
its murky waters, They rescued 85,

“I waved and they saw me,” Mr.
Williston said. “T was Tucky; it was
quite an experience.”

Each summer, hundreds of four-
ists visit Escuminac to learn more
about the event that has scaved his
mMemaory.

“Strangers here tell of it, and come '

back and forth from the monumoent a
lot,” said Mr. Williston, who hae con-
tinued to fish the same nnprediciable
waters ever since the tragedy.

While he admitied the sile doesn't
mean much to bhim personally, he
thinks it importani that younger gern-
erations remember the disaster and
keep history alive.

Bill Hicks, manager of planning
and esmmemoration for New Diun-
swick Heritage, said unveiling the
new commemorative plaque at the
monument will help tell the story of
Escuminac.

“This is a way for us te recognize
an event that’s an important part of
New Brunswick history,” he said.

Sunday’s ceremony will make the
Escuminac Monument one of 100 pro-
vincially designated historic sites,
and one of 14 millennium historic
sites.

“It’'s a way of acknowledging that
we will continue to remember this
disaster.,” Mr. Hicks said.

Reach our reporter
macgregor.janna@nbpub.com
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Escuminac, 1959

“Remembering the Perils of the Sea®, 2001

Dale Mcintyre knows the benevolence of the sea. Because of his decades of hard work, the
Escuminac fisherman has pulled enough from its depths to make a comfortable living for his
wife and three daughters. But he also knows of the sea’s dangers. Dale’s father came back in
from fishing just hours before the Escuminac Disaster of June 20, 1959- a vicious squall that
killed 35 of his feliow fishermen. He drowned at sea just two years later.

The harsh reality of the dangers of fishing is etched on the collective memory of the entire
community of Escuminac. The disaster has become epic, “a legend that affects everybody”,
Dale says. “There are still widows and children, relatives of the men who died"”.

The same reality is carved in stone at the monument to their memory, located at a high point
justin front of the wharf. Conceived and constructed by artist Claude Roussel, the austere,
warning, yet compassionate and heroic sculpture was designated a provincial historic site just
two weeks ago. The monument’s designation as an historic site is special. Most historic sites in
the province are buildings or sacred sites, not works of art.

“In recognizing the monument, the province is as well commemorating the event in which 35
fishermen fost their lives”, says Richard Phillips, with the province’s Inventory and
Commemaorations Heritage Project Executive.

“It was conceived out of pure human compassion and the feeling of sorrow for them,” Claude
says. “At the same time, it came out of admiration for the people who risk their lives every day
for survival.” The actual vision of the sculpture came to Claude when, a few weeks after the
disaster, he felt compelled to visit the site. Near St. Louis, the road became impassable for his
Volkwagon (sic) and he had to turn around. In his frustration, the idea emerged.

The faces of the sculptures - with heads tilted in both sorrow and pride - are simply and almost
identically lined, with brow bones and noses jutting out from a smooth background. “The
sculpture doesn’t represent any person in particular, but it represents everybody”, Claude says,
the fishermen who both lived and died, “and everybody can identify with it”. Inscribed on the
base are the names of the dead, as well as the survivors who risked their lives to save another
one.

Tweo stone fishermen stand just behind another, who has a net slung over his shoulder. The
fisherman on the right places a supportive hand on his fellow fisher’s arm, while the other one
on the left grasps a piece of the net. “When | put together the Escuminac monument it was
meant to be almost a meditation”, Claude says. “It was meant to help those who lost their
loved ones to contemplate their great loss, and to help encourage and strengthen spiritually
and inwardly, those who suffered their loss”.
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Just out of art school, Claude had developed a method of production that was free and
experimental. “This way of working simplified stylized shapes,” he says, “and it was useful to
me to make a work that would be destined to garnish a public space”. Indeed, simple would
describe the small, modern-looking sculpture, which preceded the larger by 10 years. Few
straight lines portray the three fishermen. Only minimal details were used, so the statue could
concentrate on the expression of power, determination, pride and courage of the fishermen in
the face of nature’s uncontrollable elements. In its simplicity, the monument speaks volume to
the memory of the Escuminac Disaster, and reflects the character of the community itself. “I
was aware of the modernity of it”, Claude says. “At the time, in my own community of
Edmundston, | had negative comments about it that disturbed me”.

T00Z ‘tZ AInr

But Brigadier Michael Wardell - who led the effort to financially help families of those who died
in the disaster - could comprehend the message of the maquette, and understood Claude’s
intention that the 24-inch wood carving eventually be enlarged. It seems that besides Brigadier
Wardell, the community of Escuminac understood the message portrayed by Claude’s vision as
well. “The reaction was very positive”, he says. “I've never had any negative comments about it
from any of the people in the community. Even though the style of work was not the kind they
were used to seeing, they were open to my sensitivity to the event and the caring | have for it”.

Nine years after the disaster, Claude received a call from Brigadier Wardell, who told him they
had found the funds from Sir Max Aitken for the enlargement of the small statue. But for
Claude, the order was daunting. The six-month deadline loomed seemingly too close for the
full-time founder of I'Université de Moncton’s fine arts program and art gallery, but he travelled
to Smith Cut Stone in Shediac many nights a week to work on the huge sculpture with the help
of some workers, In the finishing stages, his brother Maurice lent him a hand while finishing up
his degree at the university.

Still, Claude says, “to be confronted with sculpting a 14,000 pound block of limestone was
physically and mentally a heavy task”. Although he still regrets that he didn’t have more time to
refine the statue further, the valiant people of the Baie Ste-Anne region, the support of his
family and the university gave him the motivation he needed to finish the task.

For 32 years, the monument has stood at the head of the Escuminac wharf, whispering
remembrance to local people and to tourists who stop at the site. And it seems the community
has responded. “People around me revere that monument”, says Fernand Gibbs, who was
born, brought up, and drifted salmon in the community before moving to Ontario. Though he
visited each year to fish, Fernand returned for good after he retired and now sits on a board
that is working toward a Fishermen’s Museum of New Brunswick for the Baie Ste-Anne and
Escuminac region.
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“It means a lot to the older fishermen who were in the disaster”. indeed, for Cyril Jones - one of
the few remaining survivors of the Escuminac disaster — “it’s a good thing to have. It’s a good
remembrance for the younger generation”. Cyril was just 20 when he was caught out in the
squall, with his late uncle, Captain Bernie Jenkins. Together, while Bernie made passes along
another boat in distress, and Cyril sent out a line, they rescued three men : Captain John “Jack”
Doucet and his sons, Alphonse and Evé. Cyril’s boat was swamped and nearly capsized after the
rescue, and the men spent hours bziling water from their boat before they were able to repair
the motor.

For their bravery, Cyril and Bernie were awarded the Order of the British Empire. Alphonse,
who saved both his brother and father, was given the Queen’s commendation. Cyril - who
believes it's a miracle he made it through that fated night - remembers the first time he saw the
monument. “l thought it was a great piece of art, that's for sure”, he says. “I thought,
Somebody must have done a lot of thinking before they thought of that”.

The monument’s recent designation as an historic site is also special to him. “It means people
are still thinking of us”, Cyril says. For their families, children, friends, and the next generation
of community members, the menument also carries meaning. “For me, it means the danger of
the sea”, Mcintyre says, “to fish safely and respect the sea every time | go out. | think about it
every time; | always have the disaster in the back of my head”.

Source : Ellen Creighton, “Remembering the Perils of the Sea. Escuminac Monument
Commemorating Lost Fishermen Declared a Provincial Historic Site”, Times & Transcript, 21 luly
2001, pp. F-1, F-2.

T00Z ‘TZ AIvr
N e ) B T e e

=
~



2007




Jenkins’ Family Remembers
FEscuminac Disaster

Photos and story by David Walsh

{%omﬁng of June 19, 1959 was
another working day for the fisher-
men who inhabited the series of small fish-
ing villages slung lazily along the banks of
the Miramichi Bay. Men rose early and
went to the wharf to check their nets. They
wanted to be ready to depart that evening
to drift their nets on the bay in search of the
Atlantic salmon returning to their native
river to breed, The salmon run this year had

been steady. Homes up and down the coast ;

were filled with men, young and old, who
ventured out on the Bay to seck their living
each day of their lives. Even as the young
men were apprenticed into the rugged sea
man'’s life, young girls were given practical
advice on how they might be an asset to
their husbands, brothers and beaus. They
became the support staff of those who reg-
ularly sailed small boats in search o
salmon or lobsters or any other fish tha
might supplement their livings, They chose
this life and learned early on that death
could sneak up over the horizon and snatch
one of their own in the prime of their lives;
Death was a silent partner in the fishing
business,

Bemard Jenkins and his wife Alda were
veterans of the fishing life. They purchased
a small home in 1945 straight up from the
Escuminac Wharf. If you looked out the
window you could see the fishing activity.

Set back about 100 metres from the main 3

road, their house was a common fisher-
man’s dwelling—neat and clean with a well
kept yard. Alda was typical of many fisher-
men’s wives. She tackled her chores with
determination and a sense of duty bomn
from her long association with this hard
life. She kept the bed linens clean and
Bernie’s clothing was always presentable.
She cooked substantial and tasty meals on
the iron stove in the large kitchen. At the
kitchen table she prepared vegetables from
their own garden. This was where they
would talk many evenings under the light
of a kerosene lamp, weighing their lives
and fortunes as part of God's plan. They
were religious people and made every effort
to participate in the spiritual life of their
small parish. Alda was essential support for

44 . Bread ‘n Molasses June 2007

Bernie and his nephew Cyril. Her love and
care allowed the men to tend to the chores
of fishing. Nets needed mending, buoy
markers needed painting, and wood for the
cuddy stove was loaded aboard daily. The
engines of many of these vessels were car
engines adapted to run the single shaft pro-
peller. They were not complex. Each boat
had a regular car gas tank for its fuel supply.

Bemie and Cyril always ensured they had
enough fuel to carry out a night’s drifting.
The extra gas was kept in a series of five-
gallon jerry cans. Refuelling was not only
common but necessary, As Cyril noted,
“You sure didn’t want that engine to run out
of gas and guit. Who knows if you could
get it stated again?” But these men were as

.....
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A quiet affemoon with Alda and Cyril Jenkins. The honesty of their words and the raw

humantty of their experience was a most moving experience.

in search of their living. The women stayed
behind, quietly maintaining the family
home.

All of those skills were tested severely
on the night of June 19, 1959. As the Jenk-
ins’ family went through their summer day
in preparation for another night of fishing,
a weather anomaly was gathering just off
shore, invisible to the veteran eyes that
looked out constantly from the Escuminac
Wharf. It concealed its strength just over
the horizon and in mid-afternoon Bernie

“Boats swamped and then re-
covered, Water and waves toyed
with the boats smashing and
tossing them again and again.”

and Cyril Jenkins sailed out of Escuminac
Harbour onto Miramichi Bay in search of
the salmon run. Weather stations had no se-
rious inkling of the storm about to devas-
tate this small community, At that time the
fleet had no radio to be warned as the
weather deteriorated slowly over supper-
time, The men were busy, The women were
at home. Alda glanced toward the Bay oc-
casionally as she continued about her work-
ing day.

After supper the storm raised its de-
monic head and began to toss the fishing
fleet. Bernie and Cyril had gone out a bit
further than the rest of the men as all the
good drifting spots had been taken. Slowly
it became obvious this was no passing
squall. The skies blackened even more as
the sun set and the winds started swinging
the vessel. Even with nets overboard, the
Alda was soon in difficulty as the waves

mounted, Bernie and Cyril realized they
could easily be swamped as they bobbed on
the massive surges of water, Cyril cut away
the drift nets fearing they would nm aver
their own gear and be left without any
power. The net could become snagged on
the lobster rigs along the bottom of the
ocean and was irretrievable m thess condi-
tions.

Lack of radios isclated the boats and
crews on the swollen shattered surface of
Miramichi Bay. The men caught glimpses
of their neighbours trying to cope with high
wind and crashing waves. Boats swamped
and then recovered. Water and waves toyed
with the boats smashing and tossing them
again and again, Some simply split in half
and drifted on the raging seas back to the
Escuminac shores, their occupants dis-
persed on the water. Those on shore under-
stood a deadly storm had surrounded their
fleet. The men and equipment were in mor-
tal danger. The word went out—first to
those standing by on the wharf, then by
telephone to Baie Ste. Anne and Hardwicke
and small assemblies of fishermen’s homes
clinging to the coastal waterway.

Word of death and impending death are
not new to satlors or their families, but this
time it just felt different to Alda as she
peered into the darkness. She prayed for the
men on the sea. She prayed for Berie and
Cyril. And then she prayed for the families
of her village. She prayed they all would be
spared the slaps and slashes of serrow that
only the sea could deliver. She prayed for
the safe return of all the men and boys at
sea that night. But as she gazed through the
driving rain toward the wharf she also pre-

L00¢ sunf

251




pared herself for that certain knowledge
that it would take a miracle for every family
to escape the sea’s sting of death on that
dark night. As the storm grew and fears ¢s-
calated, Alda’s home became a cheery
respite for families waiting to hear any
news. Men anxious to get on the water and
atternpt to aid their fellow fishermen paced
the kitchen. The house vibrated with whis-
pered talk and silent fears. Alda gradually
began to fashion her own understanding as
the night and the storm raged along. As she
pecred toward the water she readied herself
for the hurt she could feel building. She did
not give up on her family but steeled herself
for what she feared might be inevitable.
There was no sleep that night for Alda.
Neither was there any rest for Bernie
and Cyril as they tried their hardest to keep
their boat beneath them. They lost two sets
of nets to the raging waters and no longer
had the advantage of using the heavy nets
as a sea anchor in the lashing waves. They
encountered a number of other boats and in
sign language were told the men in those
boats still felt in good shape. Some of those
boats and men would to turn up later but
nof in a manner one would care to sec.
Perhaps one of the most amazing set of
circumstances was the series of events that
surrcunded Alphonse Doucette, a young
man of 17, and his younger brother Everett,
aged 14, who along with their father, Jack,
and & hand, William George Manual,
worked their boat the Francine D. As their
vessel and the 4lda came in sight of each
other through the slashing seas and moun-
tainous waves, the Doucette boat rode up a
wave $o high it literally caused the boat, to
flip end over end and then down into the

water. The two boys were in the cuddy
looking for a funnel to refuel when they
heard their father’s yell, “Lookout boys,
we’ve had 'er!” The boys, trapped in the
cabin, had to hold their terror in ¢heck until
the water filled the space and they could

“The bays, trapped in the cabin,
had to hold their terror in check
until the water filled the space
and they could exit. The boat
rolled again and Everett was
washed overboard.”

exit. The boat rolled again and Evereit was
washed overboard. A floating lobster crate
and a piece of rope aided Alphonse in res-
cuing his younger brother from the huge
waves. With Everett back on board the
badly swamped ship, they looked for their
father Jack. As the boat rose from a deep
dip under the waves they spotted the old
man clinging to the cabin post. As each
monster wave broke he would disappear
and then resurface with his boat, spitting
salt water and gasping for air. Meanwhile,
Cyril and Bernie had swung about and were
attempting to get into position to try and
rescue their friends on the Francine D.
Cyril and Alphonse would practice tossing
lines to each other in quiet times at the
wharf. On this night that practice would
save lives. In 2 series of breathtaking turns
Bernie brought the 4lda within throwing
range. On the first attempt Alphonse
grabbed the tossed rope and tied it round his
brother’s waist. In an instant the youngster
was dragged overboard through the water
to a bucking surging Alda. With Everett

aboard, Bemnie and Cyril made another turn
to try and get within range for further res-
cues. The winds and water worked over-
time to make the job near impossible.
Sometimes perseverance combines fortu-
jtously with good luck, It did that night in
the lives of these fishermen clutching to
each other in the dark hours of their greatest
need, working with unspoken trust.

On the second attempt the rope was not
close but soon Bernie manoeuvred around
to give Cyril another attempt. This time he
was accurate and Alphonse tied his father
onto the rope. Even though Jack was the
Captain, Alphonse reasoned his father had
2 family and his life needed to be saved
first. His nearly drowned father did not
argue. As the rope was tied to his waist he
took a death grip on the line. His rescuers
shared an unspoken fear that he might not
be able to hold on but Jack Doucette proved
them wrong, Then it was Alphonse’s turn.
He clung tenaciously to the Francine D for
more than 20 minutes as Bernie manoeu-
vred to get in place. As the young man
clawed to save his life, he saw the body of
William Manua] washing about in the
cuddy. His head had been split open and he
was obviously dead. Alphonse, in a surreal
moment, shut the cabin door te ensure the
body would be taken ashore with the wreck
of the Francine D, In the swirling water and
howling wind Alphonse estimated his
chances. But soon enough his friend Cyril
made & deft toss of the line as Bemie inched
the boat through the waves. Then he was in
the sea and shortly aboard the Alda. The
storm raged on around them and the danger
was far from over.

On shore the crowds grew to huge num-
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bers. The Red Cross, RCMP, newspaper re-
porters and the peneral public stood shoul-
der to shoulder on the sea lashed wharf and
along the roads. Alda did not go to the
wharf, She received all the news she needed
as friends and relatives worked their way
though her kitchen to get a hot cup of coffee
or a quick bite to eat before returning to the
sombre crowd on the beach. She peered
deeply into each fisherman’s eye as they re-
lated what they had seen and heard. Broken
boats and broken men were coming ashore
on the tidal surge. Some men made brave
afttempts to go out and search for their
friends but the weather showed no sign of
stopping. Mostly it was sitting and waiting,
Pacing and watching. Hoping and accept-
ing. It was a blinding fog of pain that pro-
vided no answers.

When one fisherman sat at her table, she
questioned him closely, “Did you see
Bemie?” He looked her in the eye and said,
*No, Alda.” He had seen others and already
some of them were among the recovered
bodies. His eyes clouded and large tears
washed his weathered face.

Alda sensed she was not being told all
the facts. “You know something and you
are not telling me,” said Alda through rising
fear. “No, no Alda, I did not see Bernie, but
it is such a mess out there . . .” His voice
trailed off and Alda then began 1o prepare
her mind for the worst. She continued to
busy herself with the large numbers of
friends passing through her kitchen in
search of warm food and shared concerns.
With each visitor and each phone call the
news got worse. More bodies found. More
boats demolished. No sign of any survivors.
No one had seen Bernie or Cyril or the
Alda.

Unknown to Alda, her husband and
nephew were busy all that night just staying
one wave ahead of death. With the
Doucettes on board they fiercely bailed to
keep the Alda afloat. One wave was so
strong it tossed the engine from its mounts
and sent it crashing against the timber sides
of the vessel. Although a number of planks
splintered, no hole formed in the hull. With-
out a motor, they would soon be swamped.
Cyril wrapped a rope about his shoulders
and under the dislodged engine. He some-
how managed to heave the engine upright
and Bernie was able to get it lined up with
its bolts. Once in place they realized that by
some grace the driveshaft, which had never
let go, was as true as the day it was in-
stalled. The Doucettes helped as they tore

down the engine and using old tires that
hung from the sides of the 4lda they started
a fire in the cuddy to dry out the wires,
plugs and other assorted parts. As the night
wore on they rebuilt the engine. To their
surprise it responded and started. Upon
consulting with the senior Doucette, Bernie
decided to go further out to sea to try and
escape the storm. It proved to be a wise de-
cigsion. They bailed and ate salmon all
through the night. Many prayers were ut-
tered that night by and for all the men at
sea. And a few were answered.

By daybreak the news ashore went from
bad to worse. Some of the dead were being
retrieved and as the Bay fell onto a dead

A view of the Jenking' home from the monument
honouring the 35 men lost in the Escuminac
Disaster.

calm men could venture out in search of
lost comrades. Alda stared over the eerie
calm. No one had seen Bemie as the storm
lifted. No one had seen any survivors.
There was no good news. She busied her-
self with her neighbours and friends who
gathered at her house, mentally preparing
herself for the bad news she now under-
stood must come. Suddenly, the phone
rang. Someone had spotted a boat moving
steadily toward the harbour! It was too far
away to identify. The beautiful June mom-
ing was edged with expectation. Who was
it? How many? Questions bloomed about
the kitchen and into the front room. Furtive

glances out the windows; men pacing to the
front of the house in growing expectation
and fear. The phone clanged again. Some-
one had identified the boat through a tele-
scope, They were quite ceriain it was the
Alda. Expectations rose as quickly as the
waves had settled. The boat became visible
and word came back that a number of men
were on board. Someone identified Cyril
but there was no sign of Bemie, Alda’s
body coiled for the crushing news. She was
ecstatic over the sighting of Cyril but on the
other her husband was not sighted. Her

mind raced in competing circles of hope

and despair,

The Jenkins® house buzzed. People
speculated and prayed. They paced and
prayed, Some just stood, frozen by the ten-
sion of the moment. Alda composed herself
for the bad news that seemed so imminent.
A half-ton truck drove up their long lane.
As it neared someone shouted that they saw
Bemie! Alive! Alda’s mind crashed as she
raced to the kitchen door, In the mental
chaos of the news she locked the door as

. her harried husband tried to get in. Soon

they were in each other’s arms. The whole
village shouted at the return of these five
men from the bawels of the demonic storm,
After getting some food and warm clothing
the men went to chirch. Then they went
down to the shore to see how they might as-
sist in the cleanup and recovery.

These men were part of a community of
strong souls. No one could ever doubt their
tenacity on that day. Thirty-five died. Some
survived. Families lost their entire male
population. A number of the men received
awards for bravery in the months that fol-
lowed, Bemnie and Cyril among them.
Many brave men were never singled out,
which in no way diminished their deeds.
And in the horror of the storm, it is easy to
forget the fortitude and strength of the
wives and familics at home, who exhibited
a bravery none ¢an dirminish. Their stories,
like that of Alda Jenkins, are sometimes
forgotten by the magnitude of their men’s
ordeal, The women of Escuminac, Baie Ste.
Anne and Hardwicke are no less heroes and
should be honoured as such. Theirs is the
most crushing of trials—they had to wait,

David Walsh is a writer living on the
main South West Miramichi at Renous.
He continues to write about and enjoy the
history, culture and characters of the Mi-
ramichi.

Bread ‘n Molasses June 2007 . 47

£00Z =2unf

253



2008




.

- Special church service honours

B —

memory of disaster victims

A specml Fishermen’s Memorial
church service took place on Sun-
day, June 15, at the Myer’s United
Church in Hardwicke, which stands
next to the Miramichi Bay.

The service honoured the 35 men
who lost their lives in the Escumi-
nac Disaster on June 19, 1959.

The church was filled with fam-
ily members and people from the
community, This year marks the
49th anniversary of one of the meost
devastating fishing disasters in the
history of the area.

As part of the service, A.lphonse
Doucet and Cyxil Jenkins read the
names of the victims as family and
friends lit a memorial candle for
each one.

Velma Lnaasson Dumlia Iights a candie for her father, Arnen Ch;a.mm aﬂd I:rn,t er
Alphonss. - : A

In a tray of sand, 35 candles burn in memory of the victims.




_ Graca Trowtrlcge ghot
Cyril Jenkins reads of names of the fisherman who lost their lives on June 19, 1959,

St

Gearge Manual lights candle In memory of his gr;ndfather, William George Manual,
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Summary of Facts/Data

Escuminac Disaster
June 20, 1959

Prepared by Terry Power, Wade Hallihan

TAP-Miramichi

January, 2008
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Abstract

The following document is a brief summary of information compiled on the
Escuminac Disaster of June 19, 1959,

Information was collected from interviews conducted with survivors and from the
publication “Trouble at Sea” published by the Special Projects Team, Cadogan
Publishing Ltd. (1999).

257



Vessels Involved

Listed below are the names of the boats involved in the disaster. A brief description
of each vessel and its crew members are also included.

Mary Cecilia
= Captain John Edward Meuse, 38
» Second Hand — Joseph Raymond Leblanc
*  Both survived

¢ 36’ V-stern Fishing Boat ( name n/a)
* Captain George E.W. MacLeod ( body never recovered)
* Second Hand- John Burton Chapman
* Both died in disaster
= George MacLeod was the only man of the 35 who had life
insurance

¢ 40’ Flat stern Fishing Boat — Round full wheel house ( name n/a)
= Captain John Joseph MclIntyre, 50
» Second Hand — Joseph Aldore McIntyre (son) 17
" Second Hand- Joseph Urbain McIntyre (son) 16
s All survived

e Annie D -32° Lobster Boat
s Captain Allan Douglas Mills, 49
= Second Hand — Andrew Allan Mills , 22
* Both died in disaster

* Vessel infon/a
* Captain Edgar Joseph Daigle,33
Second Hand - Remi Joseph Martin, 20
=  Both died in disaster

o Theo S — Neguac Wharf - 40° x 12’ Square stern
* (Captain Joseph Theodore Savoie, 31
* Second Hand — Joseph Alexandre Savoie, 33
* Came home early the evening of the storm and survived

o Dorcus’ Boat
» Captain Andre A.J, Martin,33
s Second Hand — Alonzo Joseph Martin,23 (body never found)
* Both died in disaster as a result of a collision trying to rescue
Captain Albert Chiasson




Joan Ashiey — 38’

Rena K

Captain Henry Garnet Cunard Williston, 49
Second Hand — Haley Alexander Rich Williston ,20
Both died in disaster

Captain Arthur Joseph Kelly, 27

Second Hand - Hugh Edmond Kelly

Second Hand — Hector Hebert Kelly ( Hugh’s son)
All drowned

Kenneth Blaine — V-stern w/flat deck

Captain Thomas Edward Nowlan, 62
Second Hand — Henry Joseph Jimmo, 27
Both survived

Kelsie Ann ~ 45° V-stern

Captain Walter Archibald Williston,35

Second Hand — Harold Goodfellow “Hab” Taylor,20

Taylor was drowned, but the captain was saved by Theodore
Williston’s boat and crew

Gulf Prowler — 40" x 12°

Captain Theodore Bell Williston,28
Second Hand — Hilarion Joseph Martin,25
Second Hand — Aquila Joseph Manuel,21
All survived

The Henry Stymiest
]

Captain Henry “Harry” Stymiest Williston,28

Second Hand — Alexander Perley “Sandy” Taylor,23

“Guest” — Air Force Officer Edgar Lewis Babcock,35 — out for
the day with crew

All survived the disaster

Captain Roy Lloyd’s Labster Boat

Borrowed by Captain Valaire Joseph Robichaud

Second Hand — Raymond Alexander Thebo

Both survived

Was towed in By Theodore Williston on the Gulf Prowler
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42’ Salmon Fishing Boat (name n/a “The Perley...?")
=  Captain James Perley Chapman ,54
»  Second Hand — George Wesley Chapman (son) 17
®  Herbert Fenety Williston (friend of son) 19
= All three survived

PEI Vessel with license to fish in NB
* Captain Fraser Charles Cooke, 61
= Second Hand — Edward Carroll Cooke (son) 28
* The captain died but the son survived after being saved by Roy
Lloyd’s boat

Sharon L - 49.8° x 13° — large boat

Captain Roy John Lloyd, 49

Joseph Brian Roy Lloyd (son) 13

Second Hand — James Leslie Galloway Lewis, 63
Second Hand — Chlorn Myrlin Jimmo,23

All survived

Vessel name n/a
* Captain Lloyd James Clifford Kingston,33
=  Second Hand — Vernon Moise Jimmo, 30
=  Both survived

Francine D — 45’ x 13.5’ square stern

» (Captain John “Jack” Archibald Doucet,43
* Second Hand — Alphonse Joseph Doucet (son) 18
= Second Hand — Eve “Everett” Joseph Doucet(son) 14
*  Friend on Board - William Georges Manuel, 70
* All but William Manuel survived
Alda Marie IT

= (Captain Bernard Lawson Jenkins,52
* Second Hand — Cyril Galvin Jenkins,22
®*  Both survived

38’ Vessel (name n/a)
* Captain Joseph Oran Martin, 30
= Second Hand — Joseph Alfred “Jack” Mazerolle, 38
= Both survived
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“La Reine de Coeurs — The Queen of Hearts” — Fished out of Lameque, NB,
but was considered a victim of the disaster as well.
= Captain Charles Joseph Gauvin, 53
*  Second Hand — Germain Alfred Chiasson, 55
* Second Hand - Hilaire Romeo Gauvin ( nephew of captain) 26
» Captain Gauvin died in the storm- others survived

Peggy Jane Owned by Senator Norbert Theriault
Captain Elmer Joseph Mclntyre,46
= Second Hand — Hubert Joseph Mclntyre, 17
=  “Guest” Joseph Frederick LeBelle — on two week leave from
Royal Canadian Air Force. Went aboard to jig cod
=  All survived

Marion M - 40’ fishing boat
= Captain Oswald “Ozzie” Williston , 40
* Second Hand — Leo Joseph Roy, 27
= Both drowned

40’ Fishing boat ( name n/a)
= Captain James Maxime Manuel, 43
» Second Hand — Meldric David Manuel (son) 18
« Both survived

The C.G.W. - Tied to a steamer (for approx. 2hrs.) by a line thrown from
crew. The steamer then started dragging the anchor and cut them loose.
» Captain Charles Goodfellow Williston, 39
= Second Hand — Joseph Maxime Maximin Martin, 17
= Both survived

Vessel info n/a
Captain Levi Joseph Savoie,47
Second Hand — Joseph Odilion “Dillon” Mercure,30

Came in early after having to cut their nets to avoid a steamer
Both survived
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OlaM
Captain Placide Joseph Mclntyre,47
Second Hand - Israel Joseph “Dickie” McIntyre (son) 18
Both survived - * very little info profiled on these two in the
“Trouble at Sea” publication (Reason??)

The Sjaan /The Shawn — Keel stick of beech and a wheel house
* Captain Wendell Noble Williston, 39
* Second Hand — Garth Robert Smith Williston,19
=  Both survived

Vessel info n/a
* Captain William Joseph Chiasson, 48
» Second Hand - Joseph Adrien Chiasson (son) 19
*  Second Hand — Joseph Robert Chiasson (son) 16
= All drowned in the storm

J.B.W. (John Brian Williston)- built in Escuminac
* Captain Norman Edgar Williston , 40
* Second Hand — Pierre Leandre Oscar Doiron , 60
* Both survived

Agnes I - small 33’ vessel
* Captain Alvin Joseph Durelle, 30
» Second Hand — Edmond Joseph Martin, 17
* Rescued the crew of the J.B. W, — all survived

The Bay du Vin Special
* Captain Wathen Haynes Williston, 30
* Second Hand — Windsor Joseph Kingston
* Second Hand — Eric Raymond Williston (cousin) 13 — youngest
victim of the disaster

The Bennett — Named after the late Prime Minister Richard Bedford Bennett.
Originally a Government of Canada cutter. 40’ x 10’

* Captain John Thomas Williston, 25

* Second Hand - Milton Kimball Williston, 51

* Second Hand — William Merlin Chapman, 18

* Al survived

Vessel name n/a — This boat collided with Captain Andre Martin’s vessel ~
Dorcus’ Boat — in a rescue attempt by Captain Martin. All five were victims.
* Captain Albert Joseph Chiasson,50
* Second Hand - Joseph Alphonse Chiasson,17
* Friend - Amon Joseph Manuel,43
* All three died in the storm leaving a total of 13 children
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Vessel name n/a — 38°-40° boat, Fished from the Hardwicke wharf
= Captain Charles Williston Gregan,40
= Second Hand — Leonard George Gregan, 26
= Both survived

Vessel name n/a - 38’ fishing boat-square stern
s  Captain Gerard Jerome Robichaud,45
= Second Hand — Gerald Edwin Joseph Robichaud (son) 18
* Both survived

Fred’s Ping — 38’ older vessel- Stern and bow were shaped the same
= Captain Gonzague Louis Savoie , 25
= Second Hand - Joseph Elmer Martin, 22
»  Second Hand - Gerald Joseph Savoie , 24
= All survived

Vessel name n/a
= Captain Gerard Joseph Turbide, 51
» Second Hand - Hubert Sam Martin , 34
= Both survived

Vessel name n/a
= Captain Raphael Joseph Robichaud , 43
= Second Hand — Victor Joseph Robichaud, 41
= Both died

38" Wooden V-stern fishing boat

* Captain Joseph Frederick William Manuel , 32
Second Hand - Edgar Joseph Manuel , 33
Second Hand — Edwin Joseph Sippiey, 22
All three survived

The Phyllis — 38’ square stern — new vessel
= Captain Alyre Frederic Martin, 35
®  Second Hand — Arsene Joseph Turbide (owner) 28
= Alphonse Laurent Turbide- “out for a ride” 14
= All three survived

The Bay du Vin River — 38’ vessel
* Captain William Percival Gulliver, 27
=  Second Hand — Hubert Gulliver, 53
* Both survived
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Vessel name n/a — 40’ with cuddy
= Captain Bernard Joseph Mclntyre , 40
* Second Hand - Donald Elmer McIntyre , 23
= Both survived

Me and You
» Captain Thomas Phillips Lewis,56
= Second Hand - Robert Michael Searle , 24
=  Second Hand - John Osborne Stanislaud Preston, 24
= All survived

Vessel name n/a — smaller boat
* Captain Joseph Edgar Bonefant, 54
= Nicknamed “Red Goodchild” or “Jerry”
= QOnut alone in his boat. Saved by Captain Thomas Lewis of the
Me and You. Said that Captain Lewis should have received a
medal.

Vessel name n/a
= Captain Eric Joseph Daigle, 39
*  Second Hand - Jean Baptiste Daigle , 23
= Both survive

Sea Guil / Le Goeland
* Captain Charles Samuel Mazerolle, 52
= Second Hand — Wilfred Joseph Mazerolle , 50
» Second Hand - Joseph Prudent Mazerolle , 28
= All three survived

Vessel name n/a — 40° v —stern fishing boat
= Captain Alfred Joseph Mercure , 32
* Second Hand — John Augustin Joseph McIntyre, 21
* Both survive

Vessel name n/a — 42’ cabin cruiser
* Captain James Sterling Williston , 50
» Second Hand- David Archibald Gardner, 19
» Second Hand — Francis Alexander Newton , 17
* All survived

The Maritime —41° x 10° “a real good outfit”
* Captain Roland Goodfellow Williston, 50
" Second Hand — Frederick Fowlie Williston , 46
*  Both survived




MP.W.
* Captain Ian Phineas Williston , 29
Second Hand — Robert Joseph Russell , 21
= Both survived
Carmelia D

»  Captain Clifford Samuel James Kingston , 57
» Second Hand — Alfred McLenaghan , 32
= Both drowned

Vessel name n/a
s Capitan Ernest Joseph Durelle I, 31
* Second Hand — Nelson Joseph Durelle, 29
* Both came in early at 12:30 am and sarvived

Paul D — Yvon Durelle owned the boat
* Captain Joseph Roy Martin, 47
= Second Hand — Joseph Arthur Robichaud , 45
* Ludger Joseph Martin ( son of captain) 14 “out for the sail”
= All survive

Oniva—37" x 10’ V —stern
* Captain Joseph Alvin Mclntyre , 20
* Second Hand ~ Joseph Ambrose McIntyre , 23
* Came in early and survived

Vessel name n/a
* Captain Jeffrey Joseph Richard , 59
= Second Hand - Jean Louis Richard (son) 28
* Second Hand - Lionel Joseph Richard (son) 30
* All three died in the storm
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Living Survivors of the Disaster (as of 2007-08)

Joseph Aldore McIntyre

Joseph Urbain MclIntyre

Walter Archibald Williston
Theodore Bell Williston

Hilarion Joseph Martin (Larry)
Aquila Joseph Manuel

George Wesley Chapman

Hebert Fenety Williston

Joseph Brian Roy Lioyd

Chlorn Myrlin Jimmo

Eve Joseph Doucette

Alphonse Joseph Doucette

Cyril Galvin Jenkins

Meldric David Manuel

Joseph Maxime Maximin Martin
Joseph Adillion Mercure

Garth Robert Smith Williston
William Merlin Chapman
Gerald Joseph Savioe

Alyre Frederic Martin

Arsene Joseph Turbide

Alphonse Laurent Turbide
Donald Elmer McIntyre

Robert Michael Searle

Eric Joseph Daigle

David Archibald Gardner

Ian Phineas Williston

Robert Joseph Russell

Ernest Joseph Durelle

Ludger Joseph Martin

Joseph Alvin Mcintyre (Bill)
John Osborne Stanislaud Preston
Francis Alexander Newton
Henry Stymiest Williston (Harry)
Alexander Perley Taylor (Sandy)
Joseph Alexander Savoeie — Neguac
Moise Vernon Jimmo

Joseph Frederick Le Belle
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Deceased Survivors of the Disaster

...O......0......l...........'....‘.C...

Placide Joseph McIntyre

Israel Joseph McIntyre (Dickie)
Wendell Noble Williston
Norman Edgar Williston

Pierre Leandre Oscar Doiron
Alvin Joseph Durelle

Edmond Joseph Martin

John Thomas Williston (John T)
Milton Kimball Williston
Charles Williston Gregan
Leonard George Gregan
Gerard Jerome Robichaud
Gerald Edwin Robichaud
Gonzague Louis Savoie

Joseph Elmer Martin

Gerard Joseph Turbide

Hubert Samuel Martin

Joseph Frederick William Manuel (Joe)
Edgar Joseph Manuel

Joseph Edwin Jude Sippley
John Edward Meuse

John Joseph MclIntyre

Thomas Edward Nowlan
Henry Joseph Jimmo

Valaire Joseph Robichaud
Raymond Alexander Thebo
James Perley Chapman
Edward Carroll Cook

Roy John Lloyd :
James Leslie Galloway Lewis (Les)
John Archibald Doucette
Bernard Lawson Jenkins
Joseph Oran Martin

Joseph Alfred Mazerolle (Jack)
Germain Alfred Chiasson
Elmer Joseph Mclntyre

Hubert Joseph McIntyre

James Maxime Manuel

Edgar Lewis Babcock

Charles Goodfellow Williston
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Levi Joseph Savoie

William Percival Gulliver (Billy)
Hubert Gulliver

Bernard Joseph MclIntyre
Thomas Phillips Lewis

Joseph Edgar Bonenfant

Jean Baptiste Daigle

William Joseph Mazerolle
Charles Samuel Mazerolle
Joseph Prudent Mazerolle
John Augustine Joseph McIntyre
Alfred Joseph Mercure

James Sterling Williston
Roland Goodfellow Williston
Frederick Fowlie Williston
Joseph Roy Martin

Nelson Joseph Durelle

Joseph Ambrose McIntyre
Joseph Arthur Robichaud
Joseph Theodore Savoie
Hilaire Romeo Gauvin

Joseph Raymond Leblanc
Lloyd James Clifford Kingston

12
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Victims of the Disaster

13

The names listed below are those of the victims who lost their lives at sea on the

evening of Friday June 19, 1959 as a result of a tragic storm known as the

Escuminac Disaster.
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George Edward William MacLeod , 28

John Burton Chapman , 17

Allen Douglas Mills , 49

Andrew Allen Mills , 22

Edgar Joseph Daigle , 33

Remi Joseph Martin , 20

Andre Andre Joseph Martin , 33
Alonzo Joseph Martin , 23

Henry Garmet Cunard Williston , 49
Haley Alexander Rich Williston , 20
Arthur Joseph Kelly , 27

Hugh Edmoend Kelly

Hector Hebert Kelly , 19

Harold Goodfellow Taylor (Hab) 20
Fraser Charles Cooke , 61

William George Manuel , 70
Charles Joseph Gauvin , 53

Oswald Smith Williston (Ozzie) 40
Leo Joseph Roy, 27

William Joseph Chiasson , 48
Joseph Adrien Chiasson , 20

Joseph Robert Chiasson , 17
Wathen Haynes Williston , 30

Eric Raymond Williston , 13
Windsor Joseph Kingston

Albert Joseph Chiasson , 50

Joseph Alphonse Chiasson , 17
Amon Joseph Manuel , 43

Victor Joseph Robichaud , 41
Raphael Joseph Robichaud , 43
Clifford Samuel James Kingston , 57
Alfred Sylvanus McLenaghan , 32
Jeffrey Joseph Richard , 59

Jean Louis Richard , 28

Joseph Daniel Richard (Lionel) 30
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The Escuminac Disaster by Bernadette Keating
THE ESCUMINAC DISASTER by Bernadette Keating

(As sung by Bernadette Keating, of Chatham, at the 1959 Miramichi
Folksong Festival, when she was thirteen years old.)

It was the nineteenth day of June it happened,
Nineteen and fifty-nine was the year,

In and around Escuminac

A sudden storm did appear.

Oh, wicked waves! Oh, wailing wind!

A number of men set out with their nets
That afternoon around three,

Some delayed, and they escaped

The perils of the sea.

Oh, wicked waves! Oh, wailing windi

The waves were Oh! So very high,

Like mountains in the sea,

They slashed and tossed and ripped the boats
And wrecked the fishing fleet.

Oh, wicked waves! Oh, wailing wind!

Chiidren and wives of the fishermen
Waited in despair,

Hoping and praying in tears of grief,
Some sign of life woulid be there.
Oh, wicked waves! Oh, wailing wind!

God granted some of the men should be saved,
And thirty-five would be drowned,

That most bodies would be washed ashore,
And a few might never be found.

Oh, wicked waves! Oh wailing wind!

Stories were teld of the brave and the bold,
How heroes were born that day;

Men who braved the winds and waves

QOut in the Miramichi Bay.

Oh, wicked waves! Oh, wailing wind!

They in boats which had not capsized
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Feared the dangers around,

Yet stayed to help their neighbottrs and friends,
Knowing some already drowned.

Oh wicked waves! Oh, wailing wind!

A young fisherman lad of eighteen years
Caught a rope which he was cast.

He passed it on to his brother and Dad,
Thinking of his own safety last.

Oh, wicked waves! Oh, wailing wind!

We shall never forget those disasterous hours
Of death, sadness and sorrow,

But we know that God in His infinite way

Will give courage to fleets of tomorrow,

On the afternoon of June 19,1959, fifty-four vessels sailed from
Escuminac for the salmon fishing. It was fine when they went out,
official broadcasts were predicting good weather. No one anticipated
the freak storm which burst upon the fishing fleet that night. In the
storm twenty-two of the salmon boats were lost, with nearly three-
quarters of a million dollars worth of equipment. Thirty-five men and
boys were drowned. The news of the two long nights and days of
terror, and the heroism of the fishermen made a tremendous impact
on the people of Miramichi.

In 1959 Bernadette Keating of Chatham was thirteen years old. She

composed the words and music of her own song, the most beautiful of

ali the tributes to the heroism of the fishermen. It was very touching

to see the child, in her simple school-girl’s dress, sharing her own deep

emation with a hushed audience.
- Louise Manny, Songs of Miramichi, pp. 92-93

Bernadette Keating
Louise Manny

c. 1959

New Brunswick, CANADA
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Chanson sur le désastre de Baie Ste-Anne par Jerry
Hébert

CHANSON SUR LE DESASTRE DE BAIE STE-ANNE
(Composée et chantée par Jerry Hébert de Lagaceville en 1959)

Nous venons d’apprendre la nouveile
D‘une terrible tragédie,

Qui s’est passée sur la mer,
Semant le désastre et la mort

Dans le village de Baie Ste-Anne

Et le village d'Escuminac,

A plusieurs parts on pouvait voir
Une boucle de ruban noir.

On vovyalt au bord du rivage

Un peuple affole et en pleurs,
Regardant au loin sur ia mer,
Attendant ceux qui ne venaient pas.

Oh, mer!t Oh, mer! Tu es trompeuse,
Disaient plusieurs en sanglottant,
Parfois tu parais si belle,

Mais maintenant tu nous fais pieurer.
Dans les beaux jours tu nous enchantes,
Tu nous donnes le cceur de chanter,
Mais quand ta colere devient grande,
De grand deuil tu nous fais perte.

Tu laisses sur le bord du rivage,

Des veuves, aussi des orphelins;

Au coeur une grande blessure,

Mais toi, tu ne regrettes rien.

Les habitants de ces villages
Etaient de ses vaillants pécheurs,
Ils sont allés sur la mer travailler
Pour gagner leur pain,

Le cceur tout rempli de courage,
Croyant toujours s'en revenir;
Soudain la tempéte fait rage

Et trente-cing ont trouvé la mort;
Malgré le bruit de la tempéte

Qui se méle a celui des flots.

La voix de Dieu se fait entendre,
« Venez a moi, tous mes enfants. »




Et & vous tous qui m’'écoutent,

J'ai un conseil a vous donner,
Tenons-nous toujours sur nos gardes,
Car Dieu viendra nous visiter a |'heure
Jamais il nous a parlé

Quand il viendra nous chercher,

Il vaut bien mieux prendre garde,

Car il est de toute vérité

ici-bas ia vie représente pour nous
Tout un grand océan,

Chaque jour sur une barque légere
Nous allons vers I'éternité.

Jerry Hébert a intitulé sa chanson « Le Désastre de Baie Ste-Anne ».
Baie Ste-Anne est la localité francophone qui se trouve au sud
d'Escuminac. M. Hébert a perdu de nombreux amis dans la tempéte
qu’il décrit dans sa chanson. Comme tant de nos auteurs, il éprouvait
I'envie irrésistible d’ajouter sa compiainte aux hommages aux
pécheurs décédés. Sa chanson décrit bien la beauté et ia rage d‘une
mer sournoise et se termine par une reflexion philosophigue :

« Ici-bas la vie représente pour nous
Tout un grand océan,

Chaque jour sur une barque légére
Nous allons vers |'éternité. »

Jerry Hébert

Louise Manny

vers 1959
Nouveau-Brunswick, CANADA
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While gathering information for this second edition, it has been brought to our attention
that three vessels have been forgotten.

To complete the list of Vessels involved of page 258, add:

Lors de la collecte d’information pour cette deuxiéme édition, nous avons appris que trois
bateaux n’ont pas été mentionnés.

Afin de compléter la liste des bateaux impliqués de Ia page 258, il faut ajouter :

o Loretta M
* Captain Louis Manuel
=  Edmond Manuel
*  Both survived

The next two vessels from the Acadian Peninsula were also involved in the Disaster but
had not been mentioned.

D’autres pecheurs de la Péninsule Acadienne étaient sortis durant le désastre mais ne sont
pas mentionnés ailleurs.

s Laméque |
* Capitaine Camillien Haché
Ulysse Haché
Gérard Brideau
Roger Gionet
Alyre Gauvin
All survived

o  Gloucester 27
® Capitaine Abbé Léger
Second hand — Phamphile Léger (son)
Claude Gionet
Jean-Baptiste Lanteigne
All survived.
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